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HAGUE 20/20 MEETING

On Thursday, August 18, 2016, there was a crowd of about
a hundred participants for the Hague Vision 20/20 Meeting at
the Hague Community Center. Its purpose was to create a plan
that would set the future direction for the Town of Hague.

On Saturday, the ever-popular Fritz's Polka Band entertained Oktoberfest
visitors, many of whom termed the event "the best ever!" More than 900 people
attended this year.

Consultants Jim Martin and Tracey Clothier of the LA
Group of Saratoga Springs presented charts depicting the seven
focal areas the Town of Hague identified in 2001, when the
town’s Comprehensive Plan was created. They went on to indicate the accomplishments in those areas since 2001.
After that, they described how the town has changed over
the past centuries. For instance, Hague was at its largest, population-wise, in 1910 when 1,042 people lived here. The lowest
population was in 1870, 1930 and 2010, when fewer than 700
people lived in Hague. Furthermore, the median age today is
57, which is well above the statewide median age of 39. Donna
Wotton suggested that it would be prudent to consider how we
can attract younger people to Hague as full-time residents. Others chimed in that if we don’t, Hague might become a ghost
town.

Vendors offered a wide variety of choices
for shoppers. Shown here, the Hornbeck
canoe being raffled by the Rotary Club.

The participants then divided into groups, where facilitators led discussions on seven different topics: Community Services, Parks and Recreation, Transportation, Environmental
Quality, Community Appearance, Planning, Land Use and Zoning and Economic Development. Participants in each group
identified what the issues are today and possible solutions for
them. These were recorded on flip charts.

Rick Myers of Hague winds
up for the keg toss. The
men's event was won by
John Ripp of Hulett's Landing. The women's keg toss
was won by Jen Pasquini of
Hague and Florida, NY.
Sandy Rypkema of Hague
won the Miss Oktoberfest
title for the second time.

Everyone then came back together so that the facilitators
could summarize what was said at their tables. Some of the
participants said they would have liked to have been involved in
some of the other groups in addition to the one they chose. So,
it was decided that the flip charts would be on display in the
Community Center so people could add to them, thus having
input in all areas.
(Continued on page 5)

Madison Rypkema and her
son Julian enjoy a visit with
Penelope the Clown.

Val Lawrence and Steve Ramant
take a short break from pouring
beer.
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SENIOR NEWS

HVFD NEWS

There was a great turnout for our annual picnic at
the Firehouse Pavilion on August 23, 2016. We had delicious
dishes made by our many wonderful cooks plus the hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks the club provided.

August was another busy month for the Hague Volunteer
Fire Department (HVFD). Fire had 20 calls and drills, including many rescue boat calls, using 159 volunteer hours. EMS
had 14 calls with 82.5 volunteer hours.

But that wasn't the end of the summer season for us! On
August 26th, we went to play Mini-Golf up at the Ti course. We
had to chase down a few balls, but we did manage to get them
back. When we completed the course, we went over to Emerald’s and had another course, but this time it was a course of
food. It was a day filled with fun, exercise and laughter that
could be heard all over the valley of Lord Howe.

Please remember that it is still very dry, so watch any outside burning carefully.

That's not how we ended the summer either! We went on
the annual Sock Hop Dinner Cruise aboard the Lac du Saint
Sacrement, where we enjoyed fun company and exercise as we
danced the night away. So, THAT’S how the Hague Seniors ended the summer season – with a little Twist, Shake, Rattle and Roll to the good music of days gone by.
Our next event will be our Snow Bird Dinner on September
22nd. We’ll meet at the Community Center at 4 pm and go to
the Adirondack Café in Pottersville, where we can wish each
member who goes south for the winter a safe trip back home
and we can all have a few more good laughs together.
Our next regular meeting will be on September 27th at 1:30
pm. Please bring your new ideas for things to do in 2017.
We’ll have a guest speaker. We look forward to seeing you all
there.

We are continuing to have weekly drills for both Fire and
EMS. These are important to keep us ready for whatever may
come up. This month, in preparation for hunting season, we
will be staging an incident where someone is injured in the
woods.
Mara Haskell and I are taking the Advanced Emergency
Medical Technician (AEMT) course, which, when completed,
will allow us to provide advanced life support. This course is a
combination of class time and field time and will take a year to
complete.
The steak roast was a big success with great weather and
awesome food. As always, the raffles were a big part of the
day.
We will be selling raffle tickets at the Oktoberfest for a
beautiful quilt that was donated by Maletta Hourigan. Tickets
are $2 each or three for $5.
by Meg Haskell

MEALS ON WHEELS NEEDS HELP

The Adirondack 102 Club Dinner will be on October 6th in
Wilmington, NY, at 6 pm at the Cloudspin Lodge at the Whiteface Mountain Ski Center. Tickets are $25. Contact Carol Barnwell or me if you are interested in going.
Game Night will be on October 12th at 6 pm. The location
will be announced at our September meeting. October 21st is
when we start bowling again. We start at noon at Adk Lanes in
Ti. You pay to bowl and the club buys pizza and soda for everyone, so come on out and get some fall exercise. If you can't
bowl, come out and watch for a few good laughs.
The October 25th meeting starts at noon and is our Halloween Party. The theme is 50's and 60's, so, wear a costume, come
on out, join the fun and win a prize for 1st, 2nd or 3rd place.
As you can see, we’re an active group and we have lots of
fun! Come join us sometime!
by Pat Hintze

The Hague Meals on Wheels program is in need of additional drivers either on a regular once-a-week basis or as a substitute for regular drivers when they are unavailable. On a given day, the commitment requires about 1 1/2 to 2 hours. If you
can help, please contact David Cornell (543-6081) or Bertha
Dunsmore at the Community Center (543-6161).

