TRINITY TOPICS

2018

Warden's World
Lent is upon us. Hopefully you have incorporated one additional discipline this year as
suggested by Rev. Nancy. There are daily meditation booklets available in the sanctuary, our
weekly book study on the Prodigal Son Tuesday mornings at 11:00, and our weekly Wednesday
evening Celtic Service at 7:00. It is not too late to begin any or all these offerings in 2018.
Any additional preparation will then be intensified with our very active Holy Week. On
Wednesday Evening at 7:00 Trinity will offer a Tennebrae Service. Maundy Thursday will begin
with an agape meal at 6:00 P.M. followed by foot washing and the Service at 7:00. Good Friday
Service will be solemnly presented at 7:00 P.M., with the joyous Easter Sunday Service
celebrated at our normal 10:30 A.M. Please come and worship with the Trinity Family.
Your Priest and Vestry concluded the 2018 Vestry Retreat last Saturday in the wonderful setting
among the trees and woodpeckers at Cobb Cabin. It was concluded that our greatest resource,
aside from our people, is our physical plant. The building and grounds have often been viewed
as a burden but are also a great blessing that needs to be shared with the community. A goal
last year was to engage experts to address the health issues affecting our community. This idea
will be continued in 2018, with the plan to host quarterly gatherings that educate the community
about the elderly-focused issues facing all of us and are addressed by organizations such as
Hospice and the Alzheimer Association.
A new consideration was highlighted at the last Diocesan Convention. Community Gardens have
gained significant notice among Churches. We have a very large area that could expand our
Pollinator Garden to provide plots to the Community that could offer healthy exercise, family and
neighborhood bonding, economic and nutritious food as well as educational opportunities. We
realize that such an undertaking has many aspects that need considered before any soil is tilled.
The initial investigative task force meeting was held on Monday, February 26. Should you be
interested in participating in this exciting project, please let Carole Cobb, Evanthia Owen or Deb
Kappers know so that you can be included in future meetings.
I cannot help but notice that as the days warm the birds sing more, the flowers are peeking out
of the ground and the sun seems to shine a little more brightly. This March happens to be Lent,
not the time of new growth and beginnings. However, we know that Easter will follow Good
Friday. All will be reborn. We are an Easter People!

Peace
Jim

A WORD FROM REV. NANCY
Lent is a season of being invited by God in a deeply personal way. “Come back to me, with all your
heart” our Lord beckons. “We will,” we respond, but we aren’t quite ready yet, our hearts are not
prepared. Our souls are not yet perfect. We are not ready for God to love us.
Yes, of course we want a deeper relationship with God, we tell ourselves earnestly. And we will…. just a
few more things to do at work, a little more time in prayer, and on and on..
It is an extraordinary invitation to each one of us. God invites us to drop the defenses that we hold up
between God and ourselves. All we are asked to do in “returning with all our hearts” is to realize that our
standards, our way of judging and loving are so very different from God’s way, and so much smaller.
God offers an entire Lenten season, AND an entire lifetime, of loving us unconditionally, no matter what
we have done, or how much we think we have hidden from God.
What stops us from this great reunion?
What keeps us from accepting this invitation to something really deeper in our lives with God? We feel in
our hearts that there are things we should say first: “wait…but…if only” and finally, “If God really knew
about me…”
It doesn’t matter. None of it matters. Only the joy that we have turned to God and that like a loving
father or mother, God is embracing us.
Come back to me with all your heart.
Our acceptance of this call, this appeal to our hearts, is simple if we get beyond the fear. Our hearts have
been opened. We can take the earliest moments of our day, perhaps with our morning cup of coffee, to
pray or sit quietly and in silence with Jesus.
We further develop our ongoing relationship with Jesus- we express to him our hopes, fears, joys, the
ways in which we worry- and be assured that Jesus hears what’s on our hearts and the assurance of his
presence with us in all we undertake and that his love will actually guide us.
Come back to me with all your heart
Please come attend the Lenten
Spiritual retreat with me!
Practicing the Presence of God
St. Margaret's Episcopal Church in Trotwood
Saturday, March 17
9:00 am -3:00 pm
I highly recommend it for your Lent observance.
See me for any questions.
Registration at dsospirituality.org
Cost: $15 - Scholarships available!
Rev. Nancy
Rev. Nancy is in Troy on Tuesday and Fridays. She plans to be in the office:
Tuesday afternoons from 2-4 pm and on Fridays from 11 am until 1 pm.
If you would like to see her, please call ahead to be sure she hasn't been called away
or you can also call her to schedule an appointment at another time.
Rev. Nancy's cell phone: 1-937-232-1587
rectortect@trinitytroyohio.org
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Sunday March 25

10:30 AM

PALM SUNDAY SERVICE
We will gather in the Parish Hall for palms
and quietly process to the sanctuary.

