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MINUTES
Jasper Economic Development Incorporated JEDI 

Tuesday April 5, 2016 1:15 PM
 1705 West Jourdan Street
Newton, Illinois 62448
(618) 783-3285  
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EXTENSION

Helping You Put Knowledge to Work
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http://www.shopsbi.com/default.htm  
Attending:  Scott Bierman, Larry Brooks, Ron Heltsley, Joe Bierman, Brett Lessley, Travis Farley, Tom Brown, Louis Ochs, Mindy Hartke, and Ken Larimore.  Guest speaker Jim Miller with Alliance.
1. Call to order: Chairman Scott Bierman.
2. Alliance Tractor Tour:  Jim Miller gave JEDI guests a great tour of the Newton facility.  The facility has been a big part of the community for many years.  The Schilling family has also added on and made numerous improvements so that today it is a modern operation that covers a huge area, with a long line of products and services.  Today it is a high tech operation to meet the needs of today’s farmers with GPS technology etc.  The size and capabilities of equipment that is available today allows high production from just one person.  We very much appreciate that the Alliance group has chosen to invest in Newton and chose Newton to be their corporate office to manage the other locations IL at Mattoon, Casey and Vincennes IN.  Alliance has recently invested in Newton in a new bigger shop as well as a corporate training center with simulator.
3. JEDI Update-Ken Larimore, University of Illinois Extension  
a. We have had conference calls to support the Enterprise Zone application for a new zone that is pending with the state.

b. Numerous EZ applications for the Dynegy scrubber investment have been approved.

c. The new DCEO manager for our area is Patrick Pape and Ken is scheduling him to meet with JEDI in the near future.

d. The new Chamber office/Business Incubator /CEO class meeting room, is making great progress.

4. City of Newton Update-Newton Councilman Larry Brooks gave a good update of some of the city projects.  The most noticeable is the streetscape project that has the entire square “under construction.”  The $1.2 million dollar project funded by the ITEP grant will create a beautiful downtown. 
5. County Update-Chairman Joe Bierman updated on some of the ongoing county projects and county tasks to be done.
6. Unit 1 School Update:  Big news for the community is that Mr. Andy Johnson has been hired as the new Unit 1 School Superintendent starting July 1.  Welcome Mr. Johnson.
7. Other comments

8. Motion to close meeting.
Jasper County CEO Class:  http://ceo.jaspercountyschools.net    

City of Newton:  http://www.cityofnewtonil.com    

Jasper Unit Schools:  http://www.jaspercountyschools.net    

Jasper Extension: http://web.extension.uiuc.edu/jaspercumberland/ced.html 
JEDI: www.jaspercountyillinois.org
Office: 618-783-3409     E-mail: larimore@illinois.edu
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