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6/2
Freddy Roberts
Tony Bolino
6/4
Josie Watkins
6/5
Beth Wisecup
Linda Galloway
6/6
Matt & Carolyn
Holcomb
6/11
Marsha Burrell
6/17
Hamp & Donna Tisdale
6/21
Hamp Tisdale
6/25
Robin Rolph
6/27
George & Eileen Ward

Did we miss your birthday
or anniversary?
Please call the
Parish Office.

Dear Parishioners,
Father Gordon and I attended the 232nd Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland on Friday, May
12th, and Saturday, May 13th, 2016. The annual convention was held at the Turf Valley Resort located in Ellicott
City, Maryland.
This was my second year serving as The Church of the
Transfiguration's Lay Delegate. It was such a great, and
Toni Beaird
overwhelming experience to be in the company of over
COTT Lay Delegate
400 Priests, Associate Priests, Lay Delegates, and Alternate Delegates in one room singing praises and worshiping God. Through
God, all things are possible.
Each year for me holds different obstacles and challenges. This year besides
electing officials for various committees and positions, Father Gordon and I
had some very deep discussions involving Resolutions at our table. There
were other Resolutions brought forth before the convention to vote upon as
well. Some Resolutions will have to be revisited at a later date due to concerns such as not enough statistical, financial, or informative information
supplied to have the Resolutions passed.
One unanimous decision made by the Diocese at the convention, was a
companion relationship with the Diocese of Puerto Rico. In partnering with
this Diocese, we will be able to travel to Puerto Rico, and vice-versa, meet
with Bishops and other officiants, and lend financial support if needed. It
will also expand our knowledge of language, customs, practices and beliefs.
The Diocese Convention offered various workshops such as Religious Community - Police Relations lead by Lt. Col. Melvin Russell from the Baltimore
City Police Department. He also developed the Community Collaboration
Division, in 2013. He is working with key stakeholders of the City in bringing a common goal of Peace and Prosperity for Baltimore. Also, turning your
lights off, driving less and other ways to “Love One Another” lead by Kim
Coble, was a workshop that is committing to reducing greenhouse emission
40% by 2030. It also looks at ways parishes can be held more accountable
by the products which we buy, and different ways we can recycle. Prayer
Book Spirituality 101, led by The Rev. Timothy Kroh goes through the BCP
(Book of Common Prayer), and an examination on how it invites us to a rich
spiritual life, expressed through the Sacraments, private prayer, reconciliation and cycles of the church year. Sutton Scholars, which has been in the
works for two years and has a partnership with Morgan State University, focuses on a high school scholars Summer Enrichment Program. This program
(Continued on page 3)
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Dear Friends in Christ,
Growing up in a suburban enclave in northern Ohio, I didn’t think about race
at all--nor did I need to. All my friends were white; I went to an all-white
Catholic grade school and attended an all-white church. The TV programs I
watched, the sports I played (or attempted), the parks and fairs I enjoyed all
involved persons of my own race. Whiteness for me was normative, an unconscious given. It was the way life was.

