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Save The Date: August 23rd
Legends of Auto Event
in Monterey, CA-During Classic
Car Week

by Bill McCallum
Legends of Auto started out
as an idea 10 years ago and has
grown to become one of the most
unique auto events in the auto
industry. Our event honors those
individuals who have significantly helped advance the auto
industry. (see - www.legendsofauto.com)
Legend of Auto honorees
represent: auto executives, enthu-

siasts & celebrities; auto racers &
schools; automotive designers,
event chairmen, museums &
media; car collectors & auction
owners; new car dealership
groups and the aftermarket auto
industry.
A SPECIAL THANKS to the
entire Boeckmann family (Galpin
Auto Group) for helping grow
our event over the years during
LA Auto Show Press Week. We
hope to see you at this years event
in Monterey, CA on August 23rd

Legends To Be Honored
•
•
•
•
•

Tom duPont - Founder duPont Registry Magazine
Ken Lingenfelter, CEO - Lingenfelter Co.
Keith Martin - Founder Sports Car Market Mag.
Barry Meguiar - Founder Meguiar Car Care Co.
Steve Saleen, CEO - Saleen Motor Co.
(current Legends will also be honored)
SEE: www.legendsofauto.com

2018 Chevrolet Equinox (photo Auto News - See Page 13)
by Bill McCallum
When it comes to the 2018
Chevrolet Equinox, Chevrolet said it best in their product
release.
“The all-new 2018 Equinox is
nothing less than the perfect balance between design and technology.”
The Equinox offers a trio of
turbo charged engines that deliver
the performance and efficiency
you need for the daily drive
or a weekend get-a-way. The

advanced safety technologies
on the 2018 Equinox can help
enhance your confidence on any
road.
New exterior features include:
• power adjustable heated exterior mirrors with integrate turn
signal indicators
• wrap-around lighting
• panoramic power sunroof
• chromed dual-outlet exhausts
New technology features
include:
• My Chevrolet Mobile AP and

the Apple Car Play Compatibility
System
Eight new safety features
include:
• low speed forward automatic
breaking and forward collision
alert.
The 2018 Chevrolet Equinox
we tested was powered with a 1.6
L Turbo-Diesel delivering 39 EPA
MPG on the highway with a range
of up 577 miles on a full tank of
gas. I recommend a test drive in
the 2018 Chevrolet Equinox.

A Road Trip in a 2018 Hyundai Sante Fe
Sport 2.0L To End All Road Trips...!

For Additional Information Contact:
bill@legendsofauto.com

Dave Kunz, Legends MC (rt) presents Corky Coker (ctr)
with Legends Award alongside his friend Barry Meguiar

2018 Hyundai Sante Fe in Reno, Nevada (photo Auto News) See Story on Page 6
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Time To Get
Driverless Cars Off
Public Highways

2019 Volvo
XC40
“test drive”

Joyce Covers
2018 Oscar
Events

Western Automotive
Journalists (WAJ)
Track Day

Kia Forte
EX
“test drive”

Bill McCallum
editor

Art Gould
feature editor

Joyce Chow
entertainment editor

Ed Barrett
feature writer

Scot McCallum
“Green Car Guy”

After the recent death of a pedestrian in Tempe, AZ by a driverless
car the story was featured in three
national daily newspapers (USA
Today, Wall Street Journal, New
York Times). The USA Today
headline was PEDESTRIAN’S
DEATH RENEWS DEBATE
OVER DRIVERLESS CARS.
“There was also another death in
a driverless car accident in Northern, CA the week of 3/25/18”.
While the loss of a life in any
accident is a tragedy the promoters of the driverless car concept
say “..... compare the death to
the thousands killed on our highways each day.” This logic might
make sense except for one thing.
The promoters of the driverless
car concept claim the cars will
be ACCIDENT FREE. I repeat
ACCIDENT FREE. At this point
in time that’s NOT TRUE.
On May 12,2017 the Sacramento Bee in their story “SELFDRIVING CARS ARE ON A
ROLL-AND SOME TIMES
CRASHING”
reported
five
crashes in Calif. the first 4 months
of 2017. The Calif. DMV also
listed 30 reported crashes in Calif.
since 2015. After this report and
other reports the state of Calif.
banned the testing of driverless cars on Calif. Highways.
As a result automakers moved
their testing of driverless cars
on public highways to Arizona.
Most recently Calif. bowed to
pressure and reversed their ban

Following in the tire tracks of
the larger Volvo SUVs, this small
luxury SUV enters the lineup in
one of the most competitive segments in the auto industry.
The small premium crossover
market has taken manufacturers
and consumers by storm, all but
abandoning the mid size sedans
that built the transportation business.
The XC40 is offered in three
trim levels.
Starting with
Momentum, this version is priced
at $33,200 and is standard with
front wheel drive. Add all wheel
drive for $2,000 and you have
the base levels of the new XC40.
Standard equipment includes
leather seating, leather wrapped
tilt and telescopic steering wheel,
power tailgate with programmable height adjustment and eight
way power driver’s seat. Rear
park assist camera is not only
helpful but a notable safety item.
R-Design is the next level of
luxury found on the new XC40.
$35,700 is for the front wheel
drive version with the all wheel
drive priced at $2,000 additional
charge. R-Design features a black
contrasting roof along with black
accents throughout the exterior.
Nappa leather is found on the
seating area as well as the steering wheel.
Following close behind the
other two trim levels will be the
Inscription trim level. Highlighted by a laminated panoramic

Frances McDormand’s Best
Actress Oscar® being stolen was
one of the biggest headlines from
the 90th Academy Awards®. It
was the coldest Oscar® Sunday
I remember and was expected to
be the final award show of what
had become the #MeToo movement season represented by the
color black being the notable
fashion color at the Golden
Globes and white roses for the
Grammys. By the time Oscars®
arrived, #MeToo turned into the
#TimesUp movement to stop
sexual harassment in an industry
where the lack of diversity made
headlines.
“It was wonderful to see more
diversity with the Oscars®. I’m
feeling like we are moving forward to a positive change and
embracing each others’ talent”
noted actress Blanca Blanco,
who is one of the most watched
on the red carpet for her distinctive red carpet style.
Award season is a time of
reunion and celebration for the
entertainment season. You never
know who will come out besides
the Oscar® nominees during the
week.
Daniel Craig’s personal Aston
Martin, a stunning ‘Centenary

It’s spring again, and that
means Media Days, for the
Western Automotive Journalists
(WAJ). This is the event that the
membership waits for all year.
What makes it so special is that
it offers the WAJ members a
chance to drive a wide range of
2018 vehicles on country roads,
an off-road course or on a race
track. This is a terrific opportunity for these journalists, who
report on autos in newspapers,
magazines, on radio, TV, as well
as on the web.
This year’s event started in
light rain on March 20th, at the
Tides Hotel near Monterey, California. Journalists scrambled in
the parking lot to find the perfect
car to drive to the staging point,
the iconic Quail Lodge in Carmel
Valley. At the Quail, WAJ members had more than fifty vehicles
to choose from. Some opted to
hone their skills maneuvering
four-wheel-drive vehicles on the
off-road course, while others
stayed on pavement, driving
either of two fantastic routes on
the Monterey peninsula. The rain
did little to dampen the enthusiasm of the WAJ group.
Sports cars, such as the Alfa
Romeo Giulia, the BMW M5 and

I’ve driven and written about
several Kia models over the
years, and the Kia Forte EX
really impressed me recently.
There are a number of features
and performance related items
to mention, and I really enjoyed
some of the creature comforts.
The Forte’s 2.0 liter Gas Direct
Injection 4 cylinder engine delivers enough power while offering
33 MPG on the Highway. Safety
has always been a Kia trademark,
and the Forte offers a full compliment of features to include:
front, side, and curtain airbags;
Traction and Electronic Stability Control (TCS, ECS); Vehicle
Safety Management (VSM) and
Hill-start Assist Control (HAC).
Overall the Forte’s handling and
feel was fantastic on a couple of
our touring trips.
My family and I really enjoyed
the interior comfort and convenience features. First, there are
wing windows in the front doors
that really enhance visibility and
safety. The Forte’s drink receptacles and storage areas for driver
and passengers were really nice.
The trunk is spacious, there’s
plenty of leg room even if you are
tall, and overall the look and feel
of the controls for the driver are

continued on page 12
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2018 Audi TT
Coupe as much
Fun as it Looks

2018 Subaru
Crosstrek
“test drive”

2019 Ram
1500 Test Drive
Review

Millennial
Car Purchases
On The Rise

Rolex Renews
Sponsorship of Monterey
Motorsports Reunion

David Schmidt
feature writer

Sally Hanson
travel editor

Howard Elmer
truck writer

Jordan Williams
millennial writer

Chris Chung
motorsports writer

The 2018 Audi TT is the third
generation of the 2+2 coupe and
convertible. The major difference in this generation over the
last: this is a true Grand Touring
machine.
It’s the TT’s looks that most
clearly tell that this isn’t the same
car as the previous generation.
Unfortunately, that car looked
better than it performed, being
somewhat of a boulevardier. It
wasn’t particularly fun to drive
until Audi did create a hot-rod
version.
But this new TT is sleek, and
almost mean looking. The car
seems lower and wider with little
of the cuteness of its predecessor. What I find interesting is that
the car, while looking aggressive, also seems to have no sharp
edges. Those almost seems contradictory.
The flowing lines of the car
leap from its rather powerful
face, focused very much on the
huge Audi family grille which is
wider and thinner on the TT. Then
those lines seem to flow like they
were designed by a wind tunnel,

After spending a few days
driving the 2018 Subaru Crosstrek on roads that are known
for their poor conditions when
severe winter storms roll in, it
became very obvious why we see
so many Subarus around town,
on the highways and heading for
the hills to have fun in the snow.
We took to the road to visit
Olympic National Park in the
winter season. Hurricane Ridge
is the most easily accessed mountain area within the park. Named
for the force of the winds on the
mountain, Hurricane Ridge is
located 17 miles south of Port
Angeles, Washington, at the end
of the Hurricane Ridge Road.
We traveled the road from near
sea level to the alpine destination
which is almost a mile in elevation.
The climb of almost 5200
feet was effortless for the 2018
Subaru Crosstrek. The revised
2.0- liter four cylinder boxer
engine with direct fuel injection
was nicely paired with the new
6-speed manual transmission.
The Crosstrek had ample power

It’s been quite a while since we
saw a new generation of the Ram
pickup truck. But now that it has
dropped it’s obvious that this is a
serious makeover – this truck is
poised to continue its conquest of
new customers – something it’s
been doing steadily since its Big
Rig styling was first introduced
in 1994.
This Ram, now in its second
incarnation (since the Ram brand
went stand-alone in ’09), has
plainly stuck with its key design
elements. But, they have made
enough changes to the metal to
bring the design forward and
differentiate it from the previous

has an updated Ram’s head logo on
a new RAM grille – one seen only
on the Rebel last year. It is now the
standard - the cross-hair bars are
now gone. Lights are thinner and
elongated – and three illumination
packages will be offered. The beltline and overall body shape can

Millennial car purchases are
on the rise and that all important Millennial buyer is ready to
buy when they visit a dealership,
right now their preferred place of
purchase.
Not so long ago, it had been
said that the auto industry was
not sure what to expect from
this younger generation of car
consumers because they delayed
buying a car in favor of transportation options such as their parents’ cars, or Uber and Lyft. However, a few years have passed,
it’s a new and stronger economy
and as this generation begins real
entree into the workforce, Millennials are now buying cars in
large numbers, second only to
Baby Boomers, or their grandparents’ generation.
In fact, Millennials bought 4
million cars in 2016/2017 and
surveys detail that up to 91% of
Millennials select vehicles in
large part for their commutes or
recreational purposes. California,
the country’s largest car market,
has the largest Millennial share of
the new car market at 28%. Mil-

The Sports Car Racing Association of the Monterey Peninsula and County of Monterey are
pleased to announce that Rolex
Watch U.S.A. is extending its
title sponsorship of the Rolex
Monterey Motorsports Reunion.
Rolex has been a respected
sponsor of the internationallyacclaimed event since 2010 when
it was renamed the Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion.
“Rolex has been a valued
partner for many years and we
appreciate their support and commitment to the sport of historic
racing,” commented Gill Campbell, senior vice president of
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca.
“With the Rolex team’s guidance, the Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion continues to be
recognized as one of the most
respected events of its kind in
the world and a cornerstone of
the Monterey Classic Car Week.
And for participants, the Rolex
Drivers Club provides a relaxed
respite and is one of the highlights of the weekend.”
Each August, tens of thousands

continued on page 10
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is a serious
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makeover
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GM’s luxury brand Cadillac
launched the Cadillac CT6 full size
sedan in 2016 as its flagship model.
Its purpose and goal was to serve
as meaningful competition for the
trio of Teutonic luxury sedans –
Audi, BMW and Mercedes-Benz.
The 2018 Cadillac CT6 is
offered in four levels of trim – the
base CT6, Luxury CT6, Premium
Luxury CT6 and the top of the line
Platinum CT6. A plug-in Hybrid
joined the lineup in 2017 initially
focused on California, along with
a few other states.
At launch the CT6 offered three
direct-injected engines, from the
265-horsepower 2.0-liter turbo-4
through a naturally aspirated
335-hp 3.6-liter V-6 and up to the
star of the line, a 404-hp 3.0-liter
twin-turbo V-6. All engines transmitted power to the rear wheels
through an 8-speed automatic,
with all-wheel drive as a V6 model
option.
For 2018, the CT6 adds a semiautonomous SuperCruise adaptive
cruise control option that allows
hands-off driving in specific
driving scenarios. Other changes
are minor, including the addition
of gas and brake pedal operation
to the Park Assist feature.
The Cadillac CT6 Combines
a distinctive simplistic, elegant,
less angular design with a lightweight body, excellent handling
and road holding attributes, The
CT6 weighs about the same as
Cadillac’s CTS sedan, but is 8.5
inches longer. The bigger CT6
stretches the sheet metal over the
longer, low, broad-shouldered,
and muscular body, incorporating
straight edges and flatter surfaces
rather than arcs in a form that
blends the long hood with the high
shoulder and expressive 20-inch
wheels. Up front the CT6, displays
a broad grille with distinctive
textured cross-hatching and the
large, prominent Cadillac crest.
Moving into the cabin there’s
a balance of luxury and functionality, without the excess of its
SUV sibling, the Escalade. Satin
chrome and stained wood trim with
delicate carbon-fiber accents, and
supple leather seating. The interior
ambience is expertly crafted and
comfortable.
In the safety department, ABS
disc brakes, traction and stability
control, front seat side airbags,
front knee airbags and side curtain
airbags are all CT6 standard fare,
as is a rearview camera, OnStar
with auto crash notification,
on-demand roadside assistance,
remote door unlocking and stolen
vehicle assistance.
My test 2018 Cadillac CT6 came
in Platinum trim and the AWD
configuration, powered by the 404
horsepower, 3.0-liter twin-turbo
V6. The exterior finish was Satin
Steel metallic, with the interior
done in sumptuous Jet Black
leather.. The base price was set
at $88,295. The final tally came

ABB FIA Formula E Championship by revealing its concept
livery at the Geneva Motor Show.
Nissan are the first Japanese auto
maker to join Formula E.

the only brand to tout a new edition was Ram 1500 with a new
rendering of the 2019 Texas Lone
Star edition. Most brands were
talking about cars and SUV’s.

