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INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory 
of Your holy name.  Amen. 

P: Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office, as a called 
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 
unto you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 



SCRIPTURE READING    Acts 8:26-40 
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the 
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.”  
This is a desert place.  And he rose and went.  And there was 
an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure.  He had come 
to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in his chariot, 
and he was reading the prophet Isaiah.  And the Spirit said to 
Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.”  So Philip ran to him and 
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?”  And he said, “How can I, 
unless someone guides me?”  And he invited Philip to come up 
and sit with him.  Now the passage of the Scripture that he was 
reading was this: “Like a sheep He was led to the slaughter and 
like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so He opens not His 
mouth.  In His humiliation justice was denied Him.  Who can 
describe His generation?  For His life is taken away from the 
earth.”  And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, 
does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 
else?”  Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this 
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.  And as they 
were going along the road they came to some water, and the 
eunuch said, “See, here is water!  What prevents me from being 
baptized?”  And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they 
both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he 
baptized him.  And when they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him 
no more, and went on his way rejoicing.  But Philip found 
himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the 
gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.  



 
HYMN           The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace 
1 The Gospel shows the Father’s grace, 

Who sent His Son to save our race, 
Proclaims how Jesus lived and died 
That we might thus be justified. 

 

2 It sets the Lamb before our eyes, 
Who made the_atoning sacrifice, 
And calls the souls with guilt oppressed 
To come and find eternal rest. 

 

5 It bears to all the tidings glad 
And bids their hearts no more be sad; 
The weary, burdened souls it cheers 
And banishes their guilty fears. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON 
 
PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 



P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face 
shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon 
you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
HYMN      Lord Jesus, Think on Me 
1 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    And purge away my sin; 
From worldly passions set me free 
    And make me pure within. 

 

3 Lord Jesus, think on me 
    Amid the battle’s strife; 
In all my pain and misery, 
    O be my health and life! 

 

4 Lord Jesus, think on me 
    Nor let me go astray; 
Through darkness and perplexity 
    Point out Your chosen way. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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