The 5th Annual
3-D Shoot will
be held on
Saturday July
16th & Sunday
July 17th
Hosted at Whistling Arrow Archery Club,
965 Route 14S East Montpelier, VT
Registration opens at 7:30 am and closes at Noon. The course closes at 3pm
Saturday and 1pm Sunday. Trophies and raffle prizes will be given out at 1
pm Sunday.
Camping is available at WAAC

Greetings from the VBA!!! We hope to see you
at our 3-D shoot this year. Talk with the
officers and directors; let us know what is
important to you about bow hunting in
Vermont. What would you like to see us
working on?
We will be raffling off a $500 Gift Card to
Cabela’s this year. Tickets will be available at
the shoot. If you are not able to attend but you
are interested in purchasing raffle tickets please
send us an email or give us a call. Contact
information will be listed at the end of the
newsletter.

For up-to-date
info on the VBA
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We hope you all had a great winter and are having a
successful turkey season! Right now the directors
are diligently working on 2 proposals to present to
the Vermont Fish & Wildlife board for
consideration.
The first proposal is for the Vermont Fish &
Wildlife board to consider a youth archery season.
Dates have not yet been determined but we are estimating, if it was
approved, it would start in 2017 or 2018 and the same rules that apply to other youth
hunting seasons, would also apply to this youth archery whitetail season, the weekend
before regular bow season opens. We have created a petition that has been delivered to a
number of archery shops around the state as well as an online petition; you can click on this
link to view and sign it if you support this initiative. If you do not support the petition, you
are welcome to email us with your concerns.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Vra7PvXLBvKpsr5Fl31F6w_qwxZLPIqTPWLqj34D2E/edit

Bear Baiting in
Vermont?
The second proposal we are
working on; we have formed a
preliminary committee to study
the feasibility for a bear-baiting
season. The committee is just
getting started and we would
like to collect feedback from
our members. Also, if you
are interested in participating
in this committee, please let
us know.
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Hello to all,
Spring has arrived, time to get out the targets and
start tuning up the bows. Our annual 3-D Shoot is
a great place to test your skills and have fun to
boot, and we hope to see you all there.
Over the winter, I had a chance to talk to many
members and non-members alike. People want to
know what the Vermont Bowhunters Association
does for them, why they should join, what do they get? So, I thought I would speak a little about why
we are here.
We’re here to promote, protect, and preserve bowhunting. We do that in many ways: through our
website, a clearinghouse of sorts, where you can learn about the next shoot, find a pro shop, find links
to related sites, and see pictures of members and their successes; through this newsletter, with
information and reminders of what’s going on; and through our work with the Fish and Wildlife
Board and the Department, as we try to get the best for bowhunters.
As sportsmen and women, we can sometimes take our life for granted—we have always hunted and
fished and therefore we always will. How I wish that were true, but unfortunately it’s not. There are
many pressures on our sporting life. Some we’ve faced before, the loss of land for example. But today
there is a greater enemy, one that works to undermine everything we stand for, one with the resources
and commitment to change or even stop hunting for good. I speak of the anti-hunting movement.
There are many groups in the country that are dedicated to the absolute abolishment of hunting. They
have targeted big states in the past where their plan was to sway the metro area voters who don’t have
the connection to nature as well as the rural ones to pass legislation outlawing whatever part of our
sport they can. And they have been successful, in California and Colorado for example. But they are
changing tactics, turning their sights on smaller states—places where they think their money will buy
them their point of view. We saw it in Maine, where they tried to stop bear hunting and it’s just a
matter of time before they come to the second smallest population in the country, us.
The Vermont Bowhunters Association is dedicated to finding and stopping their plans. But we need
members to do it. There is strength in numbers. As we grow our voice grows, as does our impact.
Now, more than ever, we need to work together to preserve our sport. If you’re reading this, then
you’re partway there. If you’re already a member, thank you; if your membership has lapsed, please
renew; and if you’re not a member, please join now. If you know of others who want our heritage to
continue pass this on to them. Let’s all do our part to be sure our way of life continues. What does the
VBA do for you? It’s what we can do for each other and for those who come after us.
Thank you and good hunting,
Bill Hickok, VBA President
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Our Conservation Camp Winner Is….
Each year the Vermont Bowhunters
Association sponsors one kid to go to
conservation camp. They have the choice of
going to either Ed Kehoe in Castleton or Buck
Lake Camp in Woodbury. The kids put their
names in a drawing at the Yankee Sportsman
Classic in January and the winners name is
drawn from a hat.
This year our winner was Morgan Gallepo and
he is very excited for an adventurous
summer!
If your child is interested in attending
conservation camp, be sure to find us at the
2017 Yankee Sportsman Classic!!!

VBA Shirts and Hats

Currently the VBA meets every month on the
second Tuesday of the month at the
Community National Bank in Barre, VT from
5-7 pm. We encourage all members to attend so
you can always know what we are working on
and we appreciate your input.

We have a large selection of VBA hats,
short sleeve shirts and long sleeve shirts
in black and green. If you are
interested in purchasing any of these,
please get in touch with our treasurer
Charlie Palmer at (802) 684-3668 or
email at bigbuckmaple@gmail.com

We are in the process of looking for alternate
locations for our meeting. We would like to
meet in other areas of the state so all members
are able to attend at least one or two meetings a
year. If you know of any free community
locations, please let us know.
We also encourage members who would like to
become more involved with our organization to
let us know. We would like to add new
directors to our team periodically for fresh ideas
and perspectives.

VBA email: info@
vermontbowhuntersassociation.org
VBA Phone Number (President, Bill
Hickok) (802) 579-8471
VBA Address: 54 Birchwood Drive
Berlin, VT
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