THE HAGUE CHRONICLE is mailed out by volunteers on the Wednesday after the third Tuesday of each month. The
news deadline is the previous Wednesday. Please send news or address corrections to the Publisher, Judy Stock, at
<HagueChronicle@nycap.rr.com>.
The Hague Chronicle is supported by its readers and you may send your yearly (check your label for due date) tax
deductible contribution, made out to The Hague Chronicle, to:
THE HAGUE CHRONICLE
PO Box 748
Hague, NY 12836-0748
Publisher: Judy Stock (518-543-6517)
Editor: Bobbi Bryant Taylor
Editorial Staff: Ginger Kuenzel, Pat McDonough

Layout Editor: Jim Henderson
Treasurer: Bob Whitaker
Database Manager: Jan Whitaker
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A SPECIAL BIRTHDAY
Though she is presently
the oldest year-round resident in the Town of Hague,
you would never know it
from reading her social calendar. Dolly Kennedy is a
busy lady! She was born on
the Barnett family homestead
on Split Rock Road in 1918
and this month she celebrated her 98th birthday!
There was an influenza
outbreak in New York City in
1918 and out of caution for her expected baby, Dolly’s mother, Mabel Barnett Smith, opted to deliver the baby at her parents’ home in Hague. They stayed on in Hague for the first
four months of Dolly’s life and she has been here every summer since. Though she used to winter in Florida, she now resides full-time at her home on Pine Cove Road in Hague.

MADE IN HAGUE
Carolyn Corbo
If you’re searching for a pretty hand-painted silk scarf, a
good place to look is at Made in Hague.
Carolyn Corbo, a resident of Forest Bay and a retired Staten Island art teacher, has created a lovely line of scarves that
come in three sizes (36” square, 11” x 72” and 8” x 54”). Her
scarves are all created on 100% habatai silk and crepe de chine
using French dyes and a time-consuming process that includes
stretching the fabric, painting with the dyes, dispersing the dyes
with salts, drying, steaming for three hours, washing with special detergents and pressing. Each scarf is unique! Carolyn tells
us, “I am fascinated by the interaction of dyes, the emergence
of vivid colors, and images that are ever-changing as the dyes
merge into the silk. I love experimenting with gutta (resists)
and salts, which disperse the dyes into tiny explosions of color
and pattern. For the fall, I made scarves in oranges, purples and
greens, inspired by the beautiful autumn colors of the Adirondacks.”

Dolly, her parents and her Aunt
Louise en route to Hague on the
steamboat circa 1919.

Dolly has fond memories of her summers growing up in
Hague. She recalls teasing a bull with her red scarf when the
family went up Battle Hill way to pick blueberries. She’d been
told to stay in the car and read her book – but not Dolly!
Though the bull got angry, she was lucky he didn’t decide to
charge the fence!
In the early 1970s, Dolly and her husband Jack Kennedy
built their house on property she owned in Pine Cove. In 1976
after Jack retired, they became year-round residents of Hague.
Both of them became active members of the community: he,
as treasurer of Kiwanis and serving on the board of The
Hague Chronicle (as a member of the Chronicle Committee,
the treasurer and a collator, stapler and stamper) and she, as a
member of the Garden Club and a literary group, among other
clubs. The Kennedys even housed four of the Olympic torchbearers when they passed through Hague for the 1980 Olympics.
Dolly’s passion, though, has always been bridge, which
she learned to play as a young woman. When asked if Jack
played too, she responded, “He hated bridge!” To this day, she
plays bridge weekly.
Dolly was widowed for the second time when Jack died
in 1990, but she is fortunate to have her daughter and son-inlaw, Pam and Myles Peterson, living in Hague. Their two
sons, Myles and Wyatt, have been devoted grandsons and the
family now includes Noah and Analese, Dolly’s great grandchildren. Dolly is also beloved by her step-grandchildren, who
regularly visit her here in Hague. The big excitement for all of
them is the approaching wedding of Wyatt Peterson next September.
A very Happy 98th Birthday to you, Dolly Kennedy!
by Pat McDonough

Her three sons were introduced to Lake George 22 years
ago when their dad organized boys’ camping trips on Agnes
Island. Carolyn and her husband Pat have been Hague summer
residents for 11 years. As Carolyn says, when she and Pat are
here, she loves “to stay on the lake and enjoy it.” This year,
their six-year-old granddaughter Kaitlyn spent two weeks at the
Yacht Club camp. These days, the family enjoys swimming,
fishing, kayaking and sailing.
She was so pleased when Made in Hague opened and was
seeking artisans to sell goods in the shop. It was the perfect
opportunity for her to combine her multiple artistic talents with
meeting new people and becoming a part of the community.
Carolyn has added some lovely papier maché jewelry to
her product line this year. These pieces are as charming as Carolyn herself and are one more good reason to stop in at the
Made in Hague shop.
by Pat McDonough
09/16
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TOWN BOARD MEETING – 9/13/2016
Deputy Supervisor Steve Ramant and Board Members Ginger Kuenzel and Michael Cherubini were present. Edna Frasier
and Marty Fitzgerald were absent.

