
 

 

Emerson Colaw tells about doing some work with his church’s non-resident membership 

list.  He wrote a letter to one family that had been very active in his church.  A letter 

came back with the following reply: 
 

Mr. Colaw, we now live near a university campus and we go every Sunday to the 

chapel service there.  They have unusually fine music…they have nationally 

known preachers every Sunday morning…the children are being taught in church 

school by seminary students.  But best of all there is no membership, no pledging, 

and no committees asking us to work.  So, if you don’t mind, we’ll just leave our 

membership at Hydu Park and continue to enjoy what we have here. 
 

Wow, right?!  Well, this particular church experience may have been as great as this 

person commented – for a spectator, that is!  What about participation?  Participation – 

living out the Christian life – is what God calls every Christian to do.  Church 

membership underscores this.  Those who become members pledge the following to 

faithfully participate in the ministries of the church by ones prayers, presence, gifts, 

service and witness.  Membership is a public confession of ones’ faith (Jesus said, 

“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before people, him will I confess also before my 

Father which is in heaven” - Matthew 10:32) and a powerful reminder that we are 

accountable to God and to one another (“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are 

in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the 

Day approaching” - Hebrews 10:25).  It is good for those who have given their 

membership vows to review this from time to time as a sort of gauge to where they are in 

their Christian walk.  It is also good for those who have not yet given their membership 

vows to consider a deeper commitment to Christ through church membership. 
 

Beginning February 17th, adults and kids will begin to meet to discover the meaning of 

membership.  Current members are welcome as a refresher course.  Perspective members 

are welcome to come and learn.   

 

God bless you all!  And a very happy New Year! 
 

Brian 
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December Reflections 
 December has been a busy month for our children and youth! We packed 
layettes for needy babies at Davis Health System, we performed The Christmas 
County Spelling Bee at our annual Advent Dinner, we celebrated our hard work with 
a pizza party in the parlor, Beverly Armentrout and Kary McAtee participated in a 
“Make and Take” craft event for children at Tyrand Parish, Leon Mallow instructed 
the kids in making their own nativity sets, and our children participated in the 
Cantata, “Noel! Emmanuel!” 

 

Thank you to everyone that donates their time and resources throughout the year 
to make the Children and Youth Programs at First United Methodist Church a 

success!  We are looking forward to 2019 with hope and joy! 



Program Updates 
 In Sunday School and Children’s Church this month, we will be learning about some of 
the healing stories of Jesus: 

January 6th – Magi Seek a Healer: The magi bring 
gold & healing oils to Jesus. (Matthew 2:1-12) 
 

January 13th – Jesus Heals: Jesus heals Peter’s 
mother-in-law of a fever. (Luke 4:34-44) 
 

January 20th – Jesus Heals a Young Woman: Jesus 
heals Jairus’ daughter. (Mark 5:21-24,35-43) 
 

January 27th – Jesus Heals Ten Men: Jesus heals ten 
men; one comes back. (Luke 17:11-19) 

 
 

Confirmation 2019 
Any students sixth grade and above who would be interested in participating in a 

confirmation class, please contact Kary McAtee (304-636-0660 or 304-642-0518).   
An interest meeting for students and 

parents will be held at 12:15 on Sunday, January 
13th in the Parlor.  The class is expected to start in 
February and will last around 9 weeks. Any adults 
willing to be mentors, provide snacks, or assist with 
lessons and activities can also contact Kary. 

 
Sledding Sunday 

 Kids of all ages are invited to meet us at bottom of D&E Hill on Sunday, 
January 27th at 3:00 for sled riding!  We do ask that you bring your own sled, 
and all children must be accompanied by an adult for this event.  Hot 
chocolate and snacks will be provided in our church Family Life Center 
following sled riding! We hope to see you there! 
 
