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Reaching Out in Christian Love to All

Our Vision:
Palestine Lutheran Church will be a haven for all
generations, a people worshipping and growing
continually in relationship with Jesus, inspired by
God’s Word; a living example of stewardship, a
loving and caring fellowship that reaches out in
Christ-centered faith and love to the world.

Mission Statement:
“Palestine Lutheran Church exists to proclaim and
live God’s Holy Word, to nurture and support our
membership, and to enable us to live our faith in our
daily lives. As we are nourished, we are called to
reach out to our communities, our spheres of
influence, and to the wider world through the
church-at-large.”
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So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and
42
that day about three thousand persons were added. They
devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
43
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and
44
signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed
45
were together and had all things in common; they would
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds
46
to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much
time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and
47
ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God
and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the
Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
Acts 2:41-47

Here is a verbal snapshot of the earliest activities of
the Christian Church. Luke gives us the flavor of the
Holy Spirit’s earliest gathering of the faithful
followers of Jesus the Christ. I could write quite a
bit about what these verses convey but for this
article I would like to inspire you to think about
what it means to be the “church” gathering today,
especially as we enter this season of Lent.
Lent is the 40 day journey of reflection and renewal
which the early church established to help us in our
corporate call to repentance and renewal as a
community of faith. Our theme for Lent is
“Continuing in the Covenant” which is about our
baptism and what we are called into as a part of
God’s family in Jesus.
In the early church of Acts, we read about eating
together, learning together, praying together and
sharing together as a community. The word used to
describe the fellowship in which all held things in
common is koinonia (a Greek word). During Lent we
will pray, read scripture and dialog with each other
in order to experience koinonia and listen to what
God is up to in our midst. Renewal in the church
involves the “real conversations of the faithful”
(quote by Walter Brueggemann) and not just any
conversations like weather, or sports. As Lutherans
we rely on the Scriptures as a norm for our faith and
life together. The Scriptures alone guide us and
allow us to hear God’s call and direction; therefore
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it should be within our conversations as the church
gathered together.
Lent is the perfect opportunity to revisit “who” and
“whose” we are as Palestine Lutheran Church and
individually as a baptized child of God. How would
Luke describe our community today as he did of the
church in Acts 2?
Let us pray. God of the Word, we know that you
have spoken in many and various ways through the
prophets of old. But now you speak to us in these
last days through the Word made flesh in Jesus.
The voice of Christ has come to us in scripture and
through the words of others and often we have
been too busy to hear. Speak to us now and help
us to listen in this koinonia at Palestine Lutheran
Church. Amen.

Daily Discipleship themes which will be used for
Wednesday morning Men’s Bible study (uses the
text for the following Sunday). They are available on
the ELCA website–
www.elca.org  Resources  Downloadable
Resources Bible Studies
March 3 Transfiguration of the Lord
–Primary Text: Luke 9:28-43
Imperatives of Discipleship: Listen!
March 10 1st Sunday in Lent
–Primary Text: Luke 4: 1-13
Prayers of Discipleship: To Serve God Alone
March 17 2nd Sunday in Lent
–Primary Text: Luke 13: 31-35
Prayers of Discipleship: To Finish One’s Work
March 24 3rd Sunday in Lent
–Primary Text: Luke 13: 1-9
Prayers of Discipleship: To Be Patient
March 31 4th Sunday in Lent
–Primary Text: Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32
Prayers of Discipleship: To Dwell in God’s Grace
April 7 5th Sunday in Lent
–Primary Text: John 12:1-8
Prayers of Discipleship: To Lavish Our Devotion
Toward Christ

