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Join Michigan NORML...
The single most important thing you can do to end marijuana prohibition is to join
MINORML and help us to restore your freedoms. It’s time to put to rest the myth that
marijuana smoking is a fringe or deviant activity. In reality, marijuana use is extremely
common and marijuana is the recreational drug of choice for millions of hard-working
Americans. Join with us to build a mainstream political constituency that our elected officials
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One year membership and Freedom Card ($15.00)
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Executive Directors Report
My Dear Friends & Enemies,

This will be my last time reporting to you as the Executive
Director of Michigan NORML, and I will be retiring from the
Board (but NOT from Cannabis activism) also. Some will be
happy, some will be sad, but for me (and my family) it will be
a relief and a much needed rest. I will continue to be in charge
of our merchandising and mailing of our t-shirts. I humbly
thank each and everyone of you for allowing me to serve in
what I consider the #1 non-profit organization to end Cannabis prohibition in Michigan.
I would remind each and everyone of you to remember that we come from all walks-oflife with two things in common...our love for the Cannabis plant and our desire to end the
prohibition of it. So ALWAYS remember to be ‘excellent’ to each other, to work together in
peace & harmony, and to leave your egos at home. I have said it before and I will say it again,
”Michigan NORML will only be as good as it’s members, so make us all proud!”
Some final suggestions that I want to leave with you:
1. Call it by it’s proper name, ”Cannabis” whenever you can.
2. NEVER call Cannabis a drug and politely correct anyone that does.
3. Always replace the word “manufacture” with “cultivation” or “growing.”
4. Write LTE’s and call/write/visit your state & federal reps as often as possible.
5. Always vote for pro-cannabis candidates and encourage others to do the same.
6. Promote Michigan NORML, get active, and stay active until the job is done.
7. Become the leaders in your own communities.
Finally, I hope to see as many of you as possible at our 4th Quarter Meet at Randy’s East Bay
Lodge in Houghton Lake on November 18, 19, & 20, 2011 where we will be installing Kim
Davis for her first 3-year term, Lou Vierling for his next 3-year term, and new Board member
(and our next Executive Director) Matthew Abel into office on Saturday. There will be an
organic-grown pig roasted for our ‘Member Appreciation Dinner’ and a great time to be had
by all. Just consider this one my retirement party!
Us ole hippies never die...we just fade off into the sunset.
Rev. Steven B. Thompson, Executive Director, Michigan NORML
6215 Smeltzer Rd.
Benzonia, MI 49616
231.882.4496


canna lytics
Michigan’s Premier Medical Cannabis Testing Laboratory

cannalytics@gmail.com | (855) 44-CANNA

www.micannalytics.com
follow us on:

Michigan’s first & only HPLC testing lab!
To be the best, you have to test!

Do you support patient access to safe medicine? Support CMMR!

Citizens for Medical Marijuana Reform

Share your thoughts & track legislation at www.CMMRmichigan.com



Treasurer Report

Due to life...I will be giving up producing the Brochure, Leaflet,
and sending out Membership cards. It is time for our younger
generation(s) to start taking on the many responsibilities of Michigan
NORML. I plan on serving out the remaining two years of my term on
the Board (as Treasurer if the Board so desires), at which time, I will
retire from Michigan NORML’s Board.
I must say this has been one great experience that I would not trade
for the world. