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TPWD RESOLUTION
GALVESTON COUNTY

JUDGE MARK HENRY

COMMISSIONER RYAN DENNARD, PCT. #1
COMMISSIONER KEVIN O’BRIEN, PCT. #2
COMMISSIONER STEPHEN HOLMES,PCT. #3
COMMISSIONER KENNETH CLARK, PCT. #4
UNANIMOUSLY PASSED NOVEMBER 1074, 2014

In passage of “Consideration of a Resolution ¢
Cancerning the Hhate of Teaas and Teaas D ks
and W @;émcfmzé/’é/ﬂ @%fwfw@}é and
Netural Rescarces

We are requesting on behalf of The Seafood Industry and Concerned Citizens of
Texas Gulf Coast throughout the Texas coastal counties to please adopt this
Galveston County TPWD Resolution into your County. We are facing a critical
situation. Our livelihood is in jeopardy. Please support the State, TPWD, ALL the
Citizens, Seafood Industry, Commercial and recreational fisheries.

SAY “NO” TO “PRIVATIZING”STATE WATER BOTTOMS IN

TEXAS.

SAY “YES” BY SUPPORTING THE TPWD RESOLUTION KEEPING
“THE STATE WATER BOTTOMS PUBLIC”




On this the 10th day of November, 2014, the Commissicners' Court 6f Galveston County, Texas convened in a ularly scheduled meeting with the following membe
Y regu g &
thereof present:

Mark Henry, County Judge

Ryan Dennard, Commissioner, Precinet No. 1
Kevin O’Brien, Commissioner, Precinct No. 2
Stephen Hol C issi , Precinct No. 3
Kenneth Clark, Commissioner, Precinet No. 4; aad
Dwight Sullivan, County Clerk

when the following proceedings, among others, were had, to-wit:

Wheress, the State of Texas controls all of its waterways, water bottoms and natural resources located on those water bottoms for the puiposes of commercial and
recreational fishing The natural resources controlled by the Staie of Texas inciude but are not limited to oysters, shrimp, and fish of any kind; and

Whereas, the State n{ Texas has anthorized the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to oversce, manage, and conivol the use of the siate's waterways, waier bottoms,
and nairal resources with relafion to any commercial or recreation harvesting and fishing activities. Texas law dictates that individuals are allowed commerciaily, recreationally
and privately to fish the staie's natural resources with the exclusive permission and under the exclusive supervision of the State of Texas through the Texas Parks and Wildiife

Department; and

Whereas, commercial fishermen include oysiermen, shrimpers, and fishermen of any other kind who are properly licensed under the laws of the State of Texas and who
operate nnder the supervision and control of the Texas Parks and Wiidlife Department. Oysterman and entities that are properly licensed to harvest and to do business in the
State of Texas have the right to privaiely lease, manage, control water bottoms properly leased to them by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department und the laws of the State
of Texas; and

Whereas, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has the exclusive right to issue, manage and coniz rol private oyster leases for the use of public water boitoms in the
State of Texas. The State of Texas and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department have sole discretion and'authoriiy to oversee, manage, and conirol public safety upon Texas
waterways; and

Whereas, the State of Texas and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department have sole discretion and authority to oversee, manage, and conirol the Texas water bottoms
and natural resources described herein in relation to commercial or recreational harvesting or fishing of any kind; and

Whereas, Navigational Districts empowered by the State of Texas were created solely for the navigational purposes described in the statutes governing said bodies. The
purposes for which Navigational Districts were created do not pertain in agy way to commercial, recreational or private harvesting and fishing on Texas water botioms that are
legally controlled by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depariment as authorized by the State of Texas; and

Whereas, Navigation Districts do not hold any authority to govern, manage, or conirol the naiural resources of the State of Texas. Navigaticnal Districts do not hold any
authority to convey fo a third party any anthority with respect to commercial, recreational or private harvesting and fishing on Texas water botioms that are legally controlled by the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department as authorized by the State of Texas; and

Whereas, Navigational Districts do not hold any authority to authorize the use of Texas water botioms for the purpose of fishing or harvesting the state's natural resources;
and
Whereas, the current laws of the state of Texas grant the authorities cited herein clearly, concisely, and without room for interpretation to the contrary; and

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved, Commissioners Court of Galveston County agrees that any laws seeking to amend or to alter the existing laws of the State of Texas
as they relaie to the use of waterways, water botioms, or natural resources for commercial, recreational or private harvesting and fishing are hereby rejected in full. Any laws
seeking to amend or to alter the existing laws of the State of Texas for the purposes of negating or diminishing the authority of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to
oversee all commercial, recreational and private harvesting and fishing of the natural resources of the State of Texas are hereby rejected in full.

