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fee and any ravel expenses, SO every entry

ry against e chance for financial windf al

al sport s, e hinddedsdoénbBR@AaygitngnfeidelIrdsl @ C
l'y. The si z

t

t

e shape, perimeter of an arena,
ors or outdo

t

e

a

ors, all significantly affect ti
hstock events. The differenegegnareoswboysgpoiwh
es for differ
ompetition o
$48,d116, 166

oyme. 2017, t PRCAGs membership included 4,7

comprise the majority of the associationdés r

formers and workers). The | argest member ship
cowboys who compete in professional rodeo f
horses or equi pment, as wel | as those who wo
by rodeos on the weekendnsl| | Tlhe RROAEInNohodas
more thamolllD®r mead mems, yet most of its comp
30 rodeos each year.

ent types of arenas. For that r
ross the varied settings is by

=y
(¢}



Pe
ca
mi
or

Wo
ch
| a
mo
bu
i n

St
t h
me

PRCA

me
t h

Co
ne
S C
vV a
br

Ch
ch

ag

Fa
s h
s cC
we

rmi t sCyoswtbeory.s who want to apply for membership
rd and then earn atsancetaisaned, 0dde ad; PtRICAr e i s
t . Money won under a permit card counts toward
rookie standings. (A rookie is-hal dowhbogonhebht

rid chamWwoohd. cham ono i t he most <covet
ampions are crowne a conclusion o

ris RANGER, based [
nies earned at th
c kl and a speci a
gs ranging from $

O QT

O7<ES

h
a
I
f

D

S
e
I
e
t
t

oV —~+

n
t
t o

ran
cr
41

= =0
w —

onAAt ac PRC&A. r olve |l ivestock

ck contractors who buy o reed them, rai

care when necessary and ansport them s
t o I

c odeo events
0

I t

tock contractors agree f | ow more than
f

h

ock
e s

V
b
di c r
o}

o n o

nt
eir

ilti hvee sttooucgkh est st antdamdscomstaret liyndusd k yf c
usbandry, knowi ng tpheatf obrersitngp rla cvteiscteosc kpr o

e are at | east t
trained to ensur
ed events, each |
e sides of the <co
ing is synced wit
di fferent on the

t h
ge has a di
oy and ani mal ,
the ani mal 6s bu
O sides.

sommnredont est ant per sonnel w
ders escape from powerful r
e crowds; pickup men, who h
i st bucking stock to | eave
dl e extensive administratiywv
ck event s.

mmi t tLoesa.l rode
nt . Mo s t ar e
enes, procuri
rious functi
oadly involyv

o committeeasnotrigeamead er @a hheo  RICAI d
un by dedicated groups of wvolunt
g local sponsors for events, awa
s and making the contestants and
i n their cormamusniing easr eaans .bot h se
ai e more th
r local s
Medi a De

arities, from college schol ars

h
ai nst breast cancer. Contact t h

ariPR@sanctioned rodeos annually
i p
e

rai
s f
PRC
nZohltee ProRodeo FanZone is theAmdrig ctilmd rmamy crme
i p benefiam:exaxcilcesisvd owebsite with blogss;t he fo

enes | ook at the world of ProRodeo; exclusive
| come package containing a variety of FanZone

PRCA national sponsor s. Learn more at ProRodeoFa



Spons.orlshe PRCAGO6s | oyal national sponsors support
the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo; the RAM Nati

Justin Finale; to the Montana Silversmiths gol d

Read more in the PRCA National Partners chapter

of producing rodeos and support contestants in t
DemographThe PRCAGs 6.3 million | oyal rodeo atte
mal e and 53 percent femal e; 51 percent have hous
own their own homes. ProRodeo fans come from all
graphically similar to NASCAR fans, and are |ike

ProRodeoThheomPRCA maintains a website with the | at

standings, rodeo results, cowboy and | ivestock b
has a presence on Facebook, Twitter and I nstagra
Tel evi seaoh December sees |ive telecasts of alll
nals Rodeo. In 2017, the Wrangler NFR, the Justi
National Circuit Finals Rodeo, the Wrangler Cham
Rodeo Finals are telecast by CBS Sports Networ k.
webcast | ive on www. wranglernetwor k. com.

