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Did you know that our Epiphany season continues until Ash Wednesday on March 1st? In many parts of the
world, Epiphany is a bigger holiday than our Christmas. People engage in gift giving with friends and loved
ones based on the story of the wise men bringing gifts to the baby Jesus rather than on a story of a jolly fat
man in a red suit who comes from the North Pole.
The word “epiphany,” as defined in the dictionary has two meanings. When the word is capitalized it refers
to God being revealed to the world in the person of Jesus. In lower case, the term applies to any display of a
deity. We typically use the word today to describe any insightful or dramatic moment that instills new spiritual insight, vision
or perspective into our lives.
An epiphany is not something to be hidden rather it is something to be shared. God was revealed to the world in Bethlehem
in the form of a newborn baby. The news of the epiphany was shared
with the shepherds in Luke’s Gospel and in Matthew’s Gospel the news
is shared with the magi. These Gentiles wanted to see for themselves
how God chose to come into the world.
I would like to posit that when the wise men set out to find the newborn Jesus that they were embarking on a journey that would become
the model for what we call Stewardship. That’s right, the wise men
Feb 5 8:30 & 10:30 am Morning Prayer
were the first people to share their time, talent and treasure with Jesus.
Breakfast at 9:30 am
These men had heard the stories of how a divine king would be born
Feb 12 8:30 & 10:30 am Holy Eucharist
and they used their scientific skills as astronomers to figure out how
and when this event would happen and once they saw the star they beFeb 19 8:30 and 10:30 am Morning Prayer
lieved that this sign would lead them to the baby. They then committed
Breakfast at 9:30 am
their time to travel long distances to seek the child and along the way
they told their story of this joyous news with King Herod and asked
Feb 26 8:30 & 10:30 am Holy Eucharist
for assistance from him. When they finally found Jesus, they shared
their treasure with him. There it is in a stewardship nutshell: the magi
Tuesday Worship
gave of their time, talent and treasure and talked about their experiences
Feb 14 10:30 am Holy Eucharist,
to find the divine king.
Hope Nursing Center
The story of the wise men coming to visit Jesus and offering him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh is so ingrained in us that we typFeb 28 10:30 am Holy Eucharist
ically take it for granted. But did you ever stop to consider who these
Hope Nursing Center
men were and why they traveled to see this baby king?
To begin with, Matthew is the only gospel writer to describe this
Wednesday Worship
story while the other evangelists do not mention it. Contrary to popular
Feb 1 10:00 am & 6:30 pm Bible Study
perception, Matthew does not speak of three magi nor does he refer to
11:45 am Holy Eucharist
them as kings.
The number three was apparently arrived at several hundred years
Feb 8 10am & 6:30pm Bible Study
later from the number of gifts mentioned. The reality is that anyone of
11:45 am Holy Eucharist
stature such as these wise men would have been traveling with an entire
caravan of servants, staff and supplies. In addition, Matthew does not
Feb 22 10am & 6:30pm Bible Study
name these men. For Matthew, the Magi represent the Gentile Chris11:45 am Holy Eucharist
tians coming to know Jesus. These pagan Magi came to see the King
of the Jews and they are described as model believers.
Mar 1 Ash Wednesday - 10am Bible Study
Continued on p.2
11:30 am Ashes & Holy Eucharist
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These wise men actively searched for deeper insights and signs from the divine, they asked other humans for guidance and
believed that they would find what they were looking for. The “Epiphany” for the wise men was the recognition that the
prophecies of the Messiah had become a reality. They believed that God had come into the world for all people and they
accepted Jesus as the Messiah.
These magi used their skills, talents and resources in the service of God to proclaim this good news. Matthew emphasized
their faith and actions to prove that non-Jewish people could also be followers of Jesus. From Matthew’s perspective, the
magi were authentic spiritual seekers. They discovered a remarkable truth in the stars that led them into a foreign territory.
They did not give up seeking even when things were difficult.
They were compelled to cross national and religious boundaries in order to find Jesus. They had to change their attitudes
and behaviors towards others who were different from them. These wise men sought out the Messiah in places and people
they had not expected. They were open to finding God in others who were not their countrymen. They put aside their nationalism to embrace a family who was racially, culturally, linguistically and religiously different from them. At the end of
their spiritual journey, these magi discovered a truth about themselves and others that led them more deeply to God.
Like the Magi, aren’t we all spiritual seekers? Some of us have been attending Episcopal or other Christian churches all
of our lives and we have found Jesus in these places. Others of us may have started looking for him when we were adults
and our seeking has now brought us to this place. But no matter what our spiritual journey has been, all of us are invited to
follow Jesus.
Those of us who have come to see Jesus’ birth year after year out of habit could also benefit from some honest spiritual
seeking. The reality is that none of us, no matter how we have come to be in church has a corner on the complete truth –
no one is better or above anyone else. So if you have been a churchgoer for decades or if you have just started attending,
we are all on this spiritual journey together. We are all on this universal human quest to meet and see our creator, the author
of our lives the lover of our souls who gives us all meaning.
The story of the magi is a story about spiritual hunger – a hunger that all humans share. We all have our own story to tell
which recounts our path to find God in our lives. There is no one way that we all arrive at the feet of the newborn king. The
reality is that all of us have experienced the prompting of God that initiates our asking our seeking and our finding just like
the magi.
These wise men from Persia are the first Gentiles to seek, recognize and proclaim Jesus as the Messiah. They are also
role models for us of what it means to be good stewards, to share all of
our resources in the service of God. May we continue to follow their
good example of stewardship and open ourselves to see God in others
who are different from us!
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

