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òJesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and tomorrow.ó  
 Hebrews 13:8  
 
 Weõve all heard that change is good.  But as often as we hear it, we still 
struggle with it. Why?  Because most of us hate change.  It upends our 
comfort levels, leaving us insecure and afraid. It challenges our expecta-
tions, our routines, our understanding of the world and how we live in it.  As 
we journey through life, we find ourselves often in a series of transitions. 

This holds true not only for our personal lives, but it is also large in our world as well. We only need 
to look at how computers and new communications technology has transformed the way we work (and 
socially network), or at globalization of the economy and the transition from a manufacturing-based 
economy to an information-based one to see how deeply transitions have affected the way we live. 
  Someone once said that people do not voluntarily change until their level of discomfort is 
greater than their level of fear. Transitions often leave us feeling uneasy, as we fear the unknown 
that lies ahead. We often long for things to stay as we have known them, rather than focusing on the 
road forward. How can we avoid getting distracted by our fears about the future, and (as the old 
spiritual puts it) "keep our eyes on the prize"?              
  For most of us, change does not come easily or gently. It is not something that we eagerly 
embrace; it is forced upon us. We go into it kicking and screaming. We age. Our bodies change. Peo-
ple we know and care about move away. We change jobs and have to learn new skills and face new re-
sponsibilities. Our doctor tells us we have to change our eating and exercise habits.     
  Even the changes we seek often cause us distress and discomfort. That new baby we wanted 
so much keeps us up at night with feedings and worry. We finally get to retire, and then we find our-
selves feeling bored and forgotten. The new easy chair turns out to be less comfortable than the old 
one. The new computer means we have to learn a lot of stuff that we got along fine without knowing 
yesterday.          
  Yet life doesn't ask our permission before it changes. If we are going to have authentic and 
effective lives, we must find a way to deal with the changes that life throws at us.  And it seems no 
matter how much change we experience in our lives, it always takes us by surprise. We knew our 
kids were getting older, but we weren't quite prepared for them to move out and start living lives of 
their own and forgetting to call us for days on end. We knew that our parents were getting older, 
but we weren't quite prepared for them to slow down the way they have and become so dependent 
upon us. We knew that we were getting older but... well, you know. Change is coming at us faster and 
faster, thanks to the computer. Just look at what has happened in just the last 30 years with com-
puters, websites, email messages, social media, music and the like.           
    And you know what?  Nobody asked our permission or even our opinion before making these 
changes. How are we supposed to live with them?  The trick I believe is to not allow these changes -- 
good or bad, hurtful or helpful, or just amusing -- to distract us from our journey to the kingdom.  
We are called by God to be discerning, to weigh carefully what we need and what we simply want. 
And we are called to ask and search diligently those changes placed before us to determine which 
ones are transforming our lives and which are simply changing them.  And we always remember that 
there is one who doesnõt change, who walks with us in every season of lifeñno matter how easy or 
difficult. 
 
See you in church!   

Past˛ʞ Rʺˋ˔ʘ       
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Summer Adventures are here! Want to do some activities this summer with 
your Sunday School/confirmation classmates and church families?  
 
July 14, Thursday 4:30 ð 8:00 p.m.       Help serve dinner at First English  
July 15, Friday 6:00 p.m.ð9:00 a.m. Sat.   Pizza, Bowling, Lock-in at church                         

     Aug. 2, Tuesday 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.           Putt-putt at Youngõs Dairy Farm 
     Aug. 7, Sunday afternoon                              Eat at FLC then Swimming at Hilliard  

                                   Pool 
 
Womenõs Activities 
  
Womenõs Dinner - On Monday, July  25th, at 6:00 p.m.,  we will meet at 
church and carpool to Bennyõs Pizza, 968 Columbus Ave., in Marysville 

(937) 644-0881. Please sign up if youõre interested in attending and let Pastor Robin know if you 
need transportation (cell. 937-725-4930).   
 
Kroger Plus Fundraising Information:   DID YOU REMEMBER TO REGISTER OR RE-
REGISTER FOR THE 2016-17 YEAR? If you have problems registering your Kroger card for the 
Community Rewards Program, please contact Pastor Robin or the church office.  Thank you so much 
for participating in this fundraiser!  We receive checks quarterly and received over $1,300 last year!    
Also our youth continue their recycling fundraiser.  Thereõs a collection box in front of the office by 
the paper recycling bin and a smaller one in the narthex.   
 