Councilwoman Kuenzel asked for clarification for the
board about the solar company contract. Supervisor Frasier
wrote to the company stating that Hague wishes to cancel the
contract. Kuenzel would like written confirmation from the
solar company that the contract has been cancelled.

A moment of silence was held for Eugene Barnaby, Alfred
Deana and Ida May.

PLANNING BOARD - 9/8/16

Michelle Denno presented the board with signatures on a
petition from residents of Split Rock Road requesting a speed
limit of 35 mph on their road. She explained that there are no
signs on the road and therefore the state speed limit of 55 mph
is legal, which is way over any safe speed on such a steep winding road. The board members agreed that a limit of 35 mph was
reasonable and necessary and will turn in the signatures to the
Department of Transportation (DOT).

Deputy Chairperson Pam Peterson and Board Members
Dan Belden, Martin Fitzgerald, Bob Whitaker, Judy Gourley
and Janet Hanna were present. Chairman Dick Frasier was absent.

ZEO Cathy Clark reported on the August 18th 20-20 Vision Public Forum. Board members now have copies of the
summary report from the LA Group. Clark requested that a follow- up meeting be held on September 29, 2016 at 6:30 pm.
The board agreed to that date, recognizing that there are other
activities that evening, but wanting to have the meeting while
some of the seasonal residents are still here. At the meeting,
groups of residents will work on various sections of Chapter
Four of the Comprehensive Plan based on the conversations
held at the August meeting. Councilwoman Kuenzel noted she
would put the LA summary report on the town website and help
communicate to those who had attended. Others who are interested in getting the information can get in touch with ZEO
Clark.
Reports from some of the committees:
Highway – A rain garden has been installed at the town
shed to catch rain overflow. Four Hague representatives will be
attending the Fund for Lake George Salt Summit on October
24th. The summit is held to work with town crews to help reduce road salt. It was noted that the public can still get sand at
the town shed, but the salt shed is locked.
Personnel– Bill Gourley is now working as the town’s parttime maintenance person.
Recreation & Promotion & Youth – Councilman Ramant
said the cable installations in Hague are moving forward.
Sewer Districts #1 & # 2 - The board received the monthly
sewer report. Councilwoman Kuenzel noted that the town is
pleased with the wastewater treatment staff and receives lots of
positive feedback from homeowners who have interacted with
the staff.
Town Park & Beautification – A report was given on a Labor Day weekend incident where the boat launch had to be
closed from one afternoon until the next morning due to a minor oil slick. Environmental Services came to clean it up and
the state paid for the clean-up. The bathrooms will be open until
Columbus Day. The launch will be closed on September 17th
for Oktoberfest.
Two budget resolutions were approved. One related to the
$400 received from the Kiwanis, which will be used to replace
a bench on the Hague Brook hiking trail, which was stolen. The
other related to the $42,768 of insurance money for a town
truck wrecked in an accident last winter. Apparently the insurance adjustor missed needed work, which was pointed out by
Dick Frasier of Lakeshore Garage. Councilman Ramant
thanked him for his help.

JORDON MARINE (25.4-1-32 & 33) 25 Sunset Hill Rd. (OCI)
The applicant received Site Plan approval for a dry dock
marine for the storage of 25 boats and trailers on June 5, 2014.
He is now asking for a modification to store 25 additional boats
and trailers on his residential lot 25.4-1-33. Zoning issue: 16027 C (2) (e). A site visit was set and a public hearing will be
held at the next board meeting.
LOON LAKE MARINA (25.4-1-37.1 Decker Hill Rd. (OCI)
The applicant received Site Plan approval for a dry dock
marine for the storage of 70 boats and trailers on March 5,
2015. He is now asking for a modification to store 74 additional
boats and trailers and to construct a 50’ x 100’ boat storage
building. Zoning issue: 160-27 C (2) (e).
Scott Olsen from Dockside Landing was present and announced he is taking over the storage business from Eric Robinson over a four-year period and the boats will be stored in the
Loon Lake Marina facility on Decker Hill, where he is a partner. The board will hold a public hearing at the October meeting.

ADVICE FROM THE ADIRONDACK COUNCIL
The Adirondack Council recently released its “State of the
Park 2016” booklet, which highlights the plans for Adirondack Wilderness in the Boreas Ponds tract of
land on the southern flank of the
High Peaks. The publication also
reports on many other council and
government initiatives for defending wilderness and wildlife and for
fostering vibrant communities.
One section of particular interest to those in Hague because of
our mines and resident bats was
titled “Going to Bat for Bats.” It states that the Acting DEC
Commissioner urged “outdoor adventurers to suspend exploration of cave and mine sites that serve as homes for bat hibernations” due to the loss of “more than 90 percent of bats at most
hibernation sites in New York.” We need to remember that in
order to have our bat population recover, they must be left undisturbed.
For more information on the Adirondack Council see
<http://www.adirondackcouncil.org>.

