EXOTIC
DREAMS

A Glimpse Into The Luxuriously Exotic,
Imaginatively Inspired Couture of Farbod Barsum

By: Gina Samarotto




hen counting the stars of the
couture  world, like
Hermes, Louboutin, Alaia and
Ferragamo readily trip off the tongue. While
not (yet) a household name, the house of

names

Barsum is sccurcly perched in the highly
covetable catbird seat; perfectly poised to
take its rightful placc amongst thosc giants
of couture. Headed by Farbod Barsum
and his passionatc and multi-dimensional
design prowess, the collection is a deliciously
distinctive array of bespoke handbags and
accessorics that have been crcating quite a
stir - and provoking quite a loyal following
- in both the designer’s Beverly Hills flagship
boutique as well as the brands impressive,
global locations.

“Design is always an evolutionary process,”
says the cloquent and clegant Barsum.
“The reality is that the design evolves from
drawing table to reality.” And in the casc of
the collection of handbags and accessories by
Barsum, reality is nothing less than stunning.

“The pieces crafted by Bassum for his collection
arc created by hand from sustainable, exotic
skins including alligator, crocodile, ostrich,
ostrich leg, pirarucu, karung, and lizard.
While no doubt stunning, the exotic skins
can be difficult to obtain and cven more
difficult to perfect = once of the reasons why
so few high-end desi
use. “When I was first interested in using
pirarucu (the world's largest freshwater fish

ners venture into their

from the Amazon) for instance, the tanners
came to the United States to discuss their
product and processes with me,” Barsum
explains. “The skins must be of exceptionally
good quality, and so I worked with the team
to ensure that the texture, the colors and the
quality were perfect. As a result, we are the
only fashion housc to be using pirarucu on a

couture level.” Regardless of the exotic skin
chosen for any given picce, cach Barsum Bag
is a laboriously crafted, artisanal masterwork.
Each creation features exquisite handwork,
hand-cast hardware, signaturc  linings,
tumned edge detailing, sumptuous materials
and stunning acsthetics = all designed to
delightfully shock and awe even the most
discerning, scasoned collector.  Indeed, the
pieces created by Barsum are coveted by some
of the world’s most glittering fashion icons
including international royalty and A-list
celebrities. Heidi Klum, Sarah Jessica Parker,
Cindy Crawford and Sofia Vergara to name
just a few have all been smitten by the lure
of a Barsum.

“The collection has cxpanded to a lewvel
where we now offer the most variety of

DE

couture cxotic skin handbags and acces
anywhere in the US," says Barsum
goes on to explain that, “what scts
pieces apart is their overall distinction,
unparalleled quality, their uniqueness.”
the reminiscently retro Empress saccl
the sleek, metropolitan chic Geneview
to the clegantly understated Brigitte ¢
cach Barssum Bag is painstakingly creat
hand in the United States, with the ma
of pieces the designer offers to exist a
of a kind beautics. “Even in cases whe
same bag is produced more than once
identical material and color,” says Barsu
inherently will be unique duc to the nat
exotic skins.”

Barsum offers his clients unlimited cr
freedom through a bespoke selectic
unique shapes and a scemingly o
variety of spectacular combinations uti
the textures and colors found in the

skins. The resulting products are indisp!
statement pieces - timeless classics th
at once wickedly indulgent, fully func
and ultra exclusive. His expansive know
of the exotic skins not only inspire
designer himself but also allows him to
his clients through the design process.
clients are sawvy, they are fashionable
fashion forward and they come to us
importantly, for the quality and craftsma
we provide - but they are also aware that

they come to us they will discover some
that can't be found anywhere else.

clients are looking to invest in that s)
textural and timeless statement piece
we have made our mark in providing th
possible range from which to choose.
is - literally - a dream bag for every cus
that walks through our doors.” Ir
while Barsum collectors can dream up
perfect handbag from the myriad exotic
and color available, there is one thing
remains consistent - the signature han
on cach picce. “The hardware on our b

hand cast and rhodium plated,” says By
“We do that for a very good reason.
inherent nature and tone of rhodium :
the metal to reflect the color of the bag
That reflective ability allows the han
to become an intrinsic clement of the
rather than simply omamentation.”

If onc were to try to pinpoint Ba
signature  style, it would likely be
designer’s penchant for classic desi
albeit classic design reinvented th
inspircd combinations. The acsthetic i
illustrated, proven when onc finds o
\\\'IJIJZ)IH.L: over a [UHCIC)) tote t'ril’[‘
pirarucu and trimmed in ostrich leg ke
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Carmen Antique
Pewter & Matte Holly Bronze
s Black Lizard Ostrich Leg

Genevieve
African Violet
Pirarucu &

Ostrich Leg

Candis Taupe
Alligator & Ostrich
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Brigitte Copper
Lizard & Swarovski

Brigitte Inverted
Natural Lizard

Empress
Ruby Red
Aligator

Jackson Briefcase
avy Alligator &
Anthracite Ostrich

hate Alr Luxury Homes

“W

such as pirarucu and ostrich leg tha

e market
1s been spliced and

pioneered the usage of certain s

fuscd into continuous sheets, - very new technology.
Barsum Bag is fully faced and t

awe inspiri

the exotic skins as well, thus ensuring the distinction of the
material and craftsmanship is apparent both inside and out.

The sigh-worthy collection is available in richly hu

tones with decadently tactile, attention demandin,
- yet feature the styles and functionali
everyday use.

textures

needed for chic

At Barsum's flagship boutique in Beverly H he shop

itself is a gorgeous backdrop to the collection and a space

worthy of praisc. Featuring tw

nal picces by Jackson

Pollock and the largest array of crystal chandeliess to be

found in any Beverly Hills retail settings; the space was
custom designed by Barsum along with his parents, both
of whom are well-respected designers and architects. “My
father is still in architectural practice on the West Coast,”
Barsum explains. “My mother left the architectural firm to
ng not only her design
ade has

join me as my business partner, lend
skills but a wor

s view as to how a well-

bag
d

nir

should look and function.” Bassum's own design backgrous

is impressive. After obtaining a degree in Art History frox

ad, \\annu'
Housc of Bijan in

l::\x,\uc' was a protégé of
side by side with the icon in the legendar

Beverl

y Hills. “That experience and the education I received
with somconc like Bijan has dramatically inspired

me as a designer,” Barsum recalls. He subsequently followed
s footsteps, bringing his design cducation to an
exponentially higher level by carning a Master’s Degre
Architecture. “Growing up with architects,” Barsum recalls,
y

are

in his paren

design elements w
is everywhere, and while I believe you

“led me to sce scal

propor

‘born’ with an cyc for design, the exposure to architecture

that I had while growing up certainly helped hone my skills

¢ parents encouraged me to

architecture, and that background
has played an important role in how I see the physical

continue my educatior

structure of my pieces. The rhythmic thread of architecture
is woven throughout everything we do here. Combined
my studics in fashion design and art history, my studics

in architecture have given me a unique design perspective

and onc that can be scen in the picees I ereate.”

the exquisite line of accessories & Bavsum Bags

Carbod Barsum, please v farbodbarsum.com
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