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Cochrane Creative
Playschool
Learning Through Play

Ready for Class?
2021/22
School year
Is here!

Welcome to our
2021/22 School Year!

Save the Date!
Classes Start
Sept 9th – 14th
Your child’s
staggered start date
will be emailed to
you

Wondering what your child needs for
playschool? Check out this short list of
items and please be sure to label
everything!
•

A pair of comfortable indoor
shoes (these may stay in the
class or go home and back)

•

A change of clothes (pants,
shirt, underwear, socks) that
should be left in their school
backpack in case of an accident

•

A re-useable lunch bag and
drink container with a snack
packed for each day of class

•

Weather appropriate
outerwear for going outside
(winter months please pack
snow-pants, mitts, toques, etc.)
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Message from the Board
Welcome (back) to Cochrane Creative Playschool! We are
excited to be back and look forward to all our school year will
bring! We aim to offer a quality program full of learning, crafts,
creative play, circle time, music, physical education and fun!

Welcome
Cochrane Creative welcomes back our teacher, Erin Klinger to CCPS. Erin is passionate about early
education and brings with her a wealth of experience from teaching in Rocky View Schools. It is going to
be another exciting year for our kids full of learning, adventures, friends and fun!

Fundraising
Our school relies on fundraising to keep our tuition fees low which is why each student has a
$175 minimum fundraising expectation. Your fundraising efforts will go towards cool things for
the school & fun events and activities! We thank you for your contributions to our efforts! We
will continue with our online ordering and multiple payment options this year to make ordering
easy and convenient.

We have 2 Fundraisers under way already
DAVISON ORCHARDS APPLES: Apples from Davison Orchards in Vernon
B.C Picked by hand, packed by hand & delivered fresh from our farm! This is no
ordinary fundraiser! Enjoy premium BC apples, delivered right to you. This is a
healthy option to support our school! Earn $9/box sold towards your fundraising
minimum. Orders are due in on September 9!
ADMAZING COUPON BOOKS Coupon books cost $25 and include both the
physical book as well a bonus app with extra savings for Calgary and area savings.
Pick up yours to sell at the open house on September 7th.
Email our fundraising coordinator Meghan (meghan.pete@gmail.com) with any
questions!
Watch for more exciting fundraising opportunities to come!
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OPEN HOUSE
Please join us on
Tuesday September 7
5:30-7pm
A chance to see the space and meet our team
(or a chance to see everyone again if you are returning)
Ask any question you may have about the 2021/22 school year here
Please use the NW door leading directly into the Preschool

Send me your Photos!
All the photos of the kids you see in this
newsletter are thanks to submissions from our
board members.
Each month we will be asking for your photo
submissions based on a theme (i.e. October’s
theme will be ‘First day of school’, November’s
theme will be ‘Leaves’) to be included in the
next month’s newsletter.
We will send a reminder with the newsletter
and let you know when photos are due. Thanks
in advance for your help in making our
newsletter so great!
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Meet Miss Erin!
Hi! My name in Erin Klinger. I go by Miss Erin in the classroom. This is my forth year with Cochrane
Creative and I am so happy to be back. I have learned a lot about teaching preschool in the past three
years and I am constantly striving to create the best preschool program to meet the needs of the kids
and families I have the privilege of working with.
This year still has some uncertainly as we come out of a global pandemic but I am confident that we
will create and deliver a program that will be great for your child(ren). We will continue to focus on
learning through play while addressing some foundational components of gross and fine motor skills,
literacy, numeracy, social skills, and emotional regulation. The safety and well-being of the class will
always be at the forefront of everything we do.
As a preschool teacher, my goal is to provide a safe, enriching and happy place for children to learn,
play and grow. I believe children learn with guidance through play and social interactions. The
development of independence, strong self-esteem, and the ability to solve problems are major goals. I
am always looking for teachable moments in activities and situations. I believe that being active and
getting fresh air helps our children’s growing minds and bodies. We will aim to play outside as much
as possible.
For as far back as I can remember, I have always been working with children. I began babysitting as
soon as I was of age. From there, I worked with children and youth in a variety of settings: summer
camps, recreational programs, tutoring, respite care, and childcare. I was able to continue my work
with children and youth as I pursued my studies to become a teacher. Upon graduating from the
University of Lethbridge with my Bachelor of Education degree, I began teaching with Rocky View
Schools. I taught elementary in both Cochrane and Airdrie before having children. After having our
children, I operated a dayhome for three years in Calgary before we moved to Cochrane in September
of 2016.
Our family includes my wonderful husband (who is also an educator), our two fabulous and active
boys (aged 9 and 11), and our pup Rosie (a 2 year old Puggle). As a family we love camping, biking,
hiking, and being outdoors. My personal hobbies include reading, baking and gardening.
I welcome this opportunity to work with your child(ren) and family this year!
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In the Classroom…
Welcome back to our returning families and welcome to Cochrane Creative to our new families! I am
the classroom teacher, Miss Erin. This is my fourth year at CCPS. We are going to have a school year
filled with learning, growing, friendships and fun! We will focus on literacy, numeracy, fine motor,
gross motor, and social skills throughout the entire year with our play-based program. I believe in
open, two-way communication and invite you to bring any questions, comments, ideas or concerns to
my attention. Likewise, I will let you know if I have anything to bring to your attention.
To build upon my completion of the course I completed last year, “Flight: Alberta’s Early Learning
and Care Framework”, I have spent some time reading this summer for personal interest as well as
professional growth. Professionally, I read “Lisa Murphy on Play: The Foundation of Children’s
Learning” and “Teachers These Days: Stories and Strategies for Reconnection” by Dr. Jody
Carrington and Laurie MacIntosh. Lisa Murphy stresses the importance of play for children and how
play prepares children for kindergarten, future academics, and a love of lifelong learning. She bases
her program on the seven things we must do with children every day:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Create
Move
Sing
Discuss
Observe
Read
Play

