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Chapter Directors
Steve & Jan Kerbow
Hello Chapter O,
Wow, already one month gone in 2021 and thankfully it is a winter month which
means nicer riding weather will be here before we know it. Except for our Polar Bear Ride
on New Year’s Day and MS-B’s Chili Cookoff on the last day of the month, our motorcycle
has been in the garage waiting.

We had our annual Louisiana District Business meeting on the 23rd of this month.
This year it was a Zoom meeting which was pretty interesting and went very well. We
were able to mirror the computer screen to our 70” TV screen so we were able to actually
see many of the attendees. As expected though, it was not as well attended as our “in
person” meetings have been in the past; probably because a vast number of folks these
days only access the internet via their cell phones and trying to view a large group of folks
on the cell screen is not the best. Thank you to our team members who were able to sign
in or attempted to sign in. We really appreciated your support.
The Covid-19 virus has kept most Louisiana chapters inactive – a couple chapters
have had some rides and a couple others have held meetings/activities via Zoom -- doing
the best they can to keep members engaged during these strange times. Our District
Team does have a couple of events planned for later in the year (May-June and November). For both events you can attend it all or just portions, depending on your schedule
and interest. For details see page13, mark your calendar, and plan to participate – they
sound like fun.

“Join us for our Monthly Meeting”
Chapter O meets the first Friday of each month
At The Sugar Shack, Franklinton, LA
Social Time 6 pm—7 pm * Meeting Begins at 7 pm
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Membership Enhancement
Danny & Sharon Amerson

Hello Chapter “O”
Chapter gathering (Friday, January 8, 2021): Our gathering was held at the Sugar Shack in
Franklinton, LA. We had 19 members and 2 guests for our monthly meeting.
The Lucky winners of our 50/25/25 game were Wendell and Mr. Ricky.
Door prize winners were Lex, Wendell, and Rudy.
For our golf game this month, Julie was the lucky person to try for the yellow ball; however,
the white ball was pulled, so the pot will continue to grow.
During the month of January, we had three events:
•

Our first ride was our Polar Bear Ride on New Year’s Day. We met up at the Shell station
in Folsom, LA. It was a cool day, but everyone enjoyed being out on their bikes. We had
13 bikes to make the ride over to Salty Joe’s in Hammond, LA. After lunch several bikes
took a ride down to French Settlement, LA.
• Our second ride was a back road ride to visit one of our members, Huey Duncan. What a
fun and educational time it was. Mr. Huey talked about all the different motorcycles he
had owned over the years. His first bike was a New Orleans built 1935 Simplex. The
Simplex had 4 horsepower motor at 5000rpm’s. He also told us about some of his trips,
and that he had ridden in 48 of the 50 states. He said that one year he rode to states on the
west of the Mississippi River, then, the next year he rode to the states on the east of the
Mississippi River, to see them all. After our visit, we loaded back up for some more back
road riding.
•

Our third ride was to MS Chapter B’s Chili-Cookoff on the 31st. We had 4 bikes, 1 4wheeler, 8 members, and 1 guest make the ride. It turned out to be a pleasant, sunny,
beautiful day for the both ride and the outing at the Paul B. Johnson State Park, MS. We
set up our lawn chairs under the trees, in view of the beautiful lake and enjoyed lots of
great tasting chili and fellowship with our Mississippi GWRRA friends . While there we
also had a great visit with our friends Mike & Becky Stevenson from LA Chapter K.
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JANUARY MEETING
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NEW YEAR’S DAY POLAR BEAR RIDE
TO SALTY JOE’S SEAFOOD RESTURANT

GATHERING
FOR THE
RIDE

BLESSING THE
RIDE
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NEW YEAR’S DAY POLAR
BEAR RIDE
TO
SALTY JOE’S SEAFOOD
RESTURANT
(Cont’d)
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MEMBERS RIDE TO VISIT
OUR RETIRED CHAPTER MEMBER HUEY.
WE SURE DO MISS HIM AT OUR MEETINGS

HEY LEX,
YOU ARE NOT THE
ONLY ONE WHO
EATS CORNDOGS!
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MS CHAPTER B’S CHILI COOKOFF RIDE
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Hello Louisiana
Last month we had a GREAT Business Meeting only this time it was in the comfort of
everyone’s home. Yes this was Louisiana’s 1st Zoom Business Meeting. This meeting went
very well and was well received by everyone. As usual we said good-by to some Officers
and hello to some new Officers.
From the District, Jim & Reba Berry stepped down as the District Educators (thank you
for your time and efforts) and Mike & Becky Stevenson is now our new District Educators

