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Don’t forget to “Fall Back” to Standard Time on Nov 4th!
OUTREACH
Toiletry/Hygiene Ministry
Our next Toiletry Ministry Give-Away will be Wednesday, November 7, from 5:00-6:30.
Please arrive around 4:30-4:45 if you are helping. We will need folks to walk people through
to make their choices, and also need 1 or 2 folks to sit at a table to get info. Please see the
sign-up sheet to help.
Chosen
Meals will be served at Chosen on Thursday, November 8th and Wednesday, November
14th. It’s a split month! See Sign-up Sheets on the board.
Community Meals
No Community Meal this month due to Thanksgiving.
Special Offering – Thanksgiving
The Thanksgiving Special Offering will be collected November 11th and 18th. The
Thanksgiving Offering benefits the colleges, universities and graduate theological institutions
affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
Since the beginning of the movement, higher education has been a priority for the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ). Alexander Campbell once said that “churches and colleges go
hand in hand in the progress of Christian civilization.” Campbell’s belief and vision are still
true today, and that legacy is reflected in the continued successes of our educational
institutions. The fourteen colleges and universities and the seven theological institutions in
covenant with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) encourage students in their
intellectual pursuits and nurture them as leaders to transform church, society and world.
Your congregation’s gift to the Thanksgiving offering helps support these efforts in education
and leadership formation.
The gifts received are an investment in our students and the work of our schools, and we
thank you for your participation and continued support.
Trunk or Treat
On Sunday, October 28, 2018 Disciples Christian Church sponsored our second
annual Outreach Trunk or Treat. The event started with Rev. Bonnie Goodwin passing out a

special treat bag that provided a church brochure, special upcoming Thanksgiving,
Christmas events, as well as a few sweet treats. The event was held in the church parking lot
where the neighborhood kid went from trunk to trunk for special treats, activities, food, drink
and Christian fellowship. A great time shared by all!

EDUCATION & FELLOWSHIP
Fall Bible Study
This fall we are going to do a slightly different routine to our Bible Study to allow flexibility as
needed. We will have three-week sessions you can attend either on Monday evenings at
6:00 p.m. or Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m. in the afternoon. The first week will be a selected movie
to view. The following two weeks we will look at biblical themes in the movies that you may
not have noticed before and discuss the application on our own lives.
Session 3 started last week with the movie “A River Runs Through It”. Next up:
Session 3 – “A River Runs Through It”
October 29 or 30 – Movie
November 5 or 6 – Discussion
November 12 or 13 – Discussion

Session 4 – “It’s a Wonderful Life”
November 26 or 27 – Movie
December 3 or 4 – Discussion
December 10 or 11 – Discussion

Baby Shower
Please join us for a Baby Shower honoring Bonnie and David Goodwin and Baby Lily on
November 4th after worship. A delicious luncheon is planned. We’ll have a diaper raffle.
That’s where guests are asked to bring package of diapers, any size, to the party. In
exchange you’ll get a raffle ticket for a prize. They are registered at www.myregistry.com.
Just search on Bonnie’s name. Hosted by Phyllis Hurst, Lori Hurst, Claudette Thomas, Jill
White and Diane Kinner.

Thanksgiving Dinner
We will have an All-Church Thanksgiving Dinner on Sunday November 18th
after Worship. Invite your family and friends. A sign-up sheet is on the board.
In addition to what you are bringing, please indicate how many are coming so
we can get a good count. And, please, if you haven’t signed up to bring a
turkey in the last few years, consider doing it this year. Then come and enjoy
this time of Fellowship and good food as we give thanks.

Other Thanksgiving Opportunities
Thanksgiving Worship and Potluck Fellowship – It has been several years since the churches of
District 12 have gathered together in the fall to worship, give thanks, and fellowship together.
Your pastors meet regularly and enjoy each other’s company very much, so we decided it was
time to bring back this very special time together! Please join us!!
Where:

Mt. Healthy Christian Church
7717 Harrison Ave., Cincinnati, 45231
When:
November 18, 2018
Time:
5:00 pm
Please bring a main dish, side dish or dessert to share.
Hamilton Community Thanksgiving Lunch – Come to Zion Lutheran Church and enjoy a
traditional Thanksgiving luncheon. Many churches, businesses, schools and non-profit
organizations sponsor this meal each year with the hope of fostering community and
providing a good meal for the citizens of Hamilton and Butler County. Don’t be alone on this
Holiday.
All are Welcome - Free for All
Traditional Thanksgiving Meal with desserts, entertainment, and much more
Where:

Zion Lutheran Church in Hamilton
212 S. Front Street, Hamilton, Ohio 45011
When:
Thanksgiving Day, November 22, 2018.
Time:
12:00-2:00 p.m. – Eat In, 2:00-2:30 p.m. – Carryout.
Contact them at 513-863-5774 for more information or to volunteer.
Men’s Group News
Although the times have changed and the roles inside of the household, should the fact that
God has given the challenge to men to be the leaders in their home, their church? We
should strive to be the man that God made us to be.
We continue to address growth in Spirituality with Andy Stanley and have some brief
discussions as we continued to focus on becoming the men that God made us to be. We
have previously completed session 2 of "It's Personal" with Andy Stanley. This series is
about how “You don't have to understand everything to believe in something.” We ran late in
discussions and did not get time to review session 3 of "It's Personal" with Andy Stanley, but
we will reconvene with session 3 at our November 13th meeting.
At the October meeting, the men discussed Thoughts on the fundraisers/Fellowship, an area
in which the men are very proud of the events that they put on the at the end of 2017 and
throughout 2018. After a period of time in which we had not had many fellowship events, the
men's group had facilitated the half-dozen events that brought the congregation together.
The group was trying to decide on whether there would be time to have one more event this
year in the month of December. The fellowship committee will be hosting the Thanksgiving
dinner in November and we were not sure if this allowed enough time for a December event.
Nothing was finalized, but if the men's group decides to host one, we will make that
announcement by mid-November. Other topics discussed at the October meeting were a box

fan ministry next summer, the budget status of 2018 and submitting of the 2019 budget
request. One other item that we did not get to was the possibility of doing some observations
and sharing of ideas with the men's group from the Kemper Road to Disciples Christian
Church.
Keep in mind this is a relaxed environment and does not require deep theological
processing, we are simply a group of guys having a discussion. We hope that those that
were not able to attend our last meeting will join us on November 13th, which will be our next
Men's Group meeting and will be an evening of fun and fellowship.
Blessings to all!
Next meeting will be November 13th at 7 PM at DCC.
The Men’s Group
Care Ministry
With the most recent events in Pittsburgh and Kentucky this past weekend, I came across
this Prayer for Creation by Pope Francis in 2015 and found it quite appropriate.
All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your
creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the power of your love,
that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one.
O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this Earth, so precious
in your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it, that we may sow
beauty, not pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the best of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation, to
recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards your
infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggles for justice,
love and peace.
Amen.
As we come to the end of the year, the care ministry
team had hoped to host a happy healthy holiday health
fair, unfortunately the timing was just not right. Even though we will not be able to facilitate
the event before the end of the year, we do encourage that you take measures to keep you
healthy during the upcoming cold and flu season, by getting your flu shot and any other
recommendations of your doctor. We are in the process of putting together an event in March
or April for a spring into a healthy new year health fair. So keep watching for information
about this event.

While we may not be looking forward to the upcoming cold, snow and ice, we can look
forward to the season of Advent and the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us pray with the
upcoming season of love, joy and hope, that I will touch the hearts of those filled with hate
and give them rebirth to a new life.
Blessings!!!
The Care Ministry Team.
We are here for You!!!

WORSHIP
Worship Leader Schedule
Nov. 4
11
18
25

Dave Adamson
Debbie Ittel
John Pendergest
Kathy Baughman

939-2213
895-3607
310-5166
777-3698

Dec. 2
9
16
23
30

Jeri Pendergest
Jill White
Margaret Adamson
Mike Rosser
Jana Mullins

608-5859
829-5690
939-2213
777-1828
288-0308

Advent
We will decorate the church for the Christmas season on Sunday, November
25th following Worship.
Then, we will celebrate the first Sunday of Advent on December 2nd.

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS
While shopping in Kroger this past week, I overheard the conversation of two women
catching up in the baking aisle. In the snippet of conversation, I heard one woman ask the
other for “REAL Prayer” for upcoming medical tests. In that very moment, I pondered what
this could mean. Is there such a thing as Real Prayer vs Mediocre or Fake Prayer? Does it
become mediocre prayer in the eyes of the individual who does not see the answer they
desired? I was truly perplexed by this conversation. Prayer is prayer. God hears what is on
our lips and on our hearts. In that moment I said a prayer for the woman facing medical tests
not just for what may lie ahead, but for a strengthening of faith to understand the power of
prayer fully. May we hear every petition and prayer of our hearts as a soul seeking the power
and manifestation of God upon their lives. May we seek God’s answers to prayers in the
hallways, doors and even windows of this life.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
Congregational Meeting
A Congregational Meeting has been called for Sunday, December 2nd to vote on the 2019
Budget. Please plan to stay for this important vote.

