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The President’s...

Pipings….

As usual I have procrastinated and I must get something to Walt immediatly, but I have just
learned interesting news so I will pass that along. The Olympia beekeeping association of
Thurston Co., along with the Thurston Co. Commissioners have sent a letter to the WSDA
requesting the restricted use of neonicotinoids because of their effect on pollinators. They are
asking their members to contact their legislators and ask them to support this restriction.
This certainly seems to be a worthwhile effort to protect our bees and if you feel so too it is
only a letter or e-mail away to our legisators. http://app.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/ You can
learn more at their website.
On another note WHAT HAPPENED TO SPRING!!!!???
Bee happy!!!
Bob--

The Vice President…
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Honey made from flower nectar and pollen are the proper food of bees. Sugar syrup
has a much higher pH (6.0) than
honey (3.2 to 4.5) sugar syrup is more
alkaline. Said another way, honey
has a lower pH than sugar
syrup.honey is more acidic. The pH
affects the reproductive capability of
most brood diseases and Nosema.
Looking at the literature, brood diseases, such as Chalkbrood, American
Foulbrood and European Foulbrood,
tend to reproduce more at the pH of
sugar (~6.0) than at the pH of honey
(~4.5). If you doubt this, try an internet search for pH and Chalkbrood or AFB or
EFB or Nosema and you will find similar results on their reproductive capability
related to the pH.
Differences in pH affect other beneficial and benign organisms in the hive feeding
sugar syrup disrupts the ecological balance in the hive by altering the pH of the food
in the hive and the food in the honeybees gut. Ummmm something to ponder as we
strive to preserve bee colonies with sustainable practices.
Observation of hives in my landscape reveal to me that honey bees, hands down,
choose nutrition from flower nectar and pollen over artificial pollen substitute and
sugar water. We have choices and sometimes we may have to feed if the season is a
failure or we purchase new bee packages.
—-Cindy
Ed. Note: The air in a hive is also kept acidic by the bees.

All you ever wanted to
*
know about a hollow tree
hive.

Secretary... ...

Waggle Dance Communications......

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers’ Association (NOPBA)
Meeting Minutes May 12th, 2013
The North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers met at the Port Angeles Public Library. President Bob Pasco called the meeting to order at 1:07 p.m. There were 23 members in attendance: President- Bob Pasco, Vice President- Cindy Ericksen, Secretary- Jev Unick,
Treasurer-Walt Wielbicki, Education Coordinator/Beekeeper Trustee-Mark Urnes, Librarian-Winona Giersch, Elisabeth Hegyi, Steve Reinhart, Terry Bendock, Carolyne
Shephard, Dan Harvey, Bill Shephard, Darryl MacIntyre, Gary Dougherty, Bill Yada,
Wendy Yada, Phil Fries, Pam Fries, Dave Taylor, Coleman Byrnes, Lisa Epley, Mike
Heath, Ed Giersch. Guests: Brian Byers and Alida Schuyler.
Minutes from the April meeting were approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Previous balance: $2,689.00. Deposits: $30.00 in dues. Expenses: $0.00. Current Balance:
$ 2,719.00.
Beekeeper Report: Mark Urnes reports on 2 club hives that wintered over this year. One is doing well and
has a honey super, one still growing and the four pound package is doing very well with a honey super. Total of
3 club hives.
Librarian Report: Winona Giersch reports members are using the library.
Education Report: Mark Urnes is teaching on-going class on Beginning Beekeeping. Mark will be doing an
education piece at Franklin school on the 21st of May. No requests for NOPBA from the Juan de Fuca Festival
this year.
Fair Trustee Report: John Popinski was not in attendance. Elisabeth Hegyi reports that she and John need to
get to the boxes of supplies for the fair. They also need the photos of last year’s booth.
Old Business:
1. Swarm list to be sent out in Clallam County.
2. Letter to DNR Assistant Lands Commissioner, Matthew Randazzo to be sent out.
3. Update on classes in the community. Field Day with Randy Oliver on May 18, 2013 in Seattle. Cost $35.00.
Top Bar Ives with Corwin Bell re-scheduled for May 18th, 2013 at Wild Birds Unlimited in Gardiner. Cost
$75.00.
4. Wendy Yada presented the Beekeeper data base and explained how it could work for the club. Dan Harvey
suggested the possibility of using the data base to include beekeeper treatments and diagnostic screening to the
map.
New Business:
1. Natural Swarm Calendars were handed out and explained by Walt Wielbicki.
2. Walt Wielbicki gave handout on Bait Hive Design for swarms.
3. Dan Harvey discussed varroa control and the differences in products.
4. Members discussed the tent caterpillar population and how to remove/kill them
without hurting pollinators.
5. Jev Unick will check on the possibility of getting the film, “More Than Honey.”
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Call for additional announcements by Bob Pasco, President. No additional announcements.
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Cindy Ericksen. Motion seconded by Winona Giersch.
Meeting adjourned at 1:58 P.M.
After the meeting Mark Urnes, Ed Giersch and Walt Wielbicki demonstrated and discussed swarms,
splits and nucs.
Next NOPBA meeting is June 9th, 2013 at 1:00 P.M. at the Port Angeles Library Education topic:
Varroa Control. Mark Urnes and Cindy Ericksen will demonstrate mite counts using alcohol and
powder sugar dusting.
. Respectfully submitted, Jev Unick, NOPBA secretary

Eros, stung by a bee,
ran away and cried for plea:
Venus, mother, I must cry,
please help me or I‘ll die
What a terrible disgrace,
a dragon bit me on my face
Anacreon, Greece, 500 BC

June
The Bees. Unswarmed colonies will be boiling with bees. The queen's rate of egg laying may drop a bit this month. The main
honey flow should happen this month.
The Beekeeper. Inspect the hive weekly to make certain the hive is healthy and the queen is present. Add honey supers as
needed. Keep up swarm inspections. Place a pan of water or two with stones in the water for the bees to rest on. This may keep
the bees out of neighbors bird baths. Attend bee club meetings and workshops.
Time Spent. Estimate 4-5 hours.

Corwin Bell of “Backyard Hives” talks at Wild Birds Unlimited in Gardiner WA.

BackYardHive—Mission
At BackYardHive, we are committed to information and hive technologies that encourage and enable backyard
beekeepers to be successful. Our primary focus is on improving bee ecology and beekeeping methods that respect
the honeybee. Our hope is that by introducing new hobby beekeepers to the rewards of beekeeping that there will
eventually be backyard beekeepers worldwide that will help bring back the feral bee population and improve the
genetic diversity of the honeybees. This diversity is critically important to the survival of this most precious natural resource. Thank you for being a part of the solution and being a part of the growing community of backyard
beekeepers we are helping to create at BackYardHive.com.
————————————————————————————————————————————————————
This class was for those just getting started. Corwin covered basic bee ecology, how the bees communicate with
each other in the hive, explain why bees are a super-organism, covered setting up the hive, getting bees, catching
a swarm and getting the bees into the hive. Demonstrated how to work with the bees in an altruistic, gentle manner so that a symbiotic relationship is formed with the bees.
After the class Corwin spent then next few days visiting many beekeepers to let them have the opportunity to ask
questions, learn by observation, and hands on guidance and feel confident with more advanced hive tool techniques such as learning how to manicure combs and remove attached combs. He helped several beekeepers with
an excessive drone population problem that had just installed new packages of bees this year. He is researching
as to why this is happening. He has an idea of what is happening and I am hoping he publishes his findings so we
can all learn from this …
—-Walt

Drone Larva

Swarm “again!”
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Info …….. Etc.

Orientation Flight…..

Is everyone aware of the passage of the tax exemption for beekeepers originally begun in 2008 (SSB 6468_set to
expire July 1st of this year) until July 1 2016 ?
It does require anyone claiming the exemption ( from B&O tax on wholesale sales of honey and honeybee products; B & O tax on bee pollinating services; and sales and use tax on sales of pollinating bees) to be registered
with the Department of Agriculture.
In addition to the before mentioned exemptions, this new bill also includes an exemption from sales and use tax
“for feed used by and eligible apiarist in raising of a bee colony used to make honey bee products.”
Wishing you all a successful season
Olympic Wilderness Apiary
Dan & Judy Harvey

