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Looks like a full house for Dirt Day this year! Some of the participants this year
include: Discovery Center, Bees Alive Club, Missouri Conservation Department,
Wickman’s Garden,and Art Inspired and Northside Betterment Association.

P O Bo x 2152
Sp rin gf ield. MO 65801

There will be live music, food, plant exchange and a dig for dinosaur bones. Let’s
get dirty!

WOODLAND HEIGHTS
NEIGH BO RH OO D
ASSOC IA T ION

330 N. Jefferson * Springfield, MO 65806

Dirt Day showcases gardening groups and organizations that promote healthy
neighborhoods, sustainable and green earth practices and healthy living.

INSIDE
THIS
EDITION
MEET DANIEL
GUTIERREZ FROM
REED ACADEMY

BLOGS BY
ANDREW HURST

HOUSE OF THE
MONTH IS BACK

www.woodlandheightsneighborhood.org

JUN-AUG 2015

VOLUME 15 - ISSUE 3

2015 Board Members
--------------------------

Presidents Note:

Steve Harper
417/300.9996

As some of you may know, I was appointed
to the Zone 1 City Council seat on April 29,
2015. In my new role of working with all
the neighborhoods and businesses of Zone
1, and representing them in city matters, I
find I am unable to adequately fulfill my
duties and responsibilities to the Woodland
Heights Neighborhood Association.

Linda Passeri
417/880.1572
Tim Phillips
417/862.3444
Becky Volz
417/865.1075
Eric Wood
417/270.7707
Eric Hillgren
Community Partnership
ehillgren@commpartnership.org
417/888.2020
Phyllis Ferguson
Springfield City Council
Zone 1 Councilwoman
417/844.6117
pferguson@springfieldmo.gov
Brandon Bowling
Neighborhood PAR Officer
Springfield Police Department
417/837.5878
bbowling@springfieldmo.gov
Sonya Anderson
MO State Representative
District 131
417/844.9182
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Therefore, I reg retfully submit my
resignation from the position of President
and board member. I can’t express how
much I enjoy living in Woodland Heights
and working with the good folks in the
neighborhood. It is my intention to remain
as active as I can while serving Zone 1 on
the council.
Please get in touch with me at any time
about the good and bad that goes on in our
neighborhood, and we’ll work together to
make Woodland Heights a safe, healthy and
friendlier place for all of us to live.
Your Neighbor,
Phyllis Ferguson

I would like to personally thank Phyllis for her
service to the neighborhood and tireless efforts on
behalf of the association. As the new President of
the association, and in light of the current vacancy, I
want to encourage anyone interested in serving on the
board to please contact me; we’d love to have you
assist us in the next stage of our growth.
Sincerely,

In Memory …
After a long and
courageous bout with
cancer, Joanne “Jodie”
Watkins passed away
on Saturday, May 9.
Joanne was active in
the Woodland Heights
Neighborhood
Association for many
years, serving as
President and on the
board for almost 15
years.
Joanne met the man
of her dreams Griff
Watkins in Dayton
Ohio and married
him on January 14,
1977. They were
married for 38 years
at the time of her
passing.
No immediate services
are planned but a
celebration of her life
is being planned for
her 81st birthday
celebration in July.
Memorial
contributions can be
made to American
Cancer Society or the
ASPCA.

Linda Passeri

Membership Form
Name(s) ____________________________________
Address ___________________________________
Phone _____________________________________
Email _____________________________________
Going Green? Email my newsletter!
Yes

No

Service Interests __________________________

Household ($10.00/year)

_________________

Business ($15.00/year)

_________________

Additional Donations:

_________________

To Neighborhood

_________________

To Community Partnership

_________________

Total Amount Enclosed:

_________________

Contact me about Newsletter
(circle any that apply)
Advertising, Sponsorship, Article Submission, Other

Please mail this completed form
along with your check to:
WHNA PO Box 2152 Springfield, MO 65801

Woodland Heights President
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2015 Woodland Heights Membership
Sponsored by Mexican Villa

Thank you to the
f o l l o w i n g Wo o d l a n d
Heights residents and
Supporters for their 2015
Membership.

