Policeman keeps eyes on crime with donated LASIK

Police Investigator Nick
Sonnier of Biloxi has little con-
trol over what his day brings.
Butthatmlomcr npﬁgm
his vision, after his IK
laser eye surgery was donated
by Dr. Rainna Bahadur, a

“Being visually impaired
with cycglnmaghconm.s
takes away your ty to
wu.yourscECanLASﬂgm
lifosaving for me? Oh, yes”
surgery. ity

hnvcmglmcm

the job, LASIK takes that

away.

“I have absolutely no idea
what I'm gomgmdooncday
tonextasa " added
Sonnier. “It's what socicty has
formctodo New cases popup

Sonmcrﬁoquentlyhnndles
felony arrcsts, with his cases
induding robbery, burglary,
sexual assault, fraud, auto
theft and DUL

“It's a relief, not having to
worry about contact lenscs or
glasses any more,” he said.

Sonnier reccived LASIK
vmnoom:cummthmtcost

allowed to work on our first
responders. Every day, they
literally put their lives on the
line for ctizens of the Gulf

Dr. Rainna Bahadur examines policeman Nick Sonnier, a LASIK patient.

Coast, induding my family.

I'm so pleased I can offer this
‘thank you' for their service
and sacrifice.”

Sonnier was extremel
nearsighted before his
which also corrected his vision
bcttcrtlmnh:sfmom

worse than 20/400, without
correction. When you have
20/400 vision, you would have
to be 20 feet away from an
object to see what someone
with standard vision would
sce at 400 feet, Bahadur

explained. .
Aﬁcr LASIK, Sonnier’s
vision is “perfect.” It has
improved to 20/20 in the left
cye for dose-up viewing and
20/20 in the right cye for dis-

tance.

“He finished up his medical
cye drops, so his vision contin-
ucd to improve as his eyes
healed,” she said.

Other first who
reccived no-cost IK from
Eye Associates of the South in
the past few years mdudc a

Biloxi ﬁmﬁr& Marine

Bilad police officer.

Sonnier won a Biloxi Police
Department drawing to
reccive his LASIK -~ on the
same day he reccived the

department’s Office of the
Award.

“I was surprised I won the
LASIKdrawmgbowxsc l’d
never won anything in
life,” smdSonmcrtfs,aBﬂmo
native. “LASIK is something [
always wanted to do. But I'm
a single father raising two
boys,:}otl ncvcrwon.xld&?
spent the money on my
can't say thanks enough!”

The department’s Tbhc
information officer, Sgt. Jackie
Rhodes, said, “So far, we've
had two times she offered it

Bahadur
outpntacnt surgery
Cedar Lake Surgery Center)
mstmdofmanoﬁcc
Eye Assodates of the South
also offers free pre-LASIK
screening to ensure patients'
eyes are suitable for LASIK. If
thcynmmt.dmunofoc
Bahadur
Their IK patients are
dﬁzoduptotwoywstopm,

mwrestﬁnanangbyCaro-
Credit.
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