Photos from the
Yada Apiary

Pollinator Protection Amendment to the Senate Farm Bill
June 3rd Congress comes back from recess and the Senate will resume debates on the Farm Bill. While there are a number
of possible amendments we have our eye on this year, especially those pertaining to the labeling of genetically engineered
food, support for organic farmers, and a repeal of the “Monsanto Protection Act,” there’s one amendment in particular that
we’re expecting to receive a ton of buzz: Senator Boxer’s pollinator protection amendment.
Over the past decade, honey bees and other pollinators have been suffering record-high population losses. Given that one in
every three bites of food is reliant on bees and other species for pollination, the decline of pollinators demands swift action;
our agricultural economy, food supply and environment depend on their well-being. Thankfully, Senator Barbara Boxer’s (DCA) introduction of amendment 1027 to the Farm Bill would be a step in the right direction towards protecting honey bees
and other pollinators if passed.
What exactly would this amendment require the government to do?
Amendment 1027 would help to ensure the long-term viability of populations of honey bees, wild bees, and other beneficial
insects through several initiatives, including:
Establishing an inter-agency dialogue about pollinator health betw een the Departm ent of Agriculture, Departm ent of
Interior and the Environm ental Protection Agency Creating a task force on bee health and commercial beekeeping
Directing the government to regularly monitor and report on health and population status of pollinators (including bees,
birds, bats, and other species)
Compelling agencies to utilize the best available peer-reviewed science on environmental and chemical stressors to
pollinators, including international efforts addressing pollinator declines Assessing the feasibility for new public bee
research labs While the Farm Bill debates continue to be a rollercoaster of upsets and victories for small farmers,
conservation groups and other stakeholders, it is important to remember that this five-year bill affects all of us, and all of us
will be affected by the devastating pollinator losses plaguing our nation. It is crucial that we take whatever steps we can,
however small they may be, to work towards protecting these critical species and our future food security. The Senate will
resume voting on amendments next week, so please take action today and urge your Senator to support the
Pollinator Protection Amendment!
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Ever wonder where that pollen was coming from? Here is a partial list for the more-better list
go to:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pollen_source
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Foundationless Frames: Field Test
and Observations
By Sean Burgess, Kelley Employee &
Beekeeper
When we first came up with this frame I started a
package of bees out with them in a 10-frame
deep. It was mid-April and we had a nectar flow
starting. The bees were being fed as were all my
new starts. I was surprised at the rate at which the
bees filled these with honeycomb. Within about
three days they had drawn four frames partially.
By the end of the first week all frames had a start,
some almost touching the bottom bars. The queen had also begun to lay and had a nice pattern of
brood. At about three weeks I added a second deep to this colony, painting the guides with beeswax
as I had done in the box below. Because of obligations I was not able to get back in this hive for
about two weeks. UH OH! I had been so excited and proud of this hive I was not prepared for what I
found when I opened it for inspection. I had honeycomb drawn parallel to the frames, and comb in
every kind of mess you can imagine. The queen had been up in this and there was brood in this comb
also.
Well, there was only one thing to do and that was to tear it all out. If the comb had been more uniform
I would have tried to wire it into the empty frames but there was no way to do this. This tear out
caused me to kill many bees and brood, (not to mention really p’ng them off.) Once I had the mess
cleaned up I took a couple of drawn frames from below and moved them up to the second box and
replaced the lower ones. From there on out the bees drew the frames correctly. Live and learn. Note:
If you have kept bees in regular frames you must resist the temptation to turn this frame flat during
inspections! The bees will draw this in a V pattern and it will not be connected completely around the
frame and you may have your soft new foundation fall out!

Honeybee Democracy talk by Tom Seeley on U-Tube
Tom Seeley, author of “Honeybee Democracy,” and professor of neurobiology and behavior, reviews the history of behavioral studies of foraging honeybees and explains the process by which swarming honey bees choose a new home.
Check it out on U-Tube here:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnnjY823e-w

An excerpt from Honey Bee Democracy by Thomas Seeley on what the bees idea is of a dream home.
If you are building a bait hive to get a swarm pay attention to Seeley’s findings of the ideal size (40 L) 15” X 15” X 15”
—Walt

DREAM HOME FOR HONEYBEES
If I can with confidence say
That still for another day,
Or even another year,
I will be there for you, my dear,
It will be because, though small
As measured against the All,
I have been so instinctively thorough
About my crevice and burrow.
—Robert Frost, A Drumlin Woodchuck, 1936

