Have you ever made a good plan, 


thinking things out to the smallest detail, 



and then suddenly had to change it all at the last minute?  

Of course you have, 


you live in Skagway, Alaska.  

I know that I am not the only one who has reserved a flight, 


with a ferry backup, 



because we have learned, 


only to have both the flight and  the ferry cancelled.  

I know that, 


because that has been the newspaper headline 



multiple times in the last 12 months.  

So suddenly, 


our nice relaxing vacation 


or already stressful trip out for medical 



has stress pouring out the sides 


and you are trying to decide if it is worth it to go.  

I had that discussion in the Juneau Airport, 


trying to figure out if it was still worth going to New Zealand 



as my most expensive trip I almost cancelled.

So we know what it is like to have a wrinkle thrown into our plans.  


But we also have had reasons why we persevered on, 



while other mortals would have given up long before.  

A piece in part of our perseverance is, 


we would not be going to start out with, 



unless the trip is really important.  

Lisa and I do not find ourselves on the weekend saying,


 “Matilda and Steve are getting married this weekend, 



do you want to go to their wedding in Portland?”  

If we are going to spend the couple thousand dollars 


to go to someone down south's wedding, 



we have done so months earlier.  

If it was important enough for us to be there 


then we have committed to the event 



sometimes before the Save the Date is sent out.

In our text today, 


we find Jesus being shown a possible wrinkle in his plan.  


Or at least a hiccup that no one else saw coming.  

He is teaching in Galilee most likely, 


when some Pharisees come 



and tell him that, “Herod wants to kill you.”  

Due to the context, 


the reason for the Pharisees telling Jesus this is ambiguous.  



We do not know if it is a kindness, 




or a threat to get him to move on.  



We do know that Herod is not against killing people 




who threaten his illegitimate kingship.  





We know John the Baptist is already headless, 






because he questioned Herod's move 







to marry his brother's sister.  





We also know that he is only in the position he is in 






because of Rome's granting his father power.  





Not by any actual bloodline connection.  



He also only has a fourth of the kingdom that his father ruled, 




which meant that there was a power play amongst the four rulers 




trying to get a larger cut of the pie.

What might surprise us, 


is Jesus' response.  

“Go tell that fox I have work to do.” 


 Jesus' title for Herod carries with it 



much of what we have already just disclosed.  

In scripture, 


fox carries with it three pieces of baggage.  



Foxes were destructive, 



they were sly, 



and the title described a worthless and insignificant man.  

This is Jesus' response.  


Yes the King wants to kill him, 



but Jesus does not take the threat seriously.  

Taunting someone with limited power, 


usually invites them to go beyond the lengths of their legitimate power



to show you their supposed power.  

As we discussed at Christmas time, 


his father, 



Herod the Great, 


had killed thousands of boys to prevent a rival king.  

Much of Herod Antipas maneuvering had been similar.  


If you are a legitimate ruler with respect, 



you don't worry about pleasing your step-daughter in front of other people, 



and cut a prophet's head off.  


The fox has some reason to be feared, 





but for truly a powerful force to be feared, 




one would refer to a lion.  


Foxes are nuisances, 


cause trouble, 



but they are not as powerful as they think. 

From a risk management perspective, 


foxes are a concern, 



but not really a great threat.

In fairness to Herod, 


he is a piece in the work of the Almighty God.  

There has been no leader in the history of the world 


that has been a lion 



in preventing God's salvation plan from moving forward.  


Not any Caesar, 


not Attila the Hun,


 not any Prime Minister or President of any country.  

The list of ones that thought that they were is long.

But when we look at Jesus' life 

and look at our own lives, 


in both cases, there are many places where we could have 


and should have died.  



Whether that is because of a diagnosis, 



ignorance of youth, 



or wanting to test the limits of abilities and nature.  


But we are still here. 

 Jesus knew the plan.  


He knew that Jerusalem was where his death would occur.  


He knew what God's plan was for him that day 



and the days ahead.  

Which gives him a freedom. 


 Jesus knew what was a true threat 



and what was a perceived threat.  

More than that, 


Jesus knew what he was supposed to be doing.  

For now, 


it was driving out demons 


and healing people.  

When he had healed those he was meant to, 


he would continue on his way to Jerusalem.

Now I know most bibles have a “Book of Maps” in them.  