ADIRONDACK HARVEST PLEIN AIR FESTIVAL
The 3rd Annual Adirondack Harvest Plein Air Festival’s
reception and art sale will be held at the Ti Arts Gallery on Sunday, September 25, 2016, 11 am -1 pm.
09/16
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The following summarizes the variety of open-ended issues
raised and suggestions made:
 Community Services - Inspire the next generation, get a
constable or sheriff, improve medical and social services
(possibly for seniors), provide a map of where cell service
is good, build awareness through The Hague Chronicle and
other avenues, offer garbage pick-up paid for by the town,
expand the sidewalks, clear alongside the roads, expand
sewers and clear storm drains.

 Parks and Recreation - Provide for boat trailer parking,
create bike and walking paths, widen the roads, build a
pavilion with grills (perhaps on the “Darrin property”),
expand public docking space, provide for kayak and canoe
rentals, create hiking, biking, and cross-country trail maps,
extend the hours at the boat launch, find more space for the
museum (perhaps in a separate building), reduce the number of signs and develop the Graphite Mountain Mines as a
tourist attraction.
 Transportation - Get the boat trailers off 9N (perhaps to the
Community Center parking lot), put cross-walks at
Dockside Marina and improve signage, get consistent
speed limits from Hague to Ti, add another flashing speed
limit sign, resurface Tongue Mountain, put a 30 mph sign
north of where Rt. 8 intersects Rt. 9N and re-engineer the
curve near the Island Harbor.

ation of variances, educate all on the state of the lake, promote tourism, determine how much land is buildable, provide workshops for training planning board and zoning
board of appeals members and educate people through programs like the Floating Classroom and Low Impact Development.

 Economic Development – Hague needs its own personality,
don’t want to be like Bolton Landing, challenges of a short
season, need to attract younger people, businesses are converting to residential properties, need more revenue in
town, want a convenience store year-round, consider buildings that offer apartments above businesses in the hamlet,
consider incentives to attract business – such as tax advantages, need for support from the town for the businesses, utilities such as power, cable, internet and Wi-Fi are
unreliable, need capital/gap financing so new businesses
can get started, expand connections between snowmobile
trails, improve the appearance of the entrances into the
town, attract more tourists who might convert to becoming
full-time residents, check with similar communities nationwide who have succeeded, wider shoulders on roads, create
and identify more off-road trails for bikes, snowmobiles, X
-country skiing and hiking, have an Economic Development committee at the town level that would meet regularly
and put a strategic plan in place for seeking grants.
The LA Group provided a report on this Hague 20/20 Vision forum to the board members at their September meeting. The board agreed to have a follow-up meeting with group
discussions on Thursday, September 29, 2016 at 6:30 pm. For
additional information, go to the homepage of the Town of
Hague website, <www.townofhague.org> and see the article
under “Latest News”.
Article photos courtesy of Cathy Clark

TICONDEROGA FESTIVAL GUILD

 Environmental Quality - Control invasives, minimize road
salt, control run-off, encourage buffer zones for shoreline
protection, encourage use of permeable surfaces, make low
cost native plants available, inspect septic systems to see if
they are overloaded, study the over-renting of homes with
septic systems, enforce the law that states that every residence that is located in one of the sewer districts must be
hooked up, encourage upland protection and install catch
basins.

The Ticonderoga Festival Guild Players have scheduled
their fall dinner theater productions for September 27, 28, 29
and October 4 and 5, 2016. The shows will be at Emerald's,
Route 9N, Ticonderoga. Each evening will begin at 5 pm with a
full-course dinner including an appetizer, salad, entrée and dessert. A cash bar will be available.
The play is "100 Lunches, A Gourmet Comedy" by Jack
Sharkey and Leo W. Sears. The director will be Jill Cunningham.

 Community Appearance - Fewer signs, control ridgeline
appearance and get the boat trailers off 9N.

Synopsis of the play: Successful mystery playwright
Chuck Reynolds has his plays lauded by all critics except Charity Starr. When she shows up at his home and has the unmitigated gall to ask his expert help in writing a play of her own,
Chuck fiendishly insists that their teacher/pupil sessions be
held over lunch – with Charity footing the bill.

 Planning, Land Use and Zoning - Too many agencies to
deal with such as APA, town, county, etc., who review applications to reduce impact on the lake, more careful evalu-

Tickets are $30 and are available at Libby's Bakery Cafe'
and Ticonderoga Natural Foods Co-op. For reservations, call
585-3203.
09/16
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WATER QUALITY MATTERS

CHORALE REHEARSALS

“Dedicated to Protecting the Water Quality of Lake George”

The Champlain Valley Chorale is holding weekly rehearsals Tuesday evenings at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall of the First
United Methodist Church, 1045 Wicker Street, Ticonderoga.
Rehearsals will continue until the December concert presentations.

