When we first entered into James, 


I watched an overview that claimed that this book was a barrage of proverbs


and teachings of Jesus, 



that tell us how to practically live.  

This idea complicated breaking up this book into sections to preach on, 


because it seems to jump from one idea to another.  

Today for example, 


we go from not slandering one another, 


to making plans for tomorrow, 


to warnings toward the rich, 


to patience in suffering, 


to letting your yes be yes 



and no be no.  

So the question becomes, 


what ties all of these pieces of advice together?  


What is the common thread?

With some help from recent headlines, 


it came to me.  

All of James' advice is 


how to prevent a subtle coup d'etat.  

The issues addressed here, 


are not to prevent a full throated uprising, 



where everyone is consciously claiming, 




“I am God!”  




“I am the master and commander of my own destiny!”  

But each of the items addressed here, 


are addressed so that thinking does not slip into our thinking, 



however innocently.  

When this type of thinking does slip into our thinking, 


its presence makes being faithful followers of God and his Kingdom 



so much harder.  

So I invite you to wander through this journey of thought that James' has put together, 


to see those subtle everyday ways that we act as if we are God, 



the King, 



Judge, 



and Savior of the world.  


Then to see James' prescription to change our thinking and behavior.

For our first subtle step towards trying to be God, 


slandering one another is identified.  

Verse 12 makes it clear there is only one Lawgiver and Judge, 


and it is not you. 


It is the one who is able to both save and destroy, 



God.  

But when we slander and judge our brother, 


we are usurping God, 



by saying this person is the definition of selfish, 




greedy, 




elitist,




 or what ever your issue with your brother or sister is.  

The issue comes from what the basis of all the laws are: 


“love your neighbor as yourself.”  

But in order to slander your neighbor, 


you have to speak of them in ways that are not loving.  

So in order to call your neighbor lazy, 


you have to either realize you yourself are breaking the law.  


Or if you are in denial, 



say that you yourself are above the law.  


You pardon yourself as the supreme ruler of the land 



from everyone else's standards.  

We are trying to be God, 


and God showed us in Jesus that he was not above the standards he set for all.  

Our next small way we try to take over for God 


is in planning.  

One of the great trauma's of the COVID pandemic 


was the inability to plan.  

After sitting in on the Yuletide planning meeting 


and then reading this passage, 

to acknowledge that, 


“If it is the Lord's will”



 is not that hard to say.  

Currently, 


everything that was being planned ended with, “



If there are no active cases in Skagway.”  

There was even the suggestion of a “Plan B” calendar, 


with the events that could happen with an active case.  

There will not be a printed calendar this year, 


because everything can change so fast 


and be so fluid.  

We know now more than ever 


that our plans are not reality 



unless it is God's will.  

I would encourage you to look at how we are currently giving COVID the power 


that is actually God's.  

Remember, 


God is the one who decides whether we live or die.  

If we pretend to know how tomorrow will happen, 


much less how next year will happen, 



we are claiming to know what only God knows.  

So give credit to God 


instead of COVID.  

James doesn't say, stop planning.  


But he does say 



plan with an open hand, 



instead of a closed fist, 




knowing that God is in control.

Verse 17 is hanging out at the end of the paragraph, 


with a fierce challenge that we should not miss.  

If God has made a task clear to you 


and you don't do it, 



you are are sinning.  

This is were we get the two categories of sins.  


Sins of commission, 



those things your committed.  


And Sins of Ommission, 



those things you ommitted to do.  

Both can be harmful. 


 I remember the time that my parents forgot to pick me up after youth group.  



After sitting outside the church for awhile, 




I walked the five blocks to my dad's office, 




found the spare key, 




got in and called them.  

The guilt of ommitting seemed harsher than committing in that circumstance.  

God knows what is good for his Kingdom to come.  


He calls us to be part of that.  



When we refuse to do what he calls us to do, 


we are again claiming to know more than God.

As we move into chapter 5, 


we come before the issue of wealth 


and what we are to do with it.  

The three things that James cite in verse 2 


are the three sources of wealth at that time.  



Corn and Grain, 



clothing, 



and money itself.  


Today we might have property, 



cars, 



and stock portfolios.  

But the wealth itself is not necessarily critiqued, 


but the hoarding of wealth.  

