January 22 and 23, 2022
Third Sunday after Epiphany

Holy Communion
* stand -tkneel

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Distant Chimes Elizabeth T. VanWoert

* INVITATION TO CONFESSION
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as

the leader begins.

In Christ Jesus " we meet the God who knows our weakness
and bears the wounds of the world.

Therefore, let us be bold as we pray,

trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All pray together

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo.
Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has
become for us a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a past that we cannot change;
open to us a future in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more
in your likeness and image, through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

The presiding minister announces God's forgiveness with these words.
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins,

and restore us in his image,

to the praise and glory of his name,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*GREETING
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus Christ, and the abundant life of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment of your
people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that,
comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of Moses to them in
the public square. When they hear it, they weep for their sins and for the long years in exile, but Ezra
reminds them that the joy of the Lovd is their strength.

! All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the
scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LLORD had given to Israel.
*Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all
who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. “He read
from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence
of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were
attentive to the book of the law. >And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he
was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. *Then Ezra
blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifiing up their
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. *So
they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that
the people understood the reading.

?And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who
taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or
- weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. '°Then he said to them,
“Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom
nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the
LLORD is your strength.”

PSALM: Psalm 19

'The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,
and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork.
*One day tells its tale | to another,
and one night imparts knowledge | to another.



3 Although they have no | words or language,
and their voices | are not heard,
“their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends | of the world,
where God has pitched a tent | for the sun.
°It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to | run its course.
’It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of | it
again;
nothing is hidden from its | burning heat.
"The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple.
The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes.
“The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever;
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether.
'“More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb.
YBy them also is your ser- | vant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is | great reward.
“Who can detect one’s | own offenses?
Cleanse me from my | secret faults.
B Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion | over me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense.
'Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your
sight, '
(O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how intimately connected
we are in the church. For this struggling congregation in Corinth, Paul delivers a vital message of unity
that is a mark of the church ioday.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. **For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

“Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. '*If the foot would say,
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of
the body. ®And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that
would not make it any less a part of the body. !"If the whole body were an eye, where would the
hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? *But as it is,
God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 'If all were a single
member, where would the body be? 2°As it is, there are many members, yet one body. ' The eye
cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need
of you.” *On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,
*and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and
our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; **whereas our more respectable
members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the



inferior member, “*that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have
the same care for one another. *°If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member
is honored, all rejoice together with it.

“"Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. *And God has appointed in
the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of
healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. “*Are all apostles?
Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? **Do all possess gifts of healing? Do
all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? *'*But strive for the greater gifts.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
Alleluia. The people who sit in darkness have seen a great light; on those dwelling in a land
overshadowed by death, light has arisen. Alleluia.

*GOSPEL: Luke 4:14-21
Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the words of Isaiah,

he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission.

The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Luke, the 4™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'“Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him
spread through all the surrounding country, "He began to teach in their synagogues and was
praised by everyone.

*When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, '"and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:

18The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,

Yo proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” _

*'And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on him. *'Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing.”

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.



SERMON
*APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen,

The assembly kneels or sits.

+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church,
the world, and all that God has made.
Let us pray.

A brief silence,

You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word through the faithful
witness of your church. Send us out to bring your liberating good news to all people. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and beautiful bodies that
you have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales, and every creature in between, Sustain
species at risk of extinction. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in our society, nation, or
world, come quickly to reunite us into one body. Ease conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end
to war. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for people living in
poverty, people living with disability, those living with pain, or those living under oppression
(especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this congregation
(especially). Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value each person who enters into
worship and ministry among us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of salvation has now been
fulfilled, Tend to those who mourn (especially). Bring us together in your everlasting glory. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to
you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

*PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Chrrst
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with
you, " or similar words,

The assembly is seated.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

During this time, the table is set.

*OFFERING PRAYER



After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the following prayer.
Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God,
Sovereign of the universe.

You offer us new beginnings

and guide us on our journey.

Lead us to your table,

nourish us with this heavenly food,
and prepare us to carry your love
to a hungry world,

in the name of Christ our light,
Amen.

*DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory,

Hosanna in the highest,

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God.
Hosanna in the highest,



*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy God,

you alone are holy, you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:

beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness:

through the water; by night and day;

across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life;

near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen,

Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end.
Amen.

*LORD’'S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, et us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,



thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table,
come, see what God makes known for you.
Everyone is welcome at the Lord’s table.

COMMUNION

All are welcome to the Lord's Table. After the worship assistants have communed, the ushers will direct
the congregation to the aftar. Please take o glass as you come to the altar. Kneel (or stand) to receive the
bread and wine {or grape juice). Return to the pew by the center aisle after placing the empty gloss in the
tray held by an usher. Children and those who do not receive communion, may come forward for o
blessing.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

Amen.

*TABLE BLESSING

The presiding minister says a table blessing, and the assembly responds
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen,

* CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
All pray together

At last, Lord, your word of promise fulfilling,

you let your servant go forth in freedom and peace.
With my own eyes I have seen the salvation

you have prepared in the sight of all the peoples:

a light that will reveal you to the nations,

and the glory of your people Israel.



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assisting minister leads the folfowing prayer after communion.
Let us pray.

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus,

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.

As we have shared this feast of love,

strengthen us to share your love with all the world.

In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world,
*BLESSING

The God of hope

fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.
Amen.

*DISMISSAL

The minister may send the assembly into mission.
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior,
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE March Pontificale William Stickles

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #47229,

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Prayer Requests — Please email or call the church office with your prayer requests. First names
only will be used in our worship service that is livestreamed. You may give names to Pastor Eileen
prior to start of service. Please direct Pastoral care requests in the same way.

Pastoral Coverage -Please call Linda in the Church Office with your request.
UPDATES! Masks are required while in the building. Please remember to sign in.
Reminder: Hospital visits -The church is NOT informed when someone is in the hospital by the

hospital. The person hospitalized or a family member must call the church to let us know they want a
pastoral visit. If leaving a message on the answering machine, please remember to leave the hospital



name and the room number, Some hospitals will not give the room number to a visitor, expecting you to
know that.

Weekly Bulk Mailing of the Bulletin has stopped. The bulletin will continue to be posted on the website
and sent via an email blast. If you wish to continue to receive a paper copy of the bulletin, please call the
church office. We'd be more than happy to mail you a copy.

Attendance for January 16,2022 45 physically present, 119 views and 1 share as of January 18, 2022,

Sponsoring bulletins and flowers is a great way to honor a special event in your loved ones’ lives or to
remember a loved one who has died. (Please only two vases of flowers per week.) Flowers are now
$15.00 a vase. If flowers are not sponsored, this is an added cost to the church. The charts are on the
bulletin board for 2022.

In order that we are able to produce a list of people who were in the church during a certain service, if we
are requested to produce one, please remember to sign in upon entering the church prior to a service.
Thank you.

The church is starting a new program of checking on people who currently live alone. If any persons are
interested, or know of anyone interested, in receiving a daily check-in phone call, please contact the
office. We are also looking for any persons who would be interested in doing the calling,

Anyone who completed grades 1-12 that are interested in going to Bear Creek Camp in the
summer please contact Leah Mullins Bowman.

Souper Bowl Sunday will be observed at our church services on Saturday, February 12th and
Sunday, February 13th. We will be accepting both food items and monetary donations. The
monetary donations can be placed in the container in the narthex, which will be given to the
Pottsville Soup Kitchen. Food donations will be given to the Schuylkill Haven Food

Pantry. Thank you for your generosity and thoughtfulness.