Fecal coliform. It’s a dirty topic. If you read the Post-Star
reports from late August, you may be aware of the issues they
are having in Lake George Village. Million Dollar Beach was
closed on several occasions due to high fecal coliform counts.
That phrase can light up the imagination. Who’s fecal? What’s a
coliform? What exactly are they counting? It’s like Million Dollar Beach was demoted to the poorhouse!
This is drinking water we are talking about. Having fecal
(animal feces) in the same sentence as drinking water is pretty
disgusting. But let’s explain what is happening. Fecal coliform
(derived from Latin, meaning from the colon) is a key water
quality test that is an indirect indicator of possible human waste
contamination that may contain pathogenic (illness causing)
organisms. However, the test result will also indicate contamination from any warm-blooded animal – such as dogs, cats,
chipmunks, rabbits, ducks or geese. The test method uses a
sample of water from a representative location and filters it
through a fine membrane filter paper. The paper is then placed
on a nutrient-rich growth medium that encourages fecal coliform growth and discourages other organisms. Any bacteria
present will multiply and form a visible colony over a short
incubation period. The colonies are then counted. The test is
cheap, quick and easy; but again, it’s only an indirect indicator
of a human waste problem.
The upper limit for fecal coliform, as set by the State Board
of Health, is 1,000 colonies in a 100-milliliter (a little over three
ounce) water sample. The sample from Million Dollar Beach on
August 23rd was 4,180 – or over four times the allowable risk
level. The beach was closed as a precaution.
In Hague, the New York State Department of Health has
given the town beach a good report and there are no issues.
Lake water testing is not required for the swimming area and
they perform it at their discretion. Homeowners who draw
drinking water from the lake should have their water tested on
an annual basis. Those people using septic systems close to the
lake should be extra vigilant. Samples can be taken to the Darrin Fresh Water Institute in Bolton for analysis. Sterile sample
containers and instructions can be found outside their office
door. Completed samples can be dropped off Monday through
Wednesday and billing will follow. The cost is $15 per sample
for a total coliform count.
Do you have neighbors with a busy rental property on a
septic system and are you using the lake for drinking water?
Makes you think!
For more information about the work of the Hague Water
Quality Awareness Committee, visit us on Facebook at<https://
www.facebook.com/groups/182043721953952> or contact one
of our Steering Committee members: Al Rider, Steve Ramant,
Ginger Kuenzel, Jim Beaty, Lance Clark or Mike Strutz.
by Mike Strutz

MASON/STAR PUBLIC DINNER
A public roast beef dinner, sponsored jointly by the
members of Mount Defiance Lodge No. 794, F. &
A.M. and Fort Ticonderoga Chapter No. 263, Order of the Eastern Star, will be served Friday, September 30, 2016, from 4:306 pm in the downstairs dining hall of the Ticonderoga Masonic
Temple, 10 Montcalm Street, Ticonderoga. Take-outs will be
available. Tickets are $10 for adults and $6 for children 12
years old and under and will be sold at the door.

New singers in all sections are welcome. For further information, contact Bob Elling at 585-2173.

DINNER AND A MOVIE
Everyone in the community is invited to enjoy dinner and a
movie at the Silver Bay Dining Hall on October 14, 2016. The
buffet dinner is at 6 pm, followed by the movie “Meet the Patels.” Suggested donation $10. RSVP: smcnulty@silverbay.org
or 543-8833, ext. 215.
Synopsis of the movie: Caught between his American
dreams and Indian culture’s complex social imperatives, 29year-old Ravi Patel—fresh on the heels of a break-up—initiates
a global search for a woman whom he and his family both
deem acceptable. PG, 88 minutes.

SEMINAR ON THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
Fort Ticonderoga will host its 13th annual seminar on the
American Revolution September 23-25, 2016. This weekend
seminar will focus on the military, political and social history
of the American Revolution.
“Leading authorities and new scholars on the period will
share their latest research in a series of presentations,” said
Rich Strum, Fort Ticonderoga Director of Education. “The
seminar provides participants with an opportunity to listen to
and interact with the presenters in an informal, relaxed atmosphere.”
Fort Ti’s seminar has become a noted national venue for
presenters, highlighting a variety of topics on the American
Revolution and its impact that reverberated across the world.
The seminar takes place in the Mars Education Center and
is open to the public. Registration is $155 per person or $135
for Fort Ti members. Registration forms can be downloaded
from the fort’s website at <www.fort-ticonderoga.org> under
the “Education” tab by selecting “Workshops and Seminars” on
the drop-down menu. A printed copy is also available by calling 585-2821.

ONGOING EVENTS
1st Monday: Fire Department (7 pm)
2nd Monday: Senior Bus to Glens Falls (8:30 am)
Every Tuesday: Champlain Chorale (7 pm)
3rd Tuesday: Fish & Game Club (7 pm)
1st and 3rd Wednesdays: Ti’Coustics (7 pm)
4th Wednesday: Extra Helpings Distribution (noon)
3rd Thursday: Carillon Garden Club (10 am)
Every Tuesday: Rotary Club (7:30 am)
Every Thursday: Kiwanis (12 pm)
1st Friday: Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am)

