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The Frankfort Elks organization made their annual donation of
over $2000 in food to the Franklin County Senior Citizens emergency food pantry. Pictured here is Diana Rogers, Outreach Coordinator for the center and Elk members; Sandy Moore, Kela
Simpson and Bill Moore.

A Note from
KYELKS.ORG
KY Kids With Cancer

Grant recipient Abby, at age 17
was diagnosed with Ewing Sarcoma. Funds were sent to Pediatric Anesthesia Association to help
with her bills.

www.kyelks.org
kahairejr@bellsouth.net
Welcome to our honored guests to
the Kentucky Elks Association Convention. Our KYELKS.ORG website
has been recently updated we are smart phone and Facebook
friendly. Please check out our Elks News page and the recently
created DAP page.
Kathy Haire, Webmaster KY Elks Association
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ASHLAND #350 NEWS

Ashland #350 recently held a Elks Sports Day
recognition for one of it's aged athletes, KY Hall of
Fame Golfer, Tom Cooksey. Cooksey makes the
43rd honored recipient for their achievements both
on and off the field of play. The bulk of Cooksey’s
contributions are of the voluntary variety. He’s
served as the Kentucky Golf Association’s President
and the KGA/PGAshA Board of Directors President. He’s been a KGA member for the past 41
years. He co-founded the Tri-State Junior Golf Association — now the Tri-State Junior Circuit — and
the Eastern Kentucky Junior Golf Association. He
also received the prestigious Digger Smith Award in
1997 for his dedication to junior golf.
The Lodge has been busy completing various home
repairs for Veterans through the funds provided by
the ENF Freedom Grant. To-date, Elks members
have installed a hot water tank, repaired a rotted
bathroom floor, installed grab bars in baths, and installed ramps and railings, all for veterans or widows of veterans. The project has been well received
by the community and veterans that had no
knowledge of Elks activities.

We committed funds received from the Gratitude
Grant to sponsor creation of a mountain bike trail at
Fannin Park. The bike trail will wind thru the park
with several switchbacks to challenge riders. A
parking area was constructed for bikers, as well as a
small kiosk for brochures and bench seating. The
trail will help local economic and tourism officials
complete the biking element required to meet Trail
Town designation for the Ashland/Boyd County area.
Ashland #350 held their Flag Day ceremony with
several in attendance. ER Sherry Suttles thanked
everyone for coming and refreshments were provided.
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KY SPONSOR,
Lester C. Hess Jr., PGER
Ever wonder what happens to
your donations to the Elks National Foundation? Kentucky
Elks donated approximately
$62,000 last year. Here is what
you got back:
TOTAL RETURN

$101,240

Grants to the KY Elks Assn:

$ 69,380

Scholarships for KY Students:

$ 24,000

Funds for Hospitalized Vets in KY:

$

7,860

That is a ratio of nearly $1.65 for every dollar the
ENF received from Kentucky last year; and that
does not even include the ENF Grants to many of
your Lodges! Invest $62,000 and get back more
than $100,000—try getting that rate of return from
your local bank.

KY STATE
Jim Dorris

PRESIDENT,

I would like to extend a warm Bluegrass welcome to our friends from
Indiana, State President Don Raderstorf and First Lady Donna
Schofield. We hope you find our
hospitality to your liking and enjoy
your visit.
Mary Kay and I have begun our visits and the hospitality at each stop
has been wonderful. Our weekends for the rest of
the summer and fall will be spent visiting the remaining Lodges in Kentucky, along with a visit to
Indiana. We are certainly looking forward to each
visit and the experiences that come from those
trips.
Special thanks to our State Sponsor Ted Hess,
SDGER Greg Willis, the PSP and executive committee for their support and guidance to this point in
our year.

