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About PRCA 

 

The Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA), headquartered in Colorado Springs, Colo., 
is the largest and oldest rodeo-sanctioning body in the world. The recognized leader in professional 
rodeo, the PRCA is committed to maintaining the highest standards in the industry in every area, 
from improving working conditions for contestants and monitoring livestock welfare to boosting en-
tertainment value and promoting sponsors. The PRCA also proudly supports youth rodeo with edu-
cational camps and financial assistance to young standouts preparing to enter the professional 
ranks, as well as supporting allied organizations such as Tough Enough to Wear Pink, Miss Rodeo 
America, the American Quarter Horse Association and the ProRodeo Hall of Fame. 

Annually, the PRCA sanctions about 650 top-of-the-line multiple-event rodeos on the continent, in 

about 38 states and three or four Canadian provinces ï the cream of the crop among thousands 

of rodeo-related events that take place each year in North America. As a membership-driven 

organization, the PRCA works to ensure that every event it sanctions is managed with fairness and 

competence and that the livestock used is healthy and cared for to the highest standards. Here are 

some key facts about participants in ProRodeo and the PRCA: 

Fans. More than 43 million people identify themselves as fans of ProRodeo, and many of them at-
tend PRCA-sanctioned rodeos around the country annually. According to the Sports Business Daily, 
rodeo is seventh in overall attendance for major sporting events, ahead of golf and tennis. Fans can 
follow professional rodeo all year long through the PRCAôs television coverage on CBS Sports Net-
work, the PRCAôs ProRodeo Sports News magazine and ProRodeo.com, as well as other rodeo-
related media outlets. 

Competition. Unlike most other professional sports, where contestants are paid salaries regardless 

of how well they do at a particular competition, cowboys generally pay to enter each rodeo. If they 

place high enough to win money, they probably make a profit, but if they donôt, theyôve lost their en-

try fee and any travel expenses, so every entry is a gamble pitting the chance for loss and physical 

injury against the chance for financial windfall and athletic glory. Also unlike most sanctioned profes-

sional sports, the hundreds of ñplaying fieldsò ï rodeo arenas ï of PRCA-sanctioned rodeos vary 

widely. The size, shape, perimeter of an arena, as well as the chute configuration and whether itôs 

indoors or outdoors, all significantly affect times for timed events and, to a lesser extent, scores for 

roughstock events. The differences are so significant that some timed-event cowboys own different 

horses for different types of arenas. For that reason, the fairest way to measure cowboysô success 

in competition across the varied settings is by earnings. The total payout at PRCA rodeos in 2017 

was $48,116,166Φ 

Cowboys. In 2017, the PRCAôs membership included 4,727 cowboys (including permit holders), 

who comprise the majority of the associationôs roster, as well as 1,195 contract personnel 

(performers and workers). The largest membership segment includes a full range of contestants, 

from cowboys who compete in professional rodeo for a living, crisscrossing the country with their 

own horses or equipment, as well as those who work at other jobs during the week and compete in 

nearby rodeos on the weekends. The PRCA includes one $6-million earner, four $3-million earners 

and more than 100 million-dollar earners, yet most of its competing members participate in fewer 

than 30 rodeos each year.  



Permit system. Cowboys who want to apply for membership in the PRCA must first obtain a permit 
card and then earn at least $1,000 at PRCA-sanctioned rodeos; there is no time limit to ñfillò the per-
mit. Money won under a permit card counts toward circuit standings, but not toward world standings 
or rookie standings. (A rookie is a cowboy in his first year as a PRCA card-holding contestant.) 

World champions. ñWorld championò is the most coveted title in ProRodeo. The sportôs world 
champions are crowned at the conclusion of the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo presented by Po-
laris RANGER, based on total season earnings at PRCA rodeos across the continent, including 
monies earned at the Wrangler NFR. The PRCA crowns eight world titlists; each receives a gold 
buckle and a specially crafted trophy saddle. The 2017 PRCA world champions had season earn-
ings ranging from $136,419 to $436,479. 

Stock contractors. All PRCA rodeo events involve livestock, and the care of those animals falls to 
the stock contractors who buy or breed them, raise them, feed them, watch over them, provide 
medical care when necessary and transport them safely between rodeos and their home pastures. 
PRCA stock contractors agree to follow more than 60 rules providing for the care and humane treat-
ment of livestock ï the toughest standards in the industry ï and constantly look for ways to improve 
their husbandry, knowing that best practices produce top-performing livestockΦ 

Judges. There are at least two judges at every PRCA rodeo who have attended judging seminars 
and are trained to ensure that all results of competition and livestock welfare are followed. During 
the timed events, each judge has a different role; during the roughstock events, the judges are on 
opposite sides of the cowboy and animal, watching for the cowboyôs control of the ride and how well 
his timing is synced with the animalôs bucking motion, among other scored aspects of a ride that 
can be different on the two sides. 

Contract personnel. The noncontestant personnel working a rodeo include the bullfighters, who 
help bull riders escape from powerful rodeo bulls; the barrelmen, clowns and specialty acts, who 
entertain the crowds; pickup men, who help bareback and saddle bronc riders dismount, then pre-
pare and assist bucking stock to leave the arena; announcers, who call the action; arena secretar-
ies, who handle extensive administrative duties; and timers, who operate the clocks for the timed 
and roughstock events. 