:
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Palestine Lutheran Church
Worship & Study Opportunities – March 2019
The "dial in" number for the worship service is no longer
available.
Saturday, March 2
7 a.m. Tri County Men’s Bible study @ Ballard Creek
Sunday, March 3 Transfiguration of Our Lord
9:30 a.m. Worship: Holy Communion; Children’s Church
10:45 – 11:30 a.m. 1st Communion Class
Wednesday, March 6 Ash Wednesday
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Worship
Saturday, March 9
7 a.m. Tri County Men’s Bible study @ Ballard Creek
Sunday, March 10 1st Sunday in Lent
9:30 a.m. Worship: Children’s Church
10:45 – 11:30 a.m. 1st Communion Class
10:45 a.m. Orientation Group Event
10:45 a.m. One Bread, One Body Faith Formation Study
& Discussion
5:00 p.m. Theology on Tap - Half Truths: God Helps
Those Who Help Themselves And Other
Things The Bible Doesn't Say
Wednesday, March 13
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Confirmation
7:00 p.m. Mid-week Lenten Worship: “One Faith” –
Pastor Erick Swanson
Saturday, March 16
7 a.m. Tri County Men’s Bible study @ Ballard Creek
Sunday, March 17 2nd Sunday in Lent
9:30 a.m. Worship: Holy Communion; Children’s Church
10:45 a.m. One Bread, One Body Faith Formation Study
& Discussion
5:00 p.m. Theology on Tap - Half Truths: God Helps
Those Who Help Themselves And Other
Things The Bible Doesn't Say
Wednesday, March 20
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
NO Confirmation class (spring break)
7:00 p.m. Mid-week Lenten Worship: “One Spirit” –
Pastor Marcus Badgley
Saturday, March 23
7 a.m. Tri County Men’s Bible study @ Ballard Creek
Sunday, March 24 3rd Sunday in Lent
9:30 a.m. Worship: Children’s Church
10:45 a.m. One Bread, One Body Faith Formation Study
& Discussion
5:00 p.m. Theology on Tap - Half Truths: God Helps
Those Who Help Themselves And Other
Things The Bible Doesn't Say
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Wednesday, March 27
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Confirmation
7:00 p.m. Mid-week Lenten Worship: “One Hope” Pastor
Marshall Feiderman
Saturday, March 30
7 a.m. Tri County Men’s Bible study @ Ballard Creek
Sunday, March 31 4th Sunday in Lent
9:30 a.m. Worship: Children’s Church; Blessing of the
umbrellas
10:45 – 11:30 a.m. 1st Communion Class
10:45 a.m. One Bread, One Body Faith Formation Study
& Discussion
5:00 p.m. Theology on Tap - Half Truths: God Helps
Those Who Help Themselves And Other
Things The Bible Doesn't Say

Lenten table in Fellowship Hall Items available include:
 Journey into Lent & Holy Week 2019 Worship and
Ministry Guide (This will also be available on our
website under the Calendar/Forms button).
 Palestine Lent Devotional Material
June 10-13 Vacation Bible School!
VBS will be held jointly with Fjeldberg Lutheran Church.
It will be at Fjeldberg this year with staff from
Riverside leading the program. Get the date on your
calendar, more information will follow. Watch for
volunteer opportunities - If anyone has an interest in
helping with food, classroom chaperoning or planning,
please contact Michelle Siepker.
We are excited to see what God will do in the lives of
our campers, families, and staff, as we "Press On"
towards what God has called us to. Our theme verse
comes from Philippians 3:13-14 and says, "Forgetting
what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I
press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God
has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus." Our desire is
that this summer camp experience allows students and
families to seek Jesus Christ out in all things and to see
the kingdom of God enter into their lives on a daily basis!

Theology on Tap –
Beginning March 10th at Eisenmann’s, starting at
5:00 p.m.
Gathering to fellowship, think a bit about our faith
walk with Jesus and drink a little together
Topic: Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help
Themselves And Other Things The Bible Doesn't Say
Explore popular sayings that miss the point, or do
they? (5-sessions for Discussion)

One Bread, One Body Faith Formation -Sundays
after worship
beginning March 10 Study and Discussion
about how the
Scriptures of our Midweek Lenten journey
impact our daily lives
and connect us
through the ministries
of the church-atlarge. Open to all youth and adults in the North
Hall (need internet and video)

PALESTINE WOMEN OF ELCA
NOTE: Palestine Women are on ‘Winter Break’ during the
months of January, February and March.

Registration forms will be available soon!

