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457 The Word became flesh for us in order to save us by reconciling us with God, who "loved us and sent
his Son to be the expiation for our sins": "the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world", and "he
was revealed to take away sins":"°

Sick, our nature demanded to be healed; fallen, to be raised up; dead, to rise again. We had lost the possession of the good; it was
necessary for it to be given back to us. Closed in the darkness, it was necessary to bring us the light; captives, we awaited a Savior;
prisoners, help; slaves, a liberator. Are these things minor or insignificant? Did they not move God to descend to human nature and
visit it, since humanity was in so miserable and unhappy a state?”*

/06 The Word became flesh to be our model of holiness: "Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me." "|
am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me."”* On the mountain of the
Transfiguration, the Father commands: "Listen to him!"> Jesus is the model for the Beatitudes and the
norm of the new law: "Love one another as | have loved you."”® This love implies an effective offering of
oneself, after his example.””

479 At the time appointed by God, the only Son of the Father, the eternal Word, that is, the Word and
substantial Image of the Father, became incarnate; without losing his divine nature he has assumed
human nature.

480 Jesus Christ is true God and true man, in the unity of his divine person; for this reason he is the one
and only mediator between God and men.

481 Jesus Christ possesses two natures, one divine and the other human, not confused, but united in the
one person of God's Son.

482 Christ, being true God and true man, has a human intellect and will, perfectly attuned and subject to
his divine intellect and divine will, which he has in common with the Father and the Holy Spirit.

483 The Incarnation is therefore the mystery of the wonderful union of the divine and human natures in the
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