How much extra corn and grain do you have to have 


for it to not be used up before it rots?  

How long must clothes sit unused 


for moths to eat them?  

How long must a coin sit in one spot before it corrodes? 

James is speaking to those with wealth 


to use their wealth as was expected.  

The patristic system was set up for the wealthy to support the artists, 


the economy, 


the labor force,



 in using what God had blessed them with.  

When they hoarded it, 


the whole economy ground to a halt.  

In reality, they were claiming they knew a better way to use their money 


than the God who had blessed them with it.

The hoarding goes even deeper.  


They were not paying the workmen on time at the end of each day.  

When what you make each day 


was spent on the way home to feed your family that night, 



withholding it to earn a little more interest is wrong.  



Never paying it is criminal.  

If things were different today, 


we could pass over this.  

But do you remember the times when you were or are living paycheck to paycheck 


like the the other 80% of Americans.  



How stressful it is 




when you didn't know if the check was going to show up in the mail.  

This reality is coming home to live in Skagway.  


As of today, 



there is no planned Emergency Cares Act for January on.  



Unemployment benefits are running out for many.  



Congress has yet to pass another bill to help.  

There are those that need help,


 the hour to respond is now upon us.  

How are we going to live?  


In luxury and self indulgence 


or in service to our brothers and sisters?  

If we want to live like our idolized gods in luxury, 


that is a choice we have.  

But it is not the way the Father lives.  


All that he created, 



he gave to us to use 



and be stewards of.  


When he came to earth, 



he came as the son of a carpenter, 




who did not have the funds to buy a lamb, 




but pigeons instead.  



Jesus had no place to lay his head.  

So the standard to use what ever wealth we have 


to serve our fellow man 



has been set by God himself.  

To live another way 


is to bring judgement upon yourselves.  

To live another way 


is to condemn and murder innocent men, 



who were trying to make your life better.

Jumping over to patience,


patience is a virtue, 



because it is a characteristic of God.  

To not be patient, 


means that we are trying to take back control of how things happen.  

It is by no accident 


that Jesus uses the farmer to show patience.  

I remember planting strawberries in May.  


I was ready for them the next day.  



Waiting for the rains to come, 



the right weather, 



pollinators, 



and other events to happen was hard.  


But those first berries tasted all the sweeter because of it..  

Now many generations have passed since James wrote this letter.  


They cried out, 


just like we do, 



Maranatha!  



Come Lord Jesus.  

We want him to come, 


there are always people saying it is the perfect time to come.  

But even Jesus did not know, 


so how can we guess based on scripture?  



Only the Father knows.  

To claim you know when Jesus is coming back 


is again to usurp the power of God.  

We may want him to come back, 


so that the trials will stop.  



That is fair.  

But remember what trials do.  


They help us grow closer to God.  

We learn that we are not God 


and that Yahweh is 


and Yahweh provides a way through the trials.  

Hence the naming of the prophets, 


who suffered 


but continually grew ever closer to God.  

The rejection they faced 


as they exposed the idols of Israel 


and reminded the people of the true God Yahweh, 



allowed the prophets at least to see who God really was.  

Job's case is the second example.  


While his trials were hard, 



his remaining faithful 



and not grumbling that God is unfair, 




but just asking to understand, 



led to his blessings to be greater after his trials 




than before.  

So James calls us to trust the Lord 


because he is full of compassion and mercy.

Our final place 


where we try and overthrow God 



is by swearing.  

By claiming God's backing 


to fulfill the promises we have made.  

In making claims 

and using God as assurance, 


we are again subtly claiming to know what God will do 


and how God feels about a topic.  

If we let our yes be yes, 


without adding anything additional to it, 



we are realizing our proper place.  


That we are dependent on God to make it happen, 



but our best intentions are to make it so.  

The same with a no, 


we do not see how we are able to achieve such a thing 



in the current circumstances.  

To do anything more, 


leads to condemnation, 



because you have brought God's name and character into question.

These are all very practical ways that we as the body of Christ 


weaken the witness of Christ everyday.  

Anytime we try to step in and replace God, 


our will is never as informed 


and well intentioned as the Triune God's.  

So let us take James' wisdom and apply it to our lives more and more, 


so the world will know clearly who is God and how God's kingdom truly works.