**IMPORTANT: IN THE EVENT THAT THERE IS NO SNOW THAT SUNDAY, WE 

WILL MEET AT THE CHURCH AT 3:00 TO PLAY IN THE BOUNCE HOUSES, MAKE CRAFTS, AND 
HAVE SNACKS.** 

 
Christian Education Committee Meeting 

A meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 16th at 6:00 in the Family Life 
Center for all members of the Christian Education Committee and anyone else 
who might be involved with or interested in hearing about our Children and 
Youth Programs.  Reminder calls will be placed prior to the meeting, and in 
the event of inclement weather calls will be placed regarding the status of the 
meeting. 

 



Gale Poe  MUSIC NOTES                                                    

 
 
We hope you were able to be with us in December for the Christmas Cantata, Noel! 
Emmanuel!.  Almost fifty people participated in some manner - adult and child singers, 
ringers, soloists, trios, percussion, guitar, narrators.  We are grateful for the folks who 
came in from other music services and from the congregation to assist us.    
 Before the Chancel Choir came into the sanctuary on Cantata Sunday, we talked 
about how it is really the text that bears the most importance in choral music.  The tune 
is really the vehicle on which the real message of Bethlehem was to be delivered.  And 
though we hope for every detail, the truth is that we miss things.  But after all of the work 
in rehearsals, if we allow the words to reside in our hearts (remember the scripture of 
Mary pondering things in her heart?), then we step aside and the blessings of the Holy 
Spirit descend.  We are not perfect by any stretch. We do however hope for the very best 
that our gifts allow.  After all, we offer them back to the Giver Himself.  We said once that 
we really present our musical abilities to God first - you who are gathered in the 
congregation really are eavesdropping on our worship at the throne of the Most High.  
 The same week of Cantata, the ringers and singers traveled to ERCC for the 14th 
annual Christmas Candlelight service.  It was as we all knew it was going to be.  The Rev. 
Dr. Basil Hensley, chaplain at the Center, and pastor emeritus of FUMC, led the worship 
with residents, who are family to him in the most poignant, strong ways.  We were happy 
to be there with him, and with residents, families and staff. In those moments of worship 
together, the spirit of Advent, the true blessing of Christmas, was present for us all. 
 Several years ago, we sang an anthem called “The Work of Christmas”.  The music 
is written by Dan Forrest, with a powerful text by Howard Thurman, a theologian and 
writer who lived for the first 80 years of the 20th century.  
 

When the song of the angels is stilled,  
When the star in the sky is gone,  

When the kings and princes are home,  
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among others, 
To make music in the heart. 

 

 Our prayer is that 2019 will find us cheerfully and faithfully partnering to do the 
work of Christmas.    
 Blessings to you from the Music Ministry.  

 

 

 



2019 Offertory Envelopes are now available on the table  

outside the office.  Please stop by and pick yours up!  If you 

don’t find your name and would like to have weekly 

 envelopes, please drop your name and address in the box on 

the table and I will have them available the following week.  

 Danielle Taylor 

 
 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

2018 was a good year for Operation Christmas Child.  Our big Packing Party was a huge success, 

as well as, two additional packing parties.  Our church goal was 1,300 shoe boxes. 

We packed 1,287 just 13 short of our goal. However 13 more came in before the 

deadline so our goal was achieved at exactly 1,300. 
 

The Elkins Volunteer Team collected 11,197 that were processed at the 

Boone, NC Processing Center and are now on their way to children in several 

countries where there has been natural disasters, war, and extreme poverty. 
 

Each child that received a shoe box also gets a copy of “The Greatest Gift Of 

All" Gospel story and can participate in The Greatest Journey Discipleship Program. 

Thanks to all who helped in any way.  This was truly a team effort and couldn't have 

been such a success without you. 

 

 

 
 

The First United Methodist Men hosted their annual Advent Dinner on Sunday, 

December 2nd. Over 200 meals were served to a large crowd.  The men wish to 

thank Susan Seders and Kary McAtee for a wonderful musical performance by the 

children of our church.  The congregation was blessed with a great evening of 

food, fellowship, and entertainment. 