NEWS

PRESIDENT-ELECT,
Charlie Cunningham

Troi and I would like to welcome
our new Grand Exalted Ruler,
Malcolm J. McPherson, Jr., and
his wife Pat, along with Indiana
State President, Donald R. Raderstorf, and his wife Donna. We also
look forward to seeing our State Sponsor, Lester C.
“Ted” Hess. Thanks to Paducah Lodge #217 for
hosting Kentucky’s Mid-Year Convention. We appreciate all the hard work that you have put into
hosting this Convention. We look forward to seeing
everyone in Paducah.
We wish Jim and Mary Kay a safe and successful
year as they travel representing the Kentucky Elks
Association as State President and First Lady.

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT,
Charlie Martin

I want to thank the membership of
the Kentucky Elks Association for
having the faith in me to be elected 1st Vice President. I consider
this as an honor but also understand the responsibility that goes
along with the office. Lana and I
look forward to continue to represent the membership in the most favorable light.
My Lodge visits have been made to Madisonville,
Henderson, Lyndon and Marshall County. All the
Lodges seem to be carrying on with community projects as well as prescribed Grand Lodge programs. I
spoke about membership and every individual
Lodge member being a link in the chain of Elkdom.
I appreciated the warm reception from all four
Lodges during my visits.
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2ND VICE PRESIDENT,
Jesse Shipp

I want to thank the Lodges for the
hospitality during my visits. It is
always a pleasure to see the great
things we are doing. I hope everyone had a great summer. For some
of us, the summer months are often
a time to relax from our Elk activities. September not only starts the
new school year, for many it starts the planning and
beginning of the fall and winter activities. With
Hoop Shoots, Soccer Shoots, Essay Contest, Food
Drives, and Angel Trees, just to name a few this is a
busy time and a time that we shine. Don’t keep the
good works we do a secret. Let your communities
know what you do and use them to invite others to
share in these projects. Your communities are better
places because of what you do. I am looking forward to working with you in the future.
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3RD VICE PRESIDENT,
Johnny Jones

Kelly and l would like to thank
the members of Paducah Lodge
for hosting our Mid-Year Convention. I'm sure they will do a
terrific job and everyone will
have a great time. I would also
like to thank the KY Elks membership for electing me Third Vice President - I look
forward to serving our State Association for several
years to come. I have finished my Lodge visits for
the year, and want to thank all four Lodges for their
hospitality. As Jim and Mary Kay travel the state
and beyond, we wish them a safe and successful
year as KY Elks State President and First Lady. Together we can make Kentucky Elkdom stronger than
ever. We look forward to seeing everyone in
Paducah.

The hardest thing in life to learn is which
bridge to cross and which bridge to burn.
KY ELKS LADIES
AUX PRESIDENT,
Candy Staubach

It has been a great honor to serve
as the Kentucky State Ladies
Auxiliary President. I'd like to
welcome Grand Exalted Ruler
Malcolm McPherson and First
Lady Patricia, and Indiana State
President Don Raderstorf and First Lady Donna L.
Schofield. Due to medical reasons, I am unable to
attend this convention and I am going to miss seeing
everyone and getting to meet new friends. I would
like to thank my officers, Gerda Martin, Nancy Petito, Vicky Pauly, Mary Kay O'Hara, Velma Adams,
and Julie Caffe for running the meeting. I wouldn't
know what to do without these ladies! I hope that
everyone has a wonderful time at the convention
and invite the ladies to attend the Ladies Luncheon on Saturday, as well as the auction.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GER,
KY EAST Laura Clifford

To Kentucky Elks, it is an honor
and privilege to serve as the District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler
for the East. I would like to thank
our sponsor Lester Ted Hess and
the State Association for giving
me this opportunity and recommendation and having the trust in me for this appointment.
I am looking forward to my visits with each Lodge
and seeing old friends as well as new friends. DD
Esquire for 2017-2018 is Ron Whitaker from Frankfort Lodge #530, Safety Inspector is Jeffrey Clifford
from Cynthiana Lodge #438.
I would like to Welcome our Grand Exalted Ruler
Malcolm J McPherson Jr. and his wife Patricia to
Paducah’s 2017 mid-year convention. Many thanks
to Exalted Ruler Andrew Harris and his Lodge for
the hard work they have put in and hosting this
year’s convention.