Gluten Free Communion Wafers are available. If you have trouble with the regular 
communion wafers or with the bread served, please let Pastor Robin know. We do have gluten-free 
wafers available.   Large print bulletins are available for worship. Please ask the ush-
er for assistance.  
 
 
If anyone would like a home visit by Pastor Robin, please let Pastor Robin or Tracy 
know so we can get one scheduled.  It does not need to be a pastoral emergency...just an opportunity 
to get to know you better. 

 
 
Please welcome new member, Marie Scearce, to our congrega-
tion.  Marie is a first grade teacher at Asbury Elementary in Groveport Madison.  
She and her fianc®, Philip, a middle school social studies teacher, are to be married 
this fall. 
 
 
 

Attendance  Information 
  
    Date       Attendance             Date       Attendance                                         
                May 1   69     June 5   99 
    May 8       100     June 12  80 
    May 15   74     June 19  88 
    May 22   77     June 26  74 
    May 29   75 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=T1qPshURgSBV2M&tbnid=cPzkrOXkY24T2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theharvesterchurch.com%2Ffirst-time-visitors%2F&ei=chGGU6K-Go63yASogoHQCg&psig=AFQjCNFx3qnn6cTXH2MJuzL
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Fellowship Lutheran Church 
                                           2016 Graduates                                                                           
                    
                                 

Sarah Bear, RN, BSN  
Dec 2015 Graduate from Capital University.  She is currently working at River-
side Hospital, on the oncology floor.   
John DeVantier  
Graduated from Dublin Scioto High School on June 4, 2016. John is going to OSU 
to study engineering in the fall.   
Kate DeVantier  
Graduate from Wittenberg University with an English major and is attending 
University of Dayton in the fall to get her masters in English.  
Robert Hensley  
Will receive his Associateõs in Business Management from ITT on June 25, 2016.  
Robert is continuing on at ITT to get his Bachelorõs Degree in Business. 
Troy Hervey                                   
Graduate from Ohio Valley University, with a degree in English and Interdisci-
plinary Studies.  He has accepted a position as pitching coach for Salem Interna-
tional University in West Virginia.  His goal is to obtain a coaching position at 
a D1 college within the next 5 years.                                                                          
Megan Kochheiser                                                                                             
Graduate from Worthington Kilbourne High School.  She will attend the OSU 
School of Social Work in the fall.                                                                         
Andrew Magno                                                                                                     
Graduated summa cum laude from Dublin Scioto High School on June 4, 2016.  
He will be attending the Fisher College of Business, majoring in business admin-
istration, at The Ohio State University.  Andrew received an athletic scholar-
ship for baseball and will be playing on the Buckeye baseball team.  He hopes to 
play professional baseball in the future.              
Joey Nave                                                                                                         
Graduated from Dublin Scioto High School on June 4, 2016.  He plans to attend 
the University of Toledo and major in mechanical engineering.                       
Anna Oliver                                                                                                      
Graduated from Olentangy Liberty High School on  May 15th.   She plans to at-
tend cosmetology school.                              
Lauren Scantland                                                                                              
Completed 6 years of schooling at Saint Louis University in St Louis, MO, earn-
ing her Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science in 2014 and the degree of Doctor 
of Physical Therapy on May 14, 2016.                              
Mia Turnbull                                                                                       
Graduated from Worthington Kilbourne High School.  She will be attending the 
University of Cincinnati in the fall.   
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2016 Southern Ohio Assembly ñ Ruth Albert & Todd Engen 

Southern Ohio Synod Assembly ï June 4, 2016 
 
The synod assembly was held at Wittenberg University in Springfield, Ohio. 
 
Morning Session – Most of the morning session was taken up with introductions and greet-
ings of the various synodical personnel and greetings from others who were not present. 
Churches and pastors who were celebrating anniversaries were also recognized. Special 
recognition was given to Gabrielle Hudacek, Administrative Assistant to the Bishop. She has 
been with the office for 30 years. Ruth was working at the same building when she started 
this position. It was a joy to see her recognized. There were also videos from Presiding Bish-
op Elizabeth Eaton, who challenged us to grow, and Synodical Bishop Suzanne Darcy Dilla-
hunt, who reminded us to reach out to those in the neighborhoods around our churches. 
 