Handicap Parking
Some issues have come up regarding the availability of parking spaces for those with
mobility issues. The three marked handicap spots aren’t enough to accommodate the 8+
people in our congregation who need this type of parking. After discussion, the Trustees
have come up with a possible solution.
1. We are designating the area in front of the Shed as a loading/unloading zone.
Please do not park in this area on Sunday mornings. We ask that you also not
park here during the week to allow access to the shed.
2. Although we only have 3 spots specifically marked as handicap parking, on
Sunday morning only, we are asking everyone to consider the 5 spots closest to
the door, plus the next 3 spots in the upper lot (for a total of 8 spots) as handicap
parking. If you do not have mobility issues, please park in the lower lot and walk
up to allow these upper lot spots to be used for those who need them. (This will
not apply during the week.)
If needed, the Trustees will have all the spots painted with handicap signs next spring.
Hopefully, everyone will be able to comply with this request without the painted reminders
and save the time and money required to do this.
Pastoral Relations Committee
The Pastoral Relations Committee consists of Jill White, Jana Mullins and Phyllis Hurst. If
you have any joys to celebrate or concerns to share about the life and ministry of the
congregation with Rev. Goodwin, please share them ahead of the next meeting on
November 27 at 6:30 p.m..
October 2018 Financial Report
Simplified Report: Everything is as expected. Property is going to be over budget in 2018
due to work being done on the building (not remodeling). The Remodeling expenses, with
the exception of the tables and chairs, have been fully paid, however the bill for the fire alarm
system hasn’t yet arrived. This month, Outreach and Property had higher than average
expenses. Outreach was because of buying supplies for the Toiletry Ministry in bulk.
Property because of things bought for the building that didn’t fall under remodeling.
Checking Account Balance at 10/31/2018: $8,858.95
Investment Account Balance (DCEF): $294,012.00
October Income (Offerings): $7,398.40 actual, $6,464.97 adjusted
October Expenses/Outreach: $21,563.54 actual, $8,530.66 adjusted.
* Adjusted takes into consideration early offerings and the interest from investments in the budget
and pro-rates these throughout the year. It also uses normal expenses only. Insurance and
budgeted capital improvements are spread throughout the year. This provides a better month - to month picture of how we're doing than the actual numbers. Adjustments made this month: Income money removed from sale of stock given as an early offering (its part of the adjustment I’ve been
adding in each month of early offerings) and $13,336.88 in remodeling expenses. These aren’t part
of the budget.

I think all remodeling expenses have now been paid – except for the new tables and chairs. I will
provide a detailed report of the remodeling expenses in the next newsletter (after all expenses paid.)
We have not yet paid for the fire alarm system. I’m awaiting an invoice from them. That is why the
checking account balance is so high for this time of year. (Normally it starts high in January due to
early offerings, and drops throughout the year through December.)

2019 Budget
The Trustees will meet to vote on the 2019 Budget on November 11th. This will be followed
by a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 2nd after worship. If you are a
committee chair or have responsibility for some part of the budget, please make sure you get
your numbers to Diane by November 6th at the very latest. If we do not hear from you, the
amount in the 2018 budget will be used for 2019.
Fellowship Hall Remodeling
We are FINALLY DONE!!!! We passed inspection on Oct 26th, chairs were delivered Oct
29th, tables on the 30th and the floor was cleaned on Oct 31st. A special thank-you to the
following people who helped with cleaning: Jill White, Terry White, Jeannie White, Danny
Vangen, Cody Vangen, Phyllis Hurst, John Baughman, Debbie Ittel, Jana Mullins and Diane
Kinner. Because we did this cleaning ourselves, $660 was taken off our invoice from Jim
Bonn. I also want to thank all those who helped with getting everything out of the areas
where the floor is being stripped and waxed, and those who came to help get the new tables
and chairs into the building.
Our last task is to move all the furniture and items that were stored during construction and
so that the floors could be waxed back to the Fellowship Hall. To do this, we need people
who can carry tables and other items. I’m proposing 3 different times to work so that we can
get as much help as possible: Thursday, Nov 1st in the afternoon – say 2:30 – 4:30 p.m.,
Thursday Nov 1st in the evening from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m., and Saturday morning from 9:00 –
11:00 am (if needed). A separate email has been sent out. Please let Diane know when you
can help.
Trustee Report
With the work on the Fellowship Hall drawing to a close (finally!), the Trustees are focusing
on the budget and planning various repair and safety projects for next year. You’ll hear more
about those at the December 2nd Congregational meeting.

A Message from John Pendergest
Well, Fall was to begin on September 22, but I think we were still in the 90s or at least the
high 80s through much of September and into the beginning of October. We hear about the
climate change and we have heard that ever since St. Helens eruption, that the weather is
changing and surely it has, as we don't seem to have four full seasons. We seem to have a
long winter, a couple to a few weeks of spring, followed by a long summer and a couple to a
few weeks of fall.

