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MAY 6
Adult Study - 9:00 AM
Worship & K - 5th Grade Church School (Comm)- 10:30 AM
Coffee Fellowship - 11:30 AM
Faith Development - 11:45 AM
Hospitality - 11:45 AM
NWI Chorus (Sanctuary) - 2 to 5 PM
MAY 13 - MOTHER’S DAY
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MAY 20
LAST Adult Study - 9:00 AM
Worship & K-5th grade Church School - 10:30
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO YOUTH
LAST SUNDAY OF CHOIR AND CHURCH SCHOOL
Coffee Fellowship - 11:30 AM
W & M - 11:45 AM
MAY 27
Worship - 10:30 AM
Coffee Fellowship 11:30 AM

Flower Vouchers
Ministry of Mission’s “Purple
Bin”
Pentecost Sunday
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The Mission of First Presbyterian Church of Highland is to be
the HEART, HANDS, and FEET of Jesus Christ
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Presentation from April 8th Worship Service
Update on PNC
By Elder Vince Catania
Your Pastoral Nominating Committee has requested me to provide an update on our status.
As you know we have been at our task since late September. Our recent silence with you is not
an indication that we have been resting from our task of searching for pastoral leadership for
our congregation. (Far from that). The PNC continues to meet together almost every week
and sometimes more than once a week. Initially, we spent much time organizing, studying the
visioning committee work and developing the mission statement for FPCH. Once we posted
on-line what we were looking for, we then began detailing our search process. As I reported
in a prior update, we had to develop a method of evaluating a prospective candidate, as we
have been viewing many “resumes” to initially discern if the candidate might be acceptable to
our committee to move forward with them in our search process. At our weekly meetings the
PNC members are assigned individual tasks requiring at-home work resulting in subsequent
reporting on their follow-ups at our next meeting. I am here to say that the attendance and
engagement of the PNC members have been admirable and you should proud of their
dedication to our church.
When we find a potential favorable candidate in the initial evaluation stage, the process
requires that the PNC must reach out to our Presbytery for their assistance to solicit from the
candidate’s Presbytery, if the candidate is in good standing. Once cleared by both Presbyteries,
we are then able to reach out to the prospective candidate to request if they would like to
engage in a discussion with the PNC about our part-time pastoral position and our church.
Sometimes we get an answer of no which can come in a variety of reasons.
In order to get to the interview stage of the process, we needed to develop the types of
questions to be asked. The questions chosen for a prospective candidate are intended to try to
probe, understand, uncover, and evaluate information to determine if the candidate makes it
through this stage of the process.
We also had to develop the necessary questions to inquire some insight from the references
that the candidate has provided, recognizing that most references say good things about their
friends. We have tried to ask probing questions to get past the initial favorable canned
responses.
Currently, we have brought several prospective candidates through the evaluation, interview
and reference checking process, but at this point, we can’t report that our assignment is
completed or even near-completed.
We are beginning to feel more comfortable and confident with the overall process that we are
undertaking. We think that we have invented our wheel of progress, so going forward less
time is expected to be needed on the invention of the wheel, and more on its progress and
actions. We genuinely look forward to the date when we can present to you the candidate that
God has chosen for us for our future pastoral leadership. As mentioned before, we do take our
task seriously and understand that we are being guided and led by the Holy Spirit and not by
the passage of time. The PNC understands that the passage of time without pastoral leadership
is an important aspect in the life of our church members, but we ask that you continue to be
patient, continue to be confident that God’s work is being done and continue to pray for us in
our efforts.
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Eason Engle, president of the Trustees, presented the plans for relocation of
the sound system to the main sanctuary floor. Session approved the
relocation and the configuration of the booth. To fund this, an application
will be made for an endowment grant.
Faith Development’s report indicated that Wacky Wednesdays will be
replaced next year with seasonal activities for children.
The Ministry of Hospitality is designing a church information brochure to be
placed in visitors’ bags. We thank the ministry for their work and the success
of worship hosts in welcoming new visitors.
Ministry of Worship and Music is making plans for Pentecost on May 20.
The children in the church school program will be receiving Bibles from the
church on May 20th during worship.
The Session received an invitation for a celebration of Rev. Dr. Laura
Reason’s 25th anniversary of her ordination on Saturday April 28th in Peoria,
IL where she is serving as pastor at the United Presbyterian Church of Peoria.
Vince Catania reported on the progress of the Pastor Nominating Committee
(PNC) that continues to meet regularly.
Clerk Jean Smith reported on the pulpit supply schedule.
Our Season of Great Preaching continues as we welcome the following
pastors to our pulpit in May:
May 6