There were a small number of items to vote on at this assembly. There were two Synod 
Council positions to vote on, one of which had only one person running, so we only really 
had to vote on the one position. There was also a memorial to the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. This was to provide support to our military personnel, whether active du-
ty or retired. There were several revisions to the memorial, mostly to clarify specific word-
ing. To ensure they had an accurate count, we used the voting cards to signify whether we 
said yes, no, or were abstaining. Also of note is that there will not be an assembly in 2017 so 
that we might more fully participate as a church in the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther. 
 
Following this, we broke into two groups. One group went to lunch while the other had Bible 
study. We were fortunate to have lunch first. Pastor Robin and Ruth went on to the Bible 
study while Todd went to choir practice. The Bible study leader was Cheryl Peterson, a pro-
fessor from Trinity Lutheran Seminary. The first Bible passage was the shepherd’s story from 
Christmas, which was later used in worship. She challenged us to break paradigms that keep 
us from moving beyond our comfort zones. She had a series of statements that she talked 
about and asked us to think about in the coming days.  
 
Todd volunteered to sing in the choir for the Assembly worship and left the group to re-
hearse with the choir. The choir was directed by Pastor Beth Clothier, who has been to our 
congregation a few times as a supply pastor. The organist was Josh Brodbeck, from Trinity 
Lutheran in Upper Arlington. Most of the singers were also from Trinity. The makeup of the 
choir was unusual in that there was one woman, plus Pastor Beth, and about 10 men. Some 
modifications to the arrangements were required to accommodate the balance in voices. Af-
ter rehearsing and finding the arrangements for the worship service, the choir waited for the 
service to begin.  
 
The concluding event of the assembly was worship in Weaver Chapel. The chapel is large 
with a long, fairly narrow sanctuary. The acoustics lent themselves to a robust organ, and 
Josh did his part. David Fleischer would enjoy it there, too. The service was a fairly typical 
Lutheran liturgy and included a sermon by Bishop Dillahunt and communion. The more than 
300 attendees participated in the service and closed out the day.  
 
We thank Pastor Robin for driving to Springfield and back. We thank the church for paying 
for the registration and fees. 
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Vacation Bible School was a great success this year. We had a great staff of teachers, 
cooks, and helpers. Angela and Dianna Roll did a great job coordinating this year. 
Many thanks go out to them for doing such a great job. We also had a lot of assis-
tance from our older youth. Thanks to those youth who helped out. I am almost 
afraid to name specific people as I am afraid I will miss some. However, at the risk of 
missing someone, we'd like to thank Lorien Crispin, Mia Turnbull, Leah Anderson, 
Gwen and Abigail Cardimen, and Ryan Roll for helping out. It is great for our youth to 
pitch in and be involved in the education of our younger youth. Also thanks to our 
cooks and Benny's Pizza for our evening sustenance each day.   

 

A number of pictures from VBS were posted on Fellowship's Facebook page. If you 
haven't looked at our page lately, please check them out. You can see what a great 
event VBS was this year. 

 

Coming up in the fall will be Rally Day on Sunday, September 11, which is also Help-
ing Hands Sunday. The Sunday Schoolers will be doing some crafts to give to our lo-
cal police, fire and EMTs to go with their lunch. We are starting to assemble staff for 
Sunday School for next season, so if you are interested in teaching or helping with 
the office, please let one of the Board of Education know. 

 

Finally, the Hope Through Housing Farm Market is back this summer and will be out 
on our front lawn with their delicious locally grown produce on the 1st and 3rd Sun-
days of each month through the growing season. If you missed them on June 19, you 
missed some delicious sweet corn and the last sweet strawberries of the season. I 
am told that the peaches were also excellent. There should be sweet corn the rest of 
the summer, and melons, beans, cucumber, peppers, tomatoes, and more.  

 Education ñ Todd Engen, Director   
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Thursday Dinner at First English Lutheran Church 
 
 

ñ...for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me some-
thing to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,ò Matthew 25:35 NRS 

 
WHO?  Members & friends of Fellowship Lutheran Church 
WHAT? Serving dinner to members and neighbors of First English Lutheran Church 
WHERE First English Lutheran Church on Columbusô near east side, 1015 E. Main Street 
WHEN? Thursday, July 14, 2016, carpool leaves FLC at 4:30 PM sharp 
WHY?  To provide a healthy, balanced meal to some in our community who are in need 

 
Yes, it is that time again for Fellowship to reach out in partnership with First English Lu-
theran Church to serve the community around First English by providing a Thursday Din-
ner.  Many neighbors and friends of First English look forward to these weekly meals as a 
chance for fellowship with each other, as well as the opportunity for a hearty meal.   