 

 

http://achieved.at/


 
 

United Methodist Women’s News 

Food, Fellowship and Service for the month of December 

The 5 Circles of FUMC Women planned special events for the month of December for members to enjoy 

time together and celebrate the end of another successful year in working and serving together.  Circle 1 

met at the home of Penny Friddle for a pot luck luncheon.  Circle 2 had a Christmas party in the church 

parlor and assembled their basket for the Christmas baby to be born at the local hospital.  Circle 3 began 

collecting items for the New Year's baby.  Circle 4 met at the 1863 Appalachian Bistro where it was 

announced that Catherine Poe would be accepting chairmanship giving Beverly Armentrout time to sit 

back and enjoy being a member after many years of kind and loving leadership.  Circle 5 meet in the FLC 

where they shared a lunch with members and guests and assembled baskets of gifts for members that  

are shut ins. 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

                                      Pictures from Circle 1 Luncheon at the Friddle Home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                

                                                    Picture of Circle 2 Christmas Baby Basket 



 

 

 

 

 

                                               Pictures of Circle 4 Luncheon at 1863 Appalachian Bistro 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                           Picture of Members of Circle 5 with Baskets for Shut-ins 

CHILI SOUP FOR YOUR SUPERBOWL PARTY 

There is no need to prepare a warm dish for your Superbowl party because the First United Methodist 

Women are ready to help you with that.  Chili soup (beans and no bean variety) will be made available 

for sale by the quart.  Orders will need to be placed by the second week of January and jars of chili soup 

can be picked up Saturday, February 2 from 1-2 pm at the church kitchen or after church on February 3 

from 12-1 pm at the same location.  Price will be $8 per quart or 4 quarts for $30. Members will have 

order forms available to distribute after the New Year. Help to support our missions and make your 

Superbowl planning a little easier. Thank you for your support. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

If you have not chosen a circle that best meets your needs to serve our church please consider 

membership for the New Year.  There are currently 5 Circles available with 4 of them meeting regularly 

in fellowship and one, Circle 3, seems to better suit the needs of those who are full time employed or 

cannot make regular meetings.  Circle 3 members are contacted by email or other requested means 

when the need arises.  All circles are an important part of FUMC.  Membership Chairperson is Carolyn 

Gola who can be contacted at 304-636-2881 or interested women may approach any member who is 

part of our congregation. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY!!!! 



 



JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
2 Pat LaFayette 10 Allen Conrad 18 Sharon Sutton 26 Curtis Conrad 

2 Lance Poe 11 Marylou Raikes 18 Beverly Skinner 28 Rosie Wilhelm 

2 Greg Coberly 11 Linda Robey 18 Matthew Downs 28 Carolyn Channell 

2 Ashley Boley 11 Sarah Ware 18 Leah Armstrong 28 David McDowell 

3 Arch Thompson 12 Loyal Canfield 19 Barbara Carroll 28 Terra Oldham 

3 Gale Poe 12 Amie Wamsley 19  Dave Simmons 28 Alexander White 

4  Don Judy 12 Jeffrey Parsons 19 Debra Herron 28 Madalyn Hickman 

5 Norma Stalnaker 13 Sue Lewis 19 Megan Higgins 29 Tommie Bodkins 

5 Denise Wallace 14 Cindy Stemple 19 Heidi Jeffries 29 Liam Benavides 

5 Toby Myers 14 Terry Mallow 19 Jeff Menendez 29 Lacey Wood 

6 Margaret Beckwith 15 Don McCaskie 20 Billy McCauley 30 Garry Shiflett 

6 Mary Smith 15 Charles Conaway II 21  Bryan Corder 30 T.L. Jack II 

6 Chris Croson 15 Deena Fox 21 Elizabeth Antolini 30 Molly Quint 

6 Scott Collett 15 Allison Jack 21 Becky McDowell 31 Linda Wyatt 

6 Joel Casto 16 Doreen Hall 22 Connor Montgomery  

7 Debbie Welshonce 16 Barb Hanna 23 Holly Conrad 

7 Shelley Hyre 16 Mary Rowan 25 Evette LaFayette 

7 Reese Croson 16 Marty Martin Jr 25 Ryan Jones 

9 Greg Perkins 17  Vicki Fisher 25 Sarah Lipscomb 

9 Angela Nelan 17 Brian Shields 26 Dave Hanna  
9 Michaela Mace 17 Chris Shields 26 Sharon Hinchman  
10 Calvin Bennett 17  Thea Kerns 26 Jeanne Hanna 