Hi story of Rodeo

Some say that rodeo was born in 1869 when two gr
in Deer Trail, Colo., to settle an argument over
tasks, including breaking Wwal dommpeesowboyi dasko
into rodeods saddle bronc riding event.

That informal gathering i s c¢ onistihdee rbeedg ibnyn imagn yo ft oa
can sport, based on the needs and customs of-tho
speaking cowboys, vaqueros, and the more recentl
country contributed different skills and technigq
Breaking horses for their own use was just -one p
grown cattle for branding, medical attention and
the sprawling, often inhospskiable tlkatr awar eft é s D
events that I-cadwn or apidray,0st dam roping and steer 1
Todayodos professional rodeo cowboy is a bit diffe
the traditional ideals of sportsmanshi p, showman
petitors.

A cowboydés standing in the sport of rodeo stildl
bucking ani mal |, his toughness in the face of set
cess he achieves. His standing in the rodeo comm
code, which dictates that a man helps his fellow
same payomhegkcowboys | oan horses and equi pimemd t
teach what they know to younger cowboys



Yet some aspects of rodeo have changed since tho
in comfortabl e-mardec ks ger, oustdomy fly from one ro

l ine or charter plane. Marketing and business ac
or riding skills as contestants c¢ompettei mheo rWamolrde
Champion Trevor Brazile was first to earn $3 mil
million threshol d. Four more cowboys have hit th

Whet her a PRCA member spends more than 200 days

Wr angl er NationiglheFismpalrd ORoodbagver kBowihot her j ob ¢
and competes in regional rodeos on the weekends,
whenever possible, hel ping t-orkeapetheospert <cl o
Hi story Of The PRCA
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girls |l eft a performance at Madi son Square Garde
ton Garden. They forced one of the biggest rodeo
ten to their demands for better prize money and
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Il n 1945 t
Professi
of me mb

: e Turtles became the Rodeo Cowboys As
[
e
boasts abo
r
a

h
onal Rodeo Cowboys Association. The PRCA
hip, nati onal exposur e, media coverage
ut 7,000 members (5,138 of whom re cu
year. The PRCA headquarter in C
ame and Museum of the Amer.i an Co

>
o nw o <

(@)
-
m o -

9.6 million was paid out in priz
d possi bl e. Il n addition, ProRode S
nues to bridge the traditions of the
fans keep up to date with their favorite human a
o] o]
m e

D

mo n

o

rts News magazine and | ogging n to
use the soci al net working sit Face



PRORODEO TIMELINE: 1936-2013

(1936: By joining ranks to boycott
arodeo in Boston, a group of
cowboys and cowgirls forced the
promoter to improve judging

1943 to act, but had finally stuck their

and increase the prize money.
They picked the name Cowboys
Turtle Association in reflection of
the fact that they had been slow

L_necks out for their cause.

1947: Succeeding the CTA, the Rodeo
Cowboys Association begins implementing
rules regarding rodeo livestock welfare.
Today, the PRCA enforces 60 rules that gov-
ern the care and treatment of the livestock
participating in PRCA-sanctioned events.

Before ProRodeo, there was...

1869: The first amateur rodeo is held in
Deer Trail, Colo.

1880s-1890s: A number of Western towns
hold their first professional rodeos with
cash prizes, including Prescott, Ariz; Pecos,

Texas; Payson, Ariz.; Denver, Colo.; North
Platte, Neb.; and Cheyenne, Wyo.

1920s: The Rodeo Association of America,
comprised of rodeo committees and
promoters, banded together to create
contests that would lead to the sport’s
first national champions.

1959: The PRCA develops its first
true national championship event,
the National Finals Rodeo; it’s held
in Dallas the first three years, then in
Los Angeles for three years, then in
Oklahoma City 1965-84.