HOUSE OF THE MONTH
Steve & Evelyn
Harper are the
recipients of the
Woodland Heights
House of the Month.
If there is a house
you’d like to
nominate, please call
766-9673.

This newsletter is supported by Community
Partnership’s Caring Communities Initiative
pg. 10

Randy & Shirley Allen
Maxine & Charles Allen
Hugo Aparicio
James O Ball
Paula E Ball
Vickie Ball
Elliott & Gail
Barrowclough
Joel & Carol Bowerman
Josie & Cassidy Brekken
David Brown
Ronald & Keena
Brumbaugh
Craig & Jessica Bruner
Hannah Brunni
James L Choates
Mona Choates
Debbie Sterling & Mary
Clapper
Gerry Comstock
Wanda Coulter
Joshua & Jemima Courville
August & Lynnette Crady
Pauletta Cummings
Marcus & Kristin Deem
Cheryl Degraffenreid
Josh & Stacey Dillard
Rosemary Donson
Gary Dorney
Michael & Carrie Ellegaard
Larry Enyant
Rhonda Ferguson
Debra & Douglas Fiscus
Michael &
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Theresa Ford
Sarah & Mr Spencer Gaddy
Tim & Deanna Giles
Russell & Demita Gookin
Mike & Sarah Grady
Jim Downing & Nancy
Hackett
Charles & Kathy Hardin
Steve & Eveline Harper
Cathy Heckmaster
Bobby Hopkins
Carl & Judy Horton
Becky Volz & Jonna Howes
Michael Hudgens
Mike & Sue Hudgens
Rachele Huett
Charlyn Ingwerson
Jeff & Sherry Johnson
Amanda Keever
Jessica King
Larissa & TJ Kleine
Ann Latham
Mike & Kelly Light
Julius/Darlene Lockett
Maranda Lockett
Derek & Regina Lyons
Elaine Mann
Michelle Marheine
Carol Marshall
Rosa Mercado
Stephen Miller
Logan & Lori Miller
Mike Mooney
Javian D Mumford
Mary Murray
Josh Parker
Linda Passeri
Jessie Pemble
Phyllis Ferguson & Tim
Phillips

Becky Portman
Randy Prine
Melissa & Robert Putnam
Vicki Randall
Shelia Renshaw
Jonathan & Carly Rhea
Debbie Rogers
Wilma & Jose Romero
Lucinda Clifford & April
Shipp
Rita Silic
Brett & Jennifer Sinn
Elsia Jewell Spurgeon
Robert Stuckert
Doreen Svardal
Chel (Michelle) Swyers
Mary Tetric
Janet Trewatha
Linda Vandeweerd
Ralene Watkins
Marie Weathers
Paul & Joan Wood
Eric Wood
If you’d like to help
support the efforts of the
neighborhood association,
see page 11 for more
details about membership.
Did you see that this
column and several others
are now being sponsored?
This is another way to
support this newsletter: by
being an advertiser and
c o l u m n s p o n s o r. Fo r
more details about costs
of a business card or halfpage ad see page 7.
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We Love Our Neighborhood Schools
We have some exceptional students and
teachers in the Woodland Heights schools
of Bowerman Elementary and Reed
Academy.
Recently we had the opportunity to present
these learning institutions with a share of
the proceeds our neighborhood association
won from their participation in the Bass
Pro Marathon’s Neighborhood
Competition.

Students learn the fundamentals and the
power of music in Gutierrez's Reed
classroom.
Growing up in Long Island, New York,
Daniel Gutierrez loved music. He would
listen to his favorite pop music on the
radio, and he loved playing his viola. But
then his music teacher gave him a classical
music CD.
“It totally changed my life,” he said. “I was
listening to New Kids on the Block and
then he gave me a classical music CD with
Bach and Beethoven. It changed my life. I
had no idea music could do that.”
Gutierrez eventually found his way to
Springfield to study at Evangel University.