        

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

15 Ken & Jamie McBride 

24 Paul & Hazel Wood 

 28 David & Connie Pingley 

 

 
                                            CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY                      
 

            to the families of                             
                                       Lee Kalar, Richard “Dick” Walden  

                                        and Margaret “Rosalie” Wilhelm.                

 

 

 

BAPTISM 

 

Silas Bryan Satterfield, son of Stephen Paul and Kristin Corder Satterfield, 
grandson of Roger and Cindy Corder and Gary and Nancy Miller. 
 

 

 

 



2019 STAFF AND OFFICERS 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH-Elkins, West Virginia 

 

STAFF 
Pastor                                       Brian Seders                          Financial Secretary                        Danielle Taylor 
Pastor Emeritus         Basil Hensley             Christian Education Director       Kary McAtee 
Office Manager/Treasurer    Rhonda Elmer               Custodian                                       Angela Kisner 
Music Director         Gale Poe                 Nursery Worker                            Jennifer Wanless 
   
LAY SPEAKERS – Barry Band, Trudy Carowick, David Hensley, Katie Kerns       
 

RETIRED PASTORS – Don Fitzwater, Lois Kessler, T. Gregory Lewis 
 

SCOUTING COORDINATOR – Barry Band 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL  - The church council oversees the ministry, outreach programs, and administration 
of our congregation by setting direction and objectives; initiating, authorizing, and evaluating ministries; 
and determining policy for the ministry of the congregation to carry out its primary task effectively. 
 

  Church Council      Craig Merriam 
  Lay Leader      Katie Kerns 
   Trustees Chair      To Be Elected 
  Finance Chair      Mark Tomblyn 
  Staff-Parish Relations Chair    To Be Elected 
  Sunday School Superintendent    Kary Kramer 
  Lay Leadership Chair     Pastor Brian Seders 
  Lay Member to Annual Conference    Katie Kerns 

Alt. Lay Member to Annual & District Conference  Shelley Hyre 
Alt. Lay Member to District Conference                                          Kim Urban 
President U. M. Men To Be Announced (Dick Hamrick 

contact person) 
  President U. M. Women     To Be Announced 
  Christian Education     Kary McAtee 
  Worship       To Be Elected 
  We Care Ministry      Jerri Snyder 
  Rep. for Tyrand      Harry Kramer, Janet Myles 
  Rep. for Highland Cooperative Parish    Beverly Armentrout, Diana Patella  
                               Rep. for Mountain Hospice                                                                To Be Announced  
  Music Director      Gale Poe  
  Praize Team Director     To Be Announced 
                               Technology Team                                                                                  Bill Riffee 
                               Child Protection Coordinator                                                             Donna Hamrick, Bobbi Trimboli 
                               Mission                                                                                                   Kim Urban 
  Financial Secretary                            Danielle Taylor 
                               Security                                                                                                  Charles Friddle 
  Children’s Coordinator     Kary Kramer 
  Administrative Assistant     Rhonda Elmer 
  Pastor       Brian Seders 
 

 Members at Large:  Dave Pingley; Class of 2019, Sarah Ware; Class of 2020, Grover Kerns; Class of 2021 
 

CHURCH STEERING COMMITTEE – This committee serves to give guidance and information to the 
church’s ministry between meetings of the church council with particular emphasis given to vision and 
long range-planning. 
 Pastor Brian Seders  Betty Linger                      Gary Schoonover                     Bob Wilmoth 
  Mary Ann Gay                                   Russell Linger                                              Patty Simmons                         Chris Wood 
 Sharon Hinchman                          Luanne McDowell                                            Vic Simmons            
                                                                                                 



LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE (NOMINATIONS AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT) – This 
committee identifies, develops, evaluates, and monitors Christian spiritual leadership so that 
the congregation carries out the ministries for transformation of the community. The committee 
guides the church council on matters regarding laity in leadership of the congregation 
(umdiscipleship.org). (Pastor serves as chair by discipline.) 
 