Reaching Out in Christian Love to All
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From June 29th through July 6th, the R.O.C.K. group
will be serving on a YouthWorks mission trip in
Costa Rica. YouthWorks partners with Rice & Beans
Ministries, a local
mission
organization that
serves the
community in
that area. We
will spend our
time packing and
delivering food bags to families, working on
construction/repair projects, and/or planning and
leading children’s programing. With the help of
volunteers, Rice & Beans Ministries has handdelivered over 180,000 bags of food to those in
need. Each food bag costs $12 and contains enough
rice, beans, cornmeal, and powdered milk to feed a
family of four for one week.
Throughout the week, we
will be volunteering our
time at Rice & Beans
Ministries’ schools and
construction sites as well.
The organization has
educational programs in 65 schools and provides
over 25,000 children with school supplies each year.
There is a 28% drop out rate by 7th grade in this
area. They hope that by providing necessary
uniforms and supplies they can keep kids in school
longer and help them break the cycle of poverty.
Rice & Beans Ministries has also built or repaired 55
homes, creating long-lasting relationships with
people in the community at the same time.
Our goal is to raise
enough money to
be able to donate
some food bags or
school supplies as
a group. We are
close to having 2/3
of our fundraising
goal achieved. Thank you to those of you who have
contributed or prayed for our endeavor. We are
looking forward to this experience and we could not
do it without you!
~ The R.O.C.K. Group
Reaching Out in Christian Love to All

Church Office: 515/597-2620
Fax number: 515/597-2621
Website: www.plchuxley.com
Secretary’s Office: 515/597-2624
Church e-mail is: PLC@huxcomm.net
Pastor Eric Klimpel’s email: ericklimpel@gmail.com
cell: 936/444-3895

Treasurer’s Report
Balance on hand February 21, 2019
Checking Account
$ 24,689.72
General Fund
$ 2,649.16
Designated Funds
$ 22,040.56
Benevolence
- 647.00
Building Improvement
1,106.89
Technology
3,384.00
Kitchen
898.42
Parsonage
491.68
Confirmation
1,548.92
Evangelism/Fellowship
871.68
Piano Fund
13,906.84
Maland Fund
1,084.13
ROCK group
- 605.00
Principal balance for building improvement
loan $ 3,584.64
Principal balance for general fund operating
loan $ 9,200.00
(as of February 21, 2018)
Next Council Meeting – – Sunday, March 3 @ 8:00 a.m.
Council Retreat April 6 @ Hope Lutheran, Ankeny
Church Council 2019
President: Kristin Shelton
Vice President: Tim Wilson
Secretary: Ellen Longnecker
Treasurer: Deidre Qual
Financial Sec’y: Dick Kepler

Pastor Eric Klimpel
Council: Nels Dovre
David Eisenmann
Brent Emerson
Candi Engler
Cynthia Johnson
Brad Lewis
Jen Pote
Jean Saveraid
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Minutes - Palestine Lutheran Church Council Meeting
(not yet approved) February 10, 2019 Sunday
3.
Members Present: Pastor Eric Klimpel. Nels Dovre,
Deidre Qual, Dick Kepler, Jean Saveraid, Brad Lewis,
Kristin Shelton, Candi Engler, Tim Wilson, Cynthia
Johnson
Devotions – Pastor Kimpel gave devotions.

4.

Vision and Mission Statements were read in unison.
Goals and Reflections – The annual meeting went
very well. Good attendance. Having the annual
meeting a week later gave more time to get all the
annual reports done and worked well for all.

5.

Minutes of the previous meeting-Tim Wilson made
a motion to approve the minutes from the
December meeting. Brad Lewis seconded the
motion. Motion approved.

7.

Treasurer’s Report – Deidre presented Treasurer’s
Report. We will make a loan payment of $1,000.
Jean Saveraid motioned to approve Treasurer’s
Report; Tim Wilson seconded the motion. Motion
approved.
Pastor’s Report - Pastor Klimpel presented a written
report.
New business:
1. Council Orientation – Candi Engler was
the only new council member present
and she received a binder of information.
All council members received an update
council member update. Please note
that Tim Wilson’s address is: 1106
Ridgetop Drive, Huxley. The council
meeting was led by new President Kristin
Shelton on a very snowy morning! Well
done.

6.

