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Hi Everyone!

| saw an interesting ditty come over the Internet this weekend, about Adopting a Local Bee-
keeper. Interesting article on NPR. The author, Jodi Helmer, reports introduces the ‘adopt -a-
hive' program and she references a bee farm in Colorado that started this program in 2012. In-
teresting to say the least, and possibly a service our beekeepers can offer.

For a start up 'adoption fee' of $45 -135, beekeepers are hedging their bets against losses with
income and risk -sharing. The higher fees come with some guarantees of honey, but in quanti-
ties far less than retail cost. For example, the $135 adoption fee offers 3 pounds of honey after
extraction in the fall. Does it work? Does it engage interested Bee -supportive folks into the
fold? For the farm in Colorado, they was able to sign up a few dozen interested people the first
year. With a 40 hive farm, he was able to mitigate his 25% losses thru his adoption program.

Most of us know that beekeeping is fairly expensive. Between the cost of bees and hive com-
ponents, we invest a considerable amount into our bees. Yet, the general public seems grossly
unaware of our commitment to bees and the financial obligation we put forth to support the
bees. Recently, | have heard of orchardists or gardeners willing to let us place bees on their
land - expecting pollination and even free honey, in return for our management, time and invest-
ment. Large scale commercial beekeepers earn up to $400 per hive in the almond orchards.

I've googled Seattle beekeepers renting their hives for $85 per season for small area pollination.
| feel very sensitive to giving our bees into service for free. But Beekeepers are nice people. We
all want to be helpful. Its' easy to lose sight of protecting our girls and valuing our services.

Ours girls are worth a lot, and lets treat them as valuable as they are.

bees!
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Bees are coming in this month. Time to get busy. ii
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/’;'; !\ It is coming up to the new bee season! This is my third year of bee keeping, and ending my
second winter through. | ended last fall with 6 hives, one which swarmed THREE TIMES!
Crazy huh! | was so excited thinking to myself, 6 Oh boy! | am going to be
spring. No need to buy any! o6 but as all seasoned
guarantees. While we have had a good bit of warm weather, | find my losses continuing to
mount. | am now down to just one hive. This hive seems quite strong and is bringing in loads of
pollen. | know it sounds dismal, and it is in some ways, but it doesn't squash my excitement of
growing, and learning and developing my skills as a care taker of my bees!

The reason | started my article in this fashion is because | too was once in my first year and
even though my first hives didndét make it throug
through the first 45 days if | didndt have a gui

Just like any field that deals with organic life, it is never one size fits all. Each hive is like our

fingerprints, one totally unique from the other. You may have the basics but there are so many
variables: weather, bee O0raced6, forage and water
types of hives on top of that. Just as numerous the variables, so are the methods, opinions, and

trains of thought in how to take care of your bees. | personally feel (yes another opinion) when

somet hing resonates with yothat iswhdt mgtterst §au maysat c c e s s f
agree with the next person about certain things, but that is the great and exciting thing about

being human. It is just remembering to be open and acknowledge that there is more than one

right way to keep bees!

| recently read an interesting article about mentoring. After two years of handling and caring for

bees | have | earned much. I al so know | have muc
sociation has an unique approach to their mentorship program. It is like a pyramid scheme of

learning. Truly, what better way to engrain a new skill than by teaching it? Before a new bee-

keeper gets their bees, they are assigned a mentor. This mentor of course will be there through-

out their first 2 years as needed to help with the new beekeepers exciting endeavor. This in-

cludes helping with hive placement, bee installation, and general management. After their first

2 years, then the new beekeepers are encouraged to become mentors themselves. This aids

growth within the group and the craft without bogging down one particular mentor with all of

the new people each year. I really |i ke the idea
onset of the program but as time has passed, they are moving in that direction.

| still reach out to my mentor on occasion but definitely feel like | am able to help a new bee-
keeper! | love teaching as well so that comes in handy. Similar to the hive being a large organ-
ism which we tend to and care for, | think of beekeeping and mentoring as the same. The only
way we will be successful is though group effort! Me helping one who then helps the next. It tru-
ly does take a village just like a bee colony, and i would like to say our beekeepers group is proof
of that! A Ty
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This months Meeting Presentation A by Greg Butler

Upcoming presentation: Background information about the Varroa de-
structor parasite affecting honey bee colonies worldwide, covering his-

tory, scope of the problem, Varroa biology, lifecycle, population dy-

namics, and current research.
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The architecture of a WBC hive
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WARRE HIVE ARTIFICIAL SWARMING (MAKING SPLITS)

Swarming with one colony

Procedure To make an artificial swarm, be it with two colonies, with one colony, or with a mated
gueen, you proceed as described in the following figures. Feeding If the artificial swarm and the
parent have not received honey in the comb and if the nectar flow has stopped for more than
two days, it will be necessary to feed the swarm as well as the parent colony, and to do so more
plentifully if they have to construct comb.