1975:The RCA changes
its name again, to the
Professional Rodeo
Cowboys Association, with
3,651 members competing
for $6,432,580 in prize

1979: The PRCA opens a new national
headquarters in the foothills near Pikes
Peak, America’s Mountain, in Colorado
\ Springs, Colo. - where it remains today.

money that year. 2 L
2003: The PRCA
S s AT develops the Xtreme
—-—l’-fg,,—- Bulls Tour to pit its
1980 best bull riders against
it PRy e its rankest bulls and
—m‘—,g!, to satisfy the public’s
TH ] TR demand for bill-riding-
SiET O EDEL only events.

———

1985: The National Finals Rodeo moves to
the Thomas & Mack Center on the University

of Nevada (Las Vegas) campus, where the

has been virtually sold out every year.

prize purse has grown from $1.79 million in
1985 to $6.25 million in 2013 and the event

2013: The PRCA sanctions 611 rodeos with a total payout
of $39.59 million, and has 5,071 contestant members,




The PRCA Circuit System

The Circuit System,
contestant belongs t
mul t i ddiolllliacn ar m of
opportunities to
housands of mil es
i me in specific geog
rput make no mistake
y of the PRCAOGs memb

e cornerstone of the PRCA,
a circuit and has an oppor
Professional Rodeo Cowboy
who may not have the ci
The responsibilities
| ocation than they w

t r

t hic

t hese cowboys are as good
t hip

o -
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I n 1975, the PRCA created a system that breaks u
include as few as one state, such as the Califor
stattelse First Frontier Circuit in the northeaste
Finals Rodeo was incorporated, and Dodge became

and the Dodge National Circuit Finals Rodeo. | n

newly formed RAM Truck di VRASM osnt iolfl thhaes Qhirtylsel esrp ¢
Uu. S. PRCA Circuit Finals Rodeos and the National

I n 1975, the PRCA created a system that breaks u
include as few as one state, such as the Califor
stattelse First Frontier Circuit in the northeaste
Finals Rodeo was incorporated, and Dodge became
and the Dodge National Circuit Finals Rodeo. | n
newly formed RAM Truck di vVRASM osnt iolfl thhaes Qhirtylsel esrp «
Uu. S. PRCA Circuit Finals Rodeos and the National
I n 2018, the PRCA expanded the circuit system to
cuit. This was in cooperation with the Canadi an
Circuit will debut at the 2020 NCFR.

As the regular season ends, top competitors from
rodeos Champions from t hose reondde onsi,n naesr sweflrlo na se ¢
are the invited to Kissimmee, Fla., to vie for
Each contestant can compete in and out of his ci
earns within the circuit he designates at the be
the circuit standings. However, everything he wi
his world standings. So, while most <circuit cont
for them to earn enough money to get to the Wran
The toursnaymentNCFR determines the national <circui
tion produces exciting challenges for the athlet
ers from the 13 circuits compete in the two prel
ants overall from each event advance to the semi
thrown out. The top f ouira nmowedddeeanh ht oompetft nah t b
the national circuit champion in each event. Bec

slate in the final round, each one has an equal



=z
n

—H =
®—<®
< -

“~uncH
= o

j_.
O~ 920
Mnmw

3T O

The
a

Nat i

separ a

event
ir of
ths bu
retain

onal Ci
te even

Wi nner
exotic
ckl e,

s brag

rcui t
t, Ste

s receive a $20,000 voucher

boots from Justin Boot s, a
in addition to their winnin
ging rights for the year (a
Finals Steer Roping is a si
er roping.

10

Rodeo

Professi
evenamsd

t r
ua
e

—— @ —
5O S
>0 — o
® O — o

y

wb
t r
I n saddl

chute wi
hit the

During t
points f
then com

1

onal ro
aanr aad  d

h
e

® O

—oQao
o< o c
- TQ
ssSow

=

t
d
h
t

o -

e bronc
th his
ground

he
or
bi

regu
t he
ned t

deo ac

cowboy

| ar
rider
o det e

COLUMBIA RIVER
CALIFORNIA
WILDERNESS
MONTANA
MOUNTAIN STATES
TURQUOISE
BADLANDS
PRAIRIE

9. TEXAS

10. GREAT LAKES

11. SOUTHEASTERN
12. FIRST FRONTIER

NS WA WN

tion conrsawkghstodc kK weov drnytpe sa

crown.