Now I don't want to sound like I’m complaining, well, maybe grumbling a little, but I would
truly love the Fall season. There are a lot of reasons why I do,
but mainly because now I don't like it really hot, nor really cold
like I used to, but more for some other reasons. One, because
of the bold, brilliant colors of the foliage, with the red, orange
and yellow colors that line the roads and the yards. Another
reason is that it is the season that leads us to Thanksgiving, a
time where we gather together with friends and family to share
a great meal, to spend time together and to give thanks for the
blessings we have been bestowed. And yes, we can't forget
time to watch many games of football.
There is another reason also; it relates back to a poem that I wrote that Easter after my
mother's death. The title was "Death Like Life" and it started off with “Death like life has its
seasons,” and goes on to describe the different times and emotions one might experience
when losing someone. Another reason is that through my years of the different ministries I've
been involved with, the one with dealing with death and dying has always brought the biggest
blessing to me. I say this because of being blessed to share that time with someone after
most vulnerable state and being allowed to be a part of their time of passing from one life to
the other. There are many different examples I could give, but the one I want to share with
the lady who told me she was glad that she was dying during the fall season. When I asked
her why, she told me because of the old saying that the candle always burns brighter before
it goes out and she related that to the colors of the leaves on the tree. She then told me, she
didn't want to die during winter because they might not be able to dig the hole and then she
laughed. What a blessing, for not only her sense of humor, but for her final words, "I'm
ready". I have had a number of true blessings through these ministries including the one I've
shared before about the friend who died on Thanksgiving day after battling AIDS.
As you gather around your Thanksgiving dinner, where ever that is and with whomever it is
shared with, take time to not just say grace, but to thank God for all the blessings that you
have been bestowed, no matter where those blessings come from and also for those that
have gone before us that have made us who we are!
Amen!!!
Blessings!
John Pendergest
Commissioned Minister/Pastor

PRAYER REQUESTS
Betty Vangen, Linda Ashbrook, Susan Baughman, Jacquie Clingan, Dean and Bev Schmidt,
Nancy Kibler (Jill White’s Mother), Ruth Parker (Margaret Adamson’s Mother), Lois Brown (Jeri
Pendergest’s Mother), Harold Boyd (Friend of C. Thomas and J. Clingan), Raymond Browning Jr.
(Bonnie Goodwin’s Brother), Family of Brody Allen, Ryan and Satin Pendergest, Family of Sue
Jeffers (on the death of her father-in-law Dave Adamson’s Coworker), Family and Friends of Linda
Hoover (Long- time volunteer at Serve City), Tom Wolfe’s Daughter (Tom is Jana’s Coworker), Tree
of Life Synagogue in Squirrel Hill (near Pittsburg, PA) and families of those killed by the
shooter.

BIRTHDAYS
November
Kathy Baughman
Carolyn Garnett
Jan Richards
Helen Deaton
Phyllis Hurst

December
Bev Rosser
Diane Kinner
Linda Ashbrook
John Baughman
Jasmine Shanholtzer
Ellis Ittel

6
7
10
28
28

2
8
14
14
26
29

NOVEMBER CALENDAR
1
3
4
5
6
7
8
11
12
13
14
15

2:30-4:30 p.m. Workday in FH
6:30-8:30 p.m. Workday in FH
9:00-11:00 a.m. Workday in FH
12:30 p.m. Baby Shower Set Up
10:45 a.m. Worship
12:15 p.m. Baby Goodwin Shower
6:30 p.m. Bible Study
1:30 p.m. Bible Study
4:45 p.m. Toiletry Pantry Set-Up
5:00 p.m. Toiletry Pantry
5:30 p.m. Chosen
10:45 a.m. Worship
12:15 p.m. Trustee Meeting (short)
6:30 p.m. Bible Study
1:30 p.m. Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Men’s Group Meeting
5:30 p.m. Chosen
6:30 p.m. Praise Team Rehearsal
7:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

18 10:45 a.m. Worship
12:15 p.m. Thanksgiving Dinner
5:00 p.m. District 12 Thanksgiving
Worship and Dinner
(Mt. Healthy Christian Church)

19
20
22
25
26
27
28

Bonnie on Vacation Through 25th
7:00 p.m. Hamilton Thanksgiving
Service
Thanksgiving Day
10:45 a.m. Worship (J. Pendergest)
12:15 p.m. Decorate for Advent
6:30 p.m. Bible Study – Movie
“It’s a Wonderful Life”
1:30 p.m. Bible Study – Movie
6:30 p.m. Pastor Relations
7:30 p.m. Elders
10:00 a.m. Newsletter Deadline
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