Page 5

THE KENTUCKY

DISTRICT DEPUTY GER,
KY WEST, Kevin Nelson

It is an honor to be your District
Deputy-GER for the West. A big
thank you to our Sponsor Ted Hess
and the Past State Presidents for
the recommendation. I would also
like to thank Diana Yates for the
guidance and encouragement this

past year.
Your inspection team for the year will be: DD Esquire-Jarrod Jackson from Princeton 1115, SafetyTommy Farthing from Paducah 217 and AuditorKen Hooper from Marshal County 2707. Our visit
times were set in Reno and I look forward to working together with each Lodge this year. I cannot
wait to see everyone in Paducah for the state convention.

NEWPORT #273 NEWS

Newport Lodge #273 is proud to have had a gain in
membership this past year; our eighth consecutive
year of increase.
We are also proud of our Jimmy Staubach for just
completing his year as the District Deputy GER for
Kentucky East. He did an excellent job, and is now
the fifth active Past DD of the Newport Lodge.
We always stay busy at the Lodge with the normal
events, the Grand Lodge Programs, and trying new
functions and activities. We added Easter/Mother’s
Day and Father’s Day breakfasts. All three were
successful. It does seem like we enjoy a good meal
with the Mother’s Day Dinner, Lodge Anniversary
Dinner, Scholarship Dinner, Wednesday and Friday
Dinners, and the list goes on! And, we always have
something to eat every week after the Lodge meetings.
We awarded $16,000 in scholarships; $7000 for the
veterans; $2000+ for Kids With Cancer; handed out
+1200 dictionaries to third graders and that list goes
on and on.
Monday Bingo, Softball Leagues and Concession
Stand, Wednesday Dinner, and Friday Fish Fries are
also doing well. We still have Lodge Meetings every week (coat and tie, of course). Our Ladies Auxiliary is fantastic and busy working their events or
Lodge events. What a great asset to the Lodge.
We are fortunate to have dedicated members; not
only for the Lodge, but quite a few members also
involved in State Committees. We are an Elks
Lodge family and proud of it.
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KEA YOUTH ACTIVITIES

Three – Two – One – I hope all the Kentucky Elks
Lodges are gearing up for the fall and winter for
youth activities. To be successful there needs to be
planning and organization. Please include Lodge
members who believe in providing these youth activities. As I have said many times, the youth of
today are the Elks of tomorrow.
There are three programs that you need to start planning during the summer. If your Lodge is involved
in the Dictionary Program, try to get the dictionaries
into the schools as early as possible so they can be
fully utilized by the students. Also, start working
toward getting scholarships into your local schools.
It is not too early to start working on the Americanism Essay Contest. Most schools in Kentucky will
begin classes the second week of August. I want
our students to have every opportunity to succeed.
Finally, I want to thank each Lodge for all your hard
work for the youth of Kentucky.
Charlie Martin, Chairperson

