TERM 1 2018

FAMILY NEWSLETTER
Well done to our new
Kindergarten Students
- all settled into ‘Big
School’

Welcome
We’ve reached the end of our first busy
term for this year and it seems that summer is still with us.
Most sessions are fully subscribed , but
the wait-list is gradually decreasing with
many families having their requests met.
We are currently investigating increasing
places.
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Coordinator’s message
Dear Families
We held our AGM on Monday 9th April at 7 p.m. followed by our Term 1 Committee Meeting.
I'd like to express our thanks to Catherine Perez-Mansill for all the time and enormous effort
as President of our committee and thanks to Anna Butcher for all her work. We welcome several new committee members, amongst them, Tien Tifa into her new role as President, and
Jacqui Clark as Vice-President. Janelle Cowan continues her outstanding work as Secretary.
Sam O’Donnell continues to be a valuable help and support with finances.
Our wait-list has been a major topic this term, we are seeing changes and progress and the
Committee has formed a working group to explore options.
Sadly we have said goodbye to Eloise Plant, Rhianna Dawson and Sammy Turner as they
have moved into the wider world and taken up careers in their field of study. We welcome
Emily Scott, Andrew Plant, Katie Tatt and Lizzie West—all ex WPPS pupils once again.
We were thrilled to receive a technology grant from Ku Ring Gai Council, this has been put
towards building a “tech trolley” with a projector, speakers and a media player, the credit must
go to Janelle for the hard work she put into the application.
With the help of my keen gardening team I am currently freshening up the flower beds at the
school gate. On Apollo Avenue
Please ensure you read the information on the new Childcare Package at the end of the
newsletter. Kind Regards, Sonja

A Word from our
Educational Leader
Hello to our wonderful WPOOSC family
It has been a terrific start to 2018. We have had lots of fun
getting to know each other, developing new, and strengthening, old friendships as we start the new year. We have had an
exciting program full of activities and interests, engaging in a
range of physical, creative, experimental activities and some
that just make you laugh. We hope you enjoy reading about it.
There have been some changes to our National Quality Standard and Regulations. Please take the time to read about these
changes at https://www.acecqa.gov.au/resources/supportingmaterials/nqf-changes I will also send out more information in
the coming weeks.
It has been fantastic getting to know our new Kindy Children.
They are each so wonderful and different. The Kindy children
have developed a LOVE for hama beads. This is a new experience for many of the children and has helped the children
settle into school care.
We have engaged in wonderful conversations about animals
and their babies, our own families, people around the world
and working as a team. During our group times, we have engaged in a range of teamwork concepts, discussing the exciting
opportunities they have as they travel through primary school
together.
Putting these ideas into practice, we played a range of games
from Twister to Mousetrap, marbles, 10-Pin bowling, Doggy
Doggy Where is your Bone and our favourite ‘One Block Construction’ - the children sit in a circle and construct a communal building. Everyone takes turns to place a single block on the
construction at a time. This encourages them to look at where
the child before had placed the block and consider how they
can continue. It is wonderful observing their thought processes, taking the time to consider different perspectives, before
placing their block down. The children take great joy and develop a sense of belonging and community.
Educators have had a wonderful time planning and documenting the children’s experiences. We have loved exploring
our sense of identity through art. The children started with self
-portraits using our new mirrors and then working toward
Picasso style painting

Cont: A Word from our
Educational Leader

The children have also had the opportunity to engage in art
through observation, watercolours, reflection painting and
experimenting with varied painting techniques. These artworks can be viewed in our hallway. We look forward to
exploring more artists and their techniques next term as we
extend and support the children’s passion and skills in art.
Social Skills and Resilience’s Incursion
Our Social Skills and Resilience’s course was an amazing
opportunity for the children to start off the year, it highlighted considering their friends and how to care and support their relationships at school and during school care.
Myself and our Coordinator, Sonja, have been invited to
join the school’s Mindfulness course that the older grades
participate in. We look forward to supporting the children
in their relationships and interactions in partnership with
West Pymble Public School.
Working as a team
Through collaboration and teamwork, the children have
created a beautiful banner, welcoming the community to
the service. The children had the freedom to display representations of the different people in our community
through creating hands in different flag colours. Through
this experience, the children were eager to create more
collaborative artwork.

Our love for Performing
Performing has been a huge joy for the children this
term. I was lucky enough to find to box of used tap
shoes for the children to play with. We had weeks of
experimenting, discovering the sound and rhythm
that they can make. Our educators, Eloise and Emily
were able to share their skills in tap dancing with us,
teaching us the moves and guiding us on music
choices. After a couple of months of tap dancing fun
the children were then provided with dress ups and
resources to develop their own tap dancing show! It
was wonderful seeing the children developing stories, creating music, routines and retelling fairy tales
through tap dancing, they created a theatre for the
audiences and a stage to perform with ticket booths,
invitations and posters for the play. This allows the
children to engage in dramatic play and extend on
their love of performing.
Our New Projector in Practise
During Term 1 we received a grant from Ku-ring Gai
Council, we purchased a projector, projection screen,
speakers and a laptop to run DVD’s. With this technology we have many wonderful opportunities to
extend the children’s interests, explore concepts and
engage in a range of different projects and activities.
An example of this was through performance and
dance when we used the projector to play Just Dance
to practice dance moves and routines to be added to
performances.