From the
Rector’s
Desk

I do recall, however, one occasion that first made me aware of racial distinctions--and perceptions. While recuperating at home after an operation, my
mother employed a cleaning service to help her with the housework. On the
Saturday she expected the “maid” to arrive, the doorbell rang, and my mother was greeted not by the new help but by the deputy sheriff. Behind him
stood a nicely dressed couple, a man and a woman who happened to be
black.
The deputy asked mom if she was expecting anyone, and told her that the
couple behind him claimed to be looking for our house. Mom, speaking over
the officer’s shoulder, addressed the woman: “You must be Mary!” The woman smiled and said yes and then introduced her husband (who had driven her
over). “Then they’re all right?” the deputy interjected, to which mom replied
thinly, “Yes, they’re fine.” Apparently, a neighbor had called to report
“suspicious-looking” persons driving slowly down the street, peering at house
numbers. After the deputy had left, my mother escorted Mary and her husband inside. While they walked toward the kitchen, I could hear mom mutter
under her breath: “Stupid! . . . Just stupid!”
I shared this story with a co-participant in “Seeing the Face of God in Each
Other”--a diocesan workshop recently held at All Saints--while we were sitting
face-to-face (as one exercise required), our knees almost touching. An African-American woman in perhaps her mid seventies, she listened intently as I
spoke, never taking her eyes off mine. When I was finished, we both sat
back in our chairs. After a pause, I asked her if she had encountered something like that, from the perspective of the black couple. Leaning forward,
while gently holding my hand, she looked intently at me again and said, “Oh
yes, Gordon, I have. And more than once.”
What she was remembering is a life experience that I have never known and
will never know--that of being historically and systematically defined, and
negatively judged, by the color of my skin. I was reminded again of all the
work that remains to be done to heal that history, with God’s help to break
down those remaining walls of suspicion and oppression. Yet I knew that the
first step needed to begin in my own heart. Still, as a sign of hope (that
seemed also a bridge?), I felt my friend’s hand gently enfolding mine, while
she regarded me with a kindness I thought I ill-deserved. It spoke of a past
that should not be forgotten or diminished even as it pointed, across the lines
of our present struggles, to a future shaped by honesty, understanding, forgiveness, and soul-searching love. And so the thought came to me . . . While
we can, for as long as we can, let us hold fast to that hope, and let us continue that healing journey together.
Blessings,

Fr. Gordon+
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Parish Work Day

teaches life skills and soft skills that will focus
primarily for 30 rising ninth graders who have
been selected for this pilot session. There were
also a few more workshops at various locations
throughout the Resort. Each class attended was
very informative and provided topics for discussion even after the workshop was over.

The Youth Ministry lead by Kate Riley, was also
present at the convention. They helped during
the election process by being Runners and Pages, which consisted of them helping to distribute
required paperwork and supplies needed for this
process.
Father Gordon will keep us all informed on the
upcoming decisions being brought forth before
the Diocese.
I would like to take this moment to let each of
you know how truly honored and blessed I am
to have served as Lay Delegate for the 2016
Convention.

Cold - Dreary - Rainy,
but that did not deter a
small but dedicated
crew who spent the
morning weeding and
mulching the gardens in
front of the church and
Memorial Hall

Thank You,
Toni Beaird

Memorial Hall Update
Fr. Gordon, Brad Staup and I have met on three occasions with Joe Hines of Lancaster Craftsman
Builders, Inc., to discuss proposals for the renovation of Memorial Hall. Most recently four subcontractors, which included a plumber and electrician, accompanied Mr. Hines, and they will be
submitting estimates to Lancaster Builders for the work that they feel needs to be done to correct
any deficiencies in the building and to meet county codes.
Mr. Hines has done some initial drawings which he will continue to refine after receiving these estimates, and he will then be ready to make a presentation of both cost estimates as well as floor
plans and visual renderings to the vestry in June.

If and when the vestry has made some decisions about the feasibility of the proposal by Lancaster Builders, then there will be an opportunity for the congregation to review the drawings and
work to be done and to offer any suggestions.
This is an exciting time for us, and with careful consideration of cost, design and practicality, we
will have a parish hall that will serve our needs and those of our outreach groups.
Janet Roberts, Senior Warden
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The Mountain Herald will be taking a vacation for the months of July &
August. The next issue (September) will be packed full of news about
the start-up of our new season and the progress of the Memorial Hall
renovation project.
During the hiatus you will be kept informed of the happenings at COTT
through the weekly bulletins (and emails), via the website, and by an
abbreviated information flyer (work-in-progress!)

We certainly don’t want to miss celebrating the summer birthdays and
anniversaries, so a list follows.
Have a good summer!