Committees. Local rodeo committees organize the PRCA-sanctioned rodeos held across the conti-
nent. Most are run by dedicated groups of volunteers who make the rodeos work from behind the 
scenes, procuring local sponsors for events, awards and programs; setting up safe facilities; staffing 
various functions and making the contestants and attendees feel at home. Many PRCA rodeos are 
broadly involved in their communities in both service and fund-raising areas. 

Charities. PRCA-sanctioned rodeos annually raise more than $16 million for local and national 
charities, from college scholarships for local students to the Tough Enough to Wear Pink campaign 
against breast cancer. Contact the PRCA Media Department at 719.528.4713 for more information. 

FanZone. The ProRodeo FanZone is the official fan club of the PRCA. Among the many member-
ship benefits: access to an exclusive website with blogs, a forum, a photo gallery and a behind-the-
scenes look at the world of ProRodeo; exclusive contests and giveaways for members only; and a 
welcome package containing a variety of FanZone merchandise and other exclusive items from 
PRCA national sponsors. Learn more at ProRodeoFanZone.com.  



Sponsors. The PRCAôs loyal national sponsors support all aspects of rodeo, from entire events like 
the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo; the RAM National Circuit Finals Rodeo; the Wrangler Tour; and 
Justin Finale; to the Montana Silversmiths gold buckles awarded to world champions each year. 
Read more in the PRCA National Partners chapter of this book. Sponsors also help defray the costs 
of producing rodeos and support contestants in their efforts to climb the ranks of ProRodeo. 

Demographics. The PRCAôs 6.3 million loyal rodeo attendees across the U.S. are about 47 percent 
male and 53 percent female; 51 percent have household income of $50,000 or more and 77 percent 
own their own homes. ProRodeo fans come from all walks of life, but as a group, they are demo-
graphically similar to NASCAR fans, and are likely to also enjoy hunting, fishing and camping. 

ProRodeo.com. The PRCA maintains a website with the latest news stories, cowboy blogs, world 
standings, rodeo results, cowboy and livestock bios, and tons of other information. The PRCA also 
has a presence on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

Television. Each December sees live telecasts of all 10 performances of the Wrangler National Fi-
nals Rodeo. In 2017, the Wrangler NFR, the Justin Boots Playoffs presented by Wrangler, the RAM 
National Circuit Finals Rodeo, the Wrangler Champions Challenge events and the All American Pro-
Rodeo Finals are telecast by CBS Sports Network. Division I PRCA Xtreme Bulls Tour stops are 
webcast live on www.wranglernetwork.com. 

History of Rodeo 

Some say that rodeo was born in 1869 when two groups of cowboys from neighboring ranches met 
in Deer Trail, Colo., to settle an argument over who was the best at performing everyday cowboy 
tasks, including breaking wild horses to ride for ranch work ï a common cowboy task that evolved 
into rodeoôs saddle bronc riding event. 
 
That informal gathering is considered by many to be the first rodeo ï the beginning of a true Ameri-
can sport, based on the needs and customs of those who settled the great American West. Spanish-
speaking cowboys, vaqueros, and the more recently arrived cowboys from the eastern part of the 
country contributed different skills and techniques to the cowboy toolbox.  

Breaking horses for their own use was just one part of a cowboyôs job. Capturing calves and full-
grown cattle for branding, medical attention and sale required finely honed roping and riding skills on 
the sprawling, often inhospitable terrain of frontier ranches ï skills that were tested and contested in 
events that led to todayôs tie-down roping, team roping and steer roping. 
 
Todayôs professional rodeo cowboy is a bit different from his predecessor from the 1800s, although 
the traditional ideals of sportsmanship, showmanship and mentorship are still valued by todayôs com-
petitors.  

A cowboyôs standing in the sport of rodeo still depends on his skill with a rope or his ability to ride a 
bucking animal, his toughness in the face of setbacks, and his gratitude and humility about the suc-
cess he achieves. His standing in the rodeo community still depends on his adherence to the cowboy 
code, which dictates that a man helps his fellow competitors even when they are competing for the 
same paycheck ï many cowboys loan horses and equipment to even their closest competitors ï and 
teach what they know to younger cowboys.   



 

Yet some aspects of rodeo have changed since those early days. Many professional cowboys travel 

in comfortable trucks or custom-made rigs, or they fly from one rodeo to another by commercial air-

line or charter plane. Marketing and business acumen have become as crucial as roping, wrestling 

or riding skills as contestants compete for more money than ever before. In 2008, 17-time World 

Champion Trevor Brazile was first to earn $3 million over his career, and in 2013 he crossed the $5 

million threshold. Four more cowboys have hit the $3 million mark.  

 

Whether a PRCA member spends more than 200 days a year on the road in search of a berth in the 

Wrangler National Finals Rodeo ï the sportôs Super Bowl ï or works another job during the week 

and competes in regional rodeos on the weekends, he is likely to take his wife and children along 

whenever possible, helping to keep the sport close to its family-oriented roots.  

History Of The PRCA 
Until the turn of the century, early rodeos were informal events ï exhibition matches of skill, with 

nothing but pride and perhaps a few wagers at stake. But as audiences grew, promoters began to 

organize annual contests in specific locations as well as traveling Western shows.  

 

Rodeo organizations remained fragmented until the late 1920s, when the Rodeo Association of 

America, comprised of rodeo committees and promoters from across the U.S., named its first cham-

pions.  

 

The first true national cowboysô organization emerged in 1936, when a group of cowboys and cow-

girls left a performance at Madison Square Garden and boycotted the promoterôs next rodeo, in Bos-

ton Garden. They forced one of the biggest rodeo producers of the times, Col. W.T. Johnson, to lis-

ten to their demands for better prize money and judges who understood rodeo. Johnson gave in, un-

der duress, and the Cowboysô Turtle Association was born ï a name they picked because they had 

been slow to act, but had finally stuck their necks out for their cause. 