Wed., March 28

7:00 pm

TENEBRAE SERVICE

Thursday, March 29

6:00 pm
7:00 pm

AGAPE MEAL
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE

Friday, Mary 30

7:00 pm

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE

Sunday, April 1

10:30 am

EASTER SERVICE - ONE SERVICE

A HISTORY OF LENT
Early Christians observed "a season of penitence and fasting" in preparation for the Paschal feast, or
Pascha (BCP, pp. 264-265). The season now known as Lent (from an Old English word meaning "spring,"
the time of lengthening days) has a long history. Originally, in places where Pascha was celebrated on a
Sunday, the Paschal feast followed a fast of up to two days. In the third century this fast was lengthened
to six days.
Eventually this fast became attached to, or overlapped, another fast of forty days, in imitation of Christ's
fasting in the wilderness. The forty-day fast was especially important for converts to the faith who were
preparing for baptism, and for those guilty of notorious sins who were being restored to the Christian
assembly. In the western church the forty days of Lent extend from Ash Wednesday through Holy
Saturday, omitting Sundays.
The last three days of Lent are the sacred Triduum of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday.
Today Lent has reacquired its significance as the final preparation of adult candidates for baptism. Joining
with them, all Christians are invited "to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and
repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God's holy
Word" (BCP, p. 265).

DAVID COBB AND FAMILY: Dave's sister, Marcia Warner, died in Texas this
past weekend after a battle with cancer.
PHIL HARBAUGH:

Phil continues to recover after a stay in the hospital
last month.

PRISCILLA STULL:

Priscilla was taken to the hospital on Sunday,
February 18 after passing out. She was released
the same day and is following up with her doctor.

MARY DEISMAN:

Mary is presently at StoryPoint after suffering a
stroke. She welcomes an occasional short phone
call and cards. StoryPoint, 1840 Town Park Dr.,
Rm # 327, Troy 45373. (937-456-8273).
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NEWS TO KNOW

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Joshua Kraynek (3/02), Carolyn Workman (3/22), Millie Woryk (3/24),
Patrick Jacobs (3/25), Joanie Gutermuth (3/28), Dick Jordan 93/28),
Jim and Brenda Sleeper (3/19), Larry and Sondra Salyer (3/31)

OUTREACH: REACHING OUT
NEW PROJECT:
We will collect used magazines to donate to Brookdale Assisted Living Center on Stanfield Rd.
A basket will be in the church hallway at the east door. This will be a year long donation.
Bob Schmidt has offered to deliver the magazines to Brookdale for the Outreach Committee.

BEGINNING APRIL 22:
A Helping Hands Workshop Day will be held on Saturday, April 22, then on every third Saturday
of the month (10am - 12pm). It will be a "make and take". The four items will be plastic canvass
sewing projects (pre-cut and purchased), knitting (small projects like potholders), pillows, heart
baskets, macramé, and finally weaving. This is for both children and adults. Refreshments will be
available. No reservation needed -- it will be on a walk-in basis.

LOOKING AHEAD:
Friday, April 6

The Master Gardeners will once again use the Parish Hall for a Coffee with
a Master Gardener on Friday, April 6 from 10:00 am - 11:30 am.
More information to come, including registration and topic.

Sunday, April 15

The Dayton Chapter of the American Guild of Organists will be in the Troy
area for their monthly meeting. The Guild members will be going to three
churches in Troy and will play the organs of each church for each other.
The Guild will be at Trinity to experience our Holtkamp tracker organ
at 4 pm. Anyone who is interested in the organ is welcome to come and
listen, and anyone who's had experience playing the organ will be invited to
try out our instrument. There is no charge.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE TO CHANGE
BEGINNING APRIL 15 - 8:15 SERVICE RESUMES
We will return to our schedule of an 8:15 am Rite I service on the first and
third Sunday of each month beginning April 15 (Easter is on the April 1).
This schedule will continue THROUGH the summer until November.
Beginning in November through the winter months and ending
at the end of March, we will only have the one service at 10:30 am.
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COMMUNITY