2018 Cadillac
Nissan to Enter A Report from the
CT6 Platinum Formula E Racing Dallas Auto Show
Nissan has taken the next steps
No surprise, Dallas Fort Worth
Test Drive Report toward
its debut in the all-electric is a big truck market but this year

continued on page 7

continued on page 16

continued on page 9

Monika Benesova
european writer

Zach McCallum
college correspondent

A 2,600 Mile
Adventure on
the PCT Trail

What College
Students Think
of their Cars

I am going to be writing a
column for Global Auto News
starting with the next issue. In
the column I will be reporting on
current and historical events as

As a first year student at Montana State I am the new COLLEGE CORRESPONDENT. I
will be reporting on what vehicles
(new & used) college students
drive in the next issue. First Story -

continued on page 16
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Ads Expire:

Fewer than 20 Renault AI
35/45 HP Runabouts were
produced, and four of the five
remaining 1907 racers – often
called
simply
“Vanderbilt
Renaults” – graced the 18th fairway at the 2017 Pebble Beach
Concours d’Elegance.
A bit of history: Founded in
1899, Renault soon emerged as
a force to be reckoned with in
racing. The marque won multiple early city-to-city races
throughout Europe, including
the 1902 Paris-to-Vienna race,
where Marcel Renault finished
first in his unassuming 16 HP car.
The petite Renault beat several
more established marques that
had over four times the horsepower and arguably more prestige. Renault’s pedigree was later
cemented by several additional
wins, most notably that of the
first French Grand Prix race, in
1906. These races put Renault
on the radar of racing enthusiasts worldwide–and one stateside
multimillionaire in particular.
As Renault was gaining in success, William Kissam Vanderbilt
Jr. was making his own mark on
racing history. The Vanderbilt
heir, often called simply “Willie
K.,” won or placed in a number
of early races, and while competing, he also witnessed several
Renault victories. He had participated in the 1902 Paris-to-Vienna
race, but the grueling 645 miles

of gasoline-fueled adrenalin
destroyed his 60 HP Mors racer
long before the halfway mark,
while Renault’s endurance car
pushed ahead for the win. Seeking to establish a major race
in the United States, Willie K.
would go on to found the Vanderbilt Cup in 1904. It was canceled
initially after a spectator died in
1906, and in an effort to save his
Euro-inspired experiment, Willie
K. created the Long Island Motor
Parkway, solving the safety issue
for spectators and establishing
what is now considered to be the
first U.S. Highway.
Vanderbilt’s obsession with
Renault was confirmed by their
Grand Prix win with the Type
AK race car, featuring a 13-liter,
90-horsepower engine. It is often
said that “Willie K.” requested
that a scaled down version be
built for enthusiast racers, giving
birth to the 35/45 HP Runabout.
At least one early record seems
to slightly contradict this, stating
that the car was “specially built
for Maurice Bernin for racing in
the Vanderbilt Cup race of 1906,
but it did not race because it was
not competitive enough.” In any
case, it is known that Willie K.
was among the first to purchase
one of these specially built Runabouts, and he soon became
the face of the “Little Renault”
in a series of ad campaigns by
Renault’s New York distribu-

May 31st

Photo courtesy of Bob Brown and Kimball Studios

Driverless Cars Should Not
Be Tested on Public Highways
continued from page 2

on testing driverless cars on Calif.
Highways. BOTTOM LINE:
“Driverless cars should not be

tested on any public highway in
the U.S. until they are proven to
be accident free, no matter how
long it takes.”

250 New & Pre-owned In Stock!

445 East Pacific Coast Highway, Newport Beach, CA 92660
Tel   949/673-0900 • Fax  949/673-6079
Toll 800/423-7077
www.newportautocenter.com

tor. This resulted in this Renault
being forever associated with the
prestigious Vanderbilt name.
The Vanderbilt Renault embodies an era of racing marked by
iconic drivers and equally iconic
race cars. The 2017 Pebble
Beach Concours d’Elegance was
honored to reunite these spectacles of racing history. Our sincere thanks to the museums and
individuals who brought these
cars to share with others here:
Robert Kauffman, the Owls
Head Transportation Museum,
the Price Museum of Speed, and
the Frederick A. Simeone Foundation. Also present was a copy
of the Renault Paris-to-Vienna
Racing Voiturette shown by the
National Automobile Museum
(The Harrah Collection)

Shell Joins CaFCP
Executive Board
At the California Fuel Cell
Partnership public meeting, Shell
was invited to become a member
of CaFCP’s executive board.
Shell is the first energy company
to join the board. Shell and its
affiliates within the Shell Group
of Companies are taking part
in various initiatives to encourage the adoption of hydrogen as
a transport fuel. Shell currently
operates two hydrogen refueling
stations in California.

AUTO NEWS® BYTES
‘2D or Not 2D’ seminar reveals graphene
promise is ready to be delivered, transforming many areas of technology as engineers
learn how to design with the new material

• A material first isolated using sticky tape could transform the capabilities of everything from aircraft and electric cars to wind turbines and
fire protection
• 200 times stronger than steel, flexible, tough, transparent and a
superconductor
• Top specialists meet to discuss likely impact of first 2D material
A material discovered using sticky tape to pull flakes from a lump of
graphite is ready to transform almost every area of technology, from aircraft and electric cars to wind turbines and batteries. Often described as
a wonder material because of properties that include strength 200 times
higher than steel while also being flexible, transparent and a superconductor, graphene has been in R&D since its first isolation at The University of Manchester in 2004.
“Being just one atom thick, single layer graphene is the first and only
two dimensional material that we are currently able to isolate and work
with,” explains Ian Constance, chief executive of the Advanced Propulsion Centre. “But despite vast global interest and funding from governments, academic institutions, investors and industry, so far it has only
been used in specialist, and niche products. When are we going to see
graphene deliver the promise and begin to transform the products that
surround us? And what needs to be done to make it happen?”
To answer these questions, the APC and Innovate UK brought leading
specialists to the home of graphene where they were asked ‘2D or Not
2D’.
“We learnt that materials development is a lot like other areas of technology development,” says Constance. “The APC is funded by government to help low emissions powertrain innovation bridge the gap from
research to commercialisation, helping innovators with the challenging
industrialization stage that is often known as the Valley of Death. Today
we learnt that graphene is about to embark on the next phase of its journey and is ready for rapid adoption.”
Learning to design with graphene
Professor of Materials Science Ian Kinloch of The University of Manchester set the scene by stating that the challenge is to move from perfect
laboratory samples to perfect bulk materials on an industrial scale. Commercial supply will allow graphene to be used in many ways, of which
mixing with plastic (such as epoxy) is showing the greatest potential.
“Graphene-plastic composites could be used to replace metals in the
manufacture of aircraft and cars, making them lighter and more fuel efficient. Graphene can make plastics conductive, so can be used to protect
carbon fibre aircraft wings against lightning strikes and prevent sparks
from static electricity in the fuel lines and tanks of vehicles,” Professor
Kinloch told the delegates gathered in the university’s beautiful arts-andcrafts-style Whitworth Hall. “It can be used to enable cost-saving materials substitution and a whole host of other applications, most of which
have not even been thought of.”
Jacqui Murray of Innovate UK, took up the theme by highlighting
the need for a step change in engineers’ understanding of new materials. “Engineers are understandably cautious, especially in sectors like
automotive and aerospace where issues like fatigue and repairability
are safety critical. They are comfortable with traditional materials and
quickly embrace each new evolution,” she explained. “This creates a
barrier to the adoption of new materials that need to be overcome if we
are to achieve the step change we need in areas like weight reduction that
are so important to both product performance and for the environment.”
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2019
Dodge
Ram1500
Test Drive
Review
by
Howard
Elmer
continued from page 3
only be described as slippery and
is visually pleasing. But, happily,
this truck features much more
than sheet metal changes – it has
addressed a laundry list of issues
and wants that customers have
spent the last nine years compiling.
To start with - the new aluminum
tailgate finally gets a damping
feature as well as an internal
lift assist; and it drops using the
keyfob or internal switch. This
along with the aluminum hood
(a fixture since ’09) and several
new aluminum components have
reduced the chassis weight by 225
lb. Though it’s lighter it actually
is bigger; with the overall length
stretched by 4-inches and the bed
height raised by an inch and a half.
Payload capacity on the new Ram
is now 2,300 lb and a maximum
tow limit of 12,700 lb.
Powertrain choices remain
virtually the same with the 3.6L
V6 Pentastar (305hp and 269 lb-ft
of torque) being the base engine
and the big power being delivered
by the 5.7L Hemi V8 (395hp and
410 lb-ft of torque). These are
both coupled to an automatic
eight-speed transmission, same
as the current truck. What is new
is some fuel efficiency gains realized by the use of a mild hybrid
system that adds the torque of an
electric motor to acceleration. In
the case of the V6 the belt-driven
generator adds 90 lb-ft of launch
torque while the V8 Hemi gets a
130 lb-ft jolt off the line.
Inside the new 12-inch touch
screen dominates the centre stack.
It’s driven by the fourth-generation
Uconnect system that incorporates, NAV, cameras, HVAC,
infotainment and it now also offers
Wifi. Another inclusive option is
the harman/kardon 900 watt audio
system driving 19 speakers and a
10-inch subwoofer in the truck.
Ram Box continues to be
offered, however it gains an
internal 115V plug and in-box
lighting. The 2019 Ram 1500 will
get four new colors, including the
first use of Tri-coat paint with
Ram: Billet Metallic, Ivory White
Tri-coat, Patriot Blue Pearl, and
Diamond Black Crystal Pearl.
There will also be a choice of
sixteen new wheel designs available in 18-inches up to 22-inch
diameter.

2018 Mercedes-Benz E400 Coupe Test Drive A Road Trip
Two-door hardtop Coupes are arrangement and resemble jet tur- V8s – especially in the Drive
seen infrequently these days, bines. A warm, selectable multi- mode selector’s Sport + selec- from Sacramento
particularly at the price point of color glow appears beneath the tion, which for some may be
the Mercedes-Benz E400 Coupe. bright trim strip separating the a little too aggressive. Not to to Reno and
This means that there are no “B” dash’s two panels and just above worry, there’s also a Comfort
pillars, and with front and rear the center stack’s supplemental mode which is smoother, a Sport Back in a 2018
windows down, there is a stylish controls and storage compart- mode for enhanced performance,
opening from the “A” to “C” ment. A long storage space is but not to the extreme and, an
pillar or sail panel, where the roof positioned under the dual-door Individual mode for customiz- Hyundai Sante Fe
able settings. The car’s 0-60 mph
flows gracefully and smoothly armrest.
The E400 Coupe is a show- time is a reasonable 5.2 seconds, Sport with FWD
into the short rear deck with an
integrated lip spoiler. There is a case for comfort and conve- with a 130 mph electronically
small quarter window panel aft
that could be eliminated for a
totally clean opening.
A 3.0L, DOHC, 24-valve, biturbo V6 engine equipped with ECO
Start/Stop is the power source
for all E400s. The potent turbocharged V6 delivers 329 horsepower in a range from 5,260-6,000
rpm, while producing 354 lb-ft
of torque from 1,600-4,000 rpm.
The engine gears its motive force
to the driving wheels through a
9G-TRONIC 9-speed automatic
transmission with steering wheel
mounted paddle shifters.
In terms of its visual appeal,
the 2018 E-Class Coupe displays
alluring styling with its attractive proportions, simplistic, yet
elegant lines and sensual organic
forms. Examples - the large Mercedes Star emblem centered in the
bold, radiating diamond-block
grille; the iconic Mercedes-Benz
hood “power domes” (first seen on
the 1954 300 SL Gullwing sports
car), and distinctive crystal-like
tail lamps are unique styling cues
that enhance the new E400 Coupe
in addition to the bright finished
elliptical exhaust outlets.
The cabin provides a classic
4-seat layout with premium materials borrowed from the S-Class,
creating a sporty, modern luxury
aura. The standard central 12.3inch high-resolution COMAND
display can be augmented by
a second, optionally available
12.3-inch widescreen instrument
cluster that is merged under a
single glass panel, producing a
singular screen effect.
Slide into the driver’s seat
and you’re greeted by a dash
that sweeps eloquently across its
entire width and into the front
door panels. The TFT instrumentation appears in two sections.
Air vents are symmetrical in their

nience features as well as safety
and security fare, along with an
extensive inventory of connectivity and infotainment touches.
Optionally available is the extensive roster of Driver Assistance
technologies that first bowed in
the 2017 E-Class Sedan.
My test 2018 Mercedes-Benz
E400 Coupe was the 4MATIC
version. The exterior finish was
Lunar Blue metallic, while the
interior was executed in Saddle
Brown and Black leather tones
with the disigno® treatment,
A stunning gorgeous
“two-door
hard top
”

featuring Piano Black lacquer
Flowing Line Wood trim accents.
The base suggested retail price
was set at $61,400., while the
final tally came to $86,685.
after factoring in the Paint and
Trim, 19” AMG Sport 5-twinspoke alloy wheels shod with
high performance tires, rear
side airbags, Multicontour front
seats with a massage function
and feature as well a heating
and ventilation, AIR BODY
CONTROL air suspension, PO3
Premium 3 Package with a host
of driver assistance, convenience,
and connectivity features, RBU
Warmth and Comfort Package,
321 AMG Line and Destination
and Delivery charge.
SUMMARY:
The
2018
Mercedes-Benz E400 4MATIC
Coupe provides a fitting, elegant
and luxurious mode of transport
for the discerning man or woman
that is surpassed only if you’re
partial to open cars, by its stablemate E400 Cabriolet.
The 329 horses put out by
the 3.0-liter biturbo V6 delivers
performance equivalent to many

limited top speed.
Handling attributes register on
the sporty and responsive scale
with a spot-on steering feel. The
E400 is remarkably stable, with
no excessive body roll, and the
ride quality is tunable to one’s
personal preference through the
Drive Mode Select feature.
For genuine audiophiles, the
Burmeister High End 3D Surround Sound System is incredible, but if you don’t fall into that
category, you can save $9,350.
Even though the rear seat room
has been increased, space can be
confining behind tall front seat
occupants.
Bottom line, the 2018 Mercedes-Benz E400 4MATIC Coupe
is a beautiful, comfortable and
satisfying machine that delivers
a stellar (as in Mercedes Star)
motoring experience.
SPECIFICATIONS:
2018 Mercedes-Benz E400
4MATIC Coupe
Base Price:
$61,400
Price as Tested: $86,685.
Engine Type and Size:
3.0-liter, DOHC, 24-valve
Biturbo V6 with ECO auto stop/
start.
Horsepower (bhp): 329 @
5,260-6,000 rpm
Torque (ft./ lbs.): 354 @
1,600-4,000 rpm
Transmission: 9G TRONIC
9-speed automatic with steering
wheel mounted paddle shifters.
Drive Train: Longitudinally
mounted front engine / 4MATIC
All-Wheel Drive.
Suspension: Front - Independent
multi-link suspension with coil
spring, single-tube gas pressure with
variable damping and torsion bar.
Rear - Independent multi-link
suspension with coil spring,
single-tube gas pressure with
variable damping and torsion bar.