(thank you for stepping up).
Now the sad news. Within the next few months we will be closing 2 Chapters in Louisiana
and we are so upset that this has to happen. We want to thank Sam & Sieta Chaptman for
being the Chapter Directors of Chapter F. Fritz & Johnette Beter have been the Chapter
Directors of Chapter E for the last year. Neither of the members of these Chapters are
willing to step up so we will be closing these Chapters.
Now for the good news. We will be having a 3 day ride in November. The Dates will be
November 11th, 12th & 13th in St Francisville Louisiana. There will even be a bonus ride on
Sunday the 14th across all of the Mississippi River bridges from St Francisville to New
Orleans. Within the next couple of weeks we will be sending everyone on our email list the
ride and hotel information. We are even having a Gumbo cook-off for everyone at NO
CHARGE. Each Chapter will bring their best Gumbo for everyone to try. Please be on the
lookout for this information.
PLEASE stay safe during these trying times.
Fritz & Johnette Beter / Mike & Pam Jastram
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Mike & Becky Stevenson
Louisiana District Rider Educators
Also
ARC & TRC Instructors
University Instructors
Medic / 1st Aid

Conspicuity
Don't give them the excuse
By: James R. Davis
We have all heard and lament that car drivers inevitably argue that they did not see the motorcycle before the collision occurred. Certain that the real problem is that they were otherwise
busy talking on their cell phones or simply not paying attention, we do not credit that excuse
other than with a "Yeah, sure". But what if it is true?
Most motorcyclists have heard the word 'conspicuity'. It means conspicuousness or obviousness. It is a ten-dollar word that turns off most people who hear it, but there is substance behind it. It certainly helps your ability to be seen if you are conspicuous or obvious, though that
person on the cell phone still might not notice you, and even if they do, they may not be able to
recognize what they are seeing.
When you hear the word 'conspicuity' you probably think 'light colored clothes'. Yep, that can
certainly help - when the sun is shining. But I suggest that at night you are FAR better off having reflective strips of some kind on your jacket/helmet/motorcycle than if you are wearing a
light-colored jacket as opposed to black. Those reflective strips or patches should be across
your upper back and on your shoulders (facing to either side) for best effect.
And why is it that we tend to think of the person who is ahead of us needing to see us more
than the person behind or from the side? The truth is, it does not matter where 'they' are, they
MUST be able to see you and recognize you for what you are.
Curiously, despite the natural desire to be seen by drivers coming toward us, when motorcyclists think about adding some lights to their rigs they think about rear facing lights first. They
add bigger, brighter, brake lights and even modulated lights to aid those who are behind them.
I say curiously because most threats to a motorcyclist are in front of your motorcycle, not behind.
Many years ago the railroad industry determined that the most conspicuous lighting arrangement, and safest, was to have a triangle of forward-facing lights, the largest, brightest light at
the top and two slightly smaller/dimmer lights mounted horizontally below it. This configuration
had benefits that might not be immediately obvious. Most notably, when a train is moving toward you the two bottom lights appear to get farther apart. Thus, you not only recognize the
lights as coming from a train, but you can tell if it is moving toward you, and you can even estimate at what speed
A motorcycle can have exactly the same lighting advantage. If you mount running lights below
your headlight you have created that magic triangle. When seen from the front you no longer
look like a far distant car. Since nobody expects to see a train coming toward them on a public
road, you are recognized for being 'something else' - indeed, almost certainly a motorcycle.
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Conspicuity
Don't give them the excuse
(Continued)
Unlike modulating brake lights, I am absolutely against modulating headlights. They are distracting and easily confused as being from an emergency vehicle of some kind. They may be
illegal in many states if setup incorrectly. They are also, like magnets, strongly attracting to
your eyes which increases, in my opinion, the chance that an oncoming vehicle driver will target fixate on them. That, I assume you agree, is not your intention at all.
As to drivers behind you are well advised to remember that engine braking does NOT turn on
your brake lights. If you roll off your throttle while someone is following you, you should either
lightly use your brakes as well, or simply double tap your front brake lever to give them notice
of your change of speed. Don't give them the excuse. Ensure that they see you.
There are brake light activators on the market that make your brake light illuminate and/or flash
when you roll of the throttle. I have an Admore Lighting brake system that has an integrated
accelerometer built in. It senses the reduction in speed and activates the brake light when you
slow down. You will need a laptop to program the system after it is installed. Speaking of installation, it quite easy. It mounts on the license plate bracket and the wiring taps into existing
brake/taillight wiring. There are other systems out there so do your shopping and research!!
Mike and Becky Stevenson
District Educators
Ride Safe Ride Smart
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Upcoming 2021 Events
Florida District Rally
March 18 – 20
Texas District Rally
April 29 - May 1
Louisiana Courthouse Rides
May 1 - June 30
Arkansas Rally
May 27 - 29
Wing Ding 42 in 2021
June 29 – July 3
Kansas Rally
September 10 - 11
Oklahoma Rally
September 16 - 18
Alabama District Rally
September 30 – October 2
Mississippi District Rally
Oct 14 - 15
Chapter O Ride to Arkansas October 16 - 23
LA District Ride-In
November 11 - 13
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Louisiana’s Parish Courthouse Rides
Mickey & Mary Searles, LA Motorist Awareness Program, have been thinking
of some things that will be fun and get us out riding around our state while being
safe. Below is their plan:
May is Motorcycle Awareness month, so we want to kick it off right while riding
our state. Here is the deal, we want to visit as many Courthouses in the state as we
can between May 1st through June 30th.
Have chapter rides to visit them, there are some nice ones here in Louisiana.
Also, for those chapters that live on the edge of our state you can also visit the
ones in another state that are close by.
On July 10th, we will all meet for an “All-District” picture at a central Courthouse in the state that all chapters ride to and meet for a group picture and a brown
bag lunch. This will be a great chance to get to see everybody.
Bring your chapter Motorist Awareness Banner when you visit that for that also
and it will look good in the picture with all of the banners.