 

In 1945, the Turtles became the Rodeo Cowboys Association (RCA), which in 1975 evolved into the 

Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association. The PRCA has experienced tremendous growth in terms 

of membership, national exposure, media coverage and sanctioned rodeos. Today, the PRCA 

boasts about 7,000 members (5,138 of whom are currently contestants) and sanctions approximate-

ly 600 rodeos a year. The PRCA headquarters in Colorado Springs, Colo., which includes the Pro-

Rodeo Hall of Fame and Museum of the American Cowboy, opened in 1979.  

 

In 2013, $39.6 million was paid out in prize money at PRCA rodeos, a figure the Turtles might never 

have dreamed possible. In addition, ProRodeo is telecast to more than 50 million households. Pro-

Rodeo continues to bridge the traditions of the old West with the tools of the 21st century: Rodeo 

fans keep up to date with their favorite human and animal athletes by subscribing to the PRCAôs 

ProRodeo Sports News magazine and logging on to www.ProRodeo.com, and both the PSN and 

ProRodeo.com use the social networking site Facebook.   



 



The PRCA Circuit System 

The Circuit System, the cornerstone of the PRCA, is an integral part of the association. Every PRCA 
contestant belongs to a circuit and has an opportunity to advance to a national championship in the 
multimillion-dollar arm of the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association. The Circuit System affords 
opportunities to cowboys who may not have the circumstances that allow them to be on the road for 
thousands of miles a year. The responsibilities of home, jobs or businesses require they spend more 
time in specific geographic location than they would be able to spend traveling across the coun-
try.  But make no mistake, these cowboys are as good as they come. They also make up the majori-
ty of the PRCAôs membership.  

In 1975, the PRCA created a system that breaks up the United States into 12 circuits. The circuits 

include as few as one state, such as the California, Texas and Montana circuits, to as many as 13 

states ï the First Frontier Circuit in the northeastern part of the county. In 1987, the National Circuit 

Finals Rodeo was incorporated, and Dodge became the title sponsor of all 12 circuit finals rodeos 

and the Dodge National Circuit Finals Rodeo. In 2010, the Dodge brand rodeo initiative went to the 

newly formed RAM Truck division of the Chrysler Group.  RAM still has title sponsorship of all 12 

U.S. PRCA Circuit Finals Rodeos and the National Circuit Finals Rodeo. 

In 1975, the PRCA created a system that breaks up the United States into 12 circuits. The circuits 
include as few as one state, such as the California, Texas and Montana circuits, to as many as 13 
states ï the First Frontier Circuit in the northeastern part of the county. In 1987, the National Circuit 
Finals Rodeo was incorporated, and Dodge became the title sponsor of all 12 circuit finals rodeos 
and the Dodge National Circuit Finals Rodeo. In 2010, the Dodge brand rodeo initiative went to the 
newly formed RAM Truck division of the Chrysler Group.  RAM still has title sponsorship of all 12 
U.S. PRCA Circuit Finals Rodeos and the National Circuit Finals Rodeo. 

In 2018, the PRCA expanded the circuit system to 13 by welcoming Canada as the Maple Leaf Cir-
cuit. This was in cooperation with the Canadian Professional Rodeo Association. The Maple Leaf 
Circuit will debut at the 2020 NCFR.     

As the regular season ends, top competitors from each event qualify to compete in their circuit finals 
rodeos. Champions from those rodeos, as well as the overall year-end winners from each circuit, 
are then invited to Kissimmee, Fla., to vie for NCFR championships.  

Each contestant can compete in and out of his circuit throughout the year, but only the points he 

earns within the circuit he designates at the beginning of the season are applied toward his place in 

the circuit standings. However, everything he wins in and out of his chosen circuit is applied toward 

his world standings. So, while most circuit contestants rodeo close to home, there is still opportunity 

for them to earn enough money to get to the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo.  

The tournament-style NCFR determines the national circuit champions in each event. The competi-

tion produces exciting challenges for the athletes and vivid entertainment for the fans. All 26 qualifi-

ers from the 13 circuits compete in the two preliminary rounds of the rodeo. The top eight contest-

ants overall from each event advance to the semifinal round, with all previous scores and times 

thrown out. The top four move on to the final round ï a sudden-death competition that determines 

the national circuit champion in each event. Because the top four contestants begin with a clean 

slate in the final round, each one has an equal opportunity to claim an NCFR title.  



The NCFR event winners receive a $20,000 voucher for a new RAM vehicle, a Polaris RANGER 
UTV, a pair of exotic boots from Justin Boots, a trophy saddle from Cactus Saddlery and a Montana 
Silversmiths buckle, in addition to their winnings. And the circuit winning the most money overall at 
the NCFR retains bragging rights for the year (and a nice bonus from RAM). 

The National Circuit Finals Steer Roping is a similar event that determines the national champion in 

a separate event, steer roping.  

 

Rodeo 101 

Professional rodeo action consists of two types of competitions - roughstock events and timed 
events - and an all-around cowboy crown. 

In the roughstock events bareback riding, saddle bronc riding and bull riding a contestant's score is 
equally dependent upon his performance and the animal's performance. To earn a qualified score, 
the cowboy, while using only one hand, must stay aboard a bucking horse or bull for eight seconds. 
If the rider touches the animal, himself or any of his equipment with his free hand, he is disqualified. 