1. Choose a good colony that deserves being increased. This is the colony of hive 1, 2, 3 (see fig-
ure 1).

2. Place beside hive 1, 2, 3, hive 4 comprising a floor, a hive -body box without bees, but ready
toreceive them, i.e. fitted with starter strips. Prepare a cloth and quilt to cover this hive.

3. Gently puff a little smoke into the entrance of hive 1, 2, 3 sufficient to calm the bees. Misus-
ing the smoke causes the bees and the queen to move to the top of the hive. This prolongs the
procedure.

4. When the bees are humming, open hive 1, 2, 3; lift the quilt and the cloth covering the top-
bars . Smoke it vigorously. Clean the tops of the top -bars and smoke vigorously and quickly be-
tween all the top -bars .

5. When the bulk of the bees of box No. 1 have gone down into box No. 2, remove box No. 1 and
put it on the box of hive 4 after removing its quilt and cloth. Single bees are to be disregarded.
But if you notice bees balling you should drive them down with smoking more copiously. The
gueen could be in these balls of bees. This happens especially when working in conditions that
are too cold or after having smoked too much from below

6. Cover hive 1, 4 with its cloth and quilt. Smoke hive  -bodies 2 and 3; clean the top -bars of box 2
and cover the hive with its cloth and quilt, 2nd position.

7. Lift hive 2, 3 and carry it quite far away within the apiary, the further the better. However, a
distance of two or three metres may suffice. But in this case it is good to put a few leafy branch-
es between the two hives clearly to mark the separation, and force the bees to make a detour
when going from hive to hive.

8. Put hive 1, 4 in place of hive 2, 3.

9. Reduce the entrance of the two hives to the winter state for a few days, until the bees' com-
ings and goings are normal.

Comment The queen has gone down into hive 2, 3 and will continue to lay. If you do this at the
beginning of the main nectar flow, and if, in autumn, you did not leave the necessary stores only

in box No. 1, there will certainly be brood with which the bees will raise a new queen.
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From The Hi've By Chef Befgbr

Send me your honey recipes!
They will be put here for everyone to enjoy

i

Beekeeping Trivi a

The Honey Bee Dance

Honeybees communicate with a sophisticated dance to tell the other bees where to find the nec-

tar and pollen. Scout honeybees go out in search of good nectar and pollen sources. When they

come back, they do a dance that tells the other bees not only how far the nectar is, but also the

direction in which to travel using the sun

bees hold on to that scout bee to feel the directions. As the scout bee does the dance she has the
other bees taste the pollen and nectar to get their approval.

as a

left turn /
',"waggle
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NOPBA CLUB LIBRARY

Librarian _: Richard & Marilyn Parks

Videos:

Tapes: Silence of the Bees
Honeybees and Beekeeping: A year in the life of an apiary, University of Georgia
Honeybees and Beekeeping: A year in the life of an apiary, Part 2
Beekeeping: Exploring a unique industry, Parts 1 -7 (Ohio St. University)
Beekeeping: Exploring a unique industry, Parts 8 -14

DVD's: The Bee Movie
Queen of the Sun
An Introduction to Beekeeping
Backyard Hive: Alternative Beekeeping using Top Bar Hive & Bee Guardian Methods
Articles, Tips and Information. Compiled by Walt Weilbicki
NOVA: Tales from the Hive
Bushy Mountain Bee Farm series:
Keeping Bees and Producing Honey
Package Bee Installation
Bee Removal
Comb Honey Production
Extracting
Swarm Boxes
Free Bees for You
Queen and Package Bee Production
Requeening and Colony Division
The Magic of Mead

MAGAZINES AND PUBLICATIONS:
Bee Culture, May through June 2014

Honey Bee Diseases and Pests, 2nd Edition and 2 nd Edition Revised by Univ. of Guelph, On-
tario

How to Reduce Bee Poisoning form Pesticides, 2006 Edition and 2013 Edition

Honey For Sale: The Official Honey Board Marketing Kit, Colorado 1999
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Project Apis m.: Analytical Lab Directory for Beekeepers
BOOKS:

The Gentle Craft

Modern Bee -keeping: A Handbook for Cottages, Published 1890

The Beekeeper's Handbook, 3 rd Edition

Better Bee Keeping

Top-Bar Hive Beekeeping: Wisdom and Pleasure Combined

Honey Bee Pest, Predators and Diseases

An Eyewitness Account of Early American Beekeeping: The Autobiography of A.l. Root 1839 -
1923

Keeping Bees by Peter Beckly

Keeping Bees by John Vivian

Breeding Super Bees

How to Keep Bees and Sell Honey

Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices for Honeybee Health
Toward Saving the Honeybee

At the Hive Entrance

Nectar and Pollen Plants of Oregon and the Pacific Northwest
Hive Management: A Seasonal Guide for Beekeepers
The Beekeeper's Bible

500 Answers to Bee Questions

First Lessons in Beekeeping by C. P. Dadant (Qty 3)
Bee Equipment Essentials

Bee Sex Essentials

Queen Rearing Essentials (Qty 2)

Increase Essentials

The Hive and the Honeybee (Qty 3

The Hive and the Honeybee Revisited

Beekeeping for All

The ABC and XYZ of Bee Culture

Honey Bee Biology and Beekeeping

A Country Year: Living the Questions

Practical Beekeeping

The Backyard Beekeeper's Honey Handbook
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Three Seasons of Bees: A Pacific Northwest Journal

The Complete Idiots Guide to Beekeeping

Swarm Traps and Bait Hives: The Easy Way to get Bees for Free

The Biggle Bee Book by Jacob Biggle, 1909

Honeybee: Lessons from and Accidental Beekeeper

Robbing the Bees

Following the Bloom: Across America with Migratory Beekeepers

The Thinking Beekeeper: A Guide to Natural Beekeeping in Top Bar Hives
Learning From Bees: A Philosophy of Natural Beekeeping by Chandler, Phillip

CHILDREN'S BOOKS
The Bee-Man of Orn (ages 4 and up)

The Honeybee Man (ages 4 and up)
Bees, Hives, Honey! Beekeeping for Children (ages 8 and up)

COOKING AND CRAFTS
Super Formulas: Arts and Crafts

Beeswax: Molding and Candle Making (Qty 2)
Wick, Wax and Talk 2 nd Time Around

Making Vinegar at Home

Making Wild Wines and Meads

The Complete Meadmaker

Cooking with Honey

Sweetened with Honey the Natural Way
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SEQUIM BEE FARM

***NOPBA Member Special
Complete Hive $299.
Contains 2 Deeps with frames and Plasticell foundations

2 Supers with frames and Plasticell foundations
Telescoping Top with Inner Cover
Solid Bottom Board with Entrance Reducer
Metal Queen Excluder
Fully Assembled

\\\\\\
o S

Also Available Painted [ >

Western Supers with 10 Frame and Plasticell  $59

All hive components hand -finished locally
Call Buddy for orders
360-452-9807

A REQUEST FOR POLLINATION BEES

Rachel George suggested | contact you in an effort to connect with someone that might
have a hive. Among three neighbors located near Old Olympic highway and Cameron
Road in Agnew area, we have 30 -40 fruit trees in addition to numerous berries ,etc. All
are organic. The buds are just beginning to pop! Please have anyone interested call me at
360-912-1535. Thanks a bunch!

Randy Brackett
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Hives by Larry

Old Sol Apiaries

We are excited to announce that we will be taking a large order of nucs to WA around the

2016

middle of May. They are $140 and can be picked up on Camano Island. Call us for more de-

tails. 541 -582-2337
Mysti Jacob

"Your source for Oregon bred queens and nucs. Selected for productivity, disease & mite tol-

erance, and hygienic behavior. Double vetted queens assure higher acceptance rates and lon-

gevity. Survivor stock and WSU Caucasian genetics available from May through August.

For more information please visit www.oldsolbees.com  or call 541 582 2337. Old Sol is a
oBee I nformeddé Partner using science"to adva

John B Jacob
Old Sol Apiaries
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http://www.oldsolbees.com/
tel:541%20582%202337