by Bill McCallum
A road trip, is a road trip, is
a road trip. Not this time my
friends. Road trips are common
in our industry because they give
writers a chance to test a number
of vehicle features that are not
normally used within the city. My
road trip from Sacramento, CA to
Reno, NV and back was one for
the books.
The first leg in the 2018 Hyundai Sante Fe Sport 2.0T ULT
FWD was as expected. More than
enough power-to-pass with the
2.0L Turbo engine mated with a
6-speed Automatic Transmission
with SHIFTRONIC producing
240 HP. Also more than enough
room with comfortable seats,
great visability and a tech package that included; Smart Cruise
Control, Automatic Emergency
Braking with Pedestrian Detection, Lane Departure Warning,
Dynamic Bending Lights, High
Beam Assist and Auto-Leveling
Headlights. When I arrived in
Reno the weather forecast indicated heavy snow. I thought so
what it was the end of March.
You can see what I saw the next
morning when I left my motel
room on page 1.
Bottom line all passes back to
Calif. were closed for two days
with 3 to 4 feet of new snow and
a 20 mile backup of cars & trucks
on Donner Pass (# 80) the third
day. So with the help of the 2018
Hyundai Sante Fe Front Wheel
Drive (FWD) system it was turn
South at Truckee around the West
side of Lake Tahoe to the South
Shore and up and over the pass
on highway #50 and back to Sacramento on roads covered with
snow most of the way. The FWD
on the 2018 Sante Fe Sport saved
the day for this writer.
See Front Page Photo
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2018 Cadillac CT6
Platinum Test Drive
Report
continued from page 4

to $89,290. After factoring in the
Destination charge. There were
no optional costs, as the Platinum
AWD edition comes fully loaded.
SUMMARY: The 2018 Cadillac
CT6 handles on a par with most
European and Asian luxury sedans
delivering more than ample power
from its twin-turbo V-6.
The 3.0-liter twin turbocharged
V-6 hurtles from 0-60 mph in 5.3
seconds and provides passing
power at virtually any speed. The
larger engine and all-wheel drive
place more weight on the front
wheels, creating more under steer
when pressed through the twisties.
The electric steering is smooth and
responsive in all modes, working
with the suspension components
that can feel somewhat stiff.
Regardless of the driving mode
selected, from Tour to Sport, the
CT6 always delivers a firm and
stable ride quality.
Magnetic dampers and active
rear steering come optionally with
the Active Chassis package on
lower trim levels. The 3.5 degrees
of rear-wheel steering render
parking lots friendlier, keep in
mind that the CT6 is still a long,
large car in spite its athleticism.
As with its smaller stable mates,
the CT6 exhibits the latest of Cadillac’s knowledge in materials and
engineering. The chassis is one of
the stiffest with one of the lightest
bodies in its class, providing exemplary road holding ability, rapid
acceleration, handling attributes
and overall pleasurable motoring.
In the final analysis, the 2018
Cadillac CT6 Platinum AWD

with SuperCruise is definitely no
longer the old land yacht “Caddy”
of yesterday, but is now rather
a solid and impressively agile
executive class luxury sedan with
power to spare.
SPECIFICATIONS:
2018 Cadillac CT6 Platinum
AWD SuperCruise
Base Price: $88,295.
Price as Tested: $89,290
Engine Type and Size:
3.0-liter, DOHC, 24-valve twin
turbo V6 with Variable Valve
Timing, Direct Injection and auto
Stop/Start.
Horsepower (bhp): 404 @
5,700 rpm
Torque (ft./ lbs.): 400 @ 2,5005,100 rpm
Transmission: Eight-speed
automatic with paddle shifters
Drive Train: Longitudinally
mounted front engine / AWD
Suspension: Front Independent.
Rear-independent.
Brakes: Power-assisted fourwheel Discs with ABS, EBD,
ESC, Stabiltrak and BA.
Tires: Good Year/Eagle Touring
245/45-R20/95W All Season
mounted on 5 -“V”-spoke Silver
painted alloy wheels with chrome
separator spokes (15 total).
Wheelbase: 122.4 inches
Length Overall: 204.1 inches
Width: 74.0 inches
Height: 58.0 inches
Curb Weight: 4,399 lbs.
Turning Circle: 37.0 ft.
Fuel Capacity: 19.5 gallons
EPA Mileage Estimates: 18
mpg city / 26 mpg highway – 21
mpg combined
Drag Coefficient: Not listed
0 - 60 mph: 5.3 seconds

2018 Cadillac CT6 Platinum AWD (photo Arv Voss)

Saleen Brings Back S7 Supercar with Le Mans Edition
Saleen Automotive, Inc. has
re-asserted its dominance in the
supercar market with the unveiling of the 1300-horsepower
Saleen S7 Le Mans (LM) Edition
at the recent LA Auto Show.
The S7R race version has
won at every major racetrack
in the world, including Daytona, Sebring, Nurburgring, and
the prestigious 24 Hours of Le
Mans. The S7 LM Edition commemorates that seven-year run
of consecutive racing victories
of its Saleen S7 Supercar. The S7
street version has also starred in
several Hollywood blockbusters,
including being driven by “God”
in Bruce Almighty.
Steve Saleen previously announced the planned build of
this extraordinary supercar. The

car unveiled at the recent LA
Auto Show is the fulfillment of
the first of the special edition S7
LMs. “True to our form, we are
bringing back America’s only
true supercar,” said Steve Saleen,
CEO of Saleen Automotive. “We
are celebrating our winning heritage and advancing the performance DNA that Saleen was built
around.”
A 7.0L twin-turbo engine,
rated at 1300 horsepower, will
power the new S7 LM supercar.
Each one is being hand built at
Saleen’s Corona, CA, headquarters. The S7 LM’s transmission
is a longitudinal, 6-speed all synchromesh with limited-slip differential. It also has a metallic clutch
with 8.0-inch twin-disc hydraulic
actuation bow-through uprights.

The S7 LM has an all-new,
exclusive Black/Silver paint
scheme with clear-coated carbon
fiber. It will ride on Saleen
forged, five-spoke, Le Mansstyle wheel design equipped with
center locking wheel nuts with
automatic safety locks. Fronts
are sized at 19 X 9.5-inches with
rears at 20 X 12.0-inches. These
sleek, stylish wheels will be shod
with high-performance tires:
275/30/ZR19 front and 335/30/
ZR20 rears.
The chassis is comprised of
4130 Lightweight Steel Space
frame with Honeycomb Composite panels. The S7 LM has
advanced wind tunnel developed aerodynamics including
integrated split-channel airflow

continued from page 13
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2019 Volvo XC40 Test Drive Report

continued from page 2

2019 Volvo XC40 (photo Art Gould)

Inside ASIA
AUTO NEWS BYTES
by Michelle Hale

CHINA LEADS ON EVs
When I lived in Shanghai there was a noodle restaurant on the
corner of our street, Huaihai Middle Road. It’s an institution like
the old lady who works behind the counter. At any time of day
there were Lamborghinis parked out front, just one example of the
vast wealth in China. No doubt they are surrounded by electric
vehicles (EV) now, as more EVs are sold in China than United
States.
More and more automakers are introducing EVs not only for
the environmental benefits but more importantly for business and
profits; China has the most potential because it’s the worlds largest
auto market, and the government is encouraging production and
sales. The seismic move towards EVs has catapulted automakers
production plans, and prompted new alliances and new products.
Automakers like Infiniti announced it will go all electric from
2021, joining major international automakers like VW, GM, Ford,
Daimler and BMW in the race to increase EV sales in China.
In 2017, 28 million cars were sold in China, more than any
other country. China is determined to be a leader in total sales
and production, as well as electrification. The demand for EVs in
China is booming, propelled by China’s new policies that mandate
automakers meet production quotas for battery-powered vehicles
starting in 2019.
China is extending its electric car rebate until 2020 which is
good news for consumers and automakers. But the shift for automakers to EVs is not purely centred on the environment. It’s a play
for the world’s biggest auto market and way of the future.
Sales in China for 2017 EVs and plugin hybrids were around
700,000, triple the number sold in the rest of the world. China
sales for 2018 are forecast to top 1 million, according to an official
from the China Association of Automobile manufacturers.
Exemptions from license plate lotteries and registration fees in
cities like Beijing and Shanghai are driving demand. “These exemptions are critical levers to make purchasing an EV more attractive, especially for younger, first-time buyers,” according to a
McKinsey report. “In all, China provides monetary subsidies that,
for a representative, midsize car, amount to approximately 23% of
total EV price.”
In order to limit the number of cars on the road and decrease
congestion and traffic jams, several years ago China implemented
a lottery once a month to determine license plate allocation. As
a side note, in numerology-crazed China, a sought after number
like lucky 88888 can be sold for seven figures USD. Providing free
license plates for EVs is a powerful incentive.
The Chinese government is heavily investing in infrastructure
to support EVs. China plans to build 4.8m charging stations with
a spending forecast at approximately $15 billion by 2020, according to Gao Feng Advisory, a consulting firm based in Beijing.
Automakers can’t afford not to be in China.

moon roof with power sun shade
and LED fog lamps, the Inscription has eighteen inch alloy
wheels and 8-way power passenger seat with 4-way power
lumbar feature. Driver’s seat
includes these same features.
Pricing will follow when the
Inscription model is released
later in the model year.
Volvo continues to be known
for safety. Some of the features
include the Lane Keeping Aid
and oncoming lane mitigation.
‘City Safety’ is the key that Volvo
uses to build on as they get closer
to the mantra of ‘Vision 2020’
that sets the goal of eliminating
deaths in all-new Volvo cars.
Standard on all XC40 models
is City Safety. This features
collision avoidance that detects
vehicles, pedestrians, cyclists
and animals and can automatically apply brakes as needed.
Storage is no problem in the
XC40. Additional room has been
discovered by removing speakers
from the door panels and mounting them on the inside of the firewall under the dash area. This
opens up space to store even lap
tops and more, utilizing inside
the door storage.
Additional room is now found
in the console that includes a
removable garbage bin located
just in front of the center arm
rest. Open storage is also found
in front of the console. A bag
hook is attached on the front of
the glove box that can hold a bag
or purse. A slide out retractable
storage tray is located under the
driver’s seat to utilize even more

room for that stuff that usually
doesn’t fit anywhere else.
Powertrains included in the
new XC40 is the 2.0 liter turbocharged four cylinder rated at 187
horsepower with 221 lb.-ft. of
torque. On all wheel drive vehicles the 248 horsepower engine
with 258 lb.-ft. of torque does
the job for off-road chores. All
XC40 vehicles have the 8-speed
Geartronic automatic transmission with the start-stop feature.
Big news is featured for the
first time on the XC40. A new
method to buy the new Volvo
is ‘Care by Volvo’. In addition
to the more conventional ‘buy
or lease’ methods to own your
XC40, Care by Volvo allows the
consumer to pay a monthly fee
that will include insurance coverage, all scheduled maintenance
as well as wear and tear protection and roadside assistance
and more. Mileage allowance
is 15,000 miles per year for two
years. Wear and tear include the
replacement of everything from
wipers to tire and wheel damage.
The subscription term is 24
months with the option, after 12
months, to upgrade to a different vehicle and start another 24
month term of ownership. The
fee for this new way to buy is
$600. per month for the all wheel
drive Momentum trim to $700.
per month for the all wheel drive
R-Design.
Overall the new XC40 has little
to disappoint. We look forward
to the next generation navigation
system along with a more conventional shift process to make
this new entry close to perfect.

Inside Europe
AUTO NEWS BYTES
by Bill McCallum
Transatel to Provide a Secure Connectivity Solution in the European Union (29 Countries) Region
for FCA’s Mopar Connect on board unit
Transatel will provide FCA with machine-to-machine connectivity
for the provisioning of mobile network services and an IoT solution in
the European Union region (EU 29) for its on-board telematics units as
a result of a competitive tender.
FCA has recently launched under the “Mopar connect” brand, a new
on-board telematics unit that will provide to FCA’ Customers complementary apps and services such as, by way of example: fleet management, remote control, predictive maintenance, crash assistance and
stolen vehicle tracking services. The Mopar Connect services, connected via Transatel’s machine-to-machine IoT solution, target both the
Business-to-Business (B2B) market (such as car rental firms) and the
Business-to-Consumer (B2C) market.
Transatel provides Mopar with its Mobile Network Operator profile
based on its SIM 901 technology. The profile is onboarded onto FCA’s
eSIM cards (eUICC compliant), to guarantee connectivity services with
a private APN and secure authentication, as well as to provide a complete connectivity management platform.
Technical integration and initial implementation required less than
four months, thanks to an effective collaboration amongst various project members like FCA’s hardware providers (i.e. Telematics unit and
eSIM card) and the Telematics Services Provider.
Transatel’s IoT solution for the Automotive market presents builtin, end-to-end security mechanisms compliant with connected car and
remote-control services standards. The solution will be deployed in the
European Union (EU 29) and will be operational outside the European
Union (EU 29) too, thanks to Transatel’s global network agreements
with more than 130 Mobile Network Operators worldwide to date.
Philippe VIGNEAU, VP Business development at Transatel: “We
enjoyed working from a blank page to design the ideal solution for FCA.
FCA has fully understood our value proposition in providing a global,
flexible, and agile connectivity solution. We hope that this is the beginning for the development of a greater partnership with FCA Group. We
are grateful for the opportunity to prove that we are one of the very few
telecom companies today truly able to take on global connected car projects, thanks to the mobile operator-agnostic nature of our solution. Our
clients integrate once to deploy globally.”

A Visit
to the
Hollywood
Car
Museum
by
Art Gould
Some things that happen in Las
Vegas are worth sharing. One
such experience is the Hollywood Cars Museum located near
the center of all the action. One
of Las Vegas’ newer attractions is
this 30,000 sq. ft. facility featuring cars from movie fame.
Close to one hundred cars bring
back memories of movies and
television features where the cars
were the stars. Cars from the Fast
& Furious, Dukes of Hazard and
James Bond films are familiar
sights sure to remind car enthusiasts of dream cars over the years.
Doc Hudson from the movie
Cars joins a Batmobile version
along with a Herbie The Love
Bug VW from the popular movie.
A Back to the Future DeLorean
along with a Green Hornet car all
have a place in the stardom that
is cars.
A feature of this glitzy museum
is the Liberace Garage featuring
cars and memorabilia from Liberace also known as Mr. Showmanship. Liberace is credited
as the first performer to feature
cars in a show. In addition to
his cars, artifacts are on display
from the man who at the height
of his career was the highest paid
performer in the world. From
the Liberace Rolls Royce to his
famous taxi that would pick up
special guests when they arrived
at the airport, these customized
cars are a show of their own.
The Liberace Garage hosts
events and performances as well
as being a museum and gift shop.
4800 square feet with room for
200 guests and a 8x16 stage. A
famous Liberace piano which
can be played by qualified musicians is on stage. This setting is
surrounded by the stunning vehicles of this legendary performer,
topped with the incredible Ice
Storm Chandelier.
An additional attraction of this
facility is Hot Rod City. This
classic car dealership resides
adjacent to the museum. Cars of
all types are for sale featuring
cars from celebrities as well as
collectors and enthusiasts.
Automotive related workspaces
are for lease including space for
mechanics, fabricators, auto dealers with classic cars for sale and
exotic car rentals. More information on this portion of the large
facility can be gathered at www.
hotrodcitylasvegas.com.
Open seven days a week from
10 am to 5 pm, the Hollywood
Cars Museum is located at 5115
Dean Martin Dr. #905 Las Vegas,
NV 89118. Phone number for
advance planning is 702-3316400.
See photo on page 16
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Will Pure Electric Vehicles (EVs)
Survive in the U.S. Without
Government Rebates & Mandates?
Larry’s Road Beat
It appears that the demise of
the gasoline and diesel-powered
car is near, perhaps in less than
20 years. Will that demise be
caused by a lack of fuel, competition and market forces or will
it result from some other reason
besides market forces? That
poses a very important question.
History tells us the best products are developed by market
forces and innovation, not by
government decree or intervention. When market forces ruled,
electric cars were 38 percent of
the car market in 1900, but by
1905 EVs’ share of the marketplace dropped to seven percent
and by 1912 after the invention
of the electric starter by Charles
Kettering (first offered on the
Cadillac), electric cars were sold
next to the buggy whips. Cars
powered by the internal combustion (I/C) engine had taken over
the market place, not by government decree but because they
were simply a better motive
force and the fuel system offered
significantly greater flexibility
and utility. And the marketplace
decided that, not some government bozo(s).
If EVs were so great and were
a better source of personal transportation, then without question,
EVs would rule the market place.
But they don’t. Even with EVs
like the Tesla, Volt, Leaf and
more, EVs sales are less than one
percent of the marketplace and
that’s with significant government incentives and subsidies.
First is that EVs are very expensive. The main component, the
battery is extremely expensive
still allegedly costing about $270
a kilowatt hour (kWh) of energy
storage. The rule of thumb for
EV range is from 3-4 miles per
kWh, meaning for an EV with a
200-mile range (about a 60-kWh
battery), the cost for the battery
alone will be $16,200. And
that is just for the part, with
no installation and markup. In
today’s market, there are several
compact cars that achieve 40
mpg that sell for a transaction
price below that number and
there many subcompact cars that
can be had for 10-20 percent less
than that number. And the car
types that are mentioned also
have a fuel operating expense
less than an EV. In other words,
In many parts of California, for
the same $5.00 of energy, the
compact (I/C) car will be able to
travel farther than the EV.
If you don’t think government subsidies have anything
to do currently with the meager
sales of EVs we have an actual
example, Hong Kong. Tesla was
doing a brisk sales business in
Hong Kong with its EV. Recently
Hong Kong stop all subsidies and
Tesla sales have all but dried up.
What do you think would happen
here if all subsidies were terminated?
The powertrain for the
compact car costs about $3,500,
for an EV with a 60-kWh battery
it’s about $20,000. And the

average compact car has a range
of 400 miles and a highway
range of 500 or more miles, not
the miniscule 200-mile range of
a 60 kWh EV. The refueling time
for the compact car will be about
two minutes and for the EV on
a 220 Volt charger it will take a

“forThethepowertrain
compact
car costs about
$3,500, for an EV
with a 60-kWh
battery it’s
about $20,000.