Like Robert Frost’s woodchuck, a honeybee colony is “instinctively thorough” about its dwelling place, for only
certain tree cavities provide good protection from predators and sufficient refuge from harsh physical conditions,
especially strong winds and deep cold. No fewer than six distinct properties of a potential homesite—including
cavity volume, entrance height, entrance size, and presence of combs from an earlier colony—are assessed to
produce an overall judgment of a site’s quality. The care with which honeybees choose their homes has been
known for only about 30 years, which might seem surprising given that humans have been culturing these bees
since ancient times. The reason that humans have only recently learned about the bees’ real estate preferences
is that the essence of beekeeping is the tending of colonies living in hives fashioned by a beekeeper and sited
where the beekeeper wants them. Not surprisingly, the tree cavities occupied by the bees were generally tall
and cylindrical, consistent with the shape of tree trunks. But what was surprising was the discovery that most
of these wild colonies were occupying tree cavities much smaller than the hives provided by beekeepers. The
average nest cavity was only about 20 centimeters (8 inches) in diameter and 150 centimeters (60 inches) tall;
hence, it had a volume of only about 45 liters (41 quarts) (fig. 3.4). A tree cavity of this size provides only onequarter to one-half of the living space provided by a beekeeper’s hive. Were the bees telling me that they prefer
relatively small and snug nest sites, ones in which it might be easier to keep warm in winter? Some of the colonies even occupied tree cavities with only 20 to 30 liters of nesting space, though none was found in a space
smaller than 12 liters. Was this lower limit of about 12 liters a sign that bees carefully avoid excessively
cramped quarters, ones lacking sufficient room for storing the honey needed to survive winter? Certainly the
bees living in these tree cavities were making good use of their living space, for each colony had nearly filled its
nest cavity with multiple combs. Because each comb formed a wall-to-wall curtain spanning the (generally) narrow tree cavity, I was impressed by the way the bees had built small passageways in the combs where they were
attached to the cavity’s wall, so they could crawl easily from one comb to the next. And it was clear that these
bees had organized their use of their combs in the way familiar to all beekeepers, storing honey in the upper
region of the nest and rearing brood below. The nests collected in August, by the way, revealed that most colonies had been making good progress in stockpiling their winter heating fuel. The nests that I dissected contained, on average, 14 kilograms (30 pounds) of golden honey. Regrettably, it was all laced with cyanide.
The entrance openings of the bees’ nests also showed consistencies that suggested possible nest-site preferences
by the bees. Most nest entrances consisted of a single knothole or crack with a total area of just 10 to 30 square
centimeters (2 to 5 square inches) (fig. 3. 5). And typically they were located near the floor of the tall tree cavity,
on the south side of the tree, and close to ground level. The trends toward small size, floor level, and southern
orientation all made good sense to me, for they would make the nest cavity inaccessible to most predators, relatively free of drafts, and perhaps warmed by the sun—all things that would be good for a colony. But the preponderance of nest entrances just a few feet from the ground puzzled me greatly. I figured that a low nest entrance must render a colony vulnerable to detection by predators, such as bears, whose attacks can be fatal. And
I knew that in medieval times, in the forests of northern Europe (Germany, Poland, and Russia), one of the ancestral homes of the honeybees imported to North America, raids by bears on honeybee nests in trees were such
a great trouble for the forest beekeepers who owned these nests that they invented horrific devices to kill honeyloving bears. One was a hinged platform mounted outside a bee nest. When a bear climbed onto it to attack the
bees, it would collapse, causing the bear to tumble onto a grid of deadly sharp stakes below.
So at first I was perplexed by the rarity of nests high in trees. But as will be explained shortly, we now know
that bees actually have a strong preference for nesting cavities with entrances located high above the ground. I
also now know that my initial report of most nests being near ground level was an error generated by an unintentional bias in the way I had sampled the population of natural nests. Because the nests I studied were ones
that had been noticed inadvertently by a person walking past a bee tree, and because people are much more
likely to notice bees trafficking from a ground-level nest entrance than a tree-top one, I unwittingly studied
nests whose entrances were far lower than is typical.
Excerpted from Honey Bee Democracy by Thomas Seeley

Hive inspection check sheet
There are several inspection sheets on the web Dadant has a good one…. Check list idea from: Mike Radford The is the only
one I could get transferred to the Newsletter…… Walt