The schools split the $1,000 award to
Woodland Heights for cheering the
marathon runners on to the finish line.
In this newsletter we want to introduce you
to Daniel Gutierrez from Reed Academy.

Through a process of collaboration and
critical thinking, choir students in
Gutierrez’s classroom learn independence
and how to critique their peers.
“I try to be an activator, so my students
can learn how to be self sufficient in this
classroom,” said Gutierrez.
(continued on page 7)
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City Zones In On Neighborhood Improvements
The Community Listening Tour stopped
in Woodland Heights on Thursday, May
14th at Bowerman Elementary.
A crowd of nearly 75 gathered to discuss
what they like about our neighborhood
and what they’d like to see improved.
Joining City Manger Greg Burris for the
event was the newly appointed ZONE 1
Councilwoman Phyllis Ferguson.
There were comments that ranged from
the impact Moon City is making, to a
continued need for safety and an effective
plan for addressing chronic nuisance
properties.
Form here the next step is to gather all the
comments from each stop on the tour,

which is making its way through each
neighborhood in Zone 1, and then the
City Manager along with the
Neighborhood Advisory Council will
being to prioritize the efforts of our City
government on our behalf and begin to
take proactive steps towards
improvements.
You can find all the documents that were
presented on the city’s website. There is
also a new computer app for your tablet
or smartphone called GoSpringfieldMo
that is free to download and is now a
direct link to many of the services
provided by our city.
It takes a strong neighborhood like
Woodland Heights to make changes in
our City, and they are ready to listen.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
06/06: 3rd Annual Dirt Day in Lafayette Park
06/18: Neighborhood Social - Ice Cream in the Park (bring your favorite
toppings, ice cream provided by Woodland Heights Neighborhood
Association)
NOTE: No neighborhood meeting in JULY
08/04: National Night Out at Meador Park 5:30 to Sunset
08/22: Neighborhood Night Out in Lafayette Park 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.
(food provided by Woodland Heights Neighborhood Association)
09/17: Neighborhood Social - Pot Luck: Brown Bag It**
10/15: School News/Fire Safety Month - Pot Luck: Soups & Chilis**
**Neighborhood Meetings are held the 3rd Thursday at Woodland Heights
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Woodland Heights | “Like” us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/WoodlandHeightsNeighborhood
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The following is from a February 5, 2015 blog by Andrew Hurst, a
senior journalism student at Evangel University, that we thought our
neighborhood residents would enjoy.

Woodland Heights History

Sponsored by Debra Parrish, North Side Specialist at Murney Realtors
“North Side is the Right Side”

The following is from a February 5, 2015 blog by Andrew Hurst, a senior
journalism student at Evangel University, that we thought our
neighborhood residents would enjoy.

Woodland Heights: looking back on the past and
looking forward to the future

Restonic stands the test of time
“Behind every small business, there’s a story worth knowing. All the corner shops in our
towns and cities, the restaurants, cleaners, gyms, hair salons, hardware stores - these
didn’t come out of nowhere”- Paul Ryan, U.S. Congressman and Chairman of the
House Budget Committee.
Businesses come and go.
Due to
resources, location, competitors, and
va r i o u s o t h e r c o n c e r n s, l o c a l
businesses face a series of ongoing
obstacles to overcome in order to
thrive in their community. Located on
the corner of Chase Street and
Douglas Avenue, lies the Restonic
Mattress Factory, a local establishment
that has been a part of the Woodland
Heights neighborhood since 1955.