09/16
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Regattas in Hague
Summer is nearly over and so, too, is your chance to see
the blockbuster exhibit entitled “Regattas in Hague” which will
come to an end later this fall in the Hague Historical Museum at
the Community Center. Here is some information to tempt you
to visit the exhibit (open weekdays from 8 am to 4 pm).
In the 1880s, the Hague Rowing Club was formed to sponsor rowing, canoeing and swimming races on Lake George in
Hague, NY. The earliest program in our exhibit is from 1898
and lists among the regatta committee such luminaries as Col.
W. D. Mann, Albert Lowther, Benjamin Day, J.B. Henry, H.W.
Watrous, J.B. Simpson and S.H. Paine. The events included a
gentlemen’s singles race of three-quarters of a mile, a ladies’
doubles race of one-half of a mile, a boys’ doubles race of onequarter of a mile, a gentlemen’s doubles race of three-quarters
of a mile, a boys’ doubles race of one-half of a mile and a ladies’ and gentlemen’s doubles race of three-quarters of a mile.
The final race was a men’s free-for-all race of one mile, with a
prize of $20. The highlight was a three-mile launch race, which
was open to all launches propelled by any power other than
steam.
The Hague Rowing Club changed its name to the Lake
George Regatta Association (LGRA) in 1901 and declared the
following charter: “The association is in no sense a local affair
confined to any one place, but is intended, as its name implies,
to represent all interests on the shores of Lake George. The selection of the Hague course was made on account of the natural
advantages Hague Bay offers for holding a regatta; the measured distance is laid out during the winter on the ice, and the
long stretch of shore from which the races can be seen makes it
the ideal place for a regatta.”
Later LGRA events included powerboat races. The 1910
program lists the following races: gentlemen’s singles, canoe
paddling doubles, ladies’ and gentlemen’s doubles, a launchette
race, an automobile powerboat race of ten miles, a launch race
of four miles and a four-oared barge race. In 1916, a dive/swim/
paddle race and motorboat races divided by horsepower were
added. The last program in the exhibit is from 1928. By then,
the event had expanded to 14 races; the morning was all about
swimming, diving and paddling, with local camps (Camps Sagamore, Ticonderoga, Chippewa, Wah-pe-ton and Carillion, as
well as the Lake George Camp and Brant Lake Camp) well
represented. The afternoon was reserved for the boat races. El
Lagarto was a contestant in The Hague Handicap race.
The LGRA medals were struck by Tiffany and Co. and are
some of the most elusive works of Victor D. Brenner, creator of
the Lincoln cent coin. They are in the
shape of an Indian arrowhead with a
small beaver at the top and an Indian
and a Jesuit missionary in profile in the
body of the medal. The exhibit features
a bronze medal, as well as several ribbons and pins. You can also see two
gorgeous trophies: The Island HarborTrout House Cup and a smaller trophy
from 1919 for Edward M. Speer, owner
of Miss Englewood.

Also on exhibit are paper items such as posters, tickets and
more that were originally meant to be discarded after use, but
have since become collectibles. Historians call these items
“ephemera.” Hague’s collection includes the LGRA minutes
from 1906 through
1919, as well as copious
correspondence
and
bills. Any fan of old
logos and typefaces will
want to see the bills
from the Lake George
Mirror and the Island
Harbor House as well as
Tiffany and Co. and the
Gorham Co. of New
York City. Race fans will enjoy the handwritten time cards
from the 1908 and 1912 LGRA races.
The LGRA sponsored the 1914 Gold Cup race and there is
plenty of material on that famous race, including a framed time
card and a map of the course. There is also amusing correspondence from the LGRA to the winning driver, Count Casmir
S. Mankowski, a handsome daredevil and colorful character,
requesting that he pay for some or all of the engraving on his
cup, as the association was “somewhat short, as you know.”
by Mary Behr

ALEXANDER HAMILTON EXHIBIT
A new exhibition is at Fort Ticonderoga, displaying rare
objects associated with Alexander Hamilton, one of our popular
founding fathers and best-known Secretary of the U.S. Treasury. The collection contains a number of pieces owned by Hamilton from his remarkable career as a young soldier in the
American Revolution through his brief tenure as the highestranking officer in the U.S. Army.

Featured items in the exhibit include a sword (1790-1800)
that proudly displays Hamilton’s name, a mahogany writing
box (1800-1810) with an engraved plate that reads “Alexander
Hamilton, Yorktown, October 19, 1781” as well as an epaulet
(1775-1783) made of silver, wool, linen and silk.
“As brilliant, ambitious, opinionated and impetuous as he
was, Hamilton’s legacy and achievements are surrounded by
what-ifs. His premature death at the hands of Aaron Burr in an
1804 duel has left historians wondering what could have been –
for over 200 years,” said Matthew Keagle, curator at Fort Ticonderoga.
The exhibit will be on display through October 30, 2016.
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~SOUNDINGS~
We received no submissions for this month’s Soundings.
The Hague Chronicle is happy to publish the important happenings in the
lives of our readers. Please send announcements of births, marriages,
graduations, awards, or deaths to <taylorbobbilynn@gmail.com> and
we’ll publish them as space permits. Thank you.

HERITAGE, HARVEST, & HORSE FESTIVAL

HISTORICAL MARKER MISSING
The Ticonderoga Historical Society needs your help!
An "unauthorized removal" of the pictured historical marker has taken place. This marker
was located near the entrance
to the Ticonderoga Golf Club
on Rte. 9N. It is heavy cast
metal painted blue and yellow,
with a Ticonderoga Historical
Society identifier. The subject
was Roger's Rangers’ January
1757 battle against the French
and Indians.
These markers are costly; their loss denies residents and
visitors the opportunity to learn more about an important part of
our local history.
All assistance provided will be very much appreciated. If
you know of its whereabouts or have any information regarding
this marker, please contact the Ticonderoga Historical Society
at 585-7868 or the Ticonderoga Police Department at 585-3456.
The marker can be returned with no questions asked or you may
leave information regarding where it is anonymously.