ridi
performance and
one hand, mu st
mal , hi msel f or

saddl e
t he a
stay
any

bareback
i s
onl vy
ani

s ng,
h

e

areback riding, a cowboy mu
set above the horse's shoul
t hleaiilniing at o jdonps @uteod!| tt he

scor e
25 p
scor

ason, two judges =each
s performance and 0 to
rmine the contestant's



I n timed events steer-dwrwes trloipng,g,t doamrred pirmag, ntgi

boys and cowgirls at "the other end of the arena
other. A contestant's goal is to post the fastes
roping events, calves and steers are allowed a h
t hrseieded fenced area called a box. The fourth si
A rope barrier is stretched across that opening
Once the calf or s-$teart-rperoeecdheetse rtrmhien ehde abdy t-hbesi z e
barrier is automatically releassedcohtl penalwbgpyi b
Bul | Ri ding

Rodeo competition, in the beginning, was a natur al e
the r-abpphng calves and breaking broncs into saddle h
on the bacipoaufndab2al 000 emerged from-hedyenatess ahdt
The risks are obvious Serious injury is always a po:
that I|literally weighs a ton and is wusually equipped
l ove it and bull riding ranks as one of rodeo's most
exciting, demanding intense physical prowess, Supremi
saddl e bronc riders, the bull rider may-swkese nanlryi dene
touches the bull or himself with his free hand, he r
ant s, bul | riders are not required to mark out t heir
scor e riders are commonly judged solely on thei® abi
Size, agility and power create a danger that mak
flexibility, coordinati on, qguick reflexes and, p
of which good bull riders are made. To stay aboar
i s wrapped around the bull's chest jJust behind t
rope, called the tail, is threaded through a | oo
rider then wraps the tail around his hand, somet
his grip. Then he nods his head, the chute gate
arena. Every bull i s unique in its bucking habi
rear back Some spin or continuously <circle in o
their spins, while others might jump and kick 1in
Team Roping

Team roping, the only true team event in ProRode
t wo hlghly sak i hl el aedde rr oapredn s thleeeilrerhor ses. The even
when cowboys needed to treat or brand | arge stee
The key to success? Hard work and endl ess practd.i
ing, both as a team and with their respective ho



{imil a”dowem trtiopers and steer wrestlers, team roper
chute from which the steer enters the arena. The
the arena.

Team ropers such as Joe Beaver and Travis Tryan
each other and their horses. One end of a breaka
across the open end of the header's box. When th
released, and the header takes off in pursuit, w
ropers are assescesmskdpeanadloty i f the header breaks t
his head start. Some rodeos use heeler barriers
The header ropes first and must make one of thre
horns, around one horn and the head or around th
ered illegal and the team is disqualified. After
|l eft and exposes the steer's hind | egs to the he
I f he catches only one f osadcond epdarmralnm yi.s Afstsers stel
steer, the clock is stopped when there is no sl a
Anot her i mportant aspect to the event is the typ
ter horse is the mostevpepanpgulcormpaemadrngral,| ptairmdd ul a
horses generally are taller and heavier because
roped. Heeling horses are quick and agil e, enabl
moves.

Ti e Down Roping

As with saddle bronc ridingdawmd rtemmg opdmghe tthre:
working ranches of the Ol d West. When cal ves wer
bilize them quickly for veterinary treatment. Ra
they could rope and tie calves, and they soon tu
As the event matured, being a good horseman and
petit-doewntie@eper as being quick and accurate with
Today, the mounted cowboyidtear tf € nfcream aa elmo xa,d j a cte
ing the calf. The fourth siwde of the box opens i
A cowboy's sdixcwresrsopinng ickepends in | arge part on
and his horse. The calf receives a head start th
of a breakaway rope barrier is |l ooped around the
t he box When the calf reaches its advantage poi
barrier before the calf reaches i-ssechaeddpshaflbty.
The orse is trained to come to a stop as soon a
The owboy then di smounts, sprints to the calf a
t he alf is not standing when the cowboy reaches
fore flanking it. After the calf is flanked,athe
short, | ooped rope he clenmches in his teeth dur.i
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Making a qualified r-wdanandg sesabnengegumoresymor e
back rider is judged on his spurring technique,
he is spurring and his willingness to take whate
lt's a tough way to make a |iving, all right. Bu
All Around

The PRCA wawoobubddaktchampion is considered by many t
boy in the sport. The PRCA Cowboy who wins the m
|l east two events, earning a mini mum-aofousm3d, O0cChla mpn
ship.