”

minimum of 4-5 hours (8 hours
or more on a 110 Volt outlet).
Even a supercharger (called
CHAdeMO) it will take nearly
an hour and potentially shorten
battery life. And then there is an
issue no one talks about, cold
weather. Batteries do not perform
well in cold and hot weather
and in winter time EVs will not
have the promised range. When
temps approach 32 degrees, it
will significantly degrade EV
range, depending on how cold;
published reports show a 57
percent range loss at minus 20 f.
East Coasters beware. At temperatures above 95 f, range can drop
by about 35 percent. Batteries
work best in moderate climes.
Even in today’s market of
saving the world mantras (a
fallacy), EVs have only one
percent of the market, even with
huge government subsidies.
Chevy’s remarkable Volt EV
with a solid 200-mile range and
a fictitious base price of about
$35,000 (less than $30,000 with
tax credits, with high income
earners getting the most benefit
here) is not selling all that
well, with Chevy intentionally
slowing production because of
slow sales. A benefit for GM as
they lose money on every Volt,
anyway. And then there is Tesla,
which without government
subsidies has lost significant
money in every quarter since its
inception. Even with government
subsidies of about $One Billion,
Tesla has lost significant money
in 18 of the last 20 quarters, (now
totaling $2.4 Billion).
So how are electric cars going
to take over the market and
push conventional I/C cars out
of existence? By government
decree and mandates, that’s how!
Not by consumer demand, not
by making a better mousetrap,
not by fuel becoming expensive (oil reserves are growing,
not shrinking), not by price, but
by government fiat (not by the
Fiat 500 EV). That’s how it will
happen.

China, which is about 30
percent of global auto sales
recently announced in one
fashion or another that the
government will end conventional I/C car sales within about
20 years. The governments of the
Netherlands and Norway said it
would end I/C car sales by 2025,
India said it would end I/C car
sales by 2030.
The governments of France
and Britain said I/C sales would
end by 2040 and Germany has
hinted it will follow suit.
Hybrids might be allowed
under these new fiats and
mandates which will mean 90
percent of the motive power will
come from an I/C, so then the
mandate is just hot air, but the
bottom line is that EVs cannot
compete in any fashion with
conventional I/C vehicles. The
only way they can is by a government mandate which bans I/C
engines. The marketplace does
not want EVs but governments do
and it has nothing to do with the
environment and everything to
do with controlling and limiting
the freedom of its governed. The
global warming argument is a red
herring as most electrical power
will still be made by co2 emitting
plants, anyway. And of course,
the empirical data continues
to point that human induced
global warming (AGW), climate
change or whatever the nom de
jour may be is nothing more than
a political movement and has
nothing to do with the environment. The data is clear that AGW
is an insignificant issue.
EVs might become practical, affordable transportation, possibly when the element
known as “Unobtainium” is
discovered, but it will never
happen by government fiat and
its discovery appears highly
unlikely.
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News From the Dallas
Auto Show by Harold Allen
continued from page 4

Displays however featured trucks
but no new Chevrolet Silverado
in sight. High end luxury SUV’s
took center stage with the new
Lincoln Nautilus and Ford showing off the new Expedition. Lincoln has had a huge surge in sales
of the Navigator and the Expedition has also seen a bump in
sales. Ford was celebrating 41
years of F-Series leadership even
with the competition nibbling at
their heels. Ford also displayed
the new Bullitt Mustang and
the 2019 Ranger. The Chevrolet
Suburban and GMC counterparts
are flying off dealers’ lots and
they are produced in Arlington
Texas. GM employs over 4,000
workers at this plant and they
work three shifts a day. Toyota
featured the new Avalon luxury
sedan and several Lexus models
including the Lexus LS 500
and RX350L. They took center
stage talking about extra seating
configurations and many varieties of individual models. On an
interesting note was the Dallas
Morning News business section
about the auto show with a photo

of a 2017 Ford GT owned by the
Shelby family, Ford only delivered 89 in 2017. Nissan featured
the new small Kick SUV that had
good interior space and lots of
features including a starting price
under 20k. The 2019 Subaru
Ascent looks like another winner
for Subaru. Another surprising
announcement was Park Place
Motors in DFW will be offering a program to give customers
a plan that allows them to pay a
fee each month for the ability to
drive several luxury name plates
and switch out during the month.
There are three tiers, depending on the models in each plan,
that gives a customer the ability
to drive a Mercedes, Porsche,
Mazarati, Mercedes-Benz, Land
Rover or a Jaguar. This includes
insurance and concierge service.
Test drives were everywhere for
the public with a chance to drive
different models. The Texas
market continues to grow and
new dealerships are popping up
all over the Metorplex. Sounds
like manufacturers are having
no trouble selling trucks and featured cars and SUV’s

2019 Ram 1500 Texas Loan Star Edition (photo Harold Allen)
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Audi TT Coupe
as much Fun as it Looks
Test Drive Report
continued from page 3

creating an impression of organic
aerodynamics rather than the
result of harried engineers computing columns of numbers. It is
quite refreshing.
In the rear, the hunched rear
shoulders create a look of power,
but this is a look of sophisticated, even elegant power. The
TT isn’t a brawler, and many will
be fooled by its good looks until
they get their road-lunch eaten by
the TT.
Open the door and the interior
is well matched to the exterior
design – it is modern and smooth,
without appearing cutting-edge.
It is comfortable, and even gives
you the cocooning that most
sports car folks like without
making you feel cramped – and
there is a difference. The surfaces
of the interior are comfortable to
the touch, with plenty of leather
on points where you touch.
The seat is sportily comfortable, doing a good job of keeping
you in place during spirited driving. But they are fully adjustable,
and the cabin is big enough that
you can adjust the seat’s relationship to the wheel and dashboard
on long trips, something often
difficult to do in smaller cars.
With two larger-than-normal men
in the car, there was still room for
the oxygen, and even the elbows,
to feel free.
Coolest thing is the satellite
overlay to the navigation program – it really works, and its
high-definition quality makes you
think it’s a photograph. Audi calls
it virtual and it virtually is neat.
It appears when requested by the
driver on the 12.3-in. screen in
front of the driver on what Audi
calls the Virtual Cockpit.

This replaces the traditional
instrument panel with a completely customizable system.
The tach and speedometer will
collapse into small circles in the
bottom corners of the screen,
allowing for the map and satellite
image to expand to fill the whole
of the screen. It shows the road
you are driving almost as clearly
as if there was a drone above you,
shooting a hi-res image straight
to your dashboard.
The optional premium audio
system comes from Bang and
Olufsen
680-watt
surround
sound system using 12 speakers.
Although this is a small cabin,
the sound which fills it is quite
large. The fact is this cabin creates the comfortable enclosed
feeling which sporty drivers like,
but without feeling small.
Naturally this Audi has all the
infotainment and connectivity
features which are as essential to
a car in this class as its wheels.
It even has downloading map
updates and traffic information.
But nice as the interior and all
its features are, what really sets
this car apart from its predecessor is how it performs.
The Audi TT has plenty of
power out of the turbo fourbanger. This engine is a 2.0liter four-cylinder turbocharged
engine producing 220 hp. and
259 lb.-ft. of peak torque. In
doing so, the car’s EPA fuel
rating is 23 mpg city and 30 mpg
on the highway.
This is a technology Audi is
familiar with exploiting: small
turbo engines going to all four
wheels. The same basic engine
in the performance oriented TTS
makes 292-hp. and 280 lb.-ft. of
peak torque. Also, the all-wheel
drive system can vary the power
distribution between all four
wheels to keep the power going
to the wheels based on their
level of traction. That power gets

there through a double-clutch
six-speed automatic transmission which shifts like a hot knife
through butter.
If you put the system in
dynamic mode, it then has a rearwheel bias, making the car drive
with a greater performance feel –
and capability. There are reasons
racing cars apply most of their
power to the rear wheels.
Steering is extra quick, but
without making the car twitchy.
The standard wheels for the TT
Coupe are 18-in. although there
are optional 19-in. available.
The brakes are ventilated in front
and large, pulling the car down
quickly from speed.
The suspension setup is fairly
standard for a car of this sort, with
a MacPherson strut front system
and a four-link setup in the rear.
This lets the TT stay flat under
heavy braking and sprightly cornering. The suspension is tight
but doesn’t bang you around –
especially when you consider the
low-profile performance tires.
At the same time, in a threehundred-mile round trip I didn’t
feel I’d been beaten with a stick
for hours. It is a great compromise between performance and
comfort – both are better than
you’d expect. And although the
car is small, the technology in it
allows it to be safety focused.
This is one of the great leaps in
technology that comes with a new
generation of a vehicle – where
things can be done because you
designers and engineer start from
basically scratch.
The TT Coupe’s MSRP is
$43,950, although the car I tested
was listed closer to $50,000. For
those attracted to this type of
car, they will get their money’s
worth.
If you have any questions,
comments or ideas, please send
them to comment@AutoWritersInk.com.

2018 Audi TT Coupe (photo by David Schmidt)

Adam’s Polishes introduces a
New Line of Car Care Products
at Park Place Auto Salon

by Sally Hanson
When most people think about
Spring cleaning, the house and
yard are usually the first targets
—unless you’re Adam Pitale,
founder and chief detailer with
Adam’s Polishes.
Adam was in the Northwest
just as Spring arrived to present
a clinic demonstrating techniques
to help achieve car care goals
and maintain the finish on your
car at the new Park Place Auto
Salon in Bellevue. After scouting
the parking lot, Adam picked a
Porsche Carrera to be the recipient of a make-over. The vehicle
was selected because the wheels
were dirty and the body paint
contained swirl marks.
Beginning with the wheels
and tires, it became immediately
apparent that having the right
tools for the job is imperative. We
watched Adam work his magic
with the fender brush for wheel
wells, the wheel woolie to get
behind the spokes of the wheels,
the turbo stick to cleanup seriously messed up wheels, the trim
and lug nut brush, an ultra fine
wheel brush, a tire brush and the
wheel wash mitt. The tools of the
detailing trade were coupled with
the specially formulated chemicals to get the job done right
including wheel cleaner, tire and
rubber cleaner and tire shine.
After the wheels and tires
were spotless, Adam cleaned
the Porsche’s exhaust tips and
engine.
Then he moved on to the body
of the car using car wash shampoo and his foam gun. Amazingly the bystanders all escaped
the enthusiastic washing of the
vehicle. Adam refers to the cleaning of vehicles as “Shine Therapy” and also included an aerobic
demonstration to show the audi-

ence that you can get a workout
while sprucing up your vehicle.
Detail spray adds a finishing
touch to the exterior. A new scent
in the spray is chocolate mint. In
the fall pumpkin spice is offered
and peppermint appears for the
holidays. All the tools, cleaners,
mitts and towels you will need
to make your vehicle sparkle
are available from distributors
of Adam’s Polishes and online
at adam’spolishes.com. A wide
assortment of videos are offered
on the website to help you get the
right product for your needs and
helpful application hints.
Enthusiastic and meticulous,
Adam is not new to the business
of detailing. Beginning at the age
of nine, he started detailing bicycles. In high school, he moved
into detailing fleets of limousines and hired two college-aged
friends to work for him while he
was attending classes. After college, he was hired by Coca Cola
to detail their vehicles. In 2000,
Adam’s Polishes was created.
Offering almost 300 products
including an assortment of kits,
Adam does detailing for the Barrett-Jackson Auction Company
and works with General Motors
in the assembly of Corvettes and
Cameros. His products are also
sold through General Motors
accessories at 3,000 dealerships.
Adam admits, “My products
are expensive and worth it. We
offer a guarantee on all our products. If you buy $100 worth of
product and are not satisfied with
it, we will refund $110.”
During his clinic, he was quick
to point out his drying towel is
expensive and worth it. After
watching Adam demonstrate his
products and see the results, it’s
easy to recognize the value of the
product and the presentation.

Adam Pitale conducts demonstration at Park Place Salon
(photo by Sally Hanson)
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Home of Doug’s exclusive valet service for all GM brands – If your daily schedule is making it difficult to get your vehicle in for service
or repairs, Doug’s offers Signature Valet pick up and delivery service to make your life easier. Whether you are bringing your car in for regular
maintenance or need some repairs, we will be happy to set you up with complimentary signature valet service.
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Coming This
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DOUG’S HYUNDAI
20612 Highway 99, Lynnwood, WA 98063
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(206) 523-0138 Seattle
(888) 200-9994 Toll Free
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CARS , STARS and films

Joyce Chow Covers the 2018 Oscars

Actress Blanca Blanco at the 90th Academy Awards
at The Dolby Theatre in Hollywood (image courtesy of
Blanca Blanco)
Pointer Sisters, Petri Hawkins-Byrd and Clinton H Wallace at Roger Neal Style Hollywood Oscar® Viewing Black Tie Dinner Gala at the Hollywood Museum in Hollywood
(photo by Joyce Chow)

Report from Oscars
continued from page 2
Edition’ 2014 Vanquish numbered 007, was out for a meet and
greet from Christie’s before it’s
April 20, 2018 auction.
Genesis premiered five design
themed G90 Special Edition
flagship sedans with Vanity Fair
events and Cadillac celebrated at
the legendary Chateau Marmont.
Besides the Oscars®, Governors Ball and Vanity Fair, the
other notable is invitation only
Roger Neal Style Hollywood
(RNSH) Oscar® Viewing Black
Tie Dinner Gala at the renowned

Hollywood Museum, overlooking the Academy Awards® red
carpet.
The Pointer Sisters started
singing on the red carpet with
Petri Hawkins-Byrd (Judge Judy)
with Hollywood Star Blitz producer Clinton H. Wallace.
Charlene Tilton (Dallas),
Dawn Wells (Gilligan’s Island)
and Scream Queen Dee Wallace
were having so much fun on the
red carpet chatting it looked like
a reunion, just ask Seattle Fashion Film Festival founder and
former Miss Seattle Joell Posey
trying to get in a word.
Suzanne Hughes (S.H.E. Foundation) and Philanthropist Gloria

Kisel (15 Seconds Fame) proudly
shared their latest Mini Movies
in anticipation of the Festival de
Cannes.
The Thalians was the benefitting charity focusing on “Hollywood’s mental health” and the
military. President and multiEmmy winner Kira Lorsch (The
Bay) has giving them new direction was joined by multi-Emmy
winner Vincent De Paul (Beverly
Hills Christmas)
Closing the evening was Creative Wealth’s 2018 Golden
Soiree Oscars Celebration honoring Denzel Washington on his 8th
Academy Award® nomination
for Roman J. Israel, ESQ.