ADDITIONAL STATISTICAL SUMMARY FROM WEEK OF 1-9-2022:

Synod/ELCA Benevolence $5.00
Local Benevolence $35.00
Current $116.00
Initial $9.00
Disaster Relief $100.00
Total Received $265.00
STATISTICAL SUMMARY FROM LAST WEEK:
Synod/ELCA Benevolence $67.00
Local Benevolence $203.25
Current $2944.71
Capital Building $20.00
Initial $30.00
Disaster Relief $2050.00
Plate $2.00

Total Received $5316.96




"THE WEEK AT A GLANCE"

Today: 8 and 10:30 am Holy Communion Service

9:15 am Sunday School

Monday: 10 am Prayer Shawl

Saturday: 5 pm Holy Communion

Next Sunday: 8 and 10:30 am Holy Communion Service
9:15 am Sunday School

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Mon: Psalm 119:89-96; Jeremiah 36:1-10; 1 Corinthians 14:1-12
Tues: Psalm 119:89-96, Jeremiah 36:11-26; 2 Corinthians 7:2-12
Wed: Psalm 119:89-96; Jeremiah 36:27-32; Luke 4:38-44
Thu: Psalm 71:1-6; 2 Chronicles 34:1-7; Acts 10:44-48
Fri: Psalm 71:1-6; 2 Chronicles 35:20-27; Acts 19:1-10
Sat: Psalm 71:1-6; 2 Chronicles 36:11-21; John 1:43-51

ASSISTING AT WORSHIP

Greeter: 8 am Eva Waldman

10:30 am Troy Hollenbach, Logan Rollman

Acolyte: S pm

Crucifer: 5 pm

10:30 am

Lector: 8 am Brian Staller 10:30 am Harry Schwenk

Ushers: 8 am Brian Staller

10:30 am Mike Troxell, Troy Hollenbach

Counting Team: Earl Paxson, Brian Staller

Council Greeter: 5 pm Wendy Reber 8 am Jennie Raudenbush
10:30 am Matt Platt

Communion Assistants: 5 pm Wendy Reber 8 am Jennie Raudenbush
10:30 am Matt Platt

Church Office Hours: 9 am - 3pm Monday - Friday
Office closed for lunch 12 pm until 12:30 pm
Church Telephone 570-754-7350
www.SummerHillLutheran.org — Church’s website
Facebook: St Paul Lutheran Church, Summer Hill
Student Loan Committee email:

stpaulsummerhill. studentloan@gmail.com

The Rev. Eileen Smith LeVan, interim pastor ~ 530-802-0925
Email: stpaulsummerhill.pastor@gmaif.com

Matthew Hayes, Director of Music 4384-794-7902
Email: stpaulsummerhill. music@gmail.com

Linda Angstadt, Church Secretary 570-754-7350
Email: stpaulsummerhill@gmail.com

Cindy Brown, Pavilion Sexton 570-345-1279

Eva Waldman, Church Sexton/Treasurer 570-754-7350



Keep in your prayers: Richard Paxson, Dennis Ryan, Ron Boris, Jr., Gary & Shirley
Krammes, Irene Peiffer, Arlene Lickman, Betty Freeman, Thelma Brensinger, Chester
Johnson, Shirley Fessler, Barbara Pennypacker, Angie Lewis, Mark Fidler, Hayley
Moyer, Helen Runkle, Fleanor Jamison, Adam Brink, Glenn & Linda Curtis, Atlene
Moyer, Charles Wernert, Stephen Curtis, Brayden Crews, John Strauch, Jr., Dianna
Curry, Fern Staller, Rosemary Meade, Tyler Boland, Ray Yeich, David Axtt, Greg
Phillips, Gaylene Ebling, Connie Klinger, Stacey Rao, Betty Strauch and John Strauch, Sr., Helen Miller,
Nancy Vargas, Jerry Heffleger, Kathy Robinson, Beverly Trumbo, Irma Fessler, Dennis Loy, and Robert
& Joyce Zeledonis. Those serving in the military: Brandon Felty, Karen Hall, Tyler Weller, Edward
Hossler, Nick Lentz, Jake Schaeffer, Scott Aungst, Tyler Wolfe, Michael Hamilton, Kristian Svenson,
Mark Weinus, Jr., Justin Weller, Jeremy Weaver, Cameron Lutz, Stephanic Boyer, and Brad Renninger.