In saddle bronc and bareback riding, a cowboy must "mark out" his horse; that is, he must exit the 

chute with his spurs set above the horse's shoulders and hold them there until the horse's front feet 

hit the ground after the initial jump out of the chute. Failing to do so results in disqualification. 

During the regular season, two judges each score a cowboy's qualified ride by awarding 0 to 25 

points for the rider's performance and 0 to 25 points for the animal's effort. The judges' scores are 

then combined to determine the contestant's score. A perfect score is 100 points. 

 



In timed events steer wrestling, team roping, tie-down roping, barrel racing and steer roping; cow-

boys and cowgirls at "the other end of the arena" compete against the clock, as well as against each 

other. A contestant's goal is to post the fastest time in his or her event. In steer wrestling and the 

roping events, calves and steers are allowed a head start. The competitor, on horseback, starts in a 

three-sided fenced area called a box. The fourth side opens into the arena. 

 

A rope barrier is stretched across that opening and is tied to the calf or steer with a breakaway loop. 

Once the calf or steer reaches the head-start point -  predetermined by the size of the arena - the 

barrier is automatically released. If a cowboy breaks that barrier, a 10-second penalty is added.  

 

Bull Riding 

 

Rodeo competition, in the beginning, was a natural extension of the daily challenges cowboys confronted on 
the ranch - roping calves and breaking broncs into saddle horses. Bull riding, which is intentionally climbing 
on the back of a 2,000-pound bull, emerged from the fearless and possibly fool-hardy nature of the cowboy. 
The risks are obvious. Serious injury is always a possibility for those fearless enough to sit astride an animal 
that literally weighs a ton and is usually equipped with dangerous horns.  Regardless, cowboys do it, fans 
love it and bull riding ranks as one of rodeo's most popular events.  Bull riding is dangerous and predictably 
exciting, demanding intense physical prowess, supreme mental toughness and courage. Like bareback and 
saddle bronc riders, the bull rider may use only one hand to stay aboard during the eight-second ride. If he 
touches the bull or himself with his free hand, he receives no score. But unlike the other roughstock contest-
ants, bull riders are not required to mark out their animals. While spurring a bull can add to the cowboy's 
score, riders are commonly judged solely on their ability to stay aboard the twisting, bucking mass of muscleΦ 

Size, agility and power create a danger that makes bull riding a crowd favorite everywhere. Balance, 
flexibility, coordination, quick reflexes and, perhaps above all, a strong mental attitude are the stuff 
of which good bull riders are made.To stay aboard the bull, a rider grasps a flat braided rope, which 
is wrapped around the bull's chest just behind the front legs and over its withers. One end of the bull 
rope, called the tail, is threaded through a loop on the other end and tightened around the bull. The 
rider then wraps the tail around his hand, sometimes weaving it through his fingers to further secure 
his grip. Then he nods his head, the chute gate swings open, and he and the bull explode into the 
arena.  Every bull is unique in its bucking habits. A bull may dart to the left, then to the right, then 
rear back. Some spin or continuously circle in one spot in the arena. Others add jumps or kicks to 
their spins, while others might jump and kick in a straight line or move side to side while bucking. 

 

Team Roping  

Team roping, the only true team event in ProRodeo, requires close cooperation and timing between 
two highly skilled ropers - a header and a heeler - and their horses. The event originated on ranches 
when cowboys needed to treat or brand large steers and the task proved too difficult for one man. 

The key to success? Hard work and endless practice. Team roping partners must perfect their tim-
ing, both as a team and with their respective horses. 

 



{imilar to tie-down ropers and steer wrestlers, team ropers start from the boxes on each side of the 
chute from which the steer enters the arena. The steer gets a head start determined by the length of 
the arena. 

Team ropers such as Joe Beaver and Travis Tryan spend long hours perfecting their timing with 
each other and their horses. One end of a breakaway barrier is attached to the steer and stretched 
across the open end of the header's box. When the steer reaches his advantage point, the barrier is 
released, and the header takes off in pursuit, with the heeler trailing slightly further behind. The 
ropers are assessed a 10-second penalty if the header breaks the barrier before the steer completes 
his head start. Some rodeos use heeler barriers too. 

The header ropes first and must make one of three legal catches on the steer &#151; around both 
horns, around one horn and the head or around the neck. Any other catch by the header is consid-
ered illegal and the team is disqualified. After the header makes his catch, he turns the steer to the 
left and exposes the steer's hind legs to the heeler. The heeler then attempts to rope both hind legs. 
If he catches only one foot, the team is assessed a five-second penalty. After the cowboys catch the 
steer, the clock is stopped when there is no slack in their ropes and their horses face one another. 

Another important aspect to the event is the type of horses used by the ropers. The American quar-

ter horse is the most popular among all timed-event competitors, particularly team ropers. Heading 

horses generally are taller and heavier because they need the power to turn the steer after it is 

roped. Heeling horses are quick and agile, enabling them to better follow the steer and react to it 

moves. 

Tie Down Roping 

As with saddle bronc riding and team roping, the roots of tie-down roping can be traced back to the 
working ranches of the Old West. When calves were sick or injured, cowboys had to rope and immo-
bilize them quickly for veterinary treatment. Ranch hands prided themselves on the speed with which 
they could rope and tie calves, and they soon turned their work into informal contests. 

As the event matured, being a good horseman and a fast sprinter became as important to the com-
petitive tie-down roper as being quick and accurate with a rope. 