Legends of Auto Selects Curing
Kids Cancer as Official Non-Profit
By Gary T. Williams
The Legends of Auto, a prestigious annual event which recognizes and awards individuals,
like George Barris, Carol Shelby,
Bruce McCaw, Dana Mecum,
Roger Penske, and Jay Leno,
to name a few, whom have significantly contributed to advancing the auto industry around the
world -- and to help develop the
next generation of auto industry
leaders.
The Legends of Auto team
is proud to select Curing Kids
Cancer Non-Profit as the primary recipient of its wonderful
and exciting Pebble Beach 2018
evening.
I recently met Grainne Owen
at the Mecum LA Auto Auction at The Fairplex in Pomona,
California. Owen is co-founder
and president of Curing Kids
Cancer, a non-profit organization
which helps children with cancer.
Their mission is to find innovative research and treatments to
find cures for childhood cancers.
Such a worthy cause, especially
after Owen’s own son, Killian,
passed away from Leukemia in
2003 at the young age of nine.
Owen is passionate about her
mission and foundation and she
is knowledgeable in all diagnosis
and conditions related to certain
cancers.
During her son’s treatment, she
and her husband, Clay, were told
by Killian’s doctors that there
was a new drug which could save
his life and that was being developed. However, Killian’s doctors
also told them that there was not
enough funding to see the drug
through completion in the lab and
distributed.
The Owens vowed not to let
this happen to another child and
Curing Kids Cancer was born.
Since its beginning, the founda-

tion has raised money and awareness to fight pediatric cancers and
fund new treatments. To date,
more than $11,000,000—almost
$12,000,000 in funds have been
given to 32 different medical
facilities in 24 states to help fund
research and cutting edge treatments with hopes to make all the
difference in the lives of children
fighting cancer.
Owen, her story, and foundation are truly inspirational and
why Legends of Auto Pebble
Beach 2018 has chosen Curing
Kids Cancer, Owen’s passion and
non-profit organization as the primary beneficiary of the event.
For further information or for
private donations which help
impact this worthy cause visit
curingkidscancer.org.
For more information about
Legends of Auto Pebble Beach
2018 visit www.legendsofauto.
com or contact Bill McCallum at
bill@autonewsonline.com.

Kia Forte EX
Test Drive
Review
continued from page 2

intuitive and easy to use.
The Forte offers significant
value for its feature-set and
warranty which is 10 years or
100,000 miles for the Powertrain.
And, with a MSRP of $21,200, it
is easy on the pocketbook. The
Forte also offers a rich Premium
Plus package of features that you
will definitely want to consider.
Whether it’s a young driver’s first
vehicle, or a new car for commuting, you should consider test
driving the Kia Forte EX at your
nearest Kia dealership.
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We Honor those Legends that have Passed Jay Leno’s Garage Introduces A New Product
by Bill McCallum
As we announce our next Legends of Auto event, (see page 1
story) I would be remiss in not
paying tribute to those Legends
that have passed.
Carroll Shelby - Carroll passed
shortly after we created our event.
We reached out to Aaron Shelby
who has represented the family at
a number of our events.
George Barris - George passed
a few years ago. (see photo below)
We reached out to George’s

grandson and he has represented
the family at past events
Vic Edelbrock - Vic passed
two years ago. We will be reaching out to his daughters to invite
them to our August 23rd event to
represent the family.
Dan Gurney - Dan recently
passed and we will be reaching
out to Dan’s family.
Best wishes and kind thoughts
to the families of those Legends
of Auto we have lost.

Gary Williams (Auto News) with George Barris at past
Concours d’Elegance (photo Auto News)

Saleen
Re-Introduces
S7 Supercar

Jay Leno’s Garage Advance
Vehicle Care now offers a waterless car wash product that is safe
for use on any vehicle finish.
Jay Leno’s Garage Advanced
Vehicle Care proudly announces
its newest product, Eco Wash.
This waterless car wash formula
contains advanced lubricants and
emulsifiers to protect paint when
access to water is limited. This
product is specifically designed
to quickly and easily clean lightly
contaminated surfaces and leave

them with a just-waxed shine.
Water is the enemy of classic cars because it can become
trapped in hidden areas and
cause rust. Many older cars,
particularly those from dry climates such as California, suffer
from dry weather seals which
can exacerbate this problem. Jay
Leno’s Garage Eco Wash is an
ideal solution for keeping these
kinds of vehicles clean. Since Eco
Wash is made with an extremely
high concentration of lubricants

continued on page 14

2018 Chevrolet Equinox (photo Auto News)

THE NEXT 2018 VOLT

AND ALL-NEW BOLT

continued from page 7

throughout the car, full underside aerodynamics, advanceddesign front tray and side skirts,
full-body-width rear spoiler, and
heat-rejecting tinted glass.
The S7 LM is well equipped
with safety features including,
but not limited to, integrated roll
protection, aluminum honeycomb impact-absorbing panels,
3-point seat belts with automatic
pre-tensioner, and aluminum
honeycomb front crush structure with integrated rear crumple
zones.
Interior convenience and comfort treatments feature a highvolume flow-through ventilation
system, A/C, rear view video
camera with interior LCD display, 240 MPH speedometer,
race-inspired
central-mounted
digital tachometer with S7R-style
shift lights, fully adjustable tilt
and telescoping steering column,
power windows and door locks,
keyless remote for doors and rear
trunk, variable intermittent windshield wipers, electric heated
front windshield, remote engine
hatch and fuel filler door releases,
and the latest in sound systems.
Standard interior trim includes
black Alcantera with multi-tone
leather and suede. The S7 LM
is also equipped with performance sport seating, aluminum
and color accents, custom-fitted
driver seating position, and a
dual leather and Alcantera suede
steering wheel. Also included is
the special LM-edition trim.
The Saleen S7 LM is priced
at $1,000,000,000. With a mere
seven in production, this is the
ultimate collector supercar.

THE BEST IN CLASS COLORADO
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MAG Auctions - Reno Planned for August 9-11, 2018

Spring 2018

Rolex Renews
Sponsorship of
Motorsports Reunion

continued from page 3

A 1965 Shelby GT500 Mustang was a Top Seller at last years Auction (photo MAG Auctions)

of motoring enthusiasts make a
pilgrimage to the scenic coast of
Monterey and to the iconic race
facility to see the world’s finest
historic race cars in action. The
event traditionally attracts nearly
1,000 entry requests that range
from the early 1900s through
the early 1990s. Each application undergoes a rigorous selection process to ensure that the car
is historically accurate, has race
provenance and is mechanically
correct to the period in which it
originally ran.
Akin to a museum revving to
life, the Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion celebrates motorsport history for four full racing
days for fans’ enjoyment. To
further celebrate motorsport history, Nissan will be the 2018
featured marque to showcase its
racing heritage August 23-26.
Supporting the on-track racing is
a bustling paddock that is open
to everyone, Q&A sessions with
legends, special exhibition laps
and a full marketplace of vendors
exhibiting a wide range of automobilia and products. For motoring enthusiasts, there is no better
place to be than at Monterey
Classic Car Week.
The Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion was recently
recognized by the FIA, which
awarded the FIA Founding Members’ Club Heritage Cup to the
Sports Car Racing Association
of the Monterey Peninsula that
manages the County of Monterey-owned Laguna Seca Recreation Area. It is the first time such
an honor has been awarded to an
organization in the United States.
For more information on the
Rolex Monterey Motorsports
Reunion, call 831-242-8200 or
visit www.MazdaRaceway.com.

Jay Leno’s
Garage
Introduces
A New Product
continued from page 13

and emulsifiers, it does not need
to be used with water and will
safely remove light dirt from any
classic or modern car’s finish.
Jay Leno’s Garage Advanced
Vehicle Care Eco Wash is also
beneficial in a car show or race
situation where access to water
is extremely limited. This product allows the user to go a step
beyond what a quick detail spray
can do and safely remove any
light surface contaminants and
restore the car’s shine.
Eco Wash is available in 16 oz
bottles and one gallon containers.
It is also recommended to purchase the Eco Wash Microfiber
Waffle Weave towel in tandem
with Eco Wash. The premium
microfiber towel is specifically
designed for use with Eco Wash
and has a unique “waffle” pattern
that helps lift dirt and debris to
prevent scratching or swirling.
For more information and to
purchase Jay Leno’s Garage
Advanced Vehicle Care projects,
please visit www.LenosGarage.
com.
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SHOWCASE REVIEWS
GMC TERRAIN AWD DENALI

INFINITI Q60

by Jordan
Williams

continued from page 3

lennials have outpaced boomers
for the first time there.
So, take note and read ahead:
if you see a Millennial on your
car lot, there is a big chance they
are informed and ready to buy.
Auto Trader sites that 48% of 17
to 24-year-olds intend to buy a
car on their first visit to a dealership. Surveys indicate that Millennials do their research. They
spend on average 17 plus hours
researching the cars they want
or are interested in online prior
to walking into a dealership, so
brand awareness, engaging websites, social media outlets and
sharing of information are important considerations if wishing to
gain this market share. Millennials have been taught that knowledge is power and they equip
themselves with all the details
before they come see the cars for
themselves. Many are purchasing
a new or pre-owned model which
they plan to keep for quite some
time.
Knowing about this potential
sale, here is a checklist for sellers:
(I have mentioned these important aspects in previous articles
but they are worth repeating) be
warm, respectful, and accommodating. Have a clean lounge
with free wi-fi, a latte, tea, water
or baked goods. Keep a wellstocked inventory; Millennials
know what they are looking for
and prefer purchasing at a dealership over online or other outlets
such as Auto Trader or Craigslist.
Make the paperwork/purchase
process quick and easy. Spend
time and dollars on a website/
webpage to be able to integrate
online and offline experiences.
Where at all possible, personalize and provide a great experience for your Millennial buyers.
Millennials report they like to
stay connected in their car/value
mobile integration. They also like
navigation, satellite radio, Bluetooth, and MP3 players.
In September of 2017, Auto
Trader reported that 73% of
younger Millennials stated that
they intend to purchase a car
within a year or more’s time. Millennials are also trending toward
mobile-first consumers. 48% of
mobile first auto consumers were
Millennials. So, optimize their
mobile experience with efficient
loads, interactive features, quality photos, i.e. a quality experience.
Millennials are aware and
energetic, i.e. ‘on their toes’ and
looking for that first car purchase
soon…so you be on your toes,
too! See you next time readers!
Reference:
http://www.v12data.com/blog/
millennial-car-shoppers-areready-buy-what-your-dealershipneeds-know/

Lots of extras on this
GMC SUV. Plenty of room
and very comfortable.
With many all-new
technology features.

BASE PRICE: $39,270 ***
TYPE: SUV
ENGINE: 2.0L Turbo
TRANS: 9 speed AT
HORSEPOWER: 282 hp
MPG: 21 city/ 26 hiway

JEEP RENEGADE DESERTHAWK

One of the 4 trim lines
in the Jeep Renegade
lineup. Value based at a
starting MSRP of $17,995
& 29 MPG hiway.

BASE PRICE: $26,895
TYPE: SUV
ENGINE: 2.4L
TRANS: 9-Speed AT
HORSEPOWER: 180 hp
MPG: 21 city/ 29 hiway

TOYOTA C-HR

Nice value at $ 22,500 base
MSRP. A small CUV with
advanced safety features
and nice driver control on
the hiway.

This luxury coupe is a
top seller for Infiniti.
Lots of power to pass
and a good value in the
sports sedan segment.

BASE PRICE: $54,000
TYPE: Sedan
ENGINE: 3.0L V6
TRANS: 7 speed AT
HORSEPOWER: 400 hp
MPG: 19 city/ 26 hiway

TOYOTA AVALON TOURING

Plenty of power. Lots of
room with new safety
features. $ 33,500 base
MSRP with 30 MPG hiway
equals value.

BASE PRICE: $37,900
TYPE: Sedan
ENGINE: 3.5L V6
TRANS: 8-speed AT
HORSEPOWER: 268 hp
MPG: 21 city/ 30 hiway

VW TIGUAN SE 4MOTION

BASE PRICE: $24,350
TYPE: CUV
ENGINE: 2.0L
TRANS: CVT
HORSEPOWER: 144 hp
MPG: 21 city/27 hiway

This large SUV from VW
offers third row seating
& room for gear. 27 mpg
on hiway. Perfect SUV
for road trips.

*** all information on vehicles as tested

autonewsonline.com/showcase reviews

BASE PRICE: $30,230
TYPE: SUV
ENGINE: 2.0L Turbo
TRANS: AT
HORSEPOWER: 184 hp
MPG: 21 city/ 27 hiway
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A Journalist from Europe takes a 2,600 Mile Hike on the Pacific Crest Trail (PCT)
continued from page 4

Monika Benesova stops in Mazama, WA on last leg of 2,600 Mile Hike (photo Auto News)

they relate to the auto industry in
Europe.
As a starter Bill the publisher,
asked me to share the story on
how we met last summer in
Mazama, WA. as I was finishing
my 2,600 plus mile hike from
Mexico to Canada on the Pacific
Crest Trail (PCT).
I am from the Czech Republic a
small, but beautiful country in the
middle of Europe. After studying
at University I became a journalist and a TV presenter based in
Prague. Last year my health collapsed. Doctors diagnosed me as
having an intestinal disease that
effected my digestion. I couldn’t
hold foods or liquids. I quit my
job and stayed home hoping my
health would improve. It didn’t.
My dream was always to go
to America and hike the Pacific

Crest Trail (PCT) from Mexico to
Canada. My friends and doctors
said no, because of my disease. I
said yes it was my dream. So in
May 2017 I flew to America and
started my hike from the Mexican border in Ca. The first days
were hard. I was weak. I hiked a
few miles every day I was really
slow, but I believed and my body
improved. I could eat more. I was
stronger, happier, and I enjoyed
every day. After a few weeks
I could hike more miles. After
5 months of hiking I met Bill
and his son Scot at the Mazama
store near the PCT trail. Bill and
his son invited me to spend the
night at their cabin near the trail
where I could rest for the last 30
miles of my 2,600 mile once in
a life time adventure. That’s my
story on how I became part of the
Global Auto News family.

Nissan Enters Formula E Racing Circuit
continued from page 4

Nissan Formula E Race Car (photo Michelle Hale)

Liberace Rolls Royce – See page 8 story (photo Art Gould)

At last year’s Tokyo Motor
Show, Nissan – the world’s
leading mass-market zero-emission vehicle manufacturer –
announced it would debut in Formula E from season five which
is expected to begin in December 2018. The season opener
was in Hong Kong in December
last year. This years final race
of season four will be held in
Brooklyn, New York.
Hong Kong is expected to be
the first race on the Formula E calendar for the 2018/2019 season –
however there are rumors that it
may take place somewhere else
in Asia – possibly Shanghai.
As part of the announcement,
Nissan unveiled its color scheme
for the season five Formula E
car, which features striking new
aerodynamics and an entirely new
battery and powertrain package.
The new package provides more
power, more range and eliminates
the need for the mid-race car swap
which has been used in the first
four seasons of the championship.
The livery for Nissan’s Formula E program was designed by
Nissan’s Global Design team in
Japan.
“Nissan is proud to be an innovator in electric vehicles on the
road with Nissan LEAF completing more than four billion zeroemission kilometers around the
world,” said Jose Munoz, Chief
Performance Officer, Nissan
Motor Co., Ltd. “Now we bring
that expertise to motorsport…
The ability for Nissan to use this
championship as a key development platform for our EV tech-

Located next to Redmond Town Center:
7225 170th Ave NE, Suite 105 • P.O. Box 150
Redmond, Washington 98052
Hours: Monday – Saturday 10 AM - 6 PM | Sunday 12 PM - 5 PM | CLOSED Wednesdays
Telephone:

425.814.0178

Online: mingsgallery.com

nologies and to be able to race
in major city centers around the
world makes it a perfect vehicle
for us to showcase Nissan Intelligent Mobility.”
Nissan Intelligent Mobility is
the company’s strategy to define
its bundle of technologies and
services, how its vehicles are
driven, powered and integrated in
to society.
“To have a name like Nissan
coming on board is a momentous
day for the series,” said Alejandro
Agag, the founder and CEO of
Formula E. “Not only is it great
to welcome a new manufacturer
to the growing Formula E family
– it’s great to see our first Japanese manufacturer entering the
frame, showing truly how global
the electric revolution is. Japan is
a country at the forefront of new
technologies, with one of the biggest followings in Formula E. The
shift toward sustainable mobility
is in motion, and it’s unstoppable. I look forward to seeing the
Nissan logo adorned on the newlook cars for season five.”
Launched in 2014, the FIA
Formula E championship is a
global racing series where teams
and manufacturers compete with
all-electric powertrains on street
circuits set up in major urban
centers around the world.
Season five of the ABB FIA
Formula E championship is
expected to visit cities including Hong Kong, Berlin, Zurich,
Rome and New York. The new
car that will debut in season five
is scheduled to race in the Formula E championship for the
next three seasons.
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Adam Smith Markets Slot Cars and Tracks Globally from Tacoma, WA
Alan Smith, the owner of
Scale Racing Center, is building,
testing, and delivering 1000 cars
by himself (see photos below).
Alan grew up in England and
developed a passion for slot car
racing when he was 10. At 17
he took up motorcycle racing
and moved to Southern California in 1982, where he started a
motorcycle service business. On
weekends Alan was doing hot
laps on his motorcycle at both
Willow Springs and Riverside
Race Tracks.
Alan moved to Tacoma, Washington in 1997 and decided to
revisit slot car racing as a hobby
and a business. He purchased a
small slot car mail order business
and grew it from 60K to 3.5 mil-

lion in annual sales. To expand
his passion Alan opened Scale
Racing Center, the largest racing
center of it’s type in the U.S. (see
ad below)
As another step in Alan’s passion for his slot car hobby and
business Alan partnered with a
European slot car manufacture to
build two Trans AM cars a 1969
Camaro and a 1969-70 Mustang.
He created the design and tooling, then imports the bodies,
interiors, chassis, motors, and
wheels to his Tacoma shop,
where he assembles, tests, and
ships the cars to customers across
the U.S. Scale Racing Center
also sells and ships complete slot
car track kits. (For contact information see ad below)

