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6th Annual Craft Sale

Small Business Saturday

Saturday, November 27th • 10am - 3pm
Two Harbors Community Center
All Hand Made, Local Crafts

Saturday, Nov. 27th
10am - 5pm
(Small Business Saturday)

24 Shopping Center
Silver Bay

???s Suicide is
NOT the Answer!!!
Don’t hesitate to call:
218.623.1800
or visit: LetsTalkMN.com
or TEXT: “MN” to 741741
Help is free & confidential

NOVEMBER 26, 2021
Prep for GED, College & Career
Computer Skills for Job Search
Reading, Writing, Math, ESL
NO COST TO STUDENT

218-623-3036
Lake & Cook Counties

•Discounts
•Treats
•Drawings
•Enjoy a hot
cup of joe from
Timber Coffee
Company

/MTCK@CPRF%CACK@CPPB
  OFF all retail items
items::
Paul Mitchell Gift sets Wet Brushes
Hempz lotions OPI nail polish and more
Make your holiday hair appointment soon.
Gift Certificates available.
 Lax Lake Rd Silver Bay • 



LETTER TO THE EDITOR
AFFECT OF STR (short term rental) ON
COMMUNITY

Holiday Greeting Ads
with the Northshore Journal

Wish your Customers a
Joyous Holiday Season and
Thank them for their
Patronage
Christmas New Years
Edition Edition

2” Full Color
4” Full Color

$40.00
$80.00

$40.00
$80.00

Both
Editions
(Best Value)

$70.00
$150.00

With many themes to choose
from, we’ve got the perfect
greeting for you.
Call us today at 218.226.3335 or email:
northshorejournal@gmail.com
Deadline: Wednesday, December 15, 2021

This year the Northshore Journal’s
Holiday Editions will publish
December 24th and December 31st.

Playing With Yarn
A world class yarn shop on the shore of Lake Superior,
your local yarn shop! We have all of your knitting & crochet
needs from dish cloth cotton to silk for lace. Plus patterns & books.
Hours: Mon   • Wed  
Thurs   • Fri & Sat  
(Closed Sun & Tues)
 Scenic Drive Knife River MN
playingwithyarncom
casserberg@lakeconnectionsnet
  

In 2007 a new business started on the west
coast with a plan and expectation that financial gain would follow. This plan offered an
investor or small-business person with the time
and resources to develop and market a new
service. The 'new service' was and remains a
money maker!! This new venture became VRBO (Vacation Rental By Owner) and
AIRbnb (“Air Bed and Breakfast” a reference
to the air mattresses the guests were staying
on). The business model of STR's (short term
rentals) thrived!!
Today, across the nation, communities, both
large and small, are becoming aware of the
negative impact STR's have on them. Albeit
slowly. I am hoping this letter opens discussion and action within the city of Two Harbors and Lake County governments.
STR properties market their business as a
cost savings flexible vacation experience.
They provide residential property that hosts
rent on a short term basis to travelers. It can
be anything from a house, a single room, a
boat or even a tree house. Think of it as popup accommodations - a market place where
people rent out their properties. These properties are lightly regulated home-sharing sights
that let almost anyone list accommodations for
rent. Think of it as a small hotel with a few
extra perks and personal touches. Their rates
are normally cheaper than hotels/motels because they don't have the same overhead costs
as hotels/motels (hotels/motels are regulated).
VRBO operators offer that they bring tourism
and trade to the area. They pay property taxes.
They also receive tax advantages.
Operators of these properties tell how they
have purchased a dwelling needing repairs and
upgrades. They have taken blighted structures
and turned them into a comfortable place to
spend time. They have employees taking care
of these properties. They have made a significant investment!
Where are these residential properties? Look
out your window! The house next door might
be one. STR's impact the stability of established residential neighborhoods. By their
nature, they introduce an unknown transient
component that can quickly upset neighborhood stability. With a VRBO/AIRbnb in your
neighborhood it is likely you will have different neighbors every couple of days.
When neighborhoods are affected the entire
community is affected. Please ask yourself
what 'community' means to you. What composes 'community'? Is it Churches? Is it the
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department? Is it
a local hospital and clinic caring for the community? Is it a strong school system? Is it a
community library? Blood drives, Girl/Boy
Scouts, 4H, FFA, American Legion, youth

coaching for sports, Lions, Optimists, Community Partners - the list goes on and on. Who
supports this list a important community entities? Answer: The citizens of this community!
Since moving to and building a home in Two
Harbors, my wife and I have enjoyed Heritage Days, the start up and service of KTWH
the local community radio station, the Two
Harbors Band, school events, and other festivals. I've had the pleasure of working with
volunteers from Stanley LaBounty on Habitat
for Humanity projects and witnessed the
growth of home grown Castle Danger Brewing. Two Harbors and surrounding area businesses benefit from having employees living
within this area and calling it 'home'. There is
growth and good things happening in Two
Harbors and surrounding Lake County. This
is a beautiful place to live! Are STR's a part
of this community or is this a parasitic profit
making business venture feeding off this community?
Please go to websites and other information
sources - do your own research. When you
do, take notice of the daily and weekly costs
of staying at a VRBO/AIRbnb. Do the math.
STR's are definitely a lucrative money making machine. In their desire for profit, operators of STR's, with their ability to access funding, reduce the number of houses for individuals and families wanting to call Two Harbors
home. Lake County Housing Redevelopment
Authority has information on the negative influence VRBO/AIRbnb's have on local housing inventories.
Today, in Lake County and Two Harbors
there is little or next to nothing regulating the
growth of the STR industry. I am asking the
citizens of this community to become aware
of these businesses and their influence within
your community. The city of Two Harbors and
Lake County governments need your input on
this.
Two Harbors Planning and Zoning Committee meet on Tuesday, December 7, hopefully,
to discuss this issue. An effort to place a moratorium, providing sufficient time to study STR
businesses and their impact on this community, was tabled by the committee during the
last meeting. Tabling this motion provided
time for more houses to become VRBO/
AIRbnb possessions.
If you see the need to stop the growth of
STR's, I ask you to get active. Ask your elected
officials where they stand on this issue. Do
these same officials have a vested interest in
VRBO/AIRbnb growth? You and your vote
count!!! Sitting on the side lines and believing someone else will handle this issue is an
answer. Is it the correct answer for this community??
Thank you,
Duane R. Wegner