Today, the mounted cowboy starts from a box, a three-sided fenced area adjacent to the chute hold-

ing the calf. The fourth side of the box opens into the arenaΦ 

A cowboy's success in tie-down roping depends in large part on the precise teamwork between him 
and his horse. The calf receives a head start that is determined by the length of the arena. One end 
of a breakaway rope barrier is looped around the calf's neck and stretched across the open end of 
the box. When the calf reaches its advantage point, the barrier is released. If the roper breaks the 
barrier before the calf reaches its head start, the cowboy is assessed a 10-second penalty. 

The horse is trained to come to a stop as soon as the cowboy throws his loop and catches the calf. 

The cowboy then dismounts, sprints to the calf and throws it by hand, a maneuver called flanking. If 

the calf is not standing when the cowboy reaches it, he must allow the calf to get back on its feet be-

fore flanking it. After the calf is flanked, the roper ties any three legs together with a pigging string - a 

short, looped rope he clenches in his teeth during the runΦ 

 



While the contestant is accomplishing all of that, his horse must pull back hard enough to eliminate 
any slack in the rope, but not so hard as to drag the calf. 

When the roper finishes tying the calf, he throws his hands in the air as a signal that the run is com-

pleted. The roper then remounts his horse, rides forward to create slack in the rope and waits six 

seconds to see if the calf remains tied. If the calf kicks free, the roper receives no time. 

Saddle Bronc Riding 

Saddle bronc riding is rodeo's classic event, both a complement and contrast to the wilder specta-
cles of bareback riding and bull riding. This event requires strength to be sure, but the event also 
demands style, grace and precise timing. 

Saddle bronc riding evolved from the task of breaking and training horses to work the cattle ranches 
of the Old West. Many cowboys claim riding saddle broncs is the toughest rodeo event to master 
because of the technical skills necessary for success. 

Every move the bronc rider makes must be synchronized with the movement of the horse. The cow-
boy's objective is a fluid ride, somewhat in contrast to the wilder and less-controlled rides of bare-
back riders. 

Dan Erickson shows the form and technique that have made him a Wranger NFR qualifying saddle 
bronc rider. One of the similarities shared by saddle bronc and bareback riding is the rule that riders 
in both events must mark out their horses on the first jump from the chute. To properly mark out his 
horse, the saddle bronc rider must have both heels touching the animal above the point of its shoul-
ders when it makes its first jump from the chute. If the rider misses his mark, he receives no score. 

While a bareback rider has a rigging to hold onto, the saddle bronc rider has only a thick rein at-
tached to his horse's halter. Using one hand, the cowboy tries to stay securely seated in his saddle. 
If he touches any part of the horse or his own body with his free hand, he is disqualified. 

Judges score the horse's bucking action, the cowboy's control of the horse and the cowboy's spur-

ring action. While striving to keep his toes turned outward, the rider spurs from the points of the 

horse's shoulders to the back of the saddle. To score well, the rider must maintain that action 

throughout the eight-second ride. While the bucking ability of the horse is quite naturally built into 

the scoring system, a smooth, rhythmic ride is sure to score better than a wild, uncontrolled effort 

 

Steer Wrestling 

Speed and strength are the name of the game in steer wrestling. In fact, with a world record sitting 
at 2.4 seconds, steer wrestling is the quickest event in rodeo. 

The objective of the steer wrestler, who is also known as a "bulldogger," is to use strength and tech-
nique to wrestle a steer to the ground as quickly as possible. 

That sounds simple enough. 



Here's the catch: the steer generally weighs more than twice as much as the cowboy and, at the time 
the two come together, they're both often traveling at 30 miles per hour. Speed and precision, the 
two most important ingredients in steer wrestling, make bulldogging one of rodeo's most challenging 
events. 

As with tie-down and team ropers, the bulldogger starts on horseback in a box. A breakaway rope 
barrier is attached to the steer and stretched across the open end of the box. The steer gets a head 
start that is determined by the size of the arena. When the steer reaches the advantage point, the 
barrier is released and the bulldogger takes off in pursuit. If the bulldogger breaks the barrier before 
the steer reaches his head start, a 10-second penalty is assessed. 

A perfect combination of strength, timing and technique are necessary for success in the lightning-
quick event of steer wrestling. In addition to strength, two other skills critical to success in steer wres-
tling are timing and balance. 

When the cowboy reaches the steer, he slides down and off the right side of his galloping horse, 
hooks his right arm around the steer's right horn, grasps the left horn with his left hand and, using 
strength and leverage, slows the animal and wrestles it to the ground. His work isn't complete until 
the steer is on its side with all four feet pointing the same direction. That's still not all there is to it. 

To catch the sprinting steer, the cowboy uses a "hazer," who is another mounted cowboy who gal-
lops his horse along the right side of the steer and keeps it from veering away from the bulldogger. 

The efforts of the hazer can be nearly as important as those of the steer wrestler. For that reason, 

and the fact that he sometimes supplies the bulldogger with a horse, the hazer often receives a 

fourth of the payoff. 

 

Bareback Riding 

Bareback riders endure more abuse, suffer more injuries and carry away more long-term damage 
than all other rodeo cowboys. 

To stay aboard the horse, a bareback rider uses a rigging made of leather and constructed to meet 
PRCA safety specifications. The rigging, which resembles a suitcase handle on a strap, is placed 
atop the horse's withers and secured with a cinch. 