Alan Smith’s Shipping Center (photo Auto News)

Alan Smith’s Assembly Line (photo Auto News)

Alan Smith’s Test Track (photo Auto News)

www.132slotcar.com

ScaleRacing Center
All the fun of motor racing
without any of the risk

We sell a full line of 1:32 & 1:24 scale Slot Cars and Slot Car Racing Sets.
Visit our Web Site for more information on Slot Car Racing, or call us at
1-253-255-1807 or 1-253-564-1445.
We also set up tracks for hire for Car Shows and other Events.
We have hosted Slot Car Events for charity at the Indy 500, Rennsport
Reunion, Pepsi 400 and can set up anywhere you want a fun event.
●
●
●
●
●
●

3723 S Lawrence St
Tacoma, WA 98409
(253) 564-1445
(Across from Griot’s Garage)

Family fun.
Great for shows and entertainment.
Corporate Events, birthday parties.
Safe environment for shows wanting families to attend.
Educational, interactive, team building.
www.facebook.com/ScaleRacingCenter
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Western Automotive Journalists (WAJ) Truck Day Report
by Ed Barrett

continued from page 2
the Corvette ZO6 were among the
favorites, and could be usually
found tackling Carmel Valley’s
Laureles Grade. However, this
event includes a lot more than
just sports cars. The paddock was
crammed with the latest sedans,
SUVs and trucks, like the new
Nissan Leaf, the Volkswagen
Atlas and the RAM 1500 Limited. These vehicles got a lot of
play too. Some could be seen fol-

Ram 1500 at WAJ Track Day (photo Auto News)

All-New Mitsubishi at WAJ Track Day (photo Auto News)

du le
XX X 20 18 Ca r Sh ow SC he
Month Date tiMe
Feb
Mar
Mar
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
May
May
May
May
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
July
July
July
July
July
July
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Oct
Oct
Dec

Show

9 am 11th All Swedish Car Cruise-In
11th
9 am VW Family Cruise Car Meet
11th
9 am Custom 4X4 Show
18th
9 am All Jeep Show
1st
9 am Vintage Military Vehicles
8th
9 am All Italian Car & Italian Bike Show
15th
22nd 10 am All Porsche Car Show
Show
9 am Northwest C10s Classic Truck
29th
les
Vehic
ric
Elect
g
Sprin
uah
Issaq
am
9
6th
er
8 am Sunset Hwy Cruisers Spring Open
13th
l Trailers
Trave
ge
Vinta
970
Pre-1
am
9
20th
27th 10 am BMW’s & Burgers
8 am Convertibles Only Car Show
3rd
9 am Fenders & Fins Car Show
10th
8 am Fenders On Front Street
17th
9 am Cadillac-LaSalle & Lincoln Show
24th
Show
9 am NW Hotrod Hall of Fame Open
1st
6 pm All Ford Meeting @ 6 pm
3rd
8 am Rat Bastards Rat Rod Show
8th
8 am All Camaro Show
15th
t
22nd 9 am All Mopar Meet & Gree
8 am Classic Swagger Car Show
29th
ic
8 am Old Rides Roger Jackson Class
5th
pm
6
@
ing
Meet
Club
Miata
6 pm
6th
Show
8 am NW GTO Legends Muscle Car
12th
t-Dennis Gage)
(Gues
Show
y
Chev
Tri-5
am
8
19th
8 am Corvette Marque Club Vette Show
26th
6 pm VCCA Meeting @ 6 pm
26th
k/Pontiac)
8 am Olds Club of America Show (Buic
2nd
Show
Car
ren
Child
the
8 am Serve First Feed
9th
Week Show
ric
Elect
Drive
nal
Natio
am
9
16th
23rd 10 am VW Fall Fling
allengers/300s
14th 10 am Magnum/Chargers/Ch
Bash
kin
Pump
ers
Cruis
PT
27th 10 am
Toy Drive
2nd 10 am 17th Jingle Bell Cruz

In
z- )
u
g
r in

C it
ayr Perm
d
e
r h

lowing the second drive route to
the historic Bixby Bridge, south
of Carmel.
However, what gets auto journalists juices really flowing is the
chance to drive on a track. On
day two the rain gods relented,
and journalists had the opportunity to hustle around one of the
most celebrated tracks in the
world, Mazda Raceway Laguna
Seca. This historic road course,
with 15 corners and over 500 feet
in elevation change challenges
the capability of both the driver
and car. Its signature feature,
the downhill “corkscrew” turn,

requires an act of faith to negotiate the first time you try it. However, the WAJ members were up
to the task, and put the pedal to
the metal in cars as diverse as
the Mazda MX-5 Miata and the
Dodge Challenger Hellcat.
Alas, all good things come
to an end, and at 4 o’clock, on
March 21st, the track closed. The
cars were loaded onto the carryalls, and WAJ members headed
for home. But talk of next year’s
Media Day has already started,
and it won’t be long before the
plans for 2019 will begin to take
shape.

Lilly with Drive Shop checks out WAJ Test Drive Vehicles (photo Auto
News)

The Last
Historical

Rootbeer Drive-in
in the USA

Presenting
Sponsor
WA State
hot Rod
hall of Fame

Fenders On Front
Street Show taped
for later broadcast by
Vintage Vehicle

Old SchOOl cOOking

Lance
Lambert

Featured with . . .

Auto Trader Classics My Classic Car Show
Issaquah Living
Auto News
National Nomad Mag.
CNN
Super Chevy Mag.
Evening Magazine
Florentine Films NY
Food Channel
Nomads Nationals
Travel Network
Seattle Times
Drive Magazine
Sunset Magazine N.Y.
Cuizin’ Magazine
Issaquah Press
Country Living
Hot Rod Magazine
Chevy’s 100th Yr Anniversary
Vintage Vehicle Show 425 The Eastside’s Magazine
honored by KOMO Emmy Awards
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XXX rootbeer drive-in
425-392-1266
98 NE Gilman Blvd, Issaquah, WA 98027
Just off I-90
triplexrootbeer.com

XXXcarShowFlyr012818bleed.indd 1

Messy Juicy Burgers
1/28/18 1:05 PM
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OEM & AFTERMARKET PARTS

Moran Family Expands Automotive Franchise
Moran Family of Brands, one
of the nation’s leading franchisors of general automotive repair,
transmission repair, window tinting and driver safety products,
has experienced dramatic growth
over the past few months. Moran
has executed agreements with
franchise owners for several new
locations that are currently in
various stages of development.
Moran has recently signed
agreements and opened new stores
in Winston-Salem and Cary, NC.
Other new locations, which are
in the site selection process, are
expected to open shortly in Tampa
FL, Bear DE, Dallas TX, and Las

Vegas, NV. The agreement with
the franchise owners in Cary and
Las Vegas are for multiple locations in those markets. Each of
these new stores are for Milex/
Mr. Transmission co-branded
locations, with the exception of
Tampa, which will feature all four
of Moran’s branded operations
– Milex, Mr. Transmission, Alta
Mere and SmartView.
The Multistate Transmission
store in Chicago Heights, IL is
now under new ownership after
the previous owner of 44 years
retired and sold the franchise. The
new franchise owner will co-brand
the location with Milex Complete

Auto Care in the next month while
taking over the highly successful,
and established business.
“We are very excited and fortunate to bring on this many quality
franchisees in such a short period
of time, along with entering several new markets for Moran’s
franchise system,” said Pete Baldine, President of Moran Family
of Brands. “We are on track to
continue this pace throughout
2018 as we execute our target
market strategy, and we are fortunate to have strategic partnerships with broker groups that
continue to provide us with highquality candidates.”

Nexen Announces Drivers for Formula Drift Pro Series
• The Nexen Tire team will
include championship racers
Fredric Aasbo and Chris Forsberg, as well as prominent drivers including Alex Hohnadell and
Jhonnattan Castro throughout the
2018 season.
• Nexen’s N’Fera SUR4G tire
– engineered for superior grip,
handling and weather performance in the most demanding
racing environments – will continue as co-tire for the series until
2020
The brand was also named
“semi-exclusive” tire supplier
for the Formula DRIFT Pro 2
Series
Nexen
Tire
Motorsports’
championship-winning
Formula DRIFT motorsports team
announced it has renewed its partnership with the Formula DRIFT
Pro Series 1 through 2019.
As a reflection of the brand’s
immense commitment to the
sport, the news also reinforces the
trust that top pro drivers have in
Nexen’s tires – which are meticulously engineered to bolster pro
racing performance, complete
with proprietary technology.
With the two-year co-tire sponsorship agreement, several Pro
1 Series championship drivers
will race with the Nexen SUR4G
tire for elevated grip, handling
and challenging weather performance. The SUR4G will also
serve as the semi-exclusive, preferred tire for the Formula DRIFT

Pro 2 Series.
“We are excited to continue
our relationship with Nexen Tire,
who have been a proactive partner of Formula DRIFT and an
active supporter of competition
teams,” said Jim Liaw, president and co-founder of Formula
DRIFT. “Our relationship not
only continues but expands as
Nexen Tire becomes one of two
exclusive tire suppliers of the
Formula DRIFT Link ECU Pro2
Championship, the precursor to
the Formula DRIFT Black Magic
Pro Championship.”
Nexen Tire Team Drivers For the
2018 Formula DRIFT Season:
Fredric Aasbo (Rockstar
Energy Drink / Nexen Tire
Toyota) – 2015 Champion and
2017 second overall driver
Chris Forsberg (NOS Energy
Drink / Nexen Tire Nissan
370Z) – New Nexen team driver;
Winner of three Formula DRIFT
championships
Ryan Tuerck (Gumout / Nexen
Tire Toyota 86) – Newly signed to
the Nexen team; will co-star with
Forsberg in “Blackout Show”
Alec Hohnadell (Rain X /
Nexen Tire Nissan S14) – Formula DRIFT “Most Improved
Driver” and professional stunt
driver
Jhonnattan Castro (GerdauMetadom / Nexen Tire Toyota
86) – First Dominican driver to
be granted a Formula DRIFT
license

Dan Burkett (RAD Industries /
Nexen Tire Toyota Supra) – Coowner of popular race shop RAD
Industries
Josh Robinson (Australian
Ute) – First year in Pro 1
Kyle Mohan (Mazdatrix Mazda
MX-5) – 15-year Formula DRIFT
veteran; Co-owner of Kyle
Mohan Racing
Additional Nexen team drivers
will be announced at a later date.
N’Fera SUR4G:
• Proprietary Technology.
• Extreme Performance.
• Engineered for Champions.
Nexen launched the Extreme
UHP N’Fera SUR4G tire in 2017,
and the street-legal racing tire
immediately took the motorsports
industry by storm. Meticulously
engineered for superior performance in Formula DRIFT, SCCA
and time trials, the SUR4G delivers optimal grip and response,
with minimal performance drop
under extreme conditions. Last
year, the N’Fera SUR4G team
secured two wins and a podium
finish, in addition to placing
second in overall driver points
and finishing second in the tire
cup championship.
The 2018 Formula DRIFT
season officially kicks off on
April 6 with Round 1 of the
series: Streets of Long Beach
(Long Beach, Calif.).
For more information, please
contact media@nexentireusa.com.

Line-X Highlights
Extreme Protective
Coating uses in New
National Campaign

New Humorous Campaign
Spotlights Extreme Protection
From LINE-X’s Famed Protective Coatings on Nearly Anything Imaginable – Even Donuts
Traditionally Known for Truck
Bedliners, LINE-X Is Used Globally to Make Objects Near- ‘Unbreakable’ – From the U.S. Pentagon for Blast Protection to Jeep
Exteriors - And Across Industrial,
Military, Manufacturing, Automotive and Lifestyle Uses
New “Outside the Bedliner”
ads feature unique objects coated
in LINE-X to show the versatility
of protective coatings on a variety of surfaces.
LINE-X, a global leader in
extreme performance protective
coatings with proprietary technologies and stylish truck accessories, is showcasing the limitless application possibilities of
its products through a humorous
new marketing campaign: “Outside the Bedliner.”
For more than 25 years, LINE-X
has been one of the world’s leading manufacturers of scientifically
advanced protective coatings –
prominent first for its unparalleled
truck bedliner products.
The company’s virtually unbreakable protective coatings
have been trusted in the most extreme and mission-critical applications across multiple industries.
From protecting concrete walls at

the Pentagon from bomb blasts,
armoring the exteriors of Jeeps/
off-road vehicles to protecting watercraft and reinforcing large steel
bridges from corrosion – usage
for LINE-X across the world goes
as far as the imagination.
Created to support the company’s rapidly expanding network
of more than 660 applicators in
the United States and in more
than 75 countries, “Outside the
Bedliner” shows how LINE-X
coatings can be applied to boats,
powersports vehicles, tools,
industrial equipment, utility trailers and just about anything else ...
like a briefcase full of cash.
“People around the world have
known for a while that our lineup
of specially engineered protective coating products deliver
the most extreme performance
– starting with bedliners and
extending to uses from vehicle
exteriors to demanding military
applications and everything in
between,” said Dennis Weese,
president of LINE-X. “With this
fun campaign, we’re aiming to
showcase just how versatile our
coatings really are – with objects
of every size and shape being
made virtually unbreakable.
Whether a mission-critical use,
extreme environment or industrial applications, we’re looking
forward to telling those stories in
a bold way.”
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TECHNOLOGY

NEW Software Lets Your Car Tell You What it Needs
MIT team develops software
that can tell if tires need air,
spark plugs are bad, or air filter
needs replacing.
Imagine hopping into a rideshare car, glancing at your smartphone, and telling the driver that
the car’s left front tire needs air,
its air filter should be replaced
next week, and its engine needs
two new spark plugs.
Within the next year or two,
people may be able to get that
kind of diagnostic information in
just a few minutes, in their own
cars or any car they happen to be
in. They wouldn’t need to know
anything about the car’s history
or to connect to it in any way;
the information would be derived
from analyzing the car’s sounds
and vibrations, as measured by
the phone’s microphone and
accelerometers.
The MIT research behind
this idea has been reported in a
series of papers, most recently
in the November issue of the
journal Engineering Applications
of Artificial Intelligence. The
new paper’s co-authors include
research scientist Joshua Siegel

