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President’s Message 

May is here! It is 

always a busy 

time; Race 

month, proms, 

graduations and 

Memorial Day. 

On this day we 

honor the  men 

and women who died while serving in the 

U.S. military. 

Remember to thank a Veteran when you 

see one. 

See you at the meeting on Wednesday, 

May 10. 

Ken Walters, President VVA 295                

**********************************************************************

The Bunker is open Sunday 10am-2pm. Your Bunker purchase supports VVA 295 and Ft. Harrison 

Veterans Center. 

********************************************************************************** 



Important Dates 
May 5   Cold War/Vietnam War Veterans Round Table, 8:30am-3pm, Carmel High School, see  

   flyer on page 4. 

May 5 & 6  Region 5 Conference at Doubletree in Columbus, OH 

May 6   Fundraiser for National Desert Storm War Memorial at VFW Post 1152 Kokomo, see flyer 

   on page 5. 

May 10  VVA 295 meeting night; 6:30pm Board Meeting; 7pm Regular Meeting 

May 25  Ride to the Wall and Chair of Honor dedication at  Indianapolis Airport, see flyer pg 6 & 7 

May 29  149th Annual Crown Hill Memorial Day Ceremony,  2pm; VVA is doing Roll Call of the 

   Missing; rehearsal is May 28, see Chris Barnthouse for more info. 

June 9-11  3rd Annual Sandbox Reunion, 8am-11:30pm Kokomo, IN 

June 10  Mayors’ Veterans Family Appreciation Day at Garfield Park, see flyer page 8 

June 23 & 24  Annual Inside Yard Sale by Vets for Vets, 8am-5pm each day. We are taking donated  

   items for the sale. You can drop off at our meeting or Sundays 10am-2pm or on setup day, 

   Thursday, June 22 noon to 7. See flyer on page 9 

******************************************************************************************

THIS DATE IN HISTORY 

May 23, 1961  VP Johnson recommends to President Kennedy a “strong program of action” in Vietnam. 

Johnson says that the loss of Vietnam would compel the U.S. to fight “on Waikiki Beach” and eventually on “our 

own shores”. He said Asian leaders do not want American troops in Southeast Asia, but Johnson feels that open 

attack would bring calls for U.S. combat troops. 

May 18, 1966   Rep. Melvin Laird (R-MI) states that a “credibility gap” is developing because the Johnson 

administration is not providing the American public with precise and candid information on planned troop de-

ployment to Vietnam.  

May 4-Aug 24, 1968 U.S. Marine Corps units conduct Operation Allen Brook west of Hoi An City in southern 

Quang Nam Province, I Corps.  

******************************************************************************************* 

VVA Service Officer—Call Dennis Smalling 317-313-1577 to schedule an appointment for your VA benefits 

and claims.             

***************************************************************************************** 

The  Veterans Choice Improvement Act was signed by President Trump on April 19, 2017. It allows the 

expenditure of the remaining $950 million in the program, directs the VA to cover co-pays and deductibles directly for pri-

vate care rather than reimbursing veterans for paying up front and authorizes the sharing of medical records to hospi-

tals outside the VA. VA Secretary Shulkin has till fall to develop a more comprehensive plan for improvements. 

***************************************************************************************** 



***********************************************************************************
Vice President’s Corner 

Hi everyone - Let me begin by saying that I'm Proud to be a Vietnam Veteran and thrilled to be your new Vice 

President. 

Now onto business - Beginning with the May meeting, we are now adding to the agenda what I'm calling - MEM-

BER SPOTLIGHT SPEAKERS PROGRAM -  

Every month for about 15-20 minutes, a member will get up and speak to you about their experience in Vietnam - 

Who they were with - What they did - And anything else they would like to say about their experience - I'm en-

couraging that when you speak, bring pictures - and any other show and tell type items. 

Our first speaker will be Fred Bishop. If you would like to be one of our next speakers, 

call me - 317-696-1367. 

If you would like to be the speaker program coordinator, call as well. See you at our 

next meeting May 10th. 

Regards, 

Ron Sukenick 

Vice President - VVA Chapter 295 

*********************************************************************************** 

Membership Drive—Callers Needed 

Hi everyone - We currently have 100 people that are local and are considered “At Large” for VVA membership. 

I need a few people to jump on the phone and call these people and get two things accomplished -  

1. Call and invite them to visit our monthly meeting 

2. Tell them that we would love to have them in our local chapter and then forward a transfer form to them -  

Want to get involved? You think you can help? - Call me - 317-696-1367. 

Ron Sukenick 

*********************************************************************************** 

Roudebush VA Medical Center is needing volunteer drivers. Veterans Transportation Service provides 

Veterans a ride to their medical center or outlying clinic.  This is a great way to help Veterans. To volunteer, visit 

or call Volunteer Services, 317-988-2734 

***************************************************************************************** 

Food Drive for HVAF 

Bring non-perishable food to the next meeting for HVAF (Hoosier Veterans Assistance Foundation) for the Vet-

erans they are helping.  What they need the most is canned meats, pasta and noodles.  You can visit their website 

to see what they do.  http://www.hvafofindiana.org/ 

***************************************************************************************** 

HVAF needs volunteers.  Volunteers help sort and stock donations that come to HVAF. They provide essen-

tial services to Veterans to help promote them towards self-sufficiency. Volunteers also beautify housing proper-

ties by raking leaves, painting and landscaping.  Contact Robin Close at 317-951-0688 or rclose@hvaf.org 

*************************************************************************************** 





 