Rev. Carol McDonald

May 13

Bonnie Perryman

May 20

Rev. Anna Parkinson

May 27

John Reichanadter
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TREASURER’S REPORT
For the Month of
March 31, 2018
Month of

Monthly

Year to

March

Budget

Date

Operating Revenue

$10,331.66

$11,586.00

$33,824.20

Operating Expenses

11,207.32

12,719.00

31,356.88

Excess (Deficit)

($875.66)

$2,467.32

Gifts given in the month of April to the
Endowment Fund include:
In Celebration of Paul & Sandy Nicholls 50th Wedding Anniversary;
In Honor of the PNC as they begin their search for a new pastor

These gifts were given by the following donors:
Barb Dye and Paul & Sandy Nicholls
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TRUSTEE HAPPENINGS

•

On April 16th, Tom Porter officially became Director of our Complaint Department. His first complaint
was received just minutes after worship service when one of our youngest congregants shared concerns
about the Sound Booth project. We are blessed the young congregant felt comfortable enough to contact
Tom. Our thanks go out to our young congregant for caring and devotion to FPCH. A future church leader
in the making!

•

The Indiana Northwest Youth Chorus will be using FPCH for practice on April 30th and on May 6th for a
concert.

•

The Institute of Reading Development will be using church facilities on June 22nd.

•

Come one, come all! Join the Trustees for Church Clean-Up Day on May 19th. We'll be doing gardening,
clean-up work and painting. All are welcome to join in the fun. All ages are welcome!

•

The Town of Highland will be using FPCH as a voting site on May 8th and November 6th.

•

On May 19th, Heartford Steam Boiler is scheduled to inspect the boilers.

•

The Session approved the Trustees to move the sound mixer and build a raised sound booth in the lower
sanctuary. We are locating a source for the white oak so the booth can match the church interior. After
costs and supply are better defined, we'll process a request for funds from the Endowment Fund.

•

The Session approved the Trustees to replace the water line into the south building. A request for funds is
being processed and when approved, the work will be scheduled.

•

We are seeking bids to make repairs to the sidewalks and rebuild our back stoop. The Town of Highland
will remove old concrete and dispose accordingly. The Town Engineer promised the Town's
commitment to help offset some of the new concrete cost, especially along Highway Avenue.

•

The Trustees are seeking donations to replace the old, heavy tables in the Fellowship Hall with new lighter
weight resin banquet tables. Home Depot is selling the tables for $70 each with free delivery and we would
like to purchase 15. You are welcome to use the yellow envelops in the pews or send a check directly to
the church. Your help is appreciated.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY ON
SATURDAY, MAY 19th, 9 AM to 12 PM
COME WHEN YOU CAN – STAY AS
LONG AS YOU CAN!
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!
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EASTER EGG HUNT

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt was held
Saturday, March 31st. Despite the weather
which forced us to hunt indoors, there were 9
children that participated. Children enjoyed
coloring, snacks, an Easter Story reading and of
course “the Easter Egg Hunt”. A special
“Thank You!” goes to our substitute Easter
Bunny, Jean Smith and Peggy Fozkos for the
coloring pages and picture taking. Children
really enjoyed the candy, stickers, and money
that they found inside their eggs provided by a
most generous congregation.
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The Ministry of Faith Development has their Meditation Class every
Wednesday morning at 10:00 am at First Presbyterian Church of
Highland. Whether you are a beginning meditator or experienced—all
are welcome. Come join us and find inner peace!