  Class of 2019    Class of 2020                                              Class of 2021                                        
           Cindy Stemple                                                    Deborah Stout                                                    Hobert Corley 
                Carolyn Gola                                                          Grace Roy                                                      Carolyn Channell 
                  Lynn Ritter                                                      Jodie Hart                                                Dave Vandenbergh 
 

STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE – This committee serves as the personnel committee of the 

church. It sets salaries, job descriptions, performs the pastoral evaluation, and consults with the district 

superintendent if there is a pastoral change. 
 

 Class of 2019    Class of 2020                                                    Class of 2021  

                Barbara Criss                                                        Tim Conklin                                                               Nick Patella 

               Vince Johnkoski                                                Cheryl Riggleman                                                           Grace Roy 

                 Ashley Jones                                                      Tom Wamsley                                                         Bridgette Wilson 

    Ex officio:   

                                               SPRC Chair from previous year if term expired                Greg Johnson 

                                               Lay Leader                         Katie Kerns 

   Lay Delegate to Annual Conference             Katie Kerns 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – The finance committee formulates a church budget and develops plans to 

raise sufficient income to meet the budget. Offering counting and record keeping procedures are also 

under this committee’s responsibilities.         
 

 Class of 2019    Class of 2020                                                   Class of 2021 

               Charlie Friddle                                                        Lisa Wood                                                             Carol Pizzino     

              Mark Tomblyn – Chair                                          Jenny Pippin                                                            Ellen Kessler 

                  Mark Phipps                                                   Ann Marie Patella                                                      Steve Herron 
 

Ex officio:  Finance Chair from previous year if term expired         

Trustee Chair                   To Be Elected 

   Lay Leader     Katie Kerns 

   Administrative Assistant    Rhonda Elmer  

   Financial Secretary    Danielle Taylor 

   Lay Member to Annual Conference   Katie Kerns 

   Alt. Member to Annual Conference   Shelley Hyre 

    Staff-Parish Chair     To Be Elected 

   Church Council Chair    Craig Merriam 
 

TRUSTEES – The trustees care for both the church and parsonage, and also direct trusts and assets. 
 

 Class of 2019    Class of 2020                                                Class of 2021 

              Chuck Preusch                                                        Brad Pugh                                                         Rick Campbell 

                Jim McCloud                                                        Dick Hamrick                                                          Ann Harris 

               Buddy Rowan                                                      Connie Pingley                                                      Donna Jones 
 

Ex officio:                              Trustee Chair from previous year if term expired:      



 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

 Class of 2019    Class of 2020                                               Class of 2021  

              Carol Band                                                          Barbara Tyre                                                    Bonnie Simmons 

               Diana Johnson                                                    Carolyn Shepler                                                       Kate Reed 

                                                                                                                                                                            Dick Proudfoot 

 

Ex officio members:  All Sunday School Teachers, Superintendent of Sunday School, Age Level Coordinators. 

 

WORSHIP – works with Pastor to plan worship and oversee practical matters related to worship. 
 

 Class of 2019    Class of 2020                                              Class of 2021 

                 Jean Barnett                                                        Terry Mallow                                                    Catherine Poe 

                 Paula Doerr                                                            Kim Urban                                                     Lorrayne Corley 

                                                                                                 Lisa Preusch                                                    Lena Umbright 

    
             

Ex officio members:  Music Director, Praize Team Leader, Head Ushers, Retired Pastors in congregation. 
 

