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the	grand	staff	and	the	keyboard

identifying	repeating	note	patterns
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The keyboard provides a visual range of the lowest to highest music notes.

The grand staff has a treble staff and bass staff joined by a brace.

The musical alphabet consists of 7 letter names (A, B, C, D, E, F and G). 

This note sequence repeats 7 times. The C's on the keyboard below and their

position on the grand staff are shown starting with the lowest on the left. 
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ABC

In navigating the piano keyboard there are two landmarks on the keyboard, C is found

before every group of 2 black keys, and F is found before every group of 3 black keys.

The group of 2 black keys gives us the notes C D E. 

Write all the C's and F's on the keyboard.
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G A B follows the F landmark.

Name the notes marked with an x on the keyboard.
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The distance between each repeating note (ie. C to C) is 8 notes apart and is called an octave.  
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ottava bassa - the octave lower 
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Write all the G A B's on the keyboard.

CDE

”“ ottava alta - the octave higher 
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Write all the C D E's on the keyboard.
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