 
Fellowship began this partnership two years ago and has stepped forward generously with 
time, effort and, yes, money to support this outreach.  Dave Bear will be providing the main 
meal once again, but we need your help in two ways: (1) provide home-baked cookies and/
or dessert bars (itôs been requested ï no peanuts please), and (2) come to First English on 
Thursday, July 14 to help serve the meal and visit with the guests.  More details and the sign
-up sheet to volunteer to either provide desserts or help at First English are on the bulletin 
board in the hallway. 

 
Thanks in advance for all of your support in this important mission. 
 

 
 

You can find more information about the Thursday Dinners at First English on 
the hallway bulletin board, or contact George Biemel   Phone: (614) 889-1562, 
email: gbiemel@columbus.rr.com . 
 

 

2nd Thursday, odd 
numbered months 

Our Time Commitments for 2016: 

 Thursday January 14        4:30-7:30 PM 

Thursday March 10           4:30-7:30 PM 

Thursday May 12              4:30-7:30 PM 

Thursday July 14               4:30-7:30 PM 

                                  Thursday September 8       4:30-7:30 PM 

                              Thursday November 10     4:30-7:30 PM 

First English Lutheran Church ñ  George Biemel 
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Outdoor Worship Service August 14 

On Sunday, August 14, we will hold our 4th annual outdoor service at Murphy Park in 
Powell.  This service represents collaboration between the Board of Worship and the 
Board of Evangelism and Fellowship, who assist with the picnic following the service. 
The FLC Band, directed by George Biemel, will provide music for our outdoor wor-
ship. 

The service will begin at 10:00 am at Murphy Park.  The park is just south of Powell 
Road, off Village Pointe Drive. Businesses facing Powell Road next to the park are 
Handel’s Homemade Ice Cream and the Old Bag of Nails Pub. A map showing the lo-
cation of the park is here.  

Please bring your own chair for the service.  

A picnic lunch will follow the worship service. The church will provide sandwiches and 
beverages, and we invite members planning to attend the lunch to bring sides, sal-
ads and desserts to share. 

 

******************************************************************** 

SPECIAL SUMMER MUSIC.  If you would like to share your musical talents during 
worship this summer, please contact Andrea Sumner after church or at 614-787-
5835/vetmedd2009@yahoo.com.  We welcome all musical talents to be shared, and 
will be glad to help you find a musical selection if you don’t have one in mind.  
THANK YOU for sharing your gifts with the congregation!  

 

 

 

 Worship ñ Mary McDaniel, Director   
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SOUTH SUDAN: A NEW CHURCH FOR A NEW NATION 
 
1 Kings 6:1 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the people of Israel came 
out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the 
month of Ziv, which is the second month, he began to build the house of the Lord. 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Lutheran Center and Clinic in South Sudan                 ELCA Mission Personnel Rev. Mawien           
   Architect's Drawing      Ariik and Ms. Awien Ariik at the construction site. 
 

South Sudan has recently gained independence from Sudan. Lutherans in South Su-
dan are doing as the Israelites did in the time of Solomon. The ELCA, in  partnership 
with other churches in the South Sudan Council of Churches, is working on a Luther-
an church in South Sudan. In addition to a place of worship, it would help to create 
peace and reconciliation of the remaining internal conflict between its many tribes. 
Many families have been displaced due to this conflict. Men and women, and youth  
flocking to the urban centers are seeking a place for trauma healing to become pro-
ductive workers and members of society.   

The ELCA through its Global Ministries program, with the support of ELCA members 
and congregations are working to raise $1,225,000 to establish the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church Africa Mission in South Sudan. The project includes building a new Lu-
theran Center and clinic in Juba, training mission leaders, conducting outreach pro-
grams and, ultimately, raising up an ethnically and culturally diverse church. In addi-
tion, based on an evangelism strategy found effective in other African nations, the 
Lutheran Center hopes to offer information technology and English-as-a-second-
language courses, contributing to youth employment.  