New Resources
We love the new resources purchased this term. The water
trough has provided the children with lots of wonderful
moments. Apart from keeping cool on hot days, it also encourages the children to develop their numeracy skills using
the new measuring cylinders and squirt tubes to measure
volume. We have new mats purchased from an Aboriginal
community initiative, each mat has a different colour and
symbol. During afternoon tea or playing quiet games the
mats give a comfortable place to sit, talk and play. This term
we purchased a badge press that has been on our wish list
for year, we have used our it create Kindy name tags, Harmony Day designs and soon to be Mother’s Day creations.

Birthday Chart
The children are fascinated with our new birthday chart. It has been wonderful to watch the children arrive and
look for their own name or check if it is anyone’s Birthday. Many of the children have been shocked to see that
we educators know when their birthday is, we continue to tell them we know EVERYTHING.
Term 2
In Term 2 we will continue to investigate areas of interest and expand on popular themes. We will have particular focus on space and space exploration. Additionally, maps in all formats are a point of interest.

Kind Regards, Jacqui

Routines
Term 2 accounts will be
emailed from Hubworks
on Friday 11th May and will
be due for payment by
Friday 25th May

Allergies & Asthma
Remember to update and
inform us of changes in your
child's medical needs

The children are very good at putting
bags in the correct areas, attending
roll call and ensuring they have permission forms signed for extracurricular activities and that most
valued of all - ‘Sign-Out to School’.

‘Sign-Out to School’ is required if
your child wishes to leave OOSC
and join their friends in the playground before 9 a.m. The
school provides a duty teacher
from 8.40 a.m. each morning but
our Duty of Care extends to 9
a.m. In general, if there is a
teacher in the playground we are
happy to allow your child to leave
at 8.50 a.m. (the more senior
children, may go from 8.40 a.m.)
but the permission form must be
completed and submitted before
we can allow the children to
leave early.

CRAFT

ITEMS

LOST PROPERTY
Please remind your child to
ensure they have their hat
& jumper when they leave
the Centre

Cardboard boxes are the basis of many a
creation and we would like families to bring in
(or bring back!) empty small boxes, please
ensure that the boxes have not contained any
nut products. We would like small recycled
items for craft such as lids from soft drink and
milk bottles , ribbons, tubes (no toilet paper)
egg boxes and recycled paper is always
needed. if your office has any non-confidential
paper for recycling please bring it in.

Drop-Off & Collection
Mornings
Please note that drop-off time in the morning is strictly from 7.30 am. Our insurance is NOT
VALID before this time and staff only commence work at 7.30 a.m.
At times staff members may arrive a little earlier to prepare for the day – we have duties that
can only be completed on arrival in the morning and it is very difficult if parents rush off before
7.30 a.m. and we are not ready to supervise.
Please ensure that you ALWAYS sign your child in. This is a regulated requirement

Afternoon
All children must come directly to OOSC when the school bell has rung. We continue to collect
kindy's from their classes. The children know the sign-in routine and are generally very good,
but we have had a few slip ups at times when the children have an extra-curricular activity
straight after school – please remind your child that they need to come in and sign before
heading to tennis, band, dancing etc.
Once again we must emphasize the importance of notifying our office, either by email, phone
or a phone message if your child will be absent. A $10 fine will be applied if we have not
received notification.
When collecting a child please ensure you have signed them out on the rosters. If you are
having your child collected by someone else we must be notified in advance and they may
have to show identification if they are not known to the staff members. Anyone under 18 yrs.
may only sign a child out if you have supplied a letter for our files.
OFFICE TIME & ENQUIRIES
We are generally happy to see you when you bring in and are collecting your child but at times we may be
busy with other duties, so for a quick chat we can usually help you but for any issues that require a longer
discussion please call and make an appointment. Please avoid coming in the 10 minutes before school
when we are busy with kindy group time as it is very distracting for the children and just after the end of
school bell we are focused on getting the children signed in.

New Child Care Package – transition for families
On 2 July 2018 the Child Care Subsidy and Additional Child Care Subsidy will replace the current child
care fee assistance payments. Child Care Subsidy will be paid directly to your approved child care provider/s to reduce the fees you pay.
All families currently in receipt of Child Care Benefit and/or Child Care Rebate for approved care will
receive a Centrelink letter about transitioning to the Child Care Subsidy.
You should follow the instructions in your letter and go online to complete your Child Care Subsidy assessment or claim for Child Care Subsidy as soon as possible.

https://www.education.gov.au/new-child-care-package-transition-families