STATE RITUAL REPORT

There is only one change in the Initiation Ceremony
from the Ritual Committee and it is one sentence
added to the Esquire part. It is the sentence added
after the Instruction of the Civilian Salute to the
Flag. Added: “A military salute to the flag may be
rendered by military personnel, veterans and first
responders.” This is included in the contest version.
At the Grand Lodge session in Reno, a proposed
resolution was to be announced on the floor for voting to keep the Ritual “short” version for the Opening and Closing of the Lodge meeting, but to delete
it entirely from the Initiation Ceremony. I will report on the results of that proposal at this convention. Please remember to take pride in performing
the Opening and Closing of the Lodge meeting and
especially the Initiation Ceremony in front of new
members.
If you perform this ceremony with “upmost decorum”, the new members will have a fond, special
lasting impression. You only have one chance at
this. I guarantee they will be impressed and your
pride will feel very good.
You can always get assistance from our West Ritual
Chairperson Bill Patterson; East Ritual Chairperson
Jim Mirick, or myself. We are ready to help.
Russell Cramer, Jr., PSP, State Ritual Chairperson
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I want to thank all our Lodges,
and certainly all of you, for the
way you supported the Elks National Foundation this past year. I
am so proud to report that for the
tenth consecutive year, Kentucky
had 100% of our Lodges meeting,
and surpassing, the Grand Exalted
Ruler’s ENF Goal of $4.65 per
member. This is fantastic! Thank
you to each Lodge, every ENF
Chairperson, and definitely all of you.
Because of your efforts, Kentucky had a very good
year. Every one of our Lodges was over $5.00 per
member; seven Lodges were over $8.00 per member; and four Lodges were $15.00 per member or
higher. Of course, Louisville #8 with Eddie Black
in control led the state with over $46.00 per member. That is amazing. We should all feel very proud
of our Kentucky Elks for a very good year.
Now we start all over again for the 2017-18 year. It
doesn’t seem fair to keep asking you every year to
keep starting over, but you are so great in doing just
that. Hopefully, we will have another great year,
working towards an 11th consecutive year of 100%
of our Lodges meeting the GER goal. We have a
pretty good start for the year; and we most certainly
are a proud State Association. Another reason to be
proud: Kentucky finished fifth in the entire nation
in the ENF Chairman’s Challenge.
The Elks National Foundation is again this year
wanting to give our Lodges a lot of money in the
Grant Program. There is even a new, one-time anniversary grant for every Lodge. It is for $1500 to
celebrate in 2018—the 150th year of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks. This grant may be
used to add on to your Beacon, Gratitude or Promise
Grant. It also can be used for multiple charitable
projects, or used as a donation to another charitable
organization. There is not a GER goal requirement,
it is just available to every Lodge. The ENF still
has available the Beacon Grant ($2000); the Gratitude Grant ($2000 or $2500); the Promise Grant
($2500); the Freedom Grant ($2000) and the Impact
Grant ($2500 to $10,000). I won’t bore you with
writing all of the possible uses for these grants as I
normally do as you can get all of the details at
www.elks.org, or by asking the ENF office for a
Grant Field Guide.
Thank you Kentucky Elks for all of your great support to the Elks National Foundation.
Russell Cramer, Jr., PSP, State ENF Chairperson
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Hopkinsville Lodge 545

So far this year our Lodge has been very busy. We
are in the process of overhauling our kitchen. This
includes some floor work, cleaning and a fresh coat
of paint. We are making some progress for repairs
as our Lodge finances let us.
We have had numerous activities including Derby
and Preakness parties. Everyone had a great time
rooting for his or her horses. We celebrate monthly
birthdays on the first Friday of each month with a
potluck meal.
In May, we were honored to present the State Americanism Essay Winners, Eva Blankenship and Josh
Groves their awards at the last school assembly.
Also, Matthew Skinner, Elks National Foundation
semi-finalist came to our Lodge to express his appreciation for his ENF Scholarship as well as talking about his plans.
We continue to support the Drug Awareness Program by having the trailer at the Soap Box Derby on
June 10. Hopkinsville Lodge 545 also sponsored
four cars in the Derby.
We continue to offer support to the Pennyroyal Veterans Program through grant money from the ENF.
Lana and Charlie Martin will represent our Lodge at
the Grand Lodge Convention in Reno, Nevada July
16-19.
We are gearing up for late summer and fall. The
solar eclipse is Aug 21 and, of course, Hopkinsville
is the center of the universe that day. We are also
beginning plans for the Americanism Essay Contest,
hoop shoots, dictionary projects and scholarship
programs. Time flies!
Charlie Martin, Exalted Ruler
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Proud and
honored to be
a Member of
the Elks

Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler

MICHAEL F.ZELLEN
This past year Donna and I have had the unique opportunity to travel from coast to coast and witness
the noble work to which our Order is dedicated. Our
Lodges and State Associations are a credit to our
Order, communities and nation. As we traveled
from state to state we were very impressed with the
services the State Major Projects provide to our
youth, veterans and communities.
While there are many great fraternal and charitable
organizations nationwide, none can compare with
the range of programs and services we offer to our
communities and to those less fortunate or in need.
Our reach as Elks, and range of services and programs, is incredible. Those services include youth
summer camps; medical facilities for children with
cancer or cerebral palsy; and clinics and institutes
for children with sight or speech issues; and many
other physical and mental disorders. Elks also sponsor alternative schools; provide emergency shelters
for abused and neglected children; provide mobile
dental care; award scholarships; and provide career
training for adults with developmental disabilities.
We also award financial aid to community hospitals,
Special Olympics, as well as Alzheimer’s programs
and services.
I had the opportunity to meet with military leaders
and Veterans Administration officials during my
visit to Washington DC, where I received resounding gratitude and admiration for the Elks’ service to
the military and for our veterans. I also visited numerous veterans homes nationwide, where the local
administrators had nothing but praise for our volunteer VAVS representatives who visit and provide
comfort, support and aid to those confined in veterans homes, hospitals and other facilities.
I also would like to share with you some encouraging news regarding membership. Over the past three
years we have decreased our losses from 1.6 percent
at the end of the 2015 Lodge year, to 1.1 percent at
the end of the 2016 Lodge year, and to a projected
0.6 percent on March 31, 2017. We need to continue
to work diligently on initiating new Members and
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decreasing lapsation in the coming year to finally
turn that corner and experience our first gain since
1980.
Donna and I are honored to have served as your
Grand Exalted Ruler and First Lady. We have had
the pleasure of meeting many new friends, and enjoyed the gracious hospitality of all the membership
during our visits.
Thank you for Caring and Sharing, and for continuing to demonstrate that “Elks are Leading the
Way.”
–
Follow
our
travels
at
https://
travelsofgermikezellen.wordpress.com/

Best bulletins are
announced
By THOMAS SHELTON, Committee Member

Results of the Grand Lodge State Association Bulletin Contest “I” for 2016-17 have been announced.
Four and five stars are awarded with the best State
Associations receiving five stars.
Those five-star recipients and their editors are:
Kentucky, Raymond and Vicky Pauly; Ohio, Larry O’Grady; Missouri, Bud Clarkson; Colorado,
Miriam Hansen; Maryland/Delaware and the District of Columbia, Margie McIntyer; California/
Hawaii, Ian Lanouette; Connecticut, John Simko;
West Virginia, Jack Bennett; New York, Timothy
Welpe; New Jersey, Maureen Whalen; and Florida,
Raleigh Whiteman Jr.
The four-star State Association pubications and editors are: Massachusetts, Donna Slocombe; North
Dakota, Dan Mimnaugh; Arizona, Jack Page; Virginia, Roger Monger; Michigan, Karen Cary; Georgia, John Helgesen; Louisiana, Buddy Hartle; and
Kansas, Carl Lindsey.
Congratulations to all the State Associations that
participated in the contest. The overall content and
quality of the bulletins submitted this year were impressive. It is important that State Association bulletins provide Lodges and Members access to timely
information and recognition for the good works being done. Thank you and let’s have more participation in 2017-18.
Kentucky Elks—this is all due to you and what you
provide to us to make this newsletter so great. We
are proud to put your work out there for everyone to
see and to be judged among the best of the best!
Ray & Vicky
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FLORENCE #314 HAPPENINGS