Bishop’s Visitation & Baptism

Thank you to everyone who attended our Sunday Eucharist on January
8th, to celebrate with our bishop! On this special day we welcomed
Linden Damien King into our church family as he was baptized. We
also enjoyed a delicious meal and listened as our bishop talked with us
about important things going on in our diocese. He emphasized our
new approach to understanding diversity and inclusion. To help us all
move in this direction, Visions, Inc. will be facilitating two diocesan
wide workshops on February 25th and March 25th. Initially, these trainings were only for vestries and clergy, but our bishop has opened these
sessions to anyone in the diocese who would like to attend. So if you
are interested in attending one of these Saturday gatherings, please contact Fr. Steve.

Just a Closer Walk...
The Red Door - February 2017
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The Episcopal Diocese of Michigan commemorates three prominent U.S. clergy from the 18th
& 19th century on Saturday, February 18, 2017 at
11:00 am at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul,
4800 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, Michigan.
The Rev. Absalom Jones was the first AfricanAmerican priest in the Episcopal Church; The
Rev. Richard Allen was the first bishop and
founder of the African Methodist Episcopal Rev. Jehu Jones, Jr.
Church and the Rev. Jehu Jones, Jr. was the first
Rev. Absalom Jones
Rev. Richard Allen
African American pastor ordained in the Lutheran
Church. The preacher at this service will be The Rev. Yolanda Whiten, pastor of St. James African Methodist Episcopal
(A.M.E.) church in Brighton. Please bring non-perishable food items to be donated to CROSSROADS. Hope to see you
there!

.....NEWS BRIEFS..........NEWS BRIEFS..........NEWS BRIEFS.....

Epiphanies Speaker Series

Our diocese is hosting a series of speakers throughout the year to expand our minds and deepen our
faith. CYNTHIA CRYSDALE leads our conference
on Wednesday, February 15, 2017 from 9:00 am –
4:00 pm at St. Paul’s Church in Brighton. She will
be talking about atonement theory, a foundational
component of our Christian faith. This presentation
is entitled, “Jesus Died for our Sins? The Sense and
Non-Sense of the Cross” Cynthia is currently professor of Christian Ethics and Theology at The University of the South, Sewanee, Tennessee, which is
an Episcopal seminary.
You may register on our diocesan website under
Whitaker Institute or follow this link to the site
http://epiphaniesspeakers.wixsite.com/epiphanies

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH invites you to our 2017

Bazaar

Featuring
Arts < Crafts <

Baked Goods < Cottage Foods
Lunch Available!