Dr. Carrington and Mrs. Mac stress the importance connection with the children in our care and
showing up with our whole hearts for them each and every day.
The philosophies in these two books will serve as my guides for the coming school year.
COVID Policies
Last year saw many restrictions with COVID-19. This year, as policies evolve, I am optimistic for
more normalcy and opportunities in our classroom. I am hopeful to integrate more field trips and
special events, sensory bins and experiences, a greater variety of toys and centers for the children, use
of the gym space, and visitors and volunteers in our classroom.
First Days
The first days of school will be all about getting to know one another and to establish our classroom
routines. Our routines will remain relatively consistent throughout the year.
At the beginning of the year, and occasionally throughout the year, some tears or anxiety are normal.
For some children this may be their first school experience or time away from a parent. Other
situations may also stir up some emotions and/or separation anxiety. Your child will be ok. Say a
quick good-bye and reassure them you will be back at the end of class.

Play Based Learning
This year we will focus on play as a main source of learning. Children will have daily opportunities
for sustained and uninterrupted free play.
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We will continue to have opportunities to learn literacy and numeracy, focus on fine and
gross motor skills, and acquire the skills to prepare the children for future learning.
Our methods to achieve this may look different this year, but I assure you that you will see
learning and growth within your child. There will be less of a focus on worksheets and
product-based crafts. We will be emphasizing process over product.
Preschool Support
There will be an opportunity for children attending the 4AM (Monday, Wednesday, Friday)
program to receive a speech screening through Foothills Creative Beginnings, if they have
not already received one. This is an important screening tool that is free of charge and I
highly recommend it. More information will be provided to you regarding this assessment.
Show & Share/Special Helper
Show and Share is an opportunity for your child share something special with the class. The
other children will then have the opportunity to pose questions to the child to try to guess
what the item is. This will be an evolving process as children learn to ask effective questions
to obtain information. Your child’s Show and Share day will also be their Special Helper
day. As the Special Helper your child will have many important classroom jobs: line leader,
calendar leader, and assist with any special jobs in the class. Show and Share and Special
Helper days will begin in October. This will allow us time to establish routines and for me to
demonstrate how the process will work.
We will provide more details in the October Newsletter regarding Special Helper and Show
and Share.
General
Please ensure that your child has appropriate play clothing to participate in physical literacy
activities, getting messy, and being outdoors.
Each child should also have an extra set of clothing in their backpack. Accidents do happen
whether it be a bathroom accident or a spill. A change of clothes is important to deal with
these situations.
For any emergencies or absences please call the preschool phone @ 403-651-7664.
You are welcome to contact me via email at any time and I will reply as promptly as
possible. My email address is: misserinteacher@gmail.com
I am looking forward for a wonderful school year with your child! J

THE HOUSE OF
HIGHER LEARNING©

CRITICAL THINKING
ALGEBRA

MULTIPLICATION

CIVICS

PHYSICS

HISTORY
BIOLOGY
SCIENCE

LITERATURE

WRITING (ABCs)

SOCIAL STUDIES

COMPUTERS
ADDITION
CHEMISTRY
CALCULUS
SUBTRACTION

SOCIOLOGY
GEOMETRY

PHILOSOPHY
GRAMMAR
LONG DIVISION

SPELLING

PLAY
CREATE
DISCUSS

MOVE
OBSERVE

SING
READ

We must make time each day to do these things…
PLAY becomes the CEMENT that holds the elements of the foundation in
place… We need TIME for our foundation to SET…then, and only then, can
we BUILD the house of higher learning

The house of higher learning is
supported
by a foundation of PLAY!
House of Higher Learning is
©Lisa Murphy 2002, Carlsbad, CA (800)
477-7944 www.ooeygooey.com
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Talk to us!
We want to know what you think, good or bad. Please let us know what we need to improve as well
as what we are doing well. And we always love to hear new ideas!
cochranecreative@gmail.com
403-651-7664
www.cochranecreative.ca
or follow us on Facebook!
Board member’s email addresses follow and are posted in the boot room. Minutes from previous
meetings will be posted in the boot room and include dates for upcoming meetings.
Please join us, the atmosphere is casual, and you are always welcome.

2021-22 CCPS Board of Directors
Chair

Megan Scondrianis
Mathaios; 4am

megan.scondrianis@outlook.com

Treasurer

Joy Eaton
Maddy; 4am

joy.eaton@me.com

Secretary

Kristi Rolfe
Dax; 4am

kristi.rolfe@gmail.com

Registrar

Joy Eaton
Maddy; 4am

joy.eaton@me.com

Volunteer
Coordinator
Fundraising
Coordinator

Shayla Pears
Atley; 3am
Meghan Klassen
Celeste; 4am

volunteercoordccps@gmail.com

Children’s Events

Coordinator

Shayla Pears
Atley; 3am

volunteercoordccps@gmail.com

Communications
Coordinator

Joy Eaton
Maddy; 4am

joy.eaton@me.com

fundraisingccps@gmail.com

To see your child in the newsletter please send one or two high-res themed photos to cochranecreative@gmail.com. Next
month’s theme will be ‘First Day of School’ Not every photo will be used but every effort will be made to include each child in
one newsletter. Submission automatically gives CCPS permission to distribute photos in newsletter.