Guidelines for the picture at each courthouse you visit:
•

Must have your Chapter’s Motorist Awareness Banner.

•

Take a picture with the banner on the steps of the Courthouse with your
riders behind it and date it.

•

Everyone must have your mask on in the picture.

This will be fun and it gives the chapters a “destination with a purpose” ride.
There are some beautiful places to visit.
***********************************************************************************************

Louisiana District Ride In
Since we were not able to have a District rally, we have decided to have a
Louisiana District Three Day “Ride In”. Come spend the entire time or just a day or
two as your schedule permits.
Date: November 11th, 12th & 13th, 2021 (Thursday, Friday & Saturday) with a
bonus ride on November 14th (Sunday)
Place: St Francisville, Louisiana
Details: Coming Soon—Stay Tuned
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LOUISIANA CHAPTER GATERINGS
1st Monday
1st Tuesday
1st Thursday
1st Thursday
1st Friday
1st Saturday
3rd Tuesday
4th Monday
4th Wednesday

Chapter K
Chapter B
Chapter D
Chapter M
Chapter O
Chapter C
Chapter J
Chapter A
Chapter H

Metairie
Lafayette
Monroe
DeRidder
Franklinton
Shreveport
Sulphur
Baton Rouge
Houma

Check their websites for time, place, and address.
We should all try to visit other Chapter Gatherings
since you belong to all GWRRA Chapters.
If we support their Chapter, they will support ours!
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CHAPTER DIRECTORS
NEWSLETTER EDITORS
Steve & Jan Kerbow
jan.kerbow@gmail.com
steve.kerbow01@gmail.com
ASST CHAPTER DIRECTORS
Alan & Julie Williams
juway0415@yahoo.com
MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT

LaShawn Smith — 2/9
Marsha Spring — 2/18
Sharon Amerson —2/19

Danny & Sharon Amerson
amersondannyb@yahoo.com
WEBMASTER
Allen Hoover
webmaster@gwrra-la-o.org
RIDE COORDINATOR
Kelvin & Gay Dawsey
keldi82@yahoo.com

Kelvin & Gay Dawsey — 2/6
Ricky & Elaine Rogers — 2/12

TREASURER
Rudy & Paula Winstead
winstead06@bellsouth.net
SUNSHINE LADY
Joyce Netherland
jcnland@att.net
COUPLE OF THE YEAR
Kelvin & Gay Dawsey
keldi82@yahoo.com
MOTORNESS AWARENESS
Lex & Gay Austin
lwaust39505@yahoo.com

Marie Vince

17

February 2021
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3

Thu
4

Fri
5

Sat
6

Chapter O
Gathering
6:00 PM to Eat
7:00 PM to
Meet

FEBRUARY
IS BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
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March 2021
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3

Thu
4

Fri
5

Sat
6

Chapter O
Gathering
6:00 PM to Eat
7:00 PM to
Meet

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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Organized June 2004

TEAM GWRRA
GWRRA TEAM

POSITION

EMAIL

Jere & Sherry Goodman

Directors of GWRRA

director@gwrra.org

Susan & George Huttman

Director of Rider Education

director-re@gwrra.org

Dan & Mary Costello

Director of Membership Enhancement

mepgwrra@gmail.com

Lorrie Thomas

Director of GWRRA University

lorriemthomas@aol.com

Randall & Janet Drake

Director of Finance

financedirector@gwrra.org

Mike & Varri Critzman

Director of Motorist Awareness

itsawingthing@hotmail.com

Alessandro Boveri

Executive Director Overseas

alboveri@gmail.com