(Evangelical Mission Director for
SEISynod) will lead the day’s agenda.
Parsonage update – Tim Wilson and
Candi Engler will put together a survey
for church membership to survey and
help make decisions for the future of the
parsonage. It will be available in hard
copy, email, and on the “giving” website.
New Directory – Target March 2019 with
Evangelism/Fellowship committees
helping with this
Kitchen Committee – work is pretty
much done and the kitchen is serving the
congregation well!
Rock Group update – Valentine’s Dinner
will earn more funds for the trip.
Sanctuary alterations – The property
committee will need to work with Mindy
DeVries on this project.

The meeting was adjourned with Lord’s Prayer.
Candi Engler made the motion and Cynthia Johnson
seconded the motion.
Next meeting –
The Council Meeting will be on March 3, 2019.
Devotions- Kristin Shelton
Treats – Brad Lewis

Old business:
2. Council Retreat will be April 6 @ Hope
Lutheran in Ankeny and Rev. Erika Uthe
Reaching Out in Christian Love to All
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Minutes Palestine Lutheran Church Annual Meeting
[not yet approved] January 27, 2019 Sunday
Call to Order
President Matt Williams
- Meeting called to order at 10:48 AM
by President Matt Williams
- A quorum was established
Opening Devotions
- Nels Dovre
Reading of Vision Statements
Secretary’s Minutes, January 28, 2018
- Ellen Longnecker, Secretary
Jean Saveraid motioned to approve minutes from
January 28,2018. Bruce Hartman seconded the motion.
Motion of passed unanimously.
Minutes for Congregational Meeting, July 8, 2018
Leonard Larson motions to approve minutes from July 8,
2018. Jacob Huxford seconded the motion. Motion
passed unanimously
Pastor’s Report
- Erik Klimpel
Pastor Eric spoke of Palestine being a sense of home and
how he is grateful for this community that has
surrounded him since becoming our pastor five years
ago. While changes are occurring within the community
our stability is God and God is out home. He took time
to thank a number of individuals that help him and our
church function as a whole. Those include; the
community, the council, Matt William, Oriett Snider,
Mindy DeVries, Nels Dovre, and most importantly his
family.
Congregational Council Report - Matt Williams, President
Matt began by thanking Pastor Eric for his leadership and
stability. He spoke highly of ALL the work and effort he
puts forth to our church and community. Matt thanked
Oriett for all her services as well as the council for all
their work. He went on and gave a brief description of
the highlights he had a privilege being a part of this past
year and as well as his time as president.
Report of the Nominating Committee - Jean Saveraid
Jean presented the ballot.
Elections
Officers- Lyle Martin motions to elect all officers: Kristin
Shelton as president, Tim Wilson as Vice president, Ellen
Longnecker as secretary, Deidre Qual as Treasurer, and
Dick Kepler as financial secretary. Motion was seconded
by Jean Saveraid. Motion passed unanimously.
New council members- Vivian Lundgren motioned to
elect all new council members: Candi Engler, Jennifer
Pote, and Brent Emerson. Jacob Huxford seconded the
motion. Motion passed unanimously.
Finance committee- Nancy Fausch motioned to elect the
finance committee. Laura Kepler seconded the motion.
Motion passed unanimously.

Reaching Out in Christian Love to All

Nominating committee- Julie Huxford motioned to elect
the nominating committee: Dax Clark, Haylie Clark,
Valerie Eisennman, Colby Calvert, and Nolan Schonhorst.
Doreen Blackmer seconded the motion. Motion passed
unanimously.
Delegates- Leonard Larson motioned to elect the
delegates. Mackenzie Schaeffer seconded the motion.
Motion passed unanimously.
Operational Committees- Brent Emerson motioned to
approve all operational committees. Bruce Hartman
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report
- Deidre Qual, Treasurer
Deidre presented report. Emphasizing on piano fund and
benevolence.
Nels Dovre motioned to approve treasurer’s report.
Jennifer Pote seconded the motion. Motion passed
unanimously.
Audit Committee Report
- Mike Thomas
Mike Thomas reviewed info and stated everything is in
good working order.
Budget
- Brad Lewis, Fin. Comm.
Brad Lewis discussed the budget and acknowledged the
increase in maintenance and landscaping. A slightly
larger budget was proposed in order to limit the frantic
requests of funds from congregation.
Bob Snider motioned to approve the 2019 budget. Candi
Engler seconded the motion. Motion passed
unanimously.
New Business
Parsonage – Long term plan discussions - Tim Wilson
- Acknowledged parsonage needs to be taken care of.
- A long term plan will be put in place in the near
future.
Old Business:
Kitchen Committee update
- Brad Lewis
- Overall renovation went well.
- Minor updates/changes left
- Kitchen to-do list will be made.
Thank you Matt Williams for all your work and
dedication to Palestine Lutheran Church.
Jacob Huxford motioned to adjourn the meeting. Brad
Lewis seconded the motion.
Closing prayer