Pl anning vour PRCA Future

As a | ot of young people across the country celebrat
mer pl ans, I thought 1t might be a good time to off el
at PRCA headquarters.

Once you turn 18 you can get your PRCA permit, so we
cowboys wanting to know more about the permit proces:
youbve won | ess than $1,000 on it. Once youbve won t|
tions. You can get your PRCA contestant card right a
your card the following year. In that foll owing year
Once youbve filled your second permden|l e9os ypeedr ¢ og @i
|l ege. We encourage young people to statyiinem calhlo®de ant

can continue to rodeo on their PRCA permits.

When itodés time to start entering rodeos, youdol

Business Section of the ProRodeo Sports News. Th
the early stages of any career when itodés all so
l'y hel pful to ask advice from veteran contestant

Youodl I probably want to put the numbharc ht € 3¢Wr0 Oc e
PRCAon speed dial. Thatdés the number to call to
notify the PRCA about turnouts or doctor release
status information (such as entry fees and fines
directed to the PRCA membe52-8&4&Ld.r dGi rdewpiatr tqgneend t ia
rected to the PRCA ci#rR8070B.coordinator at 719

The AlIl American ProRodeo Series, presented by P
testants who rodeo part time for any reason, be
ry PRCA rodeo that adds $30, 000 or |l ess is autom
Rodeo Finals, presented by Pendleton Whisky, in

October, and the top 30 cowboys in each event ha



participating All American Series rodeos aut omat

Those of you competing in the PRCA for the first
PRCA patch program, to be sure your sponsorships
gram rules, answers to frequently asked question
tion form at http:// pror odepoatgeahm/gp raar. o dreoau/ meamb alrc
PRCA permit forms by going to prorodeo.com,- sele
Service, then Membership again. There, youodll g o
to choices that include the PRCA permit and PRCA
$300 (a PRCA card costs $500), and includes insu
the fact that PRCA dues have not gone up since 1
of every doll ar that comes in the door to servic
|l tds hel pful to know that the PRCA rodeo season

and cards for the new season may be purchased in

and cards can be purchased at any time during th
PRCA permit does count toward the circuit standi

deos aamplprcowoved rodeos in -yoludecsramuetel iIS@i Iplee mi o
nals, assuming all other requirements are met,h I
eligible to compete at the Ram National Circuit

fiedeynwedamand finals champions advance to the RNCF

With our circuit system offering benefits to eve

port that we wil/| be meeting with the circuit pr
di stribute the $1.2 million PRCA Circuit System
Rodeo contract. We havenodét yet made a decision o
our 12 <circuits, but wedbre | ooking forward to th

The opportunities i A iPreo Phadgeho arned ame dm okl If or wat
PRCA road.

PRCA Commit ment
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As an association, the PRCA

1T Established rules and regulations governing | i"

T Created an ani mal welfare committee to assist |
of I'ivestock,

1T Conducts regular |ivestock welfare surveys to |
provement,

1 Educates its membership regarding best practi c:

f Monitors compliance with its animal wel fare rul

1T Educates the public and elected officials about

T Networks with other organizations about best ||

T Employs a director of I|ivestock welfare to cool
|l ivestoclkamtctRRPGOAd events, and

T Employs a |livestock welfare superintendent to |
contractors, contestants and veterinarians to
dl ed properly.

Recognizes veterinariands contribution to the we
titled APRCA Veterniondri awaofdetdhatYaedreo Nati onal F

Ani mal Ri ght Vs Ani mal Wel f ar e

An i mportant distinction to make when dealing wi
wel fare and ani mal rights. After | earning the di
di stinguish between organizations that directly
ani mal s.