The Florence Elks have been keeping busy with
plenty of activities. We kicked off the 2017 Lodge
year with our annual Auxiliary Ham Raffle. Fifteen
hams were raffled off. As always, we had a great
turn out for the Derby Day party. Food, music,
stuffed animal races and great Elks fellowship was
had by all. At our Mother’s Day Brunch, sponsored
by the PER’s, we had our largest ever turnout, serving close to 100 meals. The weather was perfect for
the annual Memorial Day Parade. In June, we held
our Fishing Derby for the Northern Kentucky Children’s Home. Twenty-four children were served
breakfast and burgers and hot dogs were grilled up
for lunch. They spent the day fishing and having a
good time and at the end of the day were awarded
medals. A Father’s Day grill out was held for the
members. Fried chicken, grilled BBQ chicken, hamburgers and hot dogs, plus all the sides were served
up. The Florence Elks also held a Community Yard
Sale. Spots were rented, and the Elks had their own
spot, combined with the food that was sold, we
raised over $500 for our charities.
At one of our May Lodge meetings, Charlie Cunningham made his official visit. We would also like
to thank Martin Humbolt and his wife Elizabeth for
joining us at a recent Lodge meeting. Martin shared
with everyone some insight on the Veteran’s Service Commission.
Florence #314 Elks held their annual Flag Day Ceremony with guest speaker Kentucky Supreme Court
Justice Michelle Keller. Tommy Thompson played
bagpipes and Maddy Rose sang the National Anthem. Special guests in attendance were Brandon
Bailey from Purple Hearts & Heroes and the very
talented artist Mark Thesken from Thesken Art who
painted and donated to the Lodge an original art
piece celebrating Flag Day. Thanks to everyone who
attended the event.
Along, with the Florence Elks weekly Queen of
Hearts drawing, we have Tuesday night Auxiliary
Dinners, Friday and Saturday night dinner specials
and Karaoke on Friday and Saturday night. The second half of the Lodge year looks to be a busy one
with plenty of activities on the calendar….and the
Florence Elks wouldn’t have it any other way.

Experience is what
allows you to
recognize a mistake
the second time you
make it.
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Greetings from Cynthiana Lodge #438,
I attended the National Convention
in Houston, Texas in June. Thought
you like to see our Hospitality Room
Chairman and new 3rd Vice President all decked out in Kentucky blue
for the ER Ball. He’s looking’ good!
Since the Mid-year convention we
have been real busy at the Lodge. In
August we sold David Turner’s world famous
pulled pork and brisket sandwiches at the Cynthiana
Rod Run. Portions of the proceeds will go to the
Kids with Cancer fund. We had a large group of
members come down and volunteer their time for
this wonderful cause. We also brought the drug
trailer downtown and our Boy Scout troop worked
the trailer and three of the boys put on the Elroy suit
and had a ball with the other kids.

Then in October the Elks and Lady Elks put on our
annual Kids Halloween dance, free to all members
children and grand children. We served hotdogs,
chips, pop and every child went home with a large
bag of candy. Member Tony Gasser was the DJ for
the party and a group of line dancers performed
Thriller for everyone.

In November we held our annual Veterans and Public Safety official’s fish Fry. This is free to all who
attend. Member Jeff Kinney’s Fifth-Grade History
Club, around 40 kids, came over again this year and
handed out gifts to the Veterans and presented a video program they had put together. We ended up
serving around 190 people. This is always a great
day.
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Then in December we held our annual Senior Citizen’s Christmas Dinner and served around 245 senior citizens. After the meal we played some games
of bingo for cash and gave away poinsettias as door
prizes. Once again we had lots of volunteer’s come
out and help.

We held a Christmas karaoke night on December
16th with our members
Lisa and Ben playing the
tunes. This is always a
good night to act like a
kid and dress up and sing
some songs.
We held our Local Hoop shoot on December 17th at
the local high school.
We also gave away 248 dictionaries to all 3rd graders in Harrison Co. We also donated a country Ham
to each of the elementary schools for their fall festivals.
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MIDDLESBORO #119
On Saturday morning April 15th, Middlesboro Elks
Lodge #119 again held their annual community
Easter egg hunt for children ages 1 through
12. Held again this year behind Middlesboro High
School this marked over 25 years for the annual event. Taking over an hour for Elk volunteers to
hide the approximate 2,000 eggs, it took the children only minutes to scoop them up, including the
many valuable prize eggs. Pictured are only some
of the children who participated, along with parents,
grandparents and others who gathered early for the
hunt.