Camp Courageous is a 5-day camp for grieving children and teens entering grades K-12. A Camp
Companion is someone safe to talk, play, laugh, and cry with during camp. A Companion is assigned
one or two children for the duration of the camp, which is held at Ludlow Falls Camp, in Ludlow Falls.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER:






Be at least 18 years of age
Be able to be present at camp from 8:30 am - 4:30 am, June 11-15
Complete an application with four (4) full references and be
interviewed
Be fingerprinted and submit to a background check
Attend 2 training sessions at the Generations of Life Center, 550
Summit Ave., Troy, from 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm on May 22 and June 4.
If you are interested, please contact Kimberly Walker at
(937) 573-2103, kwalker@HospiceOfMiamiCounty.org
or stop by our office for an application at 550 Summit, Troy OH.

About First Place Food Pantry
We started as a small outreach of the First United
Methodist Church in Troy in January of 2002. First Place
Food Pantry is now a freestanding 501c3 organization that
serves the critical food needs for residents of Troy and
Casstown, Ohio - covering zip codes 45373 and 45312.
We are located at: 721 Lincoln Ave., Troy
Hours of Operation: Mon: 1-3pm and 5-6:30pm
Wed: 1-3pm and on 2nd Wed. 3-5pm
Fri: 1-3pm
HOW CAN I HELP?

First Place needs funds to help with rent, utilities,
vehicle maintenance and salary of director.

Donations of food in short supply: pasta, personal
care items, paper towels, diapers, and baby food.

We need volunteers: Contact Donna Wilkerson at
937-335-2826
Donations of checks or cash to: First Place Food Pantry
110 W. Franklin St.
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Cause an Effect
Make dinner a selfless act by joining
us for a fundraiser to support First Place
Food Pantry LLC. Come in to Chipoltes,
1934 W. Main Street in Troy

March 6th between 5 and 9 pm

Bring the Cause an Effect flyer
(Copies in the Parish Hall)
Show it on your smartphone or tell the
cashier you're supporting the case to
make sure that 50% of the proceeds will
be donated to the Food Pantry.

COMMUNITY
The Kettering Children’s Choirs are performing in Troy on Sunday, April 8, 2018, at 3:00 p.m. This
nondenominational event will be held at the First United Methodist Church, 130 West Franklin Street, Troy
and is made possible by the Troy Mayors’ Concerts, Inc. with sponsorship from several foundations,
corporations, and individuals.

The Kettering Children’s Choirs have established a local and national reputation of choral excellence and
are one of the largest and most successful children’s choral programs in the state of Ohio. The program
was founded in 1986 and now includes over 200 singers from 9 counties and 30 Miami Valley communities.
Singers range in age from 8 to 18 and are admitted to the program by audition.

A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP BREIDENTHAL
My dear brothers and sisters,
I am heartbroken to be writing to you once again after a mass shooting. I commend to you the statement
(below) released after the tragic event at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, by
Bishops United Against Gun Violence, a group of more than 70 Episcopal bishops (myself included)
working to curtail the epidemic of gun violence in the United States.
I don't have much to add to what has been so eloquently written by this group, except to say that
learning a young, active Episcopalian was among those killed brings this tragedy especially close to home.
I ask that you take the steps listed in the statement for making our voices heard by our elected
representatives. And as always, to keep those affected by this senseless tragedy held up in prayer.
Blessings,
+Bishop Tom Breidenthal
"Am I doing everything I can to keep them safe?"
Bishops United Urges Assault Weapons Ban, Prayers of Lamentation
The heart of our nation has been broken yet again by another mass shooting at an American school.
We offer our deepest condolences to the families and loved ones of those who were murdered at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. We mourn with particular sorrow Carmen Schentrup,
a 16-year-old student at the school and leader in the youth group at St. Mary Magdalene Episcopal
Church in Coral Springs, who died at the hands of the gunman. We pledge to work with the Episcopal
Diocese of Southeast Florida to lend whatever material and spiritual comfort we can to all those who have
suffered such a devastating loss.
The phrase "thoughts and prayers" has been devalued by politicians whose prayers seem never to move
them to act against their self-interests or the interests of the National Rifle Association. Yet, as Christians,
we believe deeply in the power of prayer to console, to sustain and to heal, but also to make evident the
work that God is calling us to do. We pray that all who have been touched by this violent act receive
God's healing and solace.
Continued
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A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP BREIDENTHAL, continued
In the wake of this massacre, we believe God is calling us to understand that we must not simply identify
the social and political impediments to ending these lethal spasms of violence in our country. We must
reflect on and acknowledge our own complicity in the unjust systems that facilitate so many deaths, and,
in accordance with the keeping of a holy Lent, repent and make reparations.
Specifically, we ask you, members of our church and those who ally yourselves with us, to:
 Contact your elected representatives and ask them to support legislation banning assault weapons
such as the AR-15, which is the gun used in most of the recent mass shootings in our country; highcapacity magazines; and bump stocks, the equipment used by the killer in the Las Vegas massacre
that allows semiautomatic weapons to fire dozens of rounds in seconds. We understand that mass
shootings account for a small percentage of the victims of gun violence; that far more people are
killed by handguns than by any kind of rifle; that poverty, misogyny and racism contribute mightily to
the violence in our society and that soaring rates of suicide remain a great unaddressed social
challenge. And yet, the problem of gun violence is complex, and we must sometimes address it in
small pieces if it is not to overwhelm us. So, please, call your members of Congress and insist that
your voice be heard above those of the National Rifle Association's lobbyists.