PhD ’16; Sanjay Sarma, the Fred
Fort Flowers and Daniel Fort
Flowers Professor of Mechanical
Engineering and vice president
of open learning at MIT; and two
others.
A smartphone app combining
the various diagnostic systems
the team developed could save
the average driver $125 a year
and improve their overall gas
mileage by a few percentage
points, Siegel says. For trucks,
the savings could run to $600 a
year, not counting the benefits of
avoiding breakdowns that could
result in lost income.
With today’s smartphones,
Siegel explains, “the sensitivity
is so high, you can do a good
job [of detecting the relevant
signals] without needing any
special connection.” For some
diagnostics, though, mounting
the phone to a dashboard holder
would improve the level of accuracy. Already, the accuracy of
the results from the diagnostic
systems they have developed, he
says, are “all well in excess of 90
percent.” And tests for misfire
detection have produced no false

positives where a problem was
incorrectly identified.
The basic idea is to provide
diagnostic information that can
warn the driver of upcoming
issues or needed routine maintenance, before these conditions
lead to breakdowns or blowouts.
Take the air filter, for example
— the topic of the team’s latest
findings. An engine’s sounds
can reveal telltale signs of how
clogged the air filter is and when
to change it. And unlike many
routine maintenance tasks, it’s
just as bad to change air filters
too soon as to wait too long,
Siegel says.
That’s because brand-new air
filters let more particles pass
through, until they eventually
build up enough of a coating of
particles that the pore sizes get
smaller and reach an optimal
level of filtration. “As they age,
they filter better,” he says. Then,
as the buildup continues, eventually the pores get so small that
they restrict the airflow to the
engine, reducing its performance.
Knowing just the right time to
replace the filter can make a

measurable difference in an
engine’s performance and operating costs.
How can the phone tell the
filter is getting clogged? “We’re
listening to the car’s breathing,
and listening for when it starts to
snore,” Siegel says. “As it starts
to get clogged, it makes a whistling noise as air is drawn in.
Listening to it, you can’t differentiate it from the other engine
noise, but your phone can.”
To develop and test the various
diagnostic systems, which also
include detecting engine misfires
that signal a bad spark plug or
the need for a tune up, Siegel and
his colleagues tested data from a
variety of cars, including some
that ran perfectly and others in
which one of these issues, from
a clogged filter to a misfire, was
deliberately induced. Often, in
order to test different models, the
researchers rented cars, created a
condition they wanted to be able
to diagnose, and then restored the
car to normal.
“For our data, we’ve induced
failures [after renting] a perfectly
good vehicle” and then fixed it
and “returned the car better than
when we took it out. I’ve rented
cars and given them new air
filters, balanced their tires, and
done an oil change” before taking
them back, he recalls.
Some of the diagnostics require
a complicated multistep process.
For example, to tell if a car’s tires

are getting bald and will need
to be replaced soon, or that they
are overinflated and might risk
a blowout, the researchers use a
combination of data collection
and analysis. First, the system
uses the phone’s built-in GPS
system to monitor the car’s actual
speed. Then, vibration data can
be used to determine how fast the
wheels are turning. That in turn
can be used to derive the wheel’s
diameter, which can be compared
with the diameter that would be
expected if the tire were new and
properly inflated.
Many of the diagnostics are
derived by using machine-learning processes to compare many
recordings of sound and vibration
from well-tuned cars with similar
ones that have a specific problem.
The machine learning systems
can then extract even very subtle
differences. For example, algorithms designed to detect wheel
balance problems did a better
job at detecting imbalances than
expert drivers from a major car
company, Siegel says.
A prototype smartphone app
that incorporates all these diagnostic tools is being developed
and should be ready for field
testing in about six months, Siegel
says, and a commercial version
should be available within about
a year after that. The system will
be commercialized by a startup
company Siegel founded called
Data Driven.

Pirelli Partners with Fisker
on New “Emotion”
Vehicle Launch

Coming Soon! A Holiday Car Show!

Pirelli announced recently that
it is working with Fisker Inc.
to create advanced low rolling
resistance tires for the new Fisker
EMotion luxury electric vehicle,
set to launch in late 2019.
Pirelli will develop summer
P Zero tires in the following
sizes for the Fisker EMotion:
285/35R24 (F) and 305/35R24
(R). The focus of this development will be on low rolling resistance, spirited handling and extra
comfort due to tall sidewalls.
“This new partnership with
Fisker Inc. underscores Pirelli’s commitment to innovation
from the track to the street, seen
through our cutting edge technology applications and global
motorsport investment. So we are
thrilled to support Fisker Inc. with
these fitments on the EMotion
and align in our common goal
of pushing the boundaries of
premium driving performance,”
said Pierluigi Dinelli, CEO and
Chairman of Pirelli Tire North
America.
The AWD sedan features a
range of more than 400 miles,
hardware to support fully autonomous driving, fast-charging
of 125 miles in 9 minutes and
internet connectivity enabling
automatic updates to be streamed
directly to the vehicle. Created by
prominent automotive designer,

Henrik Fisker – renowned for
past work on iconic creations
like the BMW Z8, Aston Martin
DB9, VLF Force 1, Karma and
more – the EMotion also features never-before-seen design
elements that reflect the brand’s
supercar DNA.
“Our goal is to make the best
handling electric sports sedan
on the planet, with the most
comfortable ride, and Pirelli is
essential to achieve our goals,”
said Henrik Fisker, chairman
and CEO of Fisker Inc. “Pirelli
is world famous for designing
some of the highest performing
tires on the market. Incorporating
their low-rolling resistance technology into the EMotion really
completes the equation where
ground breaking supercar design
elements and technology meet
the very best in performance.”
The tires will be produced in
Rome, Georgia, strengthening
Pirelli’s ‘local for local’ approach
in North America. Fisker is also
exploring utilizing the Pirelli
Noise Cancelling System and
connected
tire
technology
features.
The Fisker EMotion will start
at $129,900, and is slated for
production in the United States.
Pirelli social media hashtags:
#pirelliusa #pirelli #pzero
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New Porsche Pikes Peak Class
McClaren
Senna: A
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Journey
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Track To
Road

Coker Tire Named Exclusive Tire & Yokohama Tire Named Sponsor
Wheel Sponsor of Mecum Auctions and Exclusive Tire Provider for
Newly announced partnership
will spotlight Coker Tire and its
full line of products for the restoration and collector car market at
all 18 Mecum Auctions, including on-site product sales and
support, television coverage and
special recognition of Cokerequipped vehicles.
Coker Tire, the world’s largest
supplier of collector vehicle tires,
is proud to announce it has signed
an exclusive tire and wheel sponsorship agreement with Mecum
Auctions, the world’s largest
collector-car auction company.
Kicking off with this weekend’s
10-day, 3,200-car auction at
Osceola Heritage Park in Kissimmee, Florida, the new partnership will include on-site booth
displays at each of the 18 stops
along the 2018 Mecum schedule,
commercial spots, and dedicated
air time during coverage offering perspectives about auction
vehicles equipped with Coker tire
products.
“Partnering with Mecum Auctions will serve as a testament to
not only our love of classic vehi-

cles but also our focus on getting
the period-correct details that add
value to these incredible cars,”
President and COO of Coker Tire
Wade Kawasaki said. “For years,
Hot Rodders, custom-car builders and even concours-winning
restorers have known that Coker
Tire offers the best balance of
aesthetics and performance. Dana
Mecum and his team have built
an incredible presence with their
auctions both at the local and
national level, and their appreciation for preserved and restored
classics makes this relationship a
perfect fit.”
With a full line of tires and
wheels for both restored classics
and customized vehicles, Coker
Tire offers the highest quality
rolling stock for a wide array of
collector vehicles. From its latest
Firestone Wide Oval Radial tire
to concours-quality bias-ply tires
and steel wheels, Coker Tire
products are designed to preserve
factory aesthetics and increase
value while providing modern
performance and quality.

Dana Mecum (left) with Wade Kawasaki, Coker Tire
President (right), Corky Coker (center)

ADVAN A052™ is the spec
tire for the inaugural Porsche
Cayman GT4 Clubsport Pikes
Peak Hill Climb Trophy by
Yokohama
Yokohama Tire Corporation is
about to “Race to the Clouds.”
The tire maker is teaming up with
Porsche Motorsport North America, Porsche Cars North America
and the Pikes Peak International
Hill Climb Organization for a
new class in the world-famous
Broadmoor Pikes Peak International Hill Climb.
Yokohama is the sponsor and
exclusive tire supplier for The
Porsche Cayman GT4 Clubsport
Pikes Peak Hill Climb Trophy by
Yokohama, set for June 18-24,
on the legendary Colorado
Springs, Colorado course. The
new class – the first official onemake Porsche category in the
96-year history of the “Race to
the Clouds” – is exclusive to the
Porsche Cayman GT4 Clubsport.
Eight “invitation-only” entries
will compete on Yokohama’s
ADVAN A052™ tires.
“2018 marks the 40th anniversary of our flagship ADVAN®
brand, and we’ve enjoyed a pretty
successful history on Pike’s
Peak, including an overall win in
1995, and most recently several
EV class records,” said Andrew
Briggs, Yokohama’s vice president of marketing. “It’s an honor
to combine our heritage on the
mountain with our ongoing support of Porsche activities in North
America. We’re excited to once
again be involved with Porsche in
this new class at Pikes Peak.”
In addition to providing tires
for the event, Yokohama will be
utilizing one of the limited invitations to send Team Yokohama

member, Nitro Circus founder
and action sports superstar,
Travis Pastrana, up the mountain.
“Travis has a wealth of experience in a wide array of vehicles
and venues, but this will be his
first time racing in the Pikes
Peak International Hill Climb,”
said Briggs. “It’s our passion
and commitment to motorsports
that’s going to align Travis, our
new ADVAN A052 street tire and
an iconic make in Porsche, all
competing in one of the world’s
most legendary races. It’s certainly going to be fun to watch.”
Running in the Pikes Peak
Challenge Time Attack Division,
three variants of the mid-engine
Porsche Cayman GT4 are eligible: the Clubsport, the IMSA
GS class-spec Clubsport and the
international GT4-specifaction
Clubsport MR. The Porsche
Cayman GT4 Clubsport is the
race variant of the popular roadgoing Cayman GT4.
Porsche Motorsport North
America will have race support on
site for the entire week of testing,
practice, qualifying and the race
(June 24). Yokohama will provide
tire technical support throughout
the week dedicated to the Pikes
Peak Challenge Time Attack
Division’s Pikes Peak Cup.
The new agreement will add to
an already extensive list of North
American-based
motorsports
activities both on- and off-road
for Yokohama. This includes
the Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge
USA by Yokohama, the Ultra
94 Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge
Canada by Yokohama, 24 Hours
of Lemons, Spec MX-5 Challenge, TrophyLite, Yokohama
NORRA Mexican 1000 and
Yokohama Sonora Rally.

Pirelli and McLaren have
started a new chapter in their
long-standing technical partnership, which will be one of
the most challenging in history.
Namely, Pirelli has developed
tires to guarantee the very highest
performance levels on and off
track for the new McLaren
Senna, a special car with unique
characteristics.
The new tires that will equip
the British hypercar are extreme
versions of both the Pirelli P Zero
Trofeo and P Zero tires. The P
Zero Trofeo tire developed for
the Senna, while conceived as a
track tire, can also be used for the
road. In the same way, the P Zero
tire – by nature more of a road
tire – is additionally suitable for
use on the track.
To come up with the best quality
product, Pirelli’s engineers relied
on an extensive shared history
with McLaren – especially its
tire development for the P1 – and
most importantly, lessons learned
from motorsport.
The McLaren Senna is an
explicit sports car, reminiscent of
a GT3 machine for the road. This
is thanks to massive power (800
horsepower), an extremely light
carbon fiber chassis, a sophisticated race-derived suspension
system and cutting-edge aerodynamics.
These headlining characteristics required made-to-measure
tires capable of withstanding
extreme acceleration and aerodynamic loads.
Pirelli paid particular attention
to materials to reach the targeted
objectives, choosing those most
suited to state-of-the-art performance, with light weight and
optimal design ensuring perfect
reliability and strategic durability.
All of these elements combined
guarantees perfect balance and
road holding, with precise turnin, impressive stability and
maximum traction under all
driving conditions, as well as
reduced braking distances.
In particular, the innovative
tire design with its asymmetric
profiles and sidewalls delivers
optimal lateral grip and maximizes the interaction between
front and rear axles.
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ACME AUTO DETAIL
Redmond based Acme Auto Detail
is owned and operated by the Antonio
Castillo family. Antonio has been in the
auto industry since 1999 first working
with new car dealerships then opening
and owning his own shop in Redmond.
Acme details cars, trucks, SUV’s and
boats from Renton to Everett including
the entire Eastside. Acme Auto Detail
is open Monday thru Friday 8 am to 6

U.S.A. OF YESTERDAY

pm and Saturday’s 9:30 am to 5 pm and
appointments are suggested. Acme Auto
Detail offers courtesy shuttle service with
pickup and delivery. Mobile service is
also available.
Antonio said “..... we specialize in high
quality details.” If you are looking for
an eastside detail shop call Acme Auto
Detail (425) 885-2423 or visit www.
acmeautodetail.net

U.S.A. of Yesterday is a unique business
that specializes in the brokerage of special
interest automobiles from the ‘30s, ‘40s,
‘50s and ‘60s. Located in a restored 1940s
Premier Auto Dealership in downtown
Tacoma. U.S.A. of Yesterday recreates
the exciting era of the ‘30s through ‘60s.
The dealership, an architectural showplace, complete with large circular glass
showrooms and turntables for the cars,
is a true essence of the past. U.S.A. of

Yesterday. The company specializes in
antique, classic and collector car sales,
consignment sales, financing, classic
vehicle insurance, on-site appraisal,
service department, nostalgic decorator
items, site rental for parties, auto detail
service and both private and public tours.
If you are an auto buff or have an interest
in old cars, be sure and stop by for a tour.
Look for the U.S.A. of Yesterday ad in the
AUTO NEWS service directory.

AUTOMOTIVE SALES
SALES &
AUTOMOTIVE
& SERVICES
SERVICES

BOOKS 4 CARS

FOREIGN CAR SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE DETAIL

EUROPEAN CAR REPAIR

INDOOR KART RACING

ALIGNMENTS & ACCESSORIES

WHEELS & TIRES

MUFFLERS

NUTRITION PRODUCTS

CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

You
Can Buy
You Can Buy
This
Space
This Space
for
for $40/mo.
$40/mo.

(206) 998-1247
www.AutoNewsOnline.com
Health + Wellness
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Cash For Cars
Top Dollar Paid For

Any Car or Truck!
DRAGERS Classics
Jeri Drager, owner of Drager’s Classics,
has been in the collector car business for
over 30 years. Jeri’s dad opened Drager’s
Harley Davidson in 1950 on Dexter
Avenue, and Jeri eventually converted the
store to a classic car show room. He also
maintained a location on Aurora for years.
In 2001, Jeri moved his operation to
18805 Aurora Ave. North where he has
converted a warehouse into a classic car
and motorcycle show room and museum
featuring ‘30s, ‘40s, ‘50s and ‘60s
American cars, old motorcycles, pedal
cars, toys, old bikes, signs, automobilea

platinum Autos

and stuff. We suggest you call ahead
(206) 533-9600) and Jeri will take you
for a trip into the past.
Drager’s Classics has over 100 classic
cars, motorcycles, and bikes on display
Jeri calls his place “Drager’s Club
House” and rents it out to friends and
customers for parties, meetings and
special events. Drager’s Classics is open
by appointment only, and you can check
out the inventory online at www.dragers.
com. Look for the Drager’s Classics ad
in the Auto News Service Directory.

CLASSIC, ANTIQUE, HOTROD SALES

Platinum Autos is one of the largest
sellers of pre-owned cars trucks, and
SUVs in the Northwest. In business
since 1995 Platinum Motors is open 7
days a week from 9 am to 9 pm.
With 10 employees and over 125 vehicles in stock see (www.platinumautos.
com) Platinum Autos is still looking

EXTREME RACING CARS

for consignments and they pay cash for
cars if your interested in selling your
car, truck, SUV, cycle or boat. The Platinum motto is: “Top Dollar Paid
For Any Vehicle” Call today
and ask for Robert. (206) 650-0505 or
QUESTSWAN@MSN.COM - See Ad
Below

WE PAY CASH FOR CARS

Cash For Cars
Top Dollar Paid For

Any Car or Truck!
HOT RODS & COLLECTOR CARS

Call (206) 650-0505
www.platinumautos.com
EUROPEAN CLASSIC CAR SERVICE

AUDIO & ACCESSORIES

FOREIGN CAR SERVICE

ANTIQUE BOATS FOR SALE

UPHOLSTERY & CONVERTIBLE TOPS

You Can Buy
This Space
for $40/mo.
(206) 484-6529

VEHICLE/VESSEL LICENSING

AUTO & MARINE DETAIL
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Biggs Eastside Automotive
Conveniently located at 12700 Bel-Red
Rd. in Bellevue, Washington, Biggs Eastside can serve the entire Seattle metropolitan area. They specialize exclusively
in Land Rover and Range Rover service,
and you can expect the best quality of
service available for Land Rovers in the
entire northwest.
The shop has an Autologic diagnostic
system with all the latest software, capable
of everything the Dealer’s TestBook can

do and more, even on the newest models.
Unlike many independent shops, they also
carry a full line of factory equipment and
replacement parts. All the technicians
are Land Rover factory, ASE and ASA
certified.
Biggs Eastside is truly the “dealer
alternative.” For more information, log
onto www.biggsrovers.com and look for
the Biggs Eastside Automotive ad in the
Auto News Service Directory.