- Matt Williams, President
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March is Veggie Tales & Fruits of the Field month at
the food pantry – please donate canned vegetables,
canned tomato sauce, canned fruit, applesauce.
Sponsored by
Palestine Mission Outreach Committee.
Stewardship Snippet
Stewardship Snippet
Feb. 24, 2019
Genesis 45:15 – And Joseph kissed all his brothers
and wept upon them; and after that his brothers
talked with him.
Meeting them years after they had sold him into
slavery, Joseph now greets his brothers with love,
forgiveness, assistance and restoration. A great
model for loving relationships! What loving
relationships need your forgiveness and restoration?
From SE Iowa weekly e-News

Looking Ahead
Palm/Passion Sunday, April 14 – 9:30 am worship
Gethsemane Prayer Service, Wed, April 17 – 7 pm
Maundy Thursday, April 18 – 7 pm worship
Good Friday, April 19
Movie “The Passion of the Christ” 2 pm
Stations of the Cross 5:30-6:45 pm
Tenebrae worship @ Slater United Methodist Church –7 pm
Holy Saturday, April 20 Easter Prayer Vigil 2 to 5 pm
EASTER SUNDAY, April 21
Sunrise worship 7 am & Festival Worship 9:30 am
Easter Breakfast @ 8 am & Egg Hunt @ 9 am

SNOW REMOVAL
Volunteers needed
1. Parking lots & drives
2. Sidewalks
Sign up sheets in Fellowship Hall.
?s check with Mike Larson
Special thanks to the many of you that have helped
in past years.
Reaching Out in Christian Love to All

2019
Volunteer schedule
Greeters
3/3 Teri, Austin, Ashley Klimpel
Justin & Jodi Sample
3/10 Deidre Qual
Jean Saveraid
3/17 Nancy Fausch
Chris & Rich Nelson
3/24 Lyle & Pat Martin
Ben & Candance Engler
3/31 Mark & Jen Pote
Lynae & Josh Kruse

Acolytes –

3/3 Nick Larson, Derrick Rhoads
3/10
3/17 Grant Twedt
3/24 Luke Hartsook, Charlie Rhoads
3/31
Lectors 3/3 .........
3/10 .......
3/17 .......
3/24 .......
3/31 .......
Ushers
Tim Wilson, captain
Justin Sample
Tom Shelton
Lowell Elliott
Sunday Fellowship
Families who greet also serve beverages for fellowship.
Communion Assistants
Mar. 3rd Kim Van Pelt and Lora Young
Mar. 6th Dennis and Donna Millang
Mar. 17th Bruce Hartman and Lyle Martin
Offering Counters
Bob Snider, Holly Twedt
Altar Guild
Helen Kepler and Jennifer Pote
Snow Removal
▪ Sidewalks
 Drives & Parking Lots
Sign up in Fellowship Hall
Deliver Food Pantry donations for March
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Remember in Prayer
March Birthdays
Dear Palestine Congregation,
1 - Kaedence DeVries
Jeannie Williams
Thank you for the scholarship
4 - Benjamin Ewing
money. I put it towards my
7 - Mark Doty
tuition this semester at Iowa
Andrew Larson
State. Thank you for your
Aiden Lewis
support.
10 - Brad Lewis
Jacob Larson
11 - Joyce Carlson
Marvin Edwards
Lucas Hartsook
Sidney Jamison
13 - Madeline Sheldahl
17 - Rebecca Snider
18 - Tylan Siepker
19 - Addy Siepker
20 - Brittany Young
MARCH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
21 - Blake Edwards
19 – Marvin & Lori Edwards
Patti Rowedder
22 - Kevin Kopaska
Chris Nelson
If your birthday or anniversary was
Mike Rasmussen
not included or was incorrect, please
23 - Doreen Blackmer
contact the church office so we can
24 - Nicolas Schonhorst update our records.
25 - Jessica Blackmer
28 - Erika Williams
29 - Brent Emerson
Helen Kepler
Rick Sheldahl
Mae Wilson
31 - Dane Tatarniuk

