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They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. (Acts 2:42)

The Key to Understanding Easter
The Rev. Dr. Alden W. Towberman, Dean
As you receive this month's Witness, Holy Week and Easter
stand just around the corner. Pastors of the Mission District
and Lay Associates Ministers will be gathering for worship to
renew their ordination vows and their call to the Office of
Word and Service on Tuesday of Holy Week at a service we
know as the Chrism Mass. Remember your pastors in your
prayers not only during Holy Week, but every week. They are
worthy of your very best encouragement and support; their
calling is not easy. We have some of the finest pastors in the
congregations of our Mission District that I have had the
privilege to know over the forty years of my ministry.
To enter into the joy of Easter takes great courage whether one
is clergy or laity. One must bend down and look into the empty
tomb like the disciples and see that He has Risen. What do you
mean by this some might ask? One must be prepared to see
what one does not expect. Do you see the "Glory of Christ or
the false glory of the world?"
Last Easter Pope Francis spoke profound words about Easter
and humility. He stated that Jesus, "by His death and
resurrection shows everyone the way to life and happiness: this
way is humility." This is the path which leads to glory. Only
those who humble themselves can go toward the "things that
are above," toward God.
To enter into the mystery of God's love we need to bend down
in love and service in Christ's Name to one another. Only
those who humble themselves understand the glorification of
Jesus that Easter is about and are able to follow Him in the way
of glory.

Obviously that often involves being countercultural. Instead
of putting ourselves first we Christians by the grace of Christ,
crucified and risen, become the seeds by which God raises up
those around us to new life. It takes humility to live in service
to one another, not to be arrogant, but rather respectful,
forgiving, and ready to act first to bring peace, comfort, hope,
and help to those around us for Christ's sake. This is not
weakness, but true strength.
Those who bear within them God's power, His love and His
justice, do not need to have others tell them how great they are,
do not need to insist on being "right,' do not need to be served,
they take others sins upon themselves and respond with grace.
For when they look in the tomb they know that God serves
them with grace, mercy and compassion beyond
comprehension. Those who bend down in this way speak and
act with the power of truth, beauty and love. We cannot live
Easter without entering into this mystery of faith. It is not
something intellectual, more than a promise we trust for
salvation, more than hope for tomorrow. It is so much more!
Entering into the mystery of faith means being able to wonder,
to contemplate that Resurrection Life dwells within us and our
congregations.
I pray that all in our Mission District and all in Christ's Church
may see His Glory this Easter.
In Christ,
Pastor Al Towberman, Dean