Ani mal Wed ead eon principles of humane care and u

wel fare principles see
fare premises means be
comes the responsibil:i

k 't eb eiimmpgr oovfe atnhiematlrse.a t Stuepnpt
|l ieving humans have the ri
ty to provide proper and h

Ani mal -Brghnszations that support ani mal rights
ership of animals. Ani mal rights organizations s
food and clothing, rodeos, circuses, zoo0os, hunt:i
bi omedi cal research, the use of animals in educa

Rodeo Equi pment

What is a Flank Strap?
The fl ank st-lriampped sstar ifp eefcel eat her placed behind
PRCA rules strictly regulate the -usleasetheclklea
cutting objects are never placed in the strap. V
no harm to the animal s.

Al 6ve never seen or heard of any damage caused b
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PRCA Livestock Rul es

The PRCA has more than 60 rules to ensure the pr
ed in its official rules and regul ations. Whil e

several of the safeguards for the proper treat me
bel ow. For a complete |list of the rules and regu
ani mals, please send your request to PRCA Ani mal
Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80919

1T A veterinar i-aint enuastt -sdalaelc bohRPGQA d rodeos.

T Al'l animals are inspected and evaluated for il
and no animals that are sor e, | ame, sick or inj

1T Acceptable spurs must be dull

1T Standard electric prods may be used only when
hip or shoul der area.

f Stimulants and hypnotics may not be given to at

T Any PRCA member caught using unnecessary roughr
ately disqualified from the rodeo and fined. TI
or el sewhere on the rodeo grounds.

T Weight | imitations are set for both cal ve>s0 (be
pounds) .

T The flank straps -bor neolpiseeacaardfilkeese for bull
ton rope and may be |ined with fleece or neopr e

1T Steers used in team and steer roping have a pr

T The use of prods and similar devices is prohibi
in the chute

T A gAoeed&wn rule provides for fines i f a -downersadm@m
i ng.

1T Al rodeos must have a conveyance available to

Chutes must be constructed with the safety of th

Professional Judges

Professional judges officiate every PRCA rodeo.
ani mals receive proper care and treatment. Judge
member are required to report the violator to th
Violators may be disqualified on the spot and fi
"We have the backing when we turn someone in," s
ally i mportant. "

Not everyone can become a PRCA judge. PRCA membe

sever al ther areas. To become approved, judges

y
undergo extensive training in the skills needed
0
uations and the rodeo.



I n addition, PRCA rodeo judges undergo continued
sharp and that they are enforcing PRCA rules, es
rodeo | ivestock.

PRCA judge George Gibbs of Maxwel |, | owa, emphas
I f he thinks an ani mal iI's being mistreated, he a
tion.

"1 know | can speak for all the judges," Gibbs s
responsibilities is to make sure that rodeo is d

Mi streatment of animals a&xPRC€CAntodaocsorsdgiwnwgrtoa
involved in professional rodeo makes an effort t



Mi ss Rodeo Ameri ca

Jordan Tierney

Jordan Tierney was crowned Miss Rodeo Ame
at the Tropicana Hotel-old LasmVOgas., TBlbe i

— DLy

PRCA Worl d Champion and Hall of Famer Pau
Jordan graduated from Chadron State Col |l et
Administration with a Minor in Marketing.

she represented the Coyote State as Miss |

During her reign as the official represent
sociation, Tierney will travel around 100,
performances, as well as making appearanc ¢
cial events in order to educate the publ i

|

deo, iIits sponsors and the western way of




Mi ss Rodeo Californi a

Morgan Laughl in
Morgan Laughyearlids dalgh2@r of Steve and D

run deep in the Northern California town
Rodeo. Comi ngeheoamt aosi xodeo family, the s
of her I|ife from a very young age. Mor gan
barrels, and working cows with her family.
rodeo. She recently completed her certifi
continue her education to earn her Bachel
come a Neonat al |l ntensive Care Unit nurse

Rodeo as their 2019 Queen. She feels very
the title of Miss Rodeo California 2020.



