Why they want me gone,
The following is a very troubling scenario which has revealed itself to me in bits and
pieces over the past year. It is a compilation of facts, coincidences and observations I have
collected which are the basis or puzzle pieces which have lead me to the following
conclusion and also explains their intense need to try and recall me.
It involves the following Town Officials and local businesses. Michael McCallum,
BOS, Janet Flinkstrom, BOS, Haraid Scheid, Tax Assessor, Beth Ann Scheid, Tax
Collector and Bill Arnold from the Ashby Market. The Town of Ashby has had an order
from the Department of Environmental Protection that a public water supply was needed to
service town owned buildings; Legion Hall, Grange Hall and Congregational Church, but
not businesses near the common; Ashby Market, etc. We were given 3 years to pursue this
issue and find a solution.
The problem could have easily been solved when the B. Hunter Gelinas Estate, an Ashby
property owner, offered the town a substantial lot of land directly behind the American
Legion Hall for the small sum of $35,000.00, cheap relative to other valuations in the area.
This seemed like an obvious potential solution to the common well water problem. The
town could have purchased the plot of land, drilled a well and also retained ownership of
what surely will be a strategic piece of property for Ashby for a multiple possible reasons
going forward including a water source. In hind sight, it really makes no sense not to buy it.
Never the less, Mr. McCallum fought against the purchase of the parcel while never stating
any reason other than the town can't afford $35K at this time.
Here is where this situation gets very interesting and quite honestly inexplicable.
Two things:
First, Mr. McCallum's solution to the water problem is to ask taxpayers to fund a project
costing in excess of $200,000.00. His solution involves tying a line into the well behind the
Elementary School which exclusively serves the School at this moment. Then, run a line
through the property of the 873 Cafe Restaurant, across New Ipswich Road and then to the
Legion Hall, Church and Orange Hall But there is more!
Mr. McCallum and Mrs. Flinkstrom also included that, in the first of many future water
contracts, language which includes the Ashby Market, a privately owned business. Mr
Arnold's business would be blessed with a line supplied to his property because it presently
has no adequate water supply to operate a meat market
The owner of the Ashby Market was never requested or offered to offset the cost of the
water line or to pay for the water it was going to use nor did Chairman Flinkstrom or
McCallum feel the need for this business to contribute.
You the TAXPAYER will pick up this tab!
And then, as you may have noticed, the Ashby Market announced this week that it has

abruptly closed its doors and is for sale.
Coincidence? I think not. It will be interesting to see who purchases the Ashby Market
with its new viability with Town water, paid for by you, without you being asked.
And that's not all folks, another coincidence? I think not. As it turns out, the original plot
of land offered to the Town by the B. Hunter Gelinas Estate, which would have solved our
immediate water responsibility to the Legion and the church almost overnight, but it
vaporized as an option as Mr. McCallum announced in a Selectman's meeting that the lot
of land was no longer available.
He did not say why. Nor did he say if it was sold and if so, to who?
This is extremely important because if the Town was offered this piece of land first, the
Town has the First Right to Refusal to purchase it or not.
In a Town Government set up, like in the Town of Ashby, we must have a vote of the
Selectman to satisfy this requirement. (The peoples voice) No vote was ever taken by the
Selectman, it was simply set aside by Mr. Mccallum and taken off the table. Illegal?
Perhaps.
But now to add insult to injury, a search of the assessors records reveals the new owner of
the parcel offered to the Town is none other than your esteemed Tax Assessor, Harald
Scheid who it appears added that plot of land to his ever growing land ownership in the
center of Ashby.
So let's review:
1) McCallum stops purchase due to cost reasons.
2) McCallum is negligent in his duties to the taxpayers by avoiding the required vote
of the Selectman.
3) McCallum then manages to come up with a plan which costs the taxpayer more
than 4 times the original cost of the land.
4) Harald Scheid does not confirm that the Town exercised it legal option of Right of
First Refusal before he purchased this land, which is his duty as an Assessor.
5) Harald Scheid then purchased the plot of land without proper disclosure of
transaction, thereby taking the $35,000 option off the table and guaranteeing the
taxpayer a $195.000 bill.
6) Somehow our original problem, to solve the water problems at the Legion, Grange
and Church, changes and in the end we supply water to a private business which has
run continually for 100 years and all this when the owner never asked or offered to
pay for the services, then immediately places a "For Sale" sign in the window when
McCallum and Flinkstrom sign the water contract that favors Mr. Arnold.
7) Lastly, your Tax Collector and Assessor, Beth and Harald Scheid, own a new piece
of land which abuts a piece of land they previously owned behind the VFW and
also knowing that in the near future the Town will need to find a piece of land (16
acres or so) near the center of town for a waste water treatment plant. I wonder, if at

some point, we are offered a certain parcel, now 20 acres or so, for a sum much
larger than $35,000. We will be able to thank McCallum, Flinkstrom and the
Scheids for their guidance, generosity and team work on this issue I
Remember Harald Scheid states his mission is to help keep Ashby's taxes low.
Keep an eye on who buys the Ashby Market.
Now you know why they want me gone. Please folks, save yourself from the status
quo. Vote NO on the recall and then vote McCallum OUT!
Let's get to the bottom of this, once and for all.