On June 17 volunteers from Friends of the Bell
County Animal Shelter (FOS) came together with
members of Middlesboro Elks Lodge #119 of the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks to host an
"Adopt-a-Pet-Day" at the Middlesboro Mall. A special adoption fee of only $20 was available to those
adopting a pet that day, which included the cost of
spay/neuter surgery, one vet visit, deworming and a
microchip. In addition applications were taken from
low income individuals for assistance in having
their pets spayed or neutered. 15 people were approved for that service. Thanks to a grant from the
Elks National Foundation of their parent organization the Elks Lodge covered the cost of both services which amounted to almost $2,500. According
to Friends of the Shelter President Dinah Presnell
their group has conducted more than 25 such events
over the past 10 or 12 years but this partnership with
the Elks Lodge resulted in this being by far the most
successful one in their history. According
to Presnell the day began with 21 shelter dogs and
cats available for adoption and by days end each
and every animal had found their forever
homes. This was the first time in their history that
this has happened. In fact, according to Presnell,
the most animals ever adopted in a single day, prior
to June 17, was 10. What a wonderful day for so
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many animal lovers and the new additions to their
families. FOS and the Elks wish to thank Middlesboro Mall management for providing such a great
venue and also the many students from the Pineville
Interact Club who helped to showcase the animals, but especially thanks to the 21 families who
opened their hearts and their homes to all the loving
shelter animals. The Elks and FOS hope to do this
again in the future."

Middlesboro Lodge #119 of the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks recently donated
$250 each to this year's Project Graduation events
at both Middlesboro High School and Bell County
High School. This program encourages graduating
seniors to enjoy graduation night in an organized
adult-supervised and alcohol/drug free postgraduation party which lasts nearly all night. Both
schools hold graduation this year on May 20th,
with the party at Middlesboro High School beginning at 11:00 pm and ending at 6:00 am the next
morning. At Bell County High the event will be
from 10:00 pm to 5:00 am. Both schools report a
very high percentage of students are expected to attend the all
night events.
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Bill and Liz Patterson are so proud of their granddaughter for winning the MVP of the KHSAA State
Softball Tournament and for the Lady Maroons becoming State Champions.

NEWS

Software aimed at giving BPOE edge in
reaching public
By RICK GATHEN

Membership and Public Relations Manager

GRAND LODGE SIGHTINGS OF
OUR STATE PRESIDENT!

Grand Lodge has another tool in its tool chest to
spread the word about the BPOE to the public.
That tool – business intelligence software – is
now being rolled out from Grand Lodge to assist
Local Lodges in reaching, not just the media outlets
they seek, but the actual media contacts who would
be most likely to write about the Elks.
The software is the service of the San Franciscobased online media intelligence company, Meltwater, of which Grand Lodge is now a subscriber.
Meltwater provides Grand Lodge with the names
and contact information of what is referred to as media “Influencers,” whom we can target with our articles.
For example, if your Lodge has an article about a
veterans event, instead of sending that press release
out to a paper’s general media mailbox, and hoping
it finds its way to someone who cares or will write
about veterans, we can now send that article directly
to the reporter on that paper who usually writes
about veterans. We can do that because we now
have that reporter’s name and direct up-to-date contact information.
Please note that Meltwater data is routed through
Grand Lodge and not directly to Lodges. Grand
Lodge has just begun sharing this information with
our Lodges, so look for it and please put it to good
use – just another way Grand Lodge is working hard
to support your Lodge.
The Grand Lodge Public Relations and Marketing
Committee receives real-time daily reports of every
Elks article being published nationwide in major
newspapers and most online papers. We have just
now begun to include Facebook.
We receive hundreds of articles every day and now
with Facebook, we’ll receive thousands. We can
further segregate them by state, then pass that information on to the appropriate State Association PR
and Marketing Chairs, enabling them to email those
featured Lodges to acknowledge their significant
events and the good publicity generated about them.
We’ve already begun to receive favorable feedback
from Lodges regarding those supportive emails.
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