Bareback riding has been compared to riding a jackhammer with one hand. Jason Jeter can proba-

bly attest to that definition. As the bronc and rider burst from the chute, the rider must have both 

spurs touching the horse's shoulders until the horse's feet hit the ground after the initial move from 

the chute.  This is called "marking out."  If the cowboy fails to do this, he is disqualifiedΦ 

As the bronc bucks, the rider pulls his knees up, rolling his spurs up the horse's shoulders. As the 

horse descends, the cowboy straightens his legs, returning his spurs over the point of the horse's 

shoulders in anticipation of the next jumpΦ  



Making a qualified ride and earning a money-winning score requires more than just strength. A bare-
back rider is judged on his spurring technique, the degree to which his toes remain turned out while 
he is spurring and his willingness to take whatever might come during his ride. 

It's a tough way to make a living, all right. But, according to bareback riders, it's the cowboy way 

 

All Around 

The PRCA world all-around champion is considered by many the most talented and versatile cow-

boy in the sport. The PRCA Cowboy who wins the most prize money in a year while competing in at 

least two events, earning a minimum of $3,000 in each event, wins the world all-around champion-

ship.  

 

Planning your PRCA Future 

As a lot of young people across the country celebrate spring break at school and start mapping out their sum-

mer plans, I thought it might be a good time to offer answers to some of the questions weôre asked most here 

at PRCA headquarters.  

 

Once you turn 18 you can get your PRCA permit, so we hear from a lot of high school seniors and college 

cowboys wanting to know more about the permit process. You can renew your permit each year as long as 

youôve won less than $1,000 on it. Once youôve won the $1,000 and ñfilledò your permit, you have a few op-

tions. You can get your PRCA contestant card right away, or finish the season on your existing permit and get 

your card the following year. In that following year, you also have the option to purchase a second permit. 

Once youôve filled your second permit, you need to purchase a contestant cardðunless youôre going to col-

lege. We encourage young people to stay in school and get a good education, so full-time college students 

can continue to rodeo on their PRCA permits.  

 

When itôs time to start entering rodeos, youôll find all the entry information you need in the PRCA 

Business Section of the ProRodeo Sports News. Thereôs a lot to process and navigate, especially in 

the early stages of any career when itôs all so new. The PRCA staff is here to help, and itôs also real-

ly helpful to ask advice from veteran contestants in your area  

Youôll probably want to put the number to our central entry office, PROCOMðwhich is 800-234-

PRCAðon speed dial. Thatôs the number to call to enter rodeos, get positions, handle trades and 

notify the PRCA about turnouts or doctor releases. Questions concerning your membership, account 

status information (such as entry fees and fines), doctor release paperwork and earnings should be 

directed to the PRCA member records department at 719-528-4747. Circuit questions should be di-

rected to the PRCA circuit coordinator at 719-528-4705.  

 

The All American ProRodeo Series, presented by Pendleton Whisky, is of particular interest to con-

testants who rodeo part time for any reason, be it a day job or attending high school or college. Eve-

ry PRCA rodeo that adds $30,000 or less is automatically part of the series. The All American Pro-

Rodeo Finals, presented by Pendleton Whisky, in Waco, Texas, offered a purse of $490,000 last 

October, and the top 30 cowboys in each event have a shot at winning that money. All earnings from 



participating All American Series rodeos automatically count toward qualification for the finals. 

 

Those of you competing in the PRCA for the first time will want to familiarize yourselves with the 

PRCA patch program, to be sure your sponsorships are in compliance. You can find the patch pro-

gram rules, answers to frequently asked questions regarding sponsorships and the patch applica-

tion form at http://prorodeo.com/prorodeo/membership/prca-patch-program. You can download 

PRCA permit forms by going to prorodeo.com, selecting the Membership tab, then Member Self-

Service, then Membership again. There, youôll go to New Members, hit ñmoreò and itôll take you right 

to choices that include the PRCA permit and PRCA card application forms. A PRCA permit costs 

$300 (a PRCA card costs $500), and includes insurance and event rep fees. Weôre pretty proud of 

the fact that PRCA dues have not gone up since 1986, and that we continue to return 88 cents out 

of every dollar that comes in the door to services that directly benefit our members.  

 

Itôs helpful to know that the PRCA rodeo season runs October 1 through September 30. Permits 

and cards for the new season may be purchased in September for the next season, though permits 

and cards can be purchased at any time during the season if your plans change. Money won on a 

PRCA permit does count toward the circuit standings, as long as those earnings are from circuit ro-

deos and co-approved rodeos in your circuit. So permit-holders are eligible to qualify for circuit fi-

nals, assuming all other requirements are met, including circuit count. Permit contestants also are 

eligible to compete at the Ram National Circuit Finals Rodeo. Each of the 12 PRCA circuitsô quali-

fied year-end and finals champions advance to the RNCFR, which in 2013 paid out $530,686.  

 

With our circuit system offering benefits to every member of this association, Iôm also happy to re-

port that we will be meeting with the circuit presidents at next monthôs RNCFR for input on how to 

distribute the $1.2 million PRCA Circuit System component of the 2015 Wrangler National Finals 

Rodeo contract. We havenôt yet made a decision on how that $1.2 million will be distributed among 

our 12 circuits, but weôre looking forward to those meetings and discussions during the RNCFR. 

The opportunities in ProRodeo are at an all-time high, and we look forward to seeing you down the 

PRCA road.  