Last Sunday for Church
School is May 20th.

IMPORTANT DATES
JUNE 17th - Commissioning in Worship
JUNE 17th - 22nd Mission in Cincinnati
JULY 1st - Mission Trip Report Worship Service
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Thank you to all who donated to the food pantry these past few months. The shelves
were bursting. Cheryl Steen and I packed and delivered 25 bags to Love Inc. food pantry and Faith Church in Munster. Many smiles from the volunteers there. We were
proud to represent our giving congregation and hope to fill our pantry again to help the
needy in our community.
Mission committee, Nancy Engle

April Shelter News
We were trying for a spring menu, but instead we had rain
and very cold weather. So, we reverted back to a hearty
dinner of ham and scalloped potato casserole, peas, salad,
bread and butter and wild Maine blueberry cobbler with
whipped topping. With the usual fare of hard boiled eggs
and milk.
The meal was received by 56 grateful souls with many
exclamations of appreciation!!
We had 4 cooks: Debbie Catania, Nancy Engle, Cheryl
Steen, and Judy Toren.
The servers were Eason Engle, Cheryl Steen, and John &
Judy Toren. Better watch out John, you could get to be a
REAL regular!!!!!!!
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On Friday April 20th, Nancy Engle presented Highland Fire Chief
Bill Timmers a check for three hundred dollars for the Fire
Department’s Active Shooter Disaster Plan under development.
The Fire Department is working with students, parents and schools
to protect residents from an unthinkable shooter incident. Chief
Timmers is very grateful to the FPCH for helping the Fire
Department with its work.

FLOWER VOUCHERS will be on sale Sunday mornings in the Fellowship
Hall. Each $15.00 voucher can be redeemed at face value at Zandstra’s
Greenhouse located at 10202 Kennedy Avenue in Highland. Vouchers can be
used on all products and the donation Zandstra’s makes to the church is used
for worthy causes through the Ministry of Mission. Vouchers purchased for
the church garden are GREATLY appreciated!
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EASTER BAKE SALE
A HUGE “Thank You!” to all our creative bakers who
contributed to Mission’s Easter Bake Sale. We had so many
cute and delicious items for everyone to select from, that there
were NO leftovers and we make $210.00+ for Mission’s
General Fund. We will be able to do several more worthwhile
projects for the community because of your help. Keep us in
mind for the November 18th Bake Sale for more goodies for
Thanksgiving.
Cookies made for the Bake Sale by
Carol Callaway

OUR PURPLE BIN IS EMPTY
Mission is ready to fill the purple bin again. This program is
sponsored by Love Inc. We have selected “Karing Kitchen” for the
months of April and May. The items needed are:
Pots and pans, microwaveable glass or ceramics, ceramic mugs,
plastic drinkware, dishes, silverware, cooking utensils, crockpots,
toasters, no glass drinkware.
First United Methodist Church of Griffith is the host
church collecting these items.
We will deliver our donations the last week of May.
Please call with any questions....Nancy Engle 219-796-3481
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In recognition of Pentecost Sunday on May 20th, please wear a RED shirt to
worship that day.
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The next meal will be Saturday,
May 26th from 12 to 1 PM
MAY BIRTHDAYS
5

Marge Ashton

6

Bob Cooke
Ede Corten

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, May 15th
at 2:00 PM at the home of Peggy Fozkos to discuss the book “The Curious Charms of Arthur
Pepper” by Phaedra Patrick.

8

Kamri Nixon

12

Stan Weston

14

Arlene Diekman
Ron Toren
Ella Severson

24

John Gordon
Cindy Vuckovich
Kent Wilson

29

Donna Helmer

On Sunday, April 22nd, the Griner
Family hosted Coffee Hour to
celebrate George’s 95th birthday.
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HAPPY MOTHERS DAY!