Fort Ticonderoga will hold a festival to celebrate the
sights, sounds and tastes of fall on Saturday, October 1,
2016. There will be lots of family fun including demonstrations
of equestrian sports, horse-drawn wagon rides, heritage games,
the six-acre corn maze, a guided tour of the historic garden,
friendly goats and chickens and centuries of stories from the
water on a Carillon boat cruise. For the adults, there will be
Adirondack beer and wines and a lively and colorful harvest
market. It’s a chance to enjoy the fall splendor of Fort Ticonderoga’s historical museum site located on Lake Champlain and
nestled between the Adirondack and Green Mountains.
Admission to the Heritage, Harvest & Horse Festival is
included with a Fort Ticonderoga general admission ticket. The
fort is open from 9:30 am until 5 pm daily. For a complete event
schedule, please visit <http://www.fortticonderoga.org/events/
fort-events/heritage-harvest-horse-festival/detail>.

FORT TI BULLETIN NOW AVAILABLE
Fort Ticonderoga is delighted to announce the arrival of
the newest issue of The Bulletin
of the Fort Ticonderoga Museum.
Museum Founder Stephen
H.P. Pell launched The Bulletin
in 1927 and through much of
the 20th century, it was a go-to
source from scholars of the
French & Indian War and the
American Revolution.
After a 15-year hiatus, The
Bulletin returns with an issue
focused on "1777: The American Revolution on the Northern
Frontier.”
Copies of The Bulletin can be purchased at the Fort Ticonderoga
Museum
Store
or
by
going
to:
<www.fortticonderoga.org/store/products/books/the-2016bulletin-of-the-fort-ticonderoga-museum>.

The Ti Historical Society suggests you share their Facebook posting about this with your friends.

OPEN WATER SWIM A SUCCESS
The Lake George Open Water Swim was held in Hague on
August 27, 2016 and the participants were delighted. The
weather was perfect – in the low 80s – the skies were fair and
the water was in the mid-70s. The swimmers’ responses to the
survey that was sent out after the event were overwhelmingly
positive. Here’s a sampling:
“The natural beauty of Lake George, super clean water and
all the wonderful people I met.”
“The lake, wonderful clear, clean and calm. A real pleasure
to swim there. Thank you for perfect conditions this year. A
close second is the friendliness of the race crew. From the
check through to the finish, the volunteers were cheerful, kind
and helpful.”
“The course is fun and well marked. The water is remarkably clean. The event is well organized. Hague is beautiful.”
“The water was perfect – temperature and clarity.”
“Great location, pristine water, fun atmosphere.”
“This was my first open water swim experience and I
couldn't have asked for a better experience! Everyone was so
supportive and motivating. The event was so well organized. I
really had a blast and am still smiling!”
Chris Bow, the event organizer, was also very pleased with
Hague as the venue. He wrote, “We had 55 respondents (to the
survey) from our 206 participants, and the results confirm
(what we felt) was our best year yet. The venue (Hague) is the
highest-rated part of the survey – swimmers and their companions absolutely love it. We were pleased to see that the organization, overall experience and volunteers were the highest
we've seen since we started. We know that many participants
stayed several nights in Hague, rented boats from Dockside
Landing, ate at the Firehouse Restaurant and visited the Hague
Market.”
09/16
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HARD TO GET HERE – HARDER TO LEAVE
EDITOR’S NOTE: A similar version of this article appeared in The Hague Chronicle several years ago, but we feel
the sentiments expressed bear repeating.
What a difference a day can make! I’m talking about Labor
Day. The day when Hague suddenly becomes exceedingly quiet. Throughout the past summer, the town was bustling! The
park was full nearly every day and the parking lots on Route 8
were packed in the evenings as people flocked to The Firehouse. The Hague Market and Juniper on 2 were very popular
with customers. But on Monday afternoon of Labor Day weekend, everything was suddenly still. Nary a boat on the lake and
very few cars on the street.
But I digress. This article is dedicated to those of you who
have returned home to ‘real life’ now that summer has ended
and school has started. There may be some among you who
wonder what attraction there could possibly be to living in
Hague in any season other than summer. “Why on earth would
you live here year round?” is the question I often hear from
friends and guests who pack up each Labor Day. Those desolate
days of winter, when snowfalls are measured in feet and temperatures can sometimes hover around zero for days at a time –
“You actually like that?” they ask in amazement.
I smile and nod, tell them that I’ll make it through the winter somehow and that I’ll see them next summer. I wave as they
drive out of town. And then I get ready for the quiet times.
Don’t get me wrong – I love the lazy crazy days of summer as
much as anyone. And I love my summer friends, my guests and
the tourists who help Hague to be a thriving community. But I
also love it when the town calms down, the nights get cool
enough for a fire in the woodstove and I realize that I’m not
going to have any overnight company for a long time.
For anyone who thinks Hague might be completely boring
between Labor Day and Memorial Day, think again. It’s usually
easy to find at least a couple of people who are up for hiking,
snowshoeing or cross-country skiing, depending on the weather.
And if it’s nasty outside, there are always board games or the
chance to catch up on all those books you’ve been meaning to
read. For those who like organized activities, there are numerous organizations to join: Rotary, Kiwanis, Seniors Club or Garden Club to name a few. Or history buffs can get involved with
the Hague Historical Society. And then there’s always the
monthly gathering at the Community Center of the great team
of people who fold, staple, label, stamp and tape all these issues
of The Hague Chronicle!
But perhaps best of all is just having the time to spend with
friends – who also have lots of free time now that summer is
over. Occasionally, some of us like to focus on perfecting the
fine art of drinking wine, not to be confused with the art of
drinking fine wine. At one such meeting of the minds last winter, we got to talking about how dreadful March is here in
Hague. It’s when mud season sets in and just getting out of your
driveway can require an all-terrain vehicle, chains, cranes and
lifts. The snow is gone – or too mushy to be enjoyable – and
everyone is anxious for winter to be over. We started thinking
that we should go somewhere to escape. Somewhere like a Caribbean island, someone said. It’s always good to have dreams of
life-changing events – like winning the lottery, writing a bestselling novel or getting Jimmy Buffet to come visit. These all
seemed to fit into the concept of nice to think about, but probably not gonna happen. Jimmy Buffet coming to the North Country in March? Seriously? Well, we didn’t make it to the Caribbean, Jimmy didn’t stop by and – unless someone has a well-