$"y
*)£&

c? tw^
Tr
,^
ltx

AGREEMENT
SERVICES
AUK±-liMtJNl FOR
JhUK ENGINEERING
bNUINbJbKlNU^KKVICES

H,

BY AND BETWEEN THE
TOWN OF ASHBY MASSACUSETTS

^.
AND
\N & SAMPSON ENGINEERS, INC. ** o

tf

*

tt

$*\
»u( ' **r

.„ r,yV ., .^
o

THIS AGREEMENT is made this
day of
, 2015, by and between
Town of Ashby, acting herein by and through its Board of Selectmen, hereinafter called the
OWNER and WESTON & SAMPSON ENGINEERS, INC., with offices at 5 Centennial Drive,
Peabody, Massachusetts, hereinafter called the ENGINEER.
WITNESSETH, for the consideration hereinafter set forth, the parties hereto agree as follows:
ARTICLE 1 - ENGAGEMENT OF THE ENGINEER AND STANDARD OF CA
1.1

THE OWNER hereby engages the ENGINEER, and the ENGINEER hej<eby accepts the
engagement to perform certain professional engineering services hereinafter described as
engineering services relative to the design^^EF^ejmlttin^N^frvices and limited
construction phase services associated with^tefl9mg wateT^servioe to the Town Hall,
Grange, Legion, Congregation Church a^u Ashby Market from]Ashby Elementary
hereinafter called the PROJECT.

1.2

The ENGINEER'S services shall be performed in a manner consistent with that degree of
skill and care ordinarily exercised by practicing design professionals performing similar
services in the same locality, at the same site and under the same or similar circumstances
and conditions. The ENGINEER makes no other representations or warranties, whether
expressed or implied, with respect to the services rendered hereunder.
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ARTICLE 2 - SCOPE OF SERVICES
2.1

Design and PEP Permit Phase
2.1.1

Conduct a kick-off meeting, with Town and School District stake holders
involved with the Project
a. Establish primary lines of communication
b. Perform an initial site review of the Project area
c. Establish goals and expectations for the project
d. Compile all available data and plans relevant to the project

2.1.2

Prepare and submit to for DEP approval a BRP WS 33 Distribution System
Modification permit application that includes plans and specifications for the
project.
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Finance Committee action:

Approved

Disapproved

_ No Action

Article 20.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, or
borrow the sum of $185.000 for a water system improvement project intended to supply water to
Town-owned and other non-residential buildings in the vicinity of the Town Common; and,
further, to authorize the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen to borrow said
funds pursuant to MGL Ch. 44, ss. 7 or 8 or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to issue
bonds or notes of the Town therefore; and, further, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply
for and accept federal and/or state grants and/or loans to offset any costs incurred hereunder.
including but not limited to grants and/or low-interest loans from the Unites States Department of
Agriculture; and. further, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into any and all
agreements, and execute on behalf of the Town any and all instruments as may be necessary or
convenient to effectuate the purpose of this article;

VOTF

UNANIMOUS

Article 7
The motion was made and seconded to appropriate from Free Cash the sum of $30 000 to
provide for architectural and/or engineering services relative to structural o tun,
assessments! s) of Town buildings, and the state of water supply arrangements for same as *el
to provide for improvements or upgrades to said buildings or water supply arrangeme.
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Property Record Card
PARCEL ID:012/009,Q-OQ23«0000,0 MA.P:Q09,0 BLOCK:0023 LOTiOOQO.O PARCEL ADDRESS: MAIN STREET FY:2015

PARCEL INFORMATION
Owner:
SCHEID, HARALD & BETH ANN
Address:
PO BOX 358
ASH BY MA 01 431 -0358

Usfr-Cod©:
TixCliSS;
Tot Fin Area:
Tot Land Area;

132
T
0
S.OQ

Ex*mpt-B/L%

/

Sate Price;
Sale Date:
~~- Sate Type;
Sate Valid;
Grantor:

35,000
Book:
62734
10/02/13
Page:
505
L
Cert/Doc: 213828
V
GELINAS, B HUNTER ESTATE

Resld-B/L% 100/100

Comm-B/Ufc

Road Type:
N
Rd Condition: N
i V Traffic:
N
" " Water:
IW
Sewer:
SP
indust-B/L%

/

Inspect Date:
Meas Date:
Entrance:
Collect id:
Inspect Refits:
OpenSp-B/L%,

LAND INFORMATION
NBHD CODE: 1
NBHD CLASS: 0
ZONE: R
Seg
Type
Code Method Scj-Ft
Acres
Influ-Y/N
1
R
132
A
217800 5,000
Current Total:
Prior Total:

SKETCH

16,000
16,000

Value
16,000

VALUAflSM (HPdRlATION
Bldg:
0 Und;
16,000 MKtLnd;
Bldg:
0 land:
16,000 Mklnd;

. -.. •

/

Class
N
18,000
18,000

PHOTO

No Picture
Available

Ptree! ID; 012/009.0-0083-0000,0 m of 3/11/15
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7/19/13: MassDEP entered into a Consent Order with William Arnold for Drinking Water violations at
Ashby Market in Ashby. Today's Order contains an enforceable schedule to provide an approved
Transient Non-Community public water system to serve the Ashby Market. Today's Order requires the
owner to operate the on-site well that supplies water in accordance with the requirements for a water
system, which include: hiring a certified operator, developing a coliform sampling plan, carrying out
monitoring requirements, metering water usage, completing cross-connection requirements, submitting
technical specifications on the system and developing an Emergency Response Plan. Today's Order also
requires that future expansion or modification of the public water system must be approved by
MassDEP, This action will ensure that anyone served by this system will receive water that is safe and fit
to drink.
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