LIVING FAITH

18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
AUGUST 2, 2020
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY—Matthew 14:13-21
Jesus withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself.
But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns.
When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd;
and he had compassion for them and cured their sick.
When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said,
‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away
so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.’
Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go away; you give them something to eat.’
They replied, ‘We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.’
And he said, ‘Bring them here to me.’
Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven,
and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples,
and the disciples gave them to the crowds.
And all ate and were filled;
and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full.
And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL
In the Gospels for the past three weeks, Jesus has been telling parables about the Kingdom
of God. Today, instead of telling a story, Jesus does something, and his actions tell more
about the Kingdom of God than a story ever could. What does Jesus do? He feeds people—
five thousand men, plus countless women and children. What does this tell us about the
Kingdom? It tells us that the Kingdom of God is a place where people are fed, where there is
enough for all, and more left over. The Kingdom of God is a place where nobody has to go
hungry. It is a place of plenty. And what are the people of the Kingdom like? You and I—the
people of the Kingdom—are called to be people who have an eye for those who are hungry,
or thirsty, or alone, or afraid, or burdened, and make sure that the hungers are fed, the thirsts
are assuaged, the hurts are attended to, the pains healed, fears are eased, and burdens are
shared. The Kingdom of God is fulfilled at the end of time, and it is also being built here and
now, by those of us who try to live as followers of Jesus, making Him present, one action at a
time.

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS
• Do you know any people of the Kingdom of God? Who are they? How do they act?
• When you look at people you know who have made a commitment to follow Jesus,
what things about the way they live their lives attract you?
• How can you be a Kingdom person?
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THE CHURCH TEACHES
THE NEW DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS

PUBLISHED BY THE PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE NEW EVANGELIZATION
JUNE 25, 2020
Archbishop Rino Fisichella is president of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New
Evangelization, which is responsible for the new edition of the directory, a 300-page book intended
as a guide to bishops, priests, religious, and lay Catholics involved in teaching the Catholic faith.
The new directory follows editions published in 1971 and 1997. The new Directory seeks
to highlight the close link between evangelization and catechesis. It underlines that every baptized
person is a missionary called to find new ways of communicating the faith with commitment and
responsibility. In this regard, the new Directory proposes three major principles of action:
Witnessing, Mercy and Dialogue. The new Directory is over 300 pages long, and is made up of 3
parts divided into 12 chapters.
We will explore this document in depth in the next weeks, but for now, here is a brief overview of
the three parts of the document. Each section is comprised of four chapters.
The first part, entitled “Catechesis in the evangelizing mission of the
Church”, treats the formation of catechists. The Directory points out that
in order to be credible witnesses of the faith, catechists have to be
“catechized before being catechists.” This involves working with
gratuitousness, dedication and integrity, according to a missionary
spirituality that is an antidote from “sterile pastoral fatigue”.
Catechists are also called to be vigilant in performing their specific task
“so that absolute protection is guaranteed to every person, particularly
to minors and vulnerable person.”
The second part - “The process of catechesis” - emphasizes the
importance of a “profound and effective communicative model”. It
proposes the use of art through the contemplation of beauty as a means
of connecting with God, and sacred music as a way of instilling the
desire for God in the heart of people.
In this section, the role of the family also comes to the fore. In the family,
those being evangelized can live the faith in a simple and spontaneous
way. It is also in the family that people can receive Christian education
in a humble and compassionate manner, in a style of accompaniment.
The third part, entitled “Catechesis in Particular Churches”, is dedicated
to catechesis in parishes, ecclesiastical movements and other Church
associations. Parishes are highlighted as “examples of community
apostolate” which should provide creative catechesis adapted to
people’s lived experience. Other Church associations are also
recognized as having “a great evangelizing capacity” that adds to the
“Church's richness”. The Directory addresses the opportunities and
challenges posed by digital and social media, and addresses many
other realities of our world in a positive, encouraging and merciful way.

FEASTS THIS WEEK

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF JESUS
AUGUST 6
The Transfiguration of Jesus is an event
reported in the New Testament, in the
Gospels of Matthew 17:1–8, Mark 9:2–
8, Luke 9:28–36, and the Second Epistle of
Peter also refers to it (2 Peter 1:16–18).
In these accounts, Jesus and three of his
apostles, Peter, James and John go to a
mountain (the Mount of Transfiguration) to
pray. On the mountain, Jesus begins to shine
with bright rays of light. Then the
prophets Moses and Elijah appear next to him
and he speaks with them. Jesus is then called
"Son" by a voice in the sky, the voice of God
the Father, as had been heard at the Baptism
of Jesus.
The Transfiguration window in the Basilica of
St. John the Baptist, St. John’s.
Photo by Robert and Lynn Young, 2019.

WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN?

The Transfiguration not reveals the
identity of Jesus as the Son of God, but
the statement "listen to him", identifies
him as the messenger and voice of
God. 2 Peter 1:16–18, echoes the same
message: at the Transfiguration God
assigns to Jesus a special "honour and
glory" and it is the turning point at which
God exalts Jesus above all other
powers in creation, and positions him as
ruler and judge.
The Transfiguration also echoes the
teaching by Jesus (as in Matthew
22:32) that God is not "the God of the
dead, but of the living". Although Moses
had died and Elijah had been taken up
to heaven centuries before (as in 2
Kings 2:11), they now live in the
presence of the Son of God, implying
that the same return to life applies to all
who face death and have faith.
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