Severe Weather Policy: When school is
canceled because of the weather, all church
functions will also be canceled. If weather hits
when school is not in session, a message
regarding cancellations will be put on the
church answering machine (515/597-2620) and
also on our church website www.plchuxley.com
. We will notify the following radio/TV stations
if worship or other events are to be canceled
WHO, KCCI, KRNT, & WOI. For smaller functions
phone trees will also be utilized.

Special NOTE: Please use your own judgment
regarding traveling in severe weather
conditions.

Reaching Out in Christian Love to All

The following were included in the Prayers of the Church
during February: Deb Bollmeyer; Anita Brendeland; Valerie
Brendeland; Adrienne Brown; Joan Carson; Alisha Cox;
Lowell Ellliott; Grady Greco; Jackie Greene; Ralph Kalsem;
Rob Larson; Merlin Lyon; Elias Samuel Moore; Loree Ness;
Chuck Ostermeier; Oriett Snider; Marvin Sorensen; Shannon
Tope; Don Trautner; Nova Lyn Walte; Arlene Wee; Sarah
JoAnn Young
Todd & Ashley Millang and their newborn twins, Maxwell &
Matthias (neonatal unit at Mercy). [grandsons of Dennis &
Donna Millang]
Pastor Erick & Kristi Swanson on the death of her father.
Family & friends of Annie Marchesano; Kim Fears; Duane
Haglund (father of Lynae Kruse); Brett & Dan Van Ersvelde
We welcome the newest member of our family of faith…
…received by Holy Baptism on February 2, 2019, Allyssa
JoAnne Hol. Allyssa is the daughter of Adam & Jennifer Hol
and granddaughter of Melody Major. Her baptismal sponsors
are Matthew Hol and Natalye Bertrand.
…received by Holy Baptism on February 10, 2019, Elliott
Lowell Johnson. Elliott is the son of Scott and Alyssa Johnson
and brother of Ethan, Emmett, and Evelyn. His baptismal
sponsors are Jaci and David Cornelison.
We welcome this new sister and brother
into the Lord’s family as children of God!
First Communion Classes
This year first communion classes will be
held after church (10:45-11:30) beginning
March 3rd and ending April 7th – no class March
17th or 24th (due to spring break). Class will meet in room 12
near where the banners are stored. Doreen Blackmer will
be leading the class this year and parents are strongly
encouraged to attend along with their child. The class is
designed for about the 5th grade level, however, if your
child is younger and you would like them to participate, or
if you would like to review the booklet and teaching
materials to help you decide, please let Doreen know.
Doreen’s email is doreenblackmer66@gmail.com or you
can call or text her at 515-777-6960.
On April 14th, after church, there will be a meeting in
the conference room with the communicants and their
families to review what to expect at the Maundy Thursday
service (April 18th, 7 pm) when the children will receive
their first communion. Family and friends are welcome to
attend the Maundy Thursday service to support their
student as they reach this milestone in their faith journey
during Holy week. In addition, I invite the students (this is
optional) to help make communion bread for use at the
Maundy Thursday service the evening before which would
be April 17th.
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Community Events - Check bulletin board & counter in Fellowship
Hall for additional announcements & information.
March is our month to help
with the clothing pantry in
Huxley. If you have helped in
the past, we would
appreciate your help again. A sign-up sheet will be
available in the fellowship hall. The pantry is open
Wed. from 4-6, Sat. from 10 - noon and Sunday from
1-3. It's best to have 2 or more people for each time
slot. Thank you for supporting this important ministry
in Huxley.

Upcoming Banqueting Tables at Bethlehem Lutheran Church.
The meals are open to the public and will take place
from 5:30 to 6:30 PM.