Marusia Zearfoss
Editor

Summer Celebrations
July
7/1
7/2
7/3
7/5
7/6
7/6
7/8
7/10
7/19
7/25
7/25

John & Robin Rolph
Keith Strasser
Ethan Tripp
Luke Krizeneski
James Belcher
Bill Spare & Bernadette Roche
Vilma Geiger
Rick & Jackie Galliher
Wade Collins
Bill Knipe
William & Joanna Lohr

COTT Ladies May Luncheon
"Happy Birthday" was the theme of the COTT Ladies
lunch held on May 17 at noon in Memorial Hall. We
celebrated everyone's birthday by sharing small gifts
in a "pick and choose" game. We also shared photographs of each other as children, guessing who was
whom.
We enjoyed the frivolity along with a delicious soup
made by Sue Wirths, tasty zucchini bread created by
Debbie Knipe, and birthday cake brought by Linda
Galloway.
Our last lunch for this year's cycle will be a "salad
luncheon" held on Tuesday, June 21, in Memorial
Hall at noon. All COTT ladies are welcome. Please
bring something to add to the salad. Eileen Ward will
bring dessert and Barbara Collins will provide bread.
Hope to see you there!

August
8/4
8/5
8/5
8/6
8/12
8/13
8/14
8/15
8/20
8/22
8/25
8/25
8/26
8/28
8/28
8/29
8/30
8/30
8/31
8/31

Mary Ann Knapp
Nate Bollino
Evelyn Holsapple
Erin Evans
Matthew Holsapple
Keith & Marie Strasser
Scott Myers
George Roberts
Jim & Judy Hubbard
Marie Strasser
Katie Groth
Daniel Holsapple
Marusia Zearfoss
Jamie Staup
Dick Salmon+
Cindy Staup
Judy Hubbard
Frank & Judy Willson
Helen Schley
Christine Traini

Birthday Bags from
the May Ladies’
Lunch

June 2016
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
1

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

2

SATURDAY

3

4
9:30a AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA
7:30p AA
8:30p AA

5

6

Healing - both services 9:00a Morning Prayer

7

8

Rector Family Visit
9
10

11

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:30a AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

9:00a Christian Ed
10:15a H.E. II/hymns

12:00p AA

11:15a Hospitality

6:30p Women's Dinner
7:00p Bridge Club

7:30p AA
7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

8:30p AA

PM - Chorale & AA

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed
10:15a H.E. II/hymns

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:30a AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

11:15a Hospitality

7:30p AA
7:00p Bridge Club

7:00p B & F

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

8:30p AA

PM - AA

19 Fathers' Day

20

21

22

23

24

25

8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed
10:15a H.E. II/hymns

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:30a AA

12:00p AA

12:00p Ladies' Lunch

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

11:15a Hospitality
11:30a Vestry

7:30p AA
7:00p Bridge Club

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

8:30p AA

PM - AA

26

27

28

29

30

8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed
10:15a H.E. II/hymns

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

11:15a Hospitality

6:30 Men's Dinner
7:00p Bridge Club

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

PM - AA

VESTRY
Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Do you have a question about
anything regarding C.O.T.T?

Dorothy Beaird

Barbara Collins

Mel Galloway

Bill Spare

Richard Galliher

Jim Hubbard

Our Vestry members are here to
help Talk to one of them or
Fr. Gordon any time.

Marusia Zearfoss

Debbie Knipe

Tony Traini

Janet Roberts – Sr. Warden
Brad Staup – Jr. Warden
Craig Zearfoss – Treasurer
Marsha Burrell - Clerk

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:00 a.m. Christian Education for All

10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist
11:30 a.m. Hospitality
1st Sunday of each month Anointing and Prayers for Healing
follow each service
Morning Prayer - Mon through Friday - 9:00 a.m.
Vespers with Rite of Healing - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.

CONTACT US
Church Office Phone Number:
301-371-7505
Rectory Phone Number:
301-371-6227
Church E-mail Address: transfiguration1@verizon.net
For Pastoral Emergencies, Church Members should contact the office at 301-371-7505 or via e-mail
at transfiguration1@verizon.net
Email Rev. Gordon De La Vars at fr.gordoncott@gmail.com
Contact Associate Pastor Rev. Ellen Hurwitz at (301) 293-1514
www.thechurchofthetransfiguration.com

The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration
PO Box 87
6909 Maryland Avenue
Braddock Heights, MD 21714