But for most of us, 



it is like looking at a map of Europe, 


where you know where things are, 



but without having lived there, 




we do not pay much attention to which administrative regions 




are in which part of France, 





unless we are a wine connoisseur.  

Jesus says, 


“I must die in Jerusalem.”  

Here is the part that made Jesus' taunt of Herod 


pop for me this week.  

While Herod is in the crucifixion story, 


he happens to be there visiting, 


not ruling.  

Jerusalem is out of his jurisdiction.  


We know that Pilate tries to pull him in, 



but Jesus there won't speak to Herod at all.  



Jesus was silent the whole time before Herod.  




He is then sent back to Pilate to be dealt with.  



Hence the Apostles Creed mentioning just Pontius Pilate.

Jesus knows that it is Jerusalem where he will be killed, 


so it is to Jerusalem he is headed. 

 This possible hiccup to the plan 


is dealt with in perspective.  


Jesus does not worry about getting there faster or slower.  



He does not stop doing the other things that need to be done 




before he goes to his death.  


Instead, 



he trusts his Father that what has been revealed to him 




will occur as planned.

When you have traveled 


and hit those hiccups, 



you know there comes a time where flexibility goes out the window.  

I know that I have added in more of that flexible time into our traveling schedule.  


5 minute layovers are a thing of the past.  

But there is a time when you must go 


otherwise all of the other connections are lost.  

We experienced that on the way to Puerto Rico.  


We flew out of Whitehorse to Vancouver, 



with 4 hours in between flights.  


However, 



the flight coming in had the luggage doors freeze shut.  




So we were late leaving.  



When we arrived in the Vancouver airport, 




we needed to traverse the length of the airport with our luggage, 





and two small children.  


No problem, 



because we had a stroller.  

Only, 


they were slow in getting the stroller off, 



because of further frozen door issues.  

We finally had to make a decision to move on without the stroller 


if we were going to make connecting flights.  

We made it to our gate sweating, 


exhausted, 


and stroller less with just our carryon luggage



and children.  

But like Jesus, 


we knew we must keep going if we wanted to make it. 

It would have been way easier with the stroller over the next three weeks, 


but the time came to leave it on the plane 



if our journey was going to continue.

Which brings us back to the ambiguous point we looked at earlier.  


What were the Pharisees trying to do 



by telling Jesus to leave and go on?  

While we will never know their true intentions, 


we do know what evil and Satan's intentions were.  

It was to disrupt the plan 


that Jesus and the Father had.  



The testing and trials in the desert made that clear.  

We do not know the full extent of Jesus' healing 


and driving demons out from this point on.  



Luke only records the 10 healed of leprosy 



and a beggar receiving sight from here on out.  

Yet we know our God has ways of making small things make a difference.  


There are six chapters of teaching that occur, 



including the great lessons of chapter 15 up ahead.  

If Jesus would have been rushed, 


arrived in Jerusalem before the feast, 


or done anything else differently, 



the perfection of the “fulness of time” that Galatians speaks of 




may not of come together as completely as it did.  


For example, 



if Herod had killed Jesus, 



or even locked him up for a bit, 




and then let him go because the people were protesting, 


there is a good chance that he would not have been in Jerusalem for Passover.  

So we know timing matters.  

We know that God is using each and every interaction to bring about his kingdom.  

We also know that where ever Satan can, 


he is trying to throw off the process.  

His standby approach is through the fear of death.  


But remember that Jesus called Herod a fox 



and then immediately calls himself a mother hen in the next paragraph.  

Throughout the world, 


foxes and chickens exist.  

Throughout the world, 


their relationship is the same.  

Jesus highlights how despite being a chicken, 


he is not a chicken 



and will lay down his life for his young.  


But he does it as a mother hen does.  



Faces that threat full on in the eye to eye, 




in all of its force.  

He does not allow it to come in like a sly fox


 and achieve his beheading in the midst of a midnight drunken party.  

He lays down his life 


in broad daylight 



for all to see and know that his death 



was for their life.

We all are going to die.  

Are we all going to live? 


Are we going to fulfill the purpose of glorifying God that we were created for.  

Or are we going to miss opportunities, 


because there is a possible threat?  

Discernment is key.  


Knowing who God is is necessary for good and clear discernment.  

What has God called you to do in your life 


that is worth laying down your life for.  

Whatever that is, 


do it until the Lord calls you home.

31 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.” 
32 He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ 33 In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! 