“All are Welcome”
Wednesday, March 13th
March Macness!
Mac & Cheese
Garlic Bread
Chocolate Pudding

Wednesday, March 27th
Baked Potato Bar –
Baked Potatoes with
big assortment of
toppings (meat/cheese,
etc.)
Assorted Bars

The official results of the blood drive on February 19th:
. 42 people on the schedule going into the drive
. 30 registered to donate
. 26 were able to donate (one new donor)
. 28 units of blood collected!!!
. Up to 84 lives saved or sustained!!!! !
Thank you!
The next blood drive is scheduled for October 8th.

REMINDER—
MARCH 31
DEADLINE TO DIRECT CHOICE DOLLARS®
Since 2010, over $414 million has been distributed to
thousands of churches, schools, and other nonprofits just
like ours through Thrivent Choice®. Through this
program, eligible members can recommend where
Thrivent donates millions of charitable outreach dollars
each year.
Based on member recommendations Palestine
Lutheran Church received $735 in charitable outreach
funding in 2018.
Don’t forget to direct Choice Dollars®
Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its
Thrivent Choice® program can help support organizations
you care about. Don’t let Choice Dollars expire.
Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have Choice
Dollars available have until March 31, 2019, to direct any
remaining 2018 Choice Dollars. Help support Palestine
Lutheran Church. Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to
learn more. Or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent
Choice” after the prompt.
Make an impact with a Thrivent Action Team
If you’re a Thrivent Financial member, you can lead a
Thrivent Action Team to bring people together for a onetime project to help others be wise with money and live
generously.
How it works
Think about an unmet need in your community and how
you could help. Apply to lead your volunteer team in a onetime fundraiser, service activity or educational event that
can be completed within 90 days. Once your project is
approved, you'll receive a Thrivent Action Kit, including:
 Promotional banner.
 Invitations and thank-you cards.
 Thrivent Action Team T-shirts.
 A $250 Community Impact Card you can use as
seed money to purchase project supplies and
create promotional materials.
How often am I eligible?
All Thrivent members are eligible to lead a Thrivent Action
Team. However, the number of teams each member can
lead per year depends on his or her membership type.
Benefit members are eligible to lead two Thrivent Action
Teams per calendar year, and associate members are
eligible to lead one per calendar year (maximum of three).
Learn more at Thrivent.com/actionteam and apply online.
Cynthia Johnson, Palestine’s Congregational Advocate

Reaching Out in Christian Love to All
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and the retreat ends with a brunch on Sunday at 11:30. You
DON'T want to miss this weekend!
3001 Riverside Rd, Story City, IA 50248
1-800-372-7748

rlbc@riverside.org
www.RiversideLBC.org
“To Know Christ and to make Christ known to all.”

Online registration is now open for Summer Camp 2019!
Check out what dates work best for your summer
schedule, and get signed up today! A copy of the
summer 2019 master calendar is available on the
counter in Fellowship Hall or check it out online.
Discounts Available for summer camp!
1. Palestine pays $75 for Alpha Camp (1st timers) and
$160 for other campers at Riverside. Check with church
office for details.
2. Member Congregations (NOTE: Palestine is a member
congregation)
Campers from member congregations will receive a $15
per week discount.
3. Siblings Discount
Families who are sending more than one camper to
Riverside will receive the following discounts. The first
camper will be charged the full fee. The second camper
will receive a $30 discount. Each additional camper will
receive a $50 discount. (The Siblings Discount is not
available for Alpha Camp.)

Marriage Retreat Join us March 1-3, 2019
God’s Word is powerful and we believe it affects lives and
marriages! Throughout this weekend, couples will enjoy
time together with rest, worship, creative skits, laughter,
time with our speakers, lots of fun, great food and great
fellowship. Arrival is Friday evening, and the retreat ends
with a brunch on Sunday. Please pray about coming to the
Marriage Retreat this year!
This weekend offers a great opportunity to bring along
some friends who you would like to grow alongside.
A marriage retreat also makes for a great Christmas or
Anniversary gift.