Work on the Lutheran Center and Clinic has begun as shown in the picture above. 
Soon, Lutherans in South Sudan will have a permanent church to worship, provide 
medical care, and all of the activities and functions of a new national church organi-
zation. The ELCA has two missionaries supporting this effort in Sudan, Rev. Mawien 
Ariik and The Rev. Wal Reat. 

For information on how you can help make this make this possible and establish the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church Africa Mission in South Sudan, please see:  
 
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/
Global_Ministries_South_Sudan.pdf 

 Mission Interpreter ñ Todd Engen   
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FOR OUR MEMBERS: 

Fritzi Bear 

Marvin Bear 

Brian Blair 

Bob Drake 

Barb Fisher 

Andy Lee 

Adam Lensenmayer 

Joshua Mott 

Jan Poland 

Angela Roll 

Mark Roll 

Martha Sampson 

Shawn Turnbull 

Katie Wahl 

 

 FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS: 

 

Ardy Anderson, Staci Wahl’s mother-in-law... 

Ann Attora, Liz Allen’s family friend... 

Lonnie Blair, Bryan Blair’s brother... 

Tracy DeGood, Jan Wilhelm’s friend… 

Melody Fisher,  Barb Fisher’s granddaughter... 

Joe Jankovich, Bridget Daniels’ cousin’s husband… 

Sue Lovett, Nancy Lensenmayer’s aunt... 

George Lude, Bill Lude’s brother… 

Paul McLeod, John McDaniel’s nephew… 

Keith McNeely, Barb Fisher’s friend… 

Matthew Neumeier, Fred Neumeier’s brother... 

Gary Petsche, Ruth Rankin’s brother…   

Olive Renner, Pastor Robin’s aunt…  

Laurie Rodeback, Andrea Sumner’s friend…  

Jane Rosh, former member... 

John Sagle, Andrea Sumner’s family friend…  

Joelle Smith, Liz Allen’s friend... 

George Sumner, Mike Sumner’s father… 

Nicole and family… 

Carol Ward, Barb Fisher’s mother... 

 

FOR OUR SHUT-INS: 

 

Lynn Brown, Debbie Bear’s mother  

Ruth Buck, Carol Jaeger’s mother 

Joan Clark, Susan Lee’s mother 

 

DEATHS: 

 

Cindy Miller, Paul Wargowsky’s friend’s wife 

Ronnie North, Staci Wahl’s cousin 

Chase Sharrett, Todd Daniel’s co-worker’s son 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Faith Family Our Prayers and Support for  . . . 

         July Birthdays 

 
July Anniversaries 

 
 

  

Happy Birthday to those celebrating birthdays 
this month! This list reflects the information we 
have in our computer at this time. We welcome 

your corrections and additions! 

 
 
 
   

 Erin Jaeger   7/02 
 Katie Rankin   7/03 
 Jason Hobbins  7/04 
 Suzann VanNasdale 7/04 
 Liz Allen    7/06 
 Carolyn Crispin  7/06 
 Diana Drake   7/06 
 Mike Raia   7/07 
 Andy Poland   7/08 
 Lorien Crispin   7/11 
 Amy Wargowsky  7/15 
 Fiona King   7/16 
 Paul Raia    7/16 
 Elijah Ortiz   7/21 
 Mark Roll    7/21 
 Taylor Engen   7/23 
 Cindy Frey   7/24 
 Mollie Estepp   7/25 
 Nina Capers   7/29 
              Jean Johnson   7/29 
              David Fleisher  7/30 
              Robert Hollenbach   7/30  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Larry & Marianne Wiech 7/01 
 Todd & Bridget Daniels 7/10 
 Mark & Diana Drake 7/16 
 David & Tracie Quinn 7/19 
 James & Becky Singeltary 7/19 
 Jesus & Brittney Marcano 7/20 
 Dave & Robin Anderson 7/22 
 Katy & Matt DeGraw 7/24 
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July 2016 Newsletter 

To involve people in a growing relationship with Jesus Christ  
by sharing the good news of God’s grace.  

through our fellowship in worship, study and service.  

To be a “called and gathered” family of faith 
whose members so fully experience the undeserved love of God 

that we are moved to express that same love of God. 
in our relationships with one another and our whole community . . . 

Our Vision: 

Our Mission: 

Fellowship Lutheran Church 
7350 Sawmill Road 
Columbus, OH  43235 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