Participate in a service of a lamentation for the victims of the Parkland shooting and all victims of
lethal gun violence. We will be announcing a schedule of such services at churches around the
country in the near future. To keep up with these plans, please follow our Facebook page
Episcopalians Against Gun Violence



Enter into a period of discernment with us about how, through prayer, advocacy and action, we can
make clear to our elected representatives that they must vote in the interests of all Americans,
including law-abiding gun owners, in passing life-saving, common sense gun policies. Visit our
website to learn more about our work and how to reach us. And if you plan to attend this summer's
General Convention in Austin, Texas, plan to join us each morning for prayer outside the convention
hall and to attend the Bishops United Against Gun Violence public witness on Sunday, July 8 at 9 a.m.

Two years after the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary that took the life of Ben Wheeler, an active
young member of Trinity Episcopal Church in Newtown, Connecticut, his father, David, asked parents to
look at their children and then ask themselves, "Am I doing everything I can to keep them safe? Because
the answer to that question, if we all answer honestly, clearly is no."
In memory of Carmen and Ben and all of God's children lost to senseless gun violence, may God give us
grace and fortitude in our witness so that we can, at last, answer yes.

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness light;
And where there is sadness joy.
St. Francis of Assisi
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ON THE CALENDAR WEEKLY
SUNDAY WORSHIP:
Mar. 4

9:15 am
10:30 am

SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

Mar. 11

9:15 am
10:30 am

SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

Mar. 18

9:15 am
10:30 am

SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

Mar. 25

9:15 am
10:30 am

SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

7:00 pm

CELTIC EVENING PRAYER
A quiet time of reflection is just what you need in the middle of the
week. Following the service we gather in fellowship for conversation,
wine, and cheese in the Parish Hall.

WEDNESDAYS:

BOOK STUDY ON TUESDAYS, MARCH 6, 20, & 27 AT 11:00 AM IN THE WORKMAN LOUNG
Sundays:
3rd Saturday:

3:00 pm
6-10 pm

N3W G3N3RATION Service in the PH
N3W G3N3RATION Praise Service in the PH

ON THE CALENDAR MONTHLY
Mar. 4

(First Sunday of each the month)
Healing Prayers follow Communion
Loose Plate Offering designated for the Discretionary Fund. Donations
accepted any time: CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO: TRINITY CLERGY
DISCRETIONARY FUND. (There is a separate account in which the funds are deposited.)

Mar. 7

(First Wednesday of each month)
6-9:00 pm Pranic Healing Clinic in the Education Building. Call Marina Shaw,
(937-492-0407) for more information.

Mar. 10

1:30 pm

Outreach Committee Meeting in the Parish Hall.

Mar. 11

12:00 pm

Worship Committee Meeting

Mar. 12

(Second Monday of each month in the WL)
10:30 am Building and Grounds Meeting
7:00 pm
Vestry Meeting

Mar. 20

5:00 pm Twilight Quilters — open to all.

The Rev. Nancy Howard Hardin:
Email: rectortec@trinitytroyohio.org
Office: E-mail: trinitychurch@trinitytroyohio.org
Phone: 937-335-7747
Office hours: Monday—Friday: 8:00 am-12:30 pm
Website: www.trinitytroyohio.org
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