Holy Land Slide Show Repeat!

On Friday, January 6th we enjoyed a potluck supper
and Fr. Steve shared pictures from his pilgrimage
to the Holy Land. Forty-two people came to see and
discuss this diocesan trip. There was such a positive
response and people who couldn’t make it asked if
there would be another opportunity to participate,
so another showing is scheduled for Sunday,
March 26th after the 10:30 service.

Saturday, April 8, 2017
10 am - 3 pm
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186
For more info call (734) 721-5023
Or email stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
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Presiding Bishop: “I ask President Trump to continue the powerful work of our
refugee resettlement program without interruption”

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has released the following statement.
Mark 12:31: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
Leviticus 19:34: “The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the
alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt.”
Numbers 15:15: One ordinance shall be both for you of the congregation, and also for the stranger that sojourneth with you, an ordinance for ever in your generations: as ye are, so shall the stranger be before the Lord.”
Deuteronomy 10:19: “Love ye therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.”
On Saturday, the Washington National Cathedral hosted the National Prayer Service for the President,
Vice-President, their families, and those who will be taking on the grave responsibility nominated to cabinet
posts. Religious leaders from many traditions joined their voices in prayer and song, and while we shared our most sacred scriptures,
we prayed for wisdom for all those who serve our nation. I affirm those prayers,and ask that our leaders listen to the powerful call to
serve those who are most vulnerable in continuing to welcome refugees from around the world.
As Christians, we are asked to pray: for our leaders, for our loved ones, for our enemies, and for those who are suffering. Our
work does not end with prayer: we also offer assistance to those who are fleeing persecution. We find homes for those who have been
forced out of their homes. We feed those who are hungry. The refugees who enter the United States do so after experiencing violence
and persecution undeserved of any human being, and they come to the U.S. with hopes to build new lives.
Refugee resettlement is a form of ministry, and one that we, and many other churches and faith-based organizations, cherish.
The work of Episcopal Migration Ministries is God’s work, and we show the face of God through the care and compassion in that
work. I ask President Trump to continue the powerful work of our refugee resettlement program without interruption, recognizing the
long wait and screening process that means refugees wait months and sometimes years to enter the country. We ask that we continue
to accept as many refugees as we have in the past, recognizing the need is greater than ever. We ask that refugees from all countries
receive consideration to come to the U.S. and not to ban those who
come from countries most in need of our assistance.
St. John’s Episcopal Church
Our Book of Common Prayer asks for God to “look with com555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186
passion on the whole human family;” to “break down the walls that
Oﬃce: (734) 721-5023
separate us and unite us in bonds of love.” On Saturday, we prayed for
God our Father to look with compassion upon the widowed and orparish oﬃce hours: Mon-Fri. 11 am-3pm
phans, outcasts and refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger. We
www.stjohnswestland.com
pray to love one another as God loves us. I echo that prayer now and
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
ask that we may work together to build a more grace and compassionWe’re on Facebook:
filled world.

FOOD PANTRY OPEN

February 9, 10am-Noon
*Please bring donations in by
Sunday, February 5
(Souper Sunday-bring soup!)

FEBRUARY EVENTS CALENDAR

Sun. Feb 5

Sun. Feb 12

Sundays:
Daughters of the King at noon
Vestry Meeting at noon

Sun. Feb. 26 Outreach meeting at noon

Wednesdays:
Feb. 1, 8, 15, 22 Sr. Exercise Class at 9:00 am

St. John's Episcopal church - Westland Mi
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rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
FrSteve@stjohnswestland.com
charmaine Wells, Parish Secretary
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
Dana hull, Music Director

Bill & Kim Goeman, Sextons

OffICERS
Jim Godbout, SeniorWarden
Ken coyne, Junior Warden
Sande Godbout, Clerk
Erin Downey-tarnowski, Treasurer
2016 VEStRy MEMbERS
neil Barbu, Joan cady, Sue Daniel, cindy Fowler,
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