COMMUNION STEWARD 
 

Jane Corley 
 

TECHNOLOGY TEAM – The technology committee monitors, maintains, and advises the church council 

concerning all automated equipment owned by and contained within the confines of the church and all 

associated properties, with priority given to the computer system(s), phone system, projection system, 

audio-visual system, internet and security. 

           Class of 2019                                                 Class of 2020                                               Class of 2021                                                  

            Craig Merriam                                                        Ryan Urban                                                            Bill Riffee 

             Clark Martin                                                         Roger Corder                                                      Matt Stalnaker 

             Dan Wetsch                                                            Roger Losh                                                           Denise Losh 
                                                                                                                                                            

 

HOSPITALITY TEAM 

     

          Class of 2019                                                   Class of 2020                                               Class of 2021                                                     

           Barbara Criss                                                           Bill Patterson                                                      Beth Conklin 

             Pam Keller                                                           Linda Patterson                                                       Lisa Kerns 

           Carol Fretwell                                                             Jodie Hart                                                        Kathy Hitchcock 

 
 

CHURCH OPENER/CLOSER – This person opens the church Sunday Mornings at 7:45 am:  Unlocks Family 

Life Center Entrance, Parlor, Sunday School Room, Choir Room, Nursery, Sanctuary doors, Opens sound 

booth (2 locks and 3 power buttons), and turns on all lights in sanctuary as well as Family Life Center 

(minus Hymn). Reverses the process at approximately 12:30 pm.  

             Hugh Hitchcock                  Bob Jones                 Mike Fisher                  Joe Hughes                  Mark Phipps 
 



VOLUNTEER RECEPTIONISTS 

               Joy Skinner                                            Hope Rierson – Sub                                                   Karen Connolly – Sub  
 

REPRESENTATIVE TO THE TYRAND MISSION BOARD CLASS OF 2020 – Tyrand is an official mission project 

of the WV Annual Conference of the UMC. The project provides various needs ranging from clothing, 

food, financial assistance, retreat space, and education to the economically challenged in rural parts of 

the three counties. The board meets on the last Monday of every month.   

            Harry Kramer                                                             Janet Myles 

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE HIGHLAND COOPERATIVE PARISH CLASS OF 2020 – The Highland Cooperative 

Parish represents 10 United Methodist Charges (12 churches) in our area that come together in order to 

promote the common good in worship and outreach. The Parish meets on the last Thursday of every 

month from 7 pm to about 8 pm.  

          Beverly Armentrout                                                    Diana Patella 
 

REPRESENTATIVE TO MOUNTAIN HOSPICE 

         To Be Announced 

CHURCH HISTORIAN 

         Barry Band                                                                      

CHURCH ASSISTANT HISTORIAN 

        Grace Roy 

HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 

         Shelley Hyre 

MISSIONS TEAM 

         Kim Urban    

Parsonage Committee 

     Class of 2019                                                         Class of 2020                                                      Class of 2021 

      Suzi Moore                                                              Bill Jordan                                                           Kit Phillips 

   Jayme Gongola                                                          Bev Jordan                                                          Lydia Jones     

  Dinah Tomblyn                                                           Joe Bennett                                                       Diana Patella 
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                                    CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

                               Monday-Thursday 8:30 AM – 3 PM / Friday 8:30 AM – 12-noon   PH: 304-636-0660    

Pastor: Brian Seders (304-636-0406 Home)   

blseders@gmail.com                                

Office Manager/Treasurer: Rhonda Elmer                                       

rhonda@fumcelkinswv.com     

Director of Church School of Ministries:  Kary Kramer-McAtee 

kary@fumcelkinswv.com 

Financial Secretary:  Danielle Taylor 

danielle@fumcelkinswv.com                                                    

Music Director: Gale Poe                                                         

Pastor Emeritus: Basil Hensley                                    Nursery Worker: Jennifer Wanless   
 

 

mailto:danielle@fumcelkinswv.com