Upon Motion Duly Made and Seconded, the above Resolution was unanimously passed on this the 10th day of November, 2014.

County of Galveston, Texas
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County.4Galveston

/"~ GALVESTON COUNTY JUDGE

Galveston County Judge, Mark Henry

722 Moody, Suite 200 Galveston, Texas 77550 Phone: (409) 766.2244 Houston: (281) 316.8300 ext.2244
Fax: (409) 765.2915 Mark.Henry@co.galveston.tx.us

Dianna Martinez, Administrative Assistant

(409) 766-2268

Tyler Drummond, Chief of Staff
(281) 316-8745



mailto:Mark.Henry@co.galveston.tx.us
mailto:dianna.martinez@co.galveston.tx.us
mailto:tyler.drummond@co.galveston.tx.us
http://www.galvestoncountytx.gov/CJ/Pages/default.aspx
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i ;ARANSAS COUNTY JUDGE

Aransas County Judge C.H. "Burt” Mills, Jr.

301 N. Live Oak Rockport, Texas 78382 Phone:361-790-0100

BRAZORIA COUNTY

Brazoria County Judge Joe King 111E. Locust Street Ste. 102
Angleton, Texas 77515 281-756-1200 979-849-4655FAX

joek@brazoria-county.com



http://www.aransascountytx.gov/countyjudge/
mailto:joek@brazoria-county.com
http://www.brazoria-county.com/comcourt/ComCourtMemberInfo.asp
http://www.brazoria-county.com/comcourt/ComCourtMemberInfo.asp

CALHOUN COUNTY JUDGE

Calhoun County Judge Michael J. Pfeifer
Michael J. Pfeifer 211 S. Ann St. Ste. 301 Port Lavaca, TX. 77979
361.553.4600 Phone 361.553.4444 Fax

_ s iCAMERON COUNTY JUDGE

Cameron Judge Carlos H. Cascos, CPA 1100 E. Monroe St. Dancy Building, Second Floor
Brownsville, Texas 78520 Phone: (956) 544-0830 Fax: (956) 544-0801 Toll Free: 1-866-544-0830



http://www.calhouncotx.org/cjudge.html
http://www.co.cameron.tx.us/judge/index.htm
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“ JL’E COUNTYIUDGE

Harris County Judge Emmett
11001 Preston, Suite 911, Houston, Texas 77002 Phone: 713-755-4000 Fax: 713-755-8379

Jackson County Texas

Jackson County Judge Dennis Simons
115 W. Main, Room 207 Edna, TX 77957 Phone: 361-782-2352 Fax: 361-782-3730
d.simons@co.jackson.tx.us

KLEBERG COUNTY JUDGE



http://www.judgeemmett.org/
mailto:d.simons@co.jackson.tx.us

County Judge Juan M. Escobar P. 0. Box 752 Kingsville, TX 78364
Phone: (361) 595-8585 Fax: (361) 592-0838

SKENEDY COUNTY JUDGE

County Judge Louis E. "Bud” Turcotte Il 151 N. Mallory Sarita, TX 78385 Phone: 361-294-
5224 Fax: 361-294-5244

MATAGORDA COUNTY JUDGE

County Judge Nate McDonald
1700 7th Street

Room 301

Bay City, Texas 77414-5094

Office (979)244-7605

Fax (979)245-3697

htownsend@co.matagorda.tx.us



mailto:htownsend@co.matagorda.tx.us

NUECES COUNTY JUDGE

County Judge Honorable Loyd Neal
901 Leopard Street,

Room 303

Corpus Christi, TX 78401

Phone: 361-888-0444

Fax: 361-888-0445

g REFUGIO COUNTYJUDGE

County Judge Judge Rene Mascorro 808 Commerce Street, Room 104 Refugio, TX 78377
Phone: 361-526-4434 Fax: 361-526-5100



http://www.co.nueces.tx.us/commissionersCrt/countyJudge/countyJudge.asp

SAN PATRICI COUNTYJUDGE

County Judge Terry A. Slmpson

400 West Sinton Street #109 Sinton, TX 78387
Phone: 361-364-9301 Fax:361-364-6118
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Y VICTORIA COUNTY

County Judge Donald R. Pozzi
101 N. Bridge Room 102 Victoria, TX 77901 (361) 575-4558 Fax: (361)573-7585
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'WILLACY COUNTY JUDGE

County Judge Hon. John F. Gonzales, Jr.
576 W. Main St. Raymondville, Texas 78580 Office (956) 689-3393 Fax (956) 689-4817 (Click here to email the County
Judge)



http://www.txdirectory.com/online/person/?id=16611&amp;office=16611

FOR ALL OTHER TEXAS COUNTY JUDGES
VIEW IMAGE BELOW

TEXAS SECRETARY or STATE

NANDITA BERRY