Between the boundaries of Kearney Street and Chase Street lies Woodland Heights, one
of the oldest neighborhoods in the Springfield Area. With the majority of housing having
been built before 1939 and one of the oldest parks in the area, this quaint neighborhood
has been a part of this city since the 1880’s.
As I walked down the sidewalks of this historical neighborhood, I felt a sense of
appreciation for the perseverance that this neighborhood has demonstrated through the
years. Woodland Heights is one of the original neighborhoods of Springfield and as the
greater Springfield area has grown,
Woodland Heights has grown with it.
One of my favorite aspects of this area was
Lafayette Park. This park which was built in
1880, is covered with lush, tall trees
providing plenty of shade during the
summertime. The park was originally built
as a public square but now serves as a
center for community activities such as
musical perfor mances and summer
activities. Benches, playgrounds, and even a
pavilion all hint to a common theme that I found quite prevalent in this area. That theme
is the sense of community that is a result of taking time out of one’s day to sit down and
enjoy one another’s company.
While this neighborhood is older, it also embraces the new. One unique characteristic of
this area is the promotion of local artists through the Moon City Creative District. This
district includes a 15 block area of single family residences and studios that is home to a
growing numbers of artists. Telephone poles, sidewalks, and building walls have become
the new canvas for emerging artists coming out of this district.
Woodland Heights is an experienced neighborhood that has stood the trial of time.
However, while being an older neighborhood, it continues to grow as a
community and reach new heights.
pg. 8
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The Restonic Mattress Factory all started when the McKinney Bedding Company
bought the facility from Springfield Canning Company back in the 50’s. The original
facility, which was built in the 20’s, still stands as part of the factory’s infrastructure
today.
Lloyd McKinney, President of McKinney Bedding Company and owner of the Restonic
Mattress Factory, has been working at the factory since he was 12 years old. His father
started the factory back in the 50’s and after his passing in 71, Lloyd McKinney took
over the factory overseeing product development.
Restonic has a total of 28 employees, many of which are from the local neighborhood.
“I think we are considered good neighbors,” McKinney said. The factory provides tours
of the factory to the children of Bowerman Elementary School, located on Douglas
Avenue.
Besides being a positive human resource for Woodland Heights, the factory does not use
any hazardous chemicals that pollute the environment. “Everything we use is
biodegradable,” McKinney said.
Restonic produces a variety of mattress types and it’s primary customer base is retail
stores.
pg. 5
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(Gutierrez continued from page 4)
“My students learn things that have life
applications in here. They learn the
discipline of technique when something is
tedious. They learn how to push
themselves toward a goal bigger than
themselves.”

Gutierrez received a bachelor’s degree in
music education from Evangel University
and is currently pursuing a master’s
degree in music education from Missouri
State University. He hopes to graduate
the summer of 2016. He is the father of
Zane, 2, and married to his wife, Dawn.

The Springfield City Council unanimously
accepted a general ordinance amending the
Springfield Land Development Code, by
rezoning property north of Chase, west of
Washington, south of Atlantic and east of
Broadway to a Live/Work Overlay District. This
all means, the Moon City Creative District is now
official.
Moon City Jam celebrated its 2nd anniversary of
bringing some of the best homespun music talent
in the area to the Back Porch at Big Momma’s.
Have ya' seen the poles? I mean, HAVE YA’
SEEN THE POLES! After two big days in April
the district is now pushing 90 painted utility
poles. Over 50 poles received the artists’ touch,
during the last weekend of April, and if we do
say so ourselves…they are amazing, but we may
be a tad partial. How could we ever say thank
you enough to our partnering agency and owner
of the properties - City Utilities.

BLESSINGS UNLIMITED
Is a wedding in your future? If so call 869-3899. We do custom
weddings; large & formal or small & simple. Chapel available----or
your choice of location.
Many other services available
Home Blessings - Infant Christening - Renewal of Vows - Spiritual
Commitments - Celebration of Life Services.

We have a limited number of commemorative
T-shirts for sale that mark the 2015 pole event.
They are $10 each or two for $18. Too place and
order call Steve at 766-9673.

Ordained Minister, Gerry Comstock
e-mail: amen3899@ymail.com

Next stop
on the
Moon Dirt Day,
come see
us!
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Is your business or organization looking for a local reach in advertising?
This newsletter mails to 1680+ households in Woodland Heights.
Business Card Ad
* $25/2 issues
* $30/2 issues
+column sponsor
pg. 7

Business Card Ad
1/2 Page Ad
* $40/4 issues
* $45/2 issues
* $50/4 issues
+ column sponsor
www.woodlandheightsneighborhood.org

