
Skagit County Fire District 9

16818 W. Big Lake Blvd

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Meeting Minutes

March 8th, 2021
Zoom Meeting

The regular business meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of Skagit County Fire District #9 was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Commissioner Gubrud.  The next business meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 12th at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting minutes of February 8th were approved as written.  Present were Commissioner Gubrud, Commissioner Harmon, Commissioner Thomson, Chief Berg, and Secretary Berg.  Firefighter Phill Zimmerman as well as community member John Seehorn also called into the meeting. Assistant Chief Miner had to work. 
Correspondence:  N/A
Old Business:  

Newsletter – Next newsletter is scheduled to go out sometime in April.
Fire Engine – Commissioner Harmon and Chief Berg met with Mr. Gates to ask him if he would be willing to help fund a new fire truck.  He said he could provide some funding for five years.  Commissioner Harmon and Chief Berg are going to regroup and see if they can come up with another solution due to the district not having enough funds even with his donation.  
SOG’s – Commissioner Thomson and Secretary Berg have gone through all the policies and procedures.  They have also been updated to delete District 4.  Secretary Berg would like to see them approved at the next meeting so that they can be presented to the firefighters as soon as they are back up to full training.
Road Access – Collin Munoz is going to make an offer to Clay Ladum to use his property.  The retention pond might be an issue.  Chief Berg feels like the future homes might be an issue as well.  The commissioners asked Chief Berg to contact our attorney to get his opinion on our liability (if any). 

Software – The commissioners appreciated the offer from Assistant Chief Miner to purchase the station screen dashboard software but felt it’s not the right time to purchase.  

Call Report – Chief Berg gave an update on the call volume for 2021.  We have responded to 44 calls so far this year.
New Business: 
DNR Agreement – The DNR sent over an agreement for the Helitack crew.  They would like usage of the community room and the old station from April 1st to September 30th for $2,000.00 a month.  Commissioner Harmon made a motion to approve the one year contract and have Chief Berg continue the conversation for a multi-year contract.  Commissioner Thomson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Chief’s Report:  
· Station Three (Finn Settlement) was broken into sometime between February 16th and 23rd.   A chain saw, hot saw, generator, AED, bolt cutters, halogen and trash hook was stolen.  Commissioner Thomson had asked if anyone saw anything via social media and the Sheriff has asked that we do not post on social media in the future until they have a chance to look at all their leads. 
· The Public Assistance Grant will cover the cost of an extractor so Chief Berg is looking into the feasibility of getting one.

· Fire Chief Skrinde from District 14 is filling out an application for a Safer grant and is including our District.  

· Chief Berg would like to sell B914 this spring and use some of that money to paint the forest service truck.

· Captain Klinefelter is working on a DNR grant for wildland gear.  This year they will match up to $3,000.00.

· We currently have 41 firefighters on our roster.  Four new recruits are taking the upcoming EMT class.  We have a potential of six new recruits attending the fall recruit academy.  Since there are so many new people, we are having a gear shortage. 
· If it’s allowed, Chief Berg would like to have the banquet in May.

Assistant Chief Report: N/A
Public Comments:  N/A
Executive Session:  N/A
Commissioner Thomson made a motion to approve payroll check #’s 3335-3342 and EFTPS in the amount of $4,102.05 and accounts payable check #s 3343-3364 in the amount of $23,069.85 Commissioner Harmon seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

____________________




___________________________

Tracy Berg, Secretary




Mike Gubrud, Commissioner Chair