Yours From The Hive By Chef Beebread…
CINNAMON HONEY GLAZED
STICKY BUNS
from the National Honey Board: http://www.honey.com
- Makes 12 buns Ingredients
2 Tablespoons butter or margarine, softened
1 loaf frozen bread dough, thawed
1/3 cup honey
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 cup finely chopped pecans or walnuts
Directions
Grease 12 muffin cups with butter. Roll out
thawed dough on lightly floured board to 12 x
8-inch rectangle. Mix honey and cinnamon.
Using back of spoon, spread in even layer over
dough. Sprinkle with nuts. Roll up dough,
starting from long edge and end with seam on
bottom. Cut dough roll using a gentle sawing
motion into 12 equal-size buns. Place buns,
spiral side up, in muffin cups. Cover with a
piece of plastic wrap and let rise 30 to 60 minutes
or until buns puff and fill cups. Bake at
350°F for 15 to 20 minutes or until golden.
Remove from oven and carefully turn pan
upside down onto board, letting syrup drip
onto buns before removing them from pan.
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A little of this and a little of that
BEEYARD CONTRACT
Whereas , Beekeeper, and , Landowner, desire for Beekeeper to keep [insert number] apiaries on certain
property described as _______________________________________________________________
(herein “Property”), in consideration for the pollination services which such bees will provide and the
payment by Beekeeper of ____ pounds of honey, unless such hives fail to produce surplus honey over and
above that required for the wintering of such hives, now therefore the Beekeeper and Landowner agree as
follows:
Beekeeper shall remain the sole owner of said apiaries and the products therefrom;
Landowner shall provide Beekeeper with 30 days advance notice of any change of ownership of the
Property or the intent to terminate this Contract.
Landowner and Beekeeper do hereby mutually release, indemnify and hold harmless the other from any and
all liability for any damage or injury to any person or property sustained on the Property, whether such
damage or injury be due to negligence or any other cause.
The Parties agree and understand that bees, by nature, may fly to and from various locations, and a
particular bee may not be traceable to or from any particular beekeeper or hive.
Beekeeper Signature X________________________________ Date ________
Landowner Signature X_________________________________ Date________

Some not-so-scientific research has also found that honey can speed alcohol metabolism to
sober a person up. The high fructose content may help to relieve that morning-after hangover
and the tired feeling that goes along with it. “Honey does not have to be digested before it is
absorbed,” notes Dr. Susan Percival of the University of Florida’s Food Science and Human
Nutrition Department. “It is already the two simple sugars, fructose and glucose,” which
means, explains Percival, that the sugars from honey go directly to the bloodstream and can
provide a quick boost when needed. Regular table sugar, on the other hand, is a disaccharide,
which must be cleaved in two before digestion.
*Editors Note: Humm if you drink Mead no need to worry about sobering up ? Serious testing
needs to be done on this... Jan this is for serious scientific research pass the bottle….
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Membership signup form and renewal for NOPBA

Forgot your dues ? Or if you wish to become a member fill out the form below
and send it to the address on the form.
Please make checks payable to NOPBA

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
New Member signup & Renewal form
Name ________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________
Beekeeping experience __________________________________________
Number of Hives _______________________________________________
Type of Hives __________________________________________________
For office use only:
Dues Paid___________ Date ___________
Initials ________
To Mail in:
1. Fill out form
2. Enclose Check for $10.00 for one years dues
3. Mail to:
NOPBA
P.O. box 3036

North Olympic Peninsula
Beekeepers Association
Phone: 360-681-5494
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Email:WaltWW@att.net

We are on the Web
www.nopba.org
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Our meetings are currently held
on the second Sunday of the
month at 1:00 p.m. We meet
indoors at the Port Angeles
Library.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2013 – 2014
President

Bob Pasco

pasco@olypen.com

Vice President

Cindy Ericksen

ericksenpc@olympus.net

Secretary

Jev Unick

jevrene@q.com

Treasure

Walt Wielbicki

waltw@q.com

Beekeeper Trustee

Ed Giersch

giersch@olypen.com

Education

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
Editor: Walt Wielbicki
E-mail: waltw@q.com
NOPBA
PO Box 3036, Sequim WA 98382
www.nopba.org