 

PRCA Commitment  

¢ƘŜ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ wƻŘŜƻ /ƻǿōƻȅǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ όtw/!ύ ƛǎ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ǳǎŜŘ 
ƛƴ ǊƻŘŜƻΦ ¢ƘŜ [ƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ²ŜƭŦŀǊŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŎŀǊŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ ǊŜπ
ǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎΦ  

Dƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tw/! [ƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ²ŜƭŦŀǊŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΥ 

¶ 9ƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŀǘ tw/! ǎŀƴŎǝƻƴŜŘ ǊƻŘŜƻǎΦ 

¶ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊƻŘŜƻ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǳǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ 

¶ 9ŘǳŎŀǘŜ tw/! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜκŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ  

¶ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀũŜŎǘ ǊƻŘŜƻΦ 
tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŶŎƛŀƭǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǊƻŘŜƻ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪΦ 



As an association, the PRCA :  

¶ Established rules and regulations governing livestock welfare, 

¶ Created an animal welfare committee to assist in the associationôs efforts to ensure proper care 
of livestock, 

¶ Conducts regular livestock welfare surveys to identify successful practices and areas for im-
provement, 

¶ Educates its membership regarding best practices for livestock handling, 

¶ Monitors compliance with its animal welfare rules and regulations, 

¶ Educates the public and elected officials about the care provided to rodeo livestock, 

¶ Networks with other organizations about best livestock practices and policies, 

¶ Employs a director of livestock welfare to coordinate all efforts relating to care and handling of 
livestock at PRCA-sanctioned events, and 

¶ Employs a livestock welfare superintendent to proactively work with rodeo committees, stock 
contractors, contestants and veterinarians to ensure all livestock at PRCA rodeo are being han-
dled properly.   

Recognizes veterinarianôs contribution to the welfare of rodeo livestock with a new award program 

titled ñPRCA Veterinarian of the Yearò  to be awarded at the National Finals Rodeo each year. 

 

Animal Right Vs Animal Welfare 

 

An important distinction to make when dealing with animal issues is the difference between animal 
welfare and animal rights. After learning the difference between the two philosophies, it is easier to 
distinguish between organizations that directly help animals and those who wish to end the use of 
animals. 

Animal Welfare - based on principles of humane care and use. Organizations who support animal 
welfare principles seek to improve the treatment and well-being of animals. Supporting animal wel-
fare premises means believing humans have the right to use animals, but along with that right 
comes the responsibility to provide proper and humane care and treatment. 

Animal Rights - organizations that support animal rights philosophies seek to end the use and own-

ership of animals. Animal rights organizations seek to abolish by law: the raising of farm animals for 

food and clothing, rodeos, circuses, zoos, hunting, trapping, fishing, the use of animals in lifesaving 

biomedical research, the use of animals in education and the breeding of pets. 

 

Rodeo Equipment 

What is a Flank Strap? 

The flank strap is a fleece-lined strip of leather placed behind the horseôs rib cage in the flank area. 
PRCA rules strictly regulate the use of the strap, which must have a quick-release buckle. Sharp or 
cutting objects are never placed in the strap. Veterinarians have testified that the flank strap causes 
no harm to the animals. 

ñIôve never seen or heard of any damage caused by a flank strap, and as for the argument that it co-



vers the genitals, thatôs impossible,ò said Dr. Susan McCartney, a Reno, Nev., veterinarian who spe-

cializes in large animal care. Also, the horseôs kidneys are protected by its ribs, and the flank strap 

does not injure internal organs.  

 

So, if not for the flank strap, why do horses buck? The answer is simple: instinct. It has to be in a 

horseôs nature to buck, and a horse that is not inclined to buck cannot be forced to do so with the 

use of a flank strap. 

 

ñThese are not animals that are forced to buck and perform out in the arena,ò said Dr. Eddie Taylor, 

the attending veterinarian for La Fiesta de los Vaqueros, a PRCA-sanctioned rodeo in Tucson, Ariz. 

ñThey thoroughly enjoy what they are doing.ò  

5ƻ ǊƻŘŜƻ Ŏƻǿōƻȅǎ ǳǎŜ ǎǇǳǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀǊŜƴŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴΚ 

Dull spurs are used in professional rodeoôs three riding events (bareback riding, saddle bronc riding 
and bull riding). Spurs that meet PRCA guidelines have blunt rowels (the star-shaped wheel on 
spurs) that are about one-eighth of an inch thick, so they canôt cut the animals. 
 
The rowels must be loose so they will roll over the horseôs hide. Bull riding spurs have dull, loosely 
locked rowels to provide more grip on the animalsô thick loose hide. 

Sources, including Sissonôs ñAnatomy of the Domestic Animalò and Maximow and Bloomôs 

ñTextbook of Histology,ò indicate that the hides of horses and bulls are much thicker than human 

skin. A personôs skin is one to two millimeters thick, while a horseôs hide is about five millimeters 

thick and bull hide is about seven millimeters thick. The animalsô thick hides resist cutting or bruising, 

and the spurs used at PRCA rodeos usually only ruffle the animalsô hair. 

What is a cattle prod? 

The cattle prod is a device developed by the cattle industry to move livestock. Use of the prod has 
become one of the most universally accepted and humane methods of herding animals on ranches, 
in veterinary clinics, and, on occasion, at professional rodeos. The PRCA also regulates the use of 
prods. PRCA rules require that the prod be used as little as possible and that the animal be touched 
only on the hip or shoulder area. 

Powered solely by flashlight batteries, the prod produces 5,000 to 6,000 volts of electricity, but virtu-
ally no amperage. And because amperage ð not voltage ð causes burns, the prod causes a mild 
shock, but no injury. 