Housing Options and Fees
$150 - Riverside housing - couples stay in individual cabins
or rooms.
$120 - Commute - sleep at home, or make your own
reservation at a local hotel, and attend all of the
programming at camp.
Possible Story City hotels - Comfort Inn 515.733.6363 or
Viking Inn 515.733.4306
*Fee includes all meals and programming for the couple
REGISTER: Register by calling the office at 515-733-5271, or
you can register online today! Couples arrive Friday evening

Reaching Out in Christian Love to All

2019 Men's Retreat April 26-28
Men, our spring Men's Retreat is back! Join us at Riverside
this Spring for a relaxing weekend away from the pressures
of every day life, as you connect with God and other men
who want to grow in their relationship with Christ. It's good
to get away from the everyday and when we do, we believe
that God can speak in clear and powerful ways into the
depths of our hearts and minds. Feeling tired, stressed,
anxious, overwhelmed, lonely? This retreat is for you. Are
you desiring to take a next step in how you can be a man that
makes a Kingdom impact? This retreat is for you. Looking for
a fun weekend away with friends with great food and a
variety of activities? This retreat is for you!
Join us and bring a friend for a weekend with challenging
and practical teaching, worship, breakout sessions, fun, and
solitude.
General Information
Who: Men ages 18+
What: Men's Retreat
Where: Riverside Bible Camp
When: April 26-28
Arrival/Check-in: Friday, April 26 from 6:30 - 7:30 pm at
the Dining Hall
Departure: Our last event on Sunday is brunch at 10:00
am.
How Much: $85 per person
Speaker: Mitch Matthews Mitch is a serial entrepreneur,
best-selling author, top-ranked podcaster and international
speaker. Mitch has a passion for the Bible, prayer, and
exploring how to walk with God in real and tangible ways.
He loves his family, good coffee, quality bbq and the
outdoors. Mitch and his wife live in Des Moines, Iowa with
their two sons.
Mitch will be teaching over Joshua 1:9 on “Stepping In” and
saying yes to a life of adventure with God!
Lodging Lodging is available in our comfortable cabins here
at camp. We have several cabin beds available, along with
rooms in our Retreat Center to stay in. If you would like to
reserve a cabin for a group of men, please contact our
office in advance so we can make arrangements. Each
cabin can sleep 6 (just using bottom bunks) or up to 12
(with using top bunks). If you do not specify lodging, we
will assign you a cabin for the weekend. You will need to
provide you own bedding and pillow for a single size bed.
All cabins are complete with attached bathrooms and
heating/air conditioning.
Optional Activities – details available on website
 Golf at Riverbend Golf Course.  Shooting Range
 Horseback Riding
 Work Projects
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March is National Professional Social Work Month

Finding a Support System

March is National Professional Social Work Month, a
time to recognize social workers and thank them for
all they do. At Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), we’re
grateful for the many social workers who have
dedicated their lives to serving our community!

Aubreigh knew something needed to change.

Maybe you’ve never had a social worker involved in
your life. Yet, whether you realize it or not, you’ve
had the benefit of their behind-the-scenes work in
your community. Social workers help people help
themselves in overcoming life’s most difficult
circumstances or managing challenges of everyday
living: poverty, abuse, mental illness, depression,
addiction, disability, and many other situations.
Iowa wouldn’t be the same without the patience,
guidance, and empowerment that social workers
provide. Happy National Professional Social Work
Month!
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to
the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of
the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA
(Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve
people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender
identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and
sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org
and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Reaching Out in Christian Love to All

She was struggling with substance use and alcohol.
She couldn’t find a way to take care of her mental
health. She was unable to provide a safe home for
her son, who needed to move in with his dad. When
she finally took a step in the right direction and
found a home, all her belongings were stolen.
Through LSI’s Family Safety, Risk, and Permanency
Services, Aubreigh connected with her worker,
Kelsy. Together, the duo is working on budgeting
Aubreigh’s money, finding a good job, and building a
safe home environment for her son.
“I was in a bad situation, and I’m really thankful for
LSI,” she says. “Without them, who knows where I’d
be.”
Aubreigh now meets with Kelsy once a week and
feels like she is finally on the right path after plenty
of hard work. She is working with her son and his
father to build a healthy co-parenting relationship,
and she knows Kelsy will always be in her corner,
ready to cheer her on.
“Kelsy has been an awesome resource. She helps if
we have issues co-parenting, and we do a lot better
now as a family,” Aubreigh says. “If I have any
problems, Kelsy is there.”
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