The Prayer Circle meets every Monday. The meeting time has changed to 8:30 AM. We
pray for the people on this list, and for all other concerns named at that time. Please join us
whenever possible, and include the persons listed here in your daily devotional time.
Thank you.

Anthony - Suzanne Gruoner’s son
Alaina (Callaway)
Marge Ashton
Bapst Family (Callaway)
The Bouchee Family
Danny Bouchee
Sonny Buono
Mary Ann (Perryman)
Vicky Callaway
Art Calvin
Ina Chappell
I Sun Chong (Oprea)
Marian Clayton (Morton)
Carol Coolidge
Jim & Ede Corten
Steven Cox (Davidson)
Ruth Dekker
Arlene Diekman
Barb Dye
Laurie (Lounsbury)
Daniel Litwicki (Debbie Catania)
Murray Faris
Marlys Furnas
Mary Howe
David Jones (Oprea)
Kevin Johnson (Savage)
Linda Mann
Wanda Cullen (Holmes)

Barb Morton
Rick Parker
Calvin Scott
Cal Sleeman
Larry Small (Mann)
Bonita Sutton (Nolen)
Shannon Churitch Sutton
Steve & Melinda
Dennis VanKooten
Cindy Waltz
Norma Wilson
In order to keep the prayer list
current, we need your input. If
there are people you would like
to have added or if there is
someone who can be taken off
the list, please call the Church
Office (838-6850).
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Due to federal regulations about
privacy, we are no longer called
by hospitals about patient
admissions. Even if they ask you
for your church affiliation when
checking in, they do not call. If
you or your loved one would like a
visit while hospitalized, or would
like a home visit, please call the
church office at 219-838-6850.
Thank you!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

•

We pray for those undergoing
treatment for cancer, the mentally ill
and their families, those recuperating,
those undergoing treatments and
those waiting for transplants.

•

We pray for our country.

•

We pray for our firemen and police
who help keep us safe at home.

•

We pray for our service men and
women.

•

We pray for the unemployed, the
under employed and the homeless.

•

We pray for those who are traveling.

•

We pray for those we hold silently in
our hearts.

•

We pray for all children in the world.

•

We pray for the work of the Holy
Spirit within the life of FPCH and
within each of us, that we may indeed
be and make disciples in each new
day.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
TEACHERS

USHER SCHEDULE
MAY 6
Kikkert Family
MAY 13
Kris Agbor
Rodney & Peggy Fozkos
MAY 20
Cheryl Steen
Eason & Nancy Engle
MAY 27
Carol Callaway
Peter & Gale Churitch

LITURGISTS

May 6: K LaFlech/R Martinez
May 13: D Catania/H Kikkert
May 20: T Oprea/T Severson

MAY 6
Lois Fozkos
MAY 13
John Toren
MAY 20
Charlotte Abernethy
MAY 27
Bonnie Perryman

HOSPITALITY
May 6:
May 13:
May 20:
May 27:

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
FLOWERS
MAY 6 - 27

OPEN

MAY 6
Jan Oprea
Tracy Oprea
Thor, Nolan & Ella Severson

Jamie Ham
Jerry Martinez
Shirley McKnight
Arletta Schaefer

COMMUNION: May 6th
Charlotte Abernethy
George Griner
Bonnie Perryman
John & Judy Toren

MAY 13
OPEN

RIDES TO HERITAGE
WORSHIP

MAY 20
OPEN

Call the Church Office
(838-6850)

MAY 27
Lois Fozkos

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
HIGHLAND

Worship
Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Mailing address: 8727 Delaware Street
Highland, Indiana 46322
Phone: (219) 838-6850
Fax: (219) 838-0827
E-mail: fpch@fpchighland.org

We’re on the Web!
www.fpchighland.org