guarded secret – none of us won the lottery. But I feel extraordinarily lucky to live in Hague, spring, summer, winter and fall.
Perhaps it’s true that wealth is completely in the eyes of the
beholder. And for me, Hague might have mined graphite in days
gone by but today it is a gold mine. Who could dispute the motto: Hague, hard to get there – harder to leave!
by Ginger Kuenzel

NATURALLY SPEAKING
EDITOR’S NOTE: Because living in Hague means enjoying and loving the great outdoors, beginning in this issue, The
Hague Chronicle will feature a column called “Naturally
Speaking”. There will be information and tales about the wonders of Mother Nature including animals, birds, fish, trees,
plants, flowers, and more. We hope you enjoy these columns
and welcome your feedback. This month, the topic is “Crows”.
We have probably all used the phrase “as the crow flies”
when discussing going from place to place. Traveling in a
straight line from point A to point B is usually not possible for
humans. If it were, the trip from Hague to Albany would be a
snap!
It is believed that this phrase originated as a nautical term
since sailors sighted in straight lines from the crow’s nest of the
ship. Therefore, they stated distances “as the crow flies.” T. G.
Smollett used the expression for the first time in print in 1758.
As most of us have seen, black crows are in abundance
here in the North Country. They are usually seen in large
groups and “caw” loudly as they fly. When a crow spreads its
tail, it opens like a fan.
American crows have many cousins worldwide and are
often confused with ravens. They are both large black birds,
but ravens are usually larger and often travel in pairs. Unlike
crows, they seldom vocalize in flight. Ravens have longer middle feathers, so their tails appear wedge-shaped when open.
Another difference between crows and ravens is in the bill.
If you can get close enough to see, you’ll notice that the raven’s
bill is curved and there is a tuft of hair atop the bill, while the
crow has a flat bill.
According to the Audubon Society, the average lifespan of
a crow is eight years while a raven can live as long as 30 years!
One word that is used consistently to describe crows is
intelligent. I know this to be a fact. A bird feeder on our deck
here in Hague is perfect for songbirds, but much too small for
crows. A crow wanted the shelled sunflower seeds within our
feeder, but could not reach them. It quickly discovered a way to
get them. It flew very close to the feeder and banged it with its
feet. The feeder swung dramatically and sunflower seeds
showered to the ground. The crow circled around, landed and
enjoyed the seeds. Since then, anytime it wants a meal, it simply hits the feeder with its feet.
Now that crow certainly demonstrated animal intelligence!
by Connie Smith

HOW WE KNOW SUMMER IS OVER
The Hague Firehouse Restaurant is closed, school busses
are on the road, hours are shortened at the Hague Market, fewer
boats are on the lake during the week, the leaves are turning on
the trees at Valley View cemetery and the Hague Oktoberfest
has been held.
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SEPTEMBER
22
23 - 24
23 - 25
25
27
29

7 pm
Zoning Board of Appeals
Ragnar Relay
American Revolution seminar at Fort Ti
11 am - 1 pm Reception and sale at Downtown
Gallery
1:30 pm
Senior Club meeting
6:30 pm
Hague 20/20 meeting
TRANSFER STATION HOURS
September 2 thru June 30
Wednesday: 10 am to 4 pm
Saturday:
10 am to 4 pm
Sunday:
CLOSED

OCTOBER
1
1
6
10
11
12
14
19

Submission of regular columns for October issue
9:30 am - 5 pm Fort Ti Festival
7 pm
Planning Board
COLUMBUS DAY - town offices closed
6 pm
Town Board
News deadline for The Hague Chronicle
6 pm
Silver Bay YMCA dinner and movie
The Hague Chronicle is mailed and online

TO OUR SUMMER READERS

TO OUR ONLINE READERS

Your mailed copy of The Hague Chronicle has been
sent to your summer address “automatically” if we have it
on file along with a start and revert back date. We will
now send it back to your home address according to that
date we have on file. Please let us know if there is a
change in that date because we are getting some returned
(in spite of the fact they are sent first class!).

Our online issue is posted a few days before our paper
issue is mailed. So, if you are reading online, you get the
news early and in color! You are saving us paper, but you
can still print out the whole issue or just one page, if needed. If you want to send us a donation, the address is The
Hague Chronicle, PO Box 748, Hague, NY 12836.
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