ñThere are two distint types of cattle prods," said Dr. Jeffrey O. Hall, DVM, Logan, Utah. "The first is 
basically a stick or a pole-type device that is used to prompt movement by nudging animals with this 
device. This type of prod is not harmful to animals, as it is basically to get the animal's attention in 
order to provoke movement.ò 

ñThe second type of prod is electric. An electric prod provides a low current shock to induce the 

movement of the animals. This type of prod does not harm the animals, as it provides a mild electri-

cal shock sensation that leaves no prolonged effects.ò 



PRCA Livestock Rules 

The PRCA has more than 60 rules to ensure the proper care and treatment of rodeo animals includ-
ed in its official rules and regulations. While the rules and regulations are too numerous to list here, 
several of the safeguards for the proper treatment of animals in the rules and regulations are listed 
below. For a complete list of the rules and regulations dealing with the proper care and treatment of 
animals, please send your request to PRCA Animal Welfare Coordinator, PRCA, 101 Pro Rodeo 
Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80919. 

¶ A veterinarian must be on-site at all PRCA-sanctioned rodeos. 

¶ All animals are inspected and evaluated for illness, weight, eyesight and injury prior to the rodeo, 
and no animals that are sore, lame, sick or injured are allowed to participate in the event. 

¶ Acceptable spurs must be dull. 

¶ Standard electric prods may be used only when necessary and may only touch the animal on the 
hip or shoulder area. 

¶ Stimulants and hypnotics may not be given to any animal to improve performance. 

¶ Any PRCA member caught using unnecessary roughness or abusing an animal may be immedi-
ately disqualified from the rodeo and fined. This holds true whether it is in the competitive arena 
or elsewhere on the rodeo grounds. 

¶  Weight limitations are set for both calves (between 220 and 280 pounds) and steers (450-650 
pounds). 

¶ The flank straps for horses are fleece- or neoprene-lined and those for bulls are made of soft cot-
ton rope and may be lined with fleece or neoprene. 

¶ Steers used in team and steer roping have a protective covering placed around their horns. 

¶ The use of prods and similar devices is prohibited in the riding events unless an animal is stalled 
in the chute. 

¶ A no-jerk-down rule provides for fines if a contestant jerks a calf over backwards in tie-down rop-
ing. 

¶ All rodeos must have a conveyance available to humanely transport any injured animal. 
Chutes must be constructed with the safety of the animals in mind. 

 

Professional Judges 

Professional judges officiate every PRCA rodeo. Their responsibilities also include making sure the 
animals receive proper care and treatment. Judges who are aware of animal abuse by any PRCA 
member are required to report the violator to the PRCA infractions department. 

Violators may be disqualified on the spot and fined by the PRCA. 

"We have the backing when we turn someone in," said judge Larry Davis of Adrian, Ore. "That's re-
ally important." 

Not everyone can become a PRCA judge. PRCA members interested in becoming a PRCA judge 

undergo extensive training in the skills needed to evaluate livestock and to judge rodeo, as well as 

several other areas. To become approved, judges undergo testing of their knowledge of animal eval-

uations and the rodeo. 



In addition, PRCA rodeo judges undergo continued training and evaluation to ensure their skills are 
sharp and that they are enforcing PRCA rules, especially those regarding the care and handling of 
rodeo livestock. 

PRCA judge George Gibbs of Maxwell, Iowa, emphasizes that most rodeo livestock are treated well. 
If he thinks an animal is being mistreated, he and his colleagues won't hesitate to report the viola-
tion. 

"I know I can speak for all the judges," Gibbs said. "We take it seriously. One of our most important 
responsibilities is to make sure that rodeo is done humanely." 

Mistreatment of animals at PRCA rodeos is virtually non-existent, according to the judges. Everyone 

involved in professional rodeo makes an effort to ensure that the animals are treated well. 

 

 



Miss Rodeo America 

Jordan Tierney 

 

Jordan Tierney was crowned Miss Rodeo America 2020 on Sunday December 8, 2019 

at the Tropicana Hotel in Las Vegas. The 25 year-old from Oral, SD is the daughter of 

PRCA World Champion and Hall of Famer Paul and Robin Tierney. 

 

Jordan graduated from Chadron State College with a Bachelors of Arts in Business 

Administration with a Minor in Marketing. Prior to being selected Miss Rodeo America, 

she represented the Coyote State as Miss Rodeo South Dakota 2019. 

 

During her reign as the official representative of the Professional Rodeo Cowboys As-

sociation, Tierney will travel around 100,000 miles and appear at nearly 100 rodeo 

performances, as well as making appearances at schools, civic groups and other spe-

cial events in order to educate the public and create awareness about the sport of ro-

deo, its sponsors and the western way of life.  

 

 



 

Miss Rodeo California 

Morgan Laughlin 

Morgan Laughlin is the 20-year-old daughter of Steve and Denise Laughlin. Her roots 

run deep in the Northern California town of Livermore, home of the Worldôs Fastest 

Rodeo. Coming from a six-generation rodeo family, the sport of rodeo has been a part 

of her life from a very young age. Morgan enjoys riding Reining Cow Horses, running 

barrels, and working cows with her family. She loves God, her country, and the sport of 

rodeo. She recently completed her certification as a Phlebotomy Technician. She will 

continue her education to earn her Bachelorôs Degree of Science in Nursing to be-

come a Neonatal Intensive Care Unit nurse. Morgan proudly represents the Livermore 

Rodeo as their 2019 Queen. She feels very blessed to have the opportunity to hold 

the title of Miss Rodeo California 2020.  

 

 

 

 