AUTOMOBILE REPAIR & SERVICE

leather + TECH
Leather + Tech is an Eastside business serving Northwest customers for
their auto and marine interior restoration needs. With 19 years in the business owner Chad Haugen and his team
specialize in “.... the art of perfection in
leather restoration.”

Leather Restoration

+

More

Leathers Plus is open Monday
through Friday and appointments are
suggested. With years of experience
in the business the Leathers Plus team
can work on everything from your daily
driver to exotic and collector show cars.
See Their Ad Below and call today.

CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

AIR BAG SERVICE & DIAGNOSIS

USED TIRES - NEW LOCATION

ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
Steven B. Bishop, CPA, CVA, CFF
Principal

Get great advice from
CPA’s who like cars as
much as you do.

206.613.0240 direct
sbishop@badermartin.com
1000 Second Ave. 34th Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

Certified Public Accountants + Business Advisors

real estate - phoenix

You
Buy
You Can
Can Buy
This
Space
This Space
for $40/mo.
$40/mo.
for

(206) 998-1247
www.AutoNewsOnline.com
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Joydrive, A Seattle Startup, Announces Both Addition of
Honda, Infiniti, Chrysler, Dodge & Jeep Across the Entire
Marketplace, Plus Further Expansion into Portland, OR

Joydrive, the only online marketplace for buying both new
and pre-owned vehicles without
visiting a dealership, announced
today that it is expanding its technology platform to the Portland
area as well as the addition of
brands Honda, Infiniti, Chrysler,
Dodge, and Jeep across the entire
marketplace.
With the announcement, Seattle-based Joydrive increases its
available inventory by about 900
percent to more than 4,500 new
and pre-owned vehicles ready for
no-hassle purchase on the company’s unique, user-friendly platform. The announcement means
that Joydrive customers will
have access to 16 brands (Toyota,
Subaru, Chevrolet, Ford, Nissan,
Volkswagen, Cadillac, GMC,
Buick, Hyundai and Kia, with the
five new brands -- Honda, Infiniti, Chrysler, Dodge and Jeep -available soon).
The Portland expansion comes
hot on the heels of Joydrive launching a Super Bowl ad and digital
campaign - aimed at the Seattle-

Tacoma market and viewable here
- describing with simple graphics
the breakthrough mobile-friendly
platform that empowers customers
to complete their entire car buying
process online, including trade-in,
financing and home delivery in as
fast as one day. No visit to a dealership is necessary. Customers enjoy
a five day return period to drive
and experience the car in the way
they’ll actually use it.
“Consumers are clear that they
want an alternative to spending
time at a dealership but also want
the wide selection of new and
pre-owned vehicles that dealers
generally offer,” says founder
Hunter Gorham. “Joydrive is
unique in that it answers both of
these critical consumer desires.
Our innovative approach to
giving customers what they want
means we’re quickly expanding,
and thrilled to make such a robust
entry to the Portland market.”
Innovations Make Joydrive Different
Joydrive is significantly different from other online car buying

platforms in part because of its
network of handpicked dealers.
Through this network, Joydrive
creates an easy, transparent and
consistent car buying experience
across all brands and vehicles. By
purchasing vehicles from dealers
through Joydrive, customers get
access to new vehicles, greater
selection across more vehicles, a
faster and easier process, and can
trust their vehicle will be handled
by licensed professionals.
Customer testimonials to Joydrive’s value and ease-of-use
are featured on the company’s
website here. They include this:
“Just try it. I promise you will be
blown away.”
Joydrive, which is based in
Seattle and North Carolina’s
Research Triangle region, spent
the previous two years in beta
mode, stress-testing its platform
and delivering over 250 transactions to customers from California to Montana. With the Portland announcement, Joydrive
continues to expand its footprint
and inventory. The company

expects to surpass 15,000 new
and pre-owned vehicles this year,
making it the country’s largest
online marketplace.
Expansion
plans
include
regional targets such as Texas,
Florida and the Carolinas. See
photos and other images here.
How Joydrive Works
Joydrive is a digital marketplace that facilitates transactions
between customers and a highly
select network of dealers. By
providing customers access to a
marketplace, Joydrive can offer
a wide selection of brands, vehicles, purchasing and financing
options and ensure the experience is consistent and transparent
across all dealers. Additionally,
by embracing the dealer, Joydrive can offer many customers
delivery in as fast as one day and
follow-up service as needed.
Joydrive works in three easy steps:
Buy Online: The entire process can be completed online,
from vehicle selection to delivery. After securing a vehicle with
a $500 fully refundable deposit,

a user-friendly dashboard shows
all details of the transaction
including trade-in, Vehicle Service Contracts, financing options
and delivery scheduling. Of Joydrive’s 250+ transactions in beta
mode, 40% included a trade-in
and 60% included financing.
Home Delivery: Communicating through the dashboard, customers coordinate the vehicle
delivery date and time with their
licensed dealer representatives.
Joydrive has delivered vehicles
from California to Montana with
an average distance of 135 miles.
Because vehicles are located on
dealer lots, delivery can occur as
fast as one day.
5-Day Return Period: Buying
a car can be the largest transaction customers make, so Joydrive
and their dealer members offer a
5-day return period or up to 250
miles to ensure customers love
their purchase. Customers can
drive the car how they will actually use it. To date, less than 3%
of Joydrive’s transactions have
been returned.

2018 Subaru Crosstrek Performs Well On Snow and Ice
continued from page 3

on the steep climb. As we wound
our way up the mountain, I was
happy to be driving a manual
transmission that easily maneuvered in the harsh winter driving conditions and really made
me feel I had great control of
the vehicle at all times. Subaru’s
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive
and raised suspension with Stablex dampers and 8.7 inches
of ground clearance make the
snowy roads easier to traverse.
The winter driving conditions on
the way up to Hurricane Ridge
can include severe weather that
includes icy or snowy roads,
changing snow conditions or
winter rains. Even four-wheeldrive vehicles are required to
carry tire chains.
The Sunshine Orange Subaru

Crosstrek that I drove definitely
stood out in the snow. Inside the
Crosstrek, comfortable seating
with excellent support made the
ride even easier. Orange stitching
on the cloth upholstery as well as
on the leather-wrapped steering
wheel complimented the exterior color. Fog lights, auto on/
off headlights, sound insulation
windshield, a six speaker audio
system, and body color exterior
mirrors are included in the 2.0i
Premium model which is priced
at $23,510.
The best part of our adventure in
the Subaru Crosstrek was that the
vehicle was as much fun to drive
in the snow as was the snowshoeing, cross-country and downhill
skiing, snowboarding and tubing
that await visitors when they get
to the top of the Ridge.

Icy road conditions in the snow park were a perfect place to experience the capabilities of the Subaru Crosstrek in snow and ice. (photo Sally Hanson)

www.subarupuyallup.com

888.873.5262

26

Spring 2018

Visit: www.AutoNewsOnline.com

A Road Trip in a Mazda CX-5 from Bellevue, WA to Bozeman, MT and Back
by Bill McCallum
When I learned I was getting a
2018 Mazda CX-5 for a planned
road trip from Bellevue, WA. to
Bozeman, MT. and back I was
excited for two reasons. First I
had just completed a successful road trip in the 2018 Mazda
CX-9. (See Page 1 story - “Mazda
CX-9 Sales Surge in 2017 as the
SUV & CUV Segment Continues
to Grow” - last issue) Second, I
was glad the 2018 Mazda CX-5
was an all wheel drive as we
anticipated winter driving conditions from Bellevue. WA. to Spokane, WA. and on to Bozeman,
MT. and back.
As it turned out the highways
were clear and dry on both legs
of the trip.
The 4 most important things

I value on a road trip are: Comfort, Power-To- Pass, Room for
your gear, and MPG. The 2018
Mazda CX-5 excels in all four
categories. Comfort is a given
in the entire Mazda lineup with
space age seating design and new
adjustment features.
Power-to-pass is created with
a Skyactiv-G 2.5L engine creating 187 horsepower. The CX-5
doesn’t have quite as much room
as it’s CX-9 big brother,but we
were able to pack luggage, a
cooler and ski gear for three with
room to spare. Our MPG for
the trip was north of 30 miles.
We hit a home run on all four
bases with the 2018 Mazda CX-5
and t should be on your “mustsee” list if you are considering a
new CUV.

Brett (left) and Zach McCallum at Big Sky Ski Resort Montana (photo Auto News)

With the new car brands that the O’Brien
Auto Group has, like a Portland Kia dealership
and a Toyota-Scion dealersip, we take in a
bunch of quality trade-ins every day. Our
customers are constantly trading up to a
new vehicle leaving us with a tremendous
selection of well-maintained, one-owner
pre-owned vehicles--many still with factory
warranties including Certified Pre-Owned.
Stop by one of our stores or shop us online.
From commuters to luxury,
we’ve got what you’re looking for!
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Mecum Kicks Off 2018 with
$
96.6 Million Sale in Kissimmee
The World’s Largest CollectorCar Auction Continues Climbing
to New Heights
Mecum Auctions’ annual
collector-car auction in Kissimmee, Florida, has long held the
title of “world’s largest,” and
this year’s auction again raised
the bar, taking the collector-car
auction market to new heights.
Demonstrating $10 million in
growth over last year’s auction,
Mecum Kissimmee 2018 saw
2,208 vehicles hammer sold from
Jan. 5-14 for overall sales totals
of $96.6 million—a number still
on the rise as sales continue to be
finalized in Mecum’s Bid Goes
On department. With an unprecedented total of 3,023 vehicles
crossing the auction block, the
sell-through rate reached an
impressive 73 percent throughout
the 10-day event.
Topping all sales at the 2018
auction was the one-of-120 2015
Ferrari LaFerrari (Lot S110) that
commanded a $3.41 million sale,
followed by the 150-mile 2016
Ferrari F12tdf (Lot S113) from
the Michael Fux Collection that
demanded $1.32 million. With
this year’s auction featuring two
dozen private collections from
many well-known and respected
collectors, Fux’s collection of
more than 30 highly desirable
classic and collector vehicles
served as a headlining offering.
In total, Fux’s collection brought
more than $6.54 million in sales.
Following his F12tdf, the next
singular vehicle offering from
Fux to make the auction’s top 10
list was another exotic donning
the prancing horse emblem: a

2015 Ferrari 458 Speciale Aperta
(Lot S111) that sold for $726,000.
Unique, multi-vehicle offerings were an additional highlight
at this year’s auction, and two
such sales landed among the top
five, including Fux’s MercedesBenz AMG Black Series Quartet
(Lot S118) that sold for more than
$1 million. The other top-selling
multi-vehicle offering was that
of two 1969 Chevrolet Camaro
ZL1s (Lot T150) that brought
$1.21 million.
In addition to the extraordinary
sales results, Kissimmee 2018
raised the bar in entertainment
with the first-ever Mecum culinary cook-off for celebrity chefs,
as well as live music, drum lines,
live variety entertainers, many
sponsor education sessions and
much more, further expanding
on the event’s festival-like atmosphere.
“Kissimmee 2018 proved to
be another year of exceptional
growth in overall sales totals,
individual sales prices and
exceeding the milestone achievement of consigning more than
3,000 cars,” commented Consignment Director Frank Mecum.
“We’re proud to continue to hold
the world’s largest collector-car
auction in Florida, and we are
excited to raise the bar once again
in 2019.”
TOP 3 Sellers
1. 2015 Ferrari LaFerrari (Lot
S110) at $3,410,000
2. 2016 Ferrari F12tdf (Lot
S113) at $1,320,000
3. The 1969 Camaro
ZL1 Offering (Lot T150) at
$1,210,000

AcurA

Acura of Seattle – www.obrienautogroup.com

AstOn MArtin

Galpin Aston Martin – www.galpin.com
Park Place Aston Martin

AuDi
Audi of Newport Beach – www.newportautocenter.com

BentLey
Bentley of Newport Beach – www.newportautocenter.com

BMW
BMW of Seattle – www.BMWseattle.com

Buick

Buick Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Haselwood Buick – www.westhillsautoplex.com

cADiLLAc
Doug’s NW Cadillac – www.dougscadillac.com

chevrOLet

Roy Robinson Chev – www.royrobinsonchevy.com

chrysLer

Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Chrysler – www.westhillsautoplex.com

DODge / rAM

Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Dodge – www.westhillsautoplex.com

2015 Ferrari LaFerrari, 1 of 120 For the U.S. Market, 317 Miles (Lot S110) Sold for $3,410,000

The 1969 Camaro ZL1, Offering No. 18 & 30 of 69 Built, Sold as a Pair (Lot T150) Sold
for $1,210,000

FiAt

Lexus

FOrD

LincOLn

Fiat of Tacoma – www.fiatoftacoma.com
Galpin Ford – www.galpin.com
Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Ford – www.westhillsautoplex.com

gMc

GMC of Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Haselwood GMC – www.westhillsautoplex.com

hOnDA

Galpin Honda – www.galpin.com
Honda of Marysville – www.obrienautogroup.com
West Hills Honda – www.westhillsautoplex.com

hyunDAi

Doug’s Hyundai – www.dougshyundai.com
Haselwood Hyundai – www.westhillsautoplex.com

inFiniti

Infinity of Bellevue – www.infinitiofbellevue.com

JAguAr
Galpin Jaguar – www.galpin.com
Jaguar of Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com

JeeP

Gillis Auto Center – www.gillisautocenter.com
West Hills Jeep – www.westhillsautoplex.com

kiA

Portland Kia – www.obrienautogroup.com
West Hills Kia – www.westhillsautoplex.com

LAnD rOver

Land Rover Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com

Lexus of Bellevue – www.obrienautogroup.com
Lexus of Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com
Galpin Lincoln – www.galpin.com

MAzDA

Doug’s Mazda of Lynnwood – www.dougsmazda.com
West Hills Mazda – www.westhillsautoplex.com

MerceDes-Benz

Mercedes-Benz of Lynnwod – www.mblynwood.com

nissAn

Bellevue Nissan – www.bellevuenissan.com

POrsche

Porsche of Newport Beach – www.newportautocenter.com

suBAru

Subaru of Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Galpin Subaru – www.galpin.com
Roy Robinson Subaru – www.royrobinson.com

tOyOtA

Toyota of Portland – www.obrienautogroup.com
Toyota of Renton – www.obrienautogroup.com
Toyota of Kirkland – www.obrienautogroup.com
Heartland Toyota – www.westhillsautoplex.com

vOLksWAgen

Galpin VW – www.galpin.com
VW of Kirkland – www.obrienautogroup.com
Volkswagen of Puyallup – www.harnishautofamily.com
Haselwood VW – www.westhillsautoplex.com

vOLvO

Volvo of Tacoma – www.obrienautogroup.com
Galpin Volvo – www.galpin.com
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PORTLAND
PORTLAND EXPO CENTER • PORTLAND, OR

JUNE 22-23 • 600 VEHICLES
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GATES OPEN DAILY AT 8 AM
$30 DAILY GENERAL ADMISSION

BUY. SELL. SPECTATE.

(per person) // children 12 and younger admitted at no charge

CONSIGN OR REGISTER TO BID
For Complete Auction Consignment or Bidding Information go to Mecum.com or call 262-275-5050

THE EXPERIENCE BEGINS AT MECUM.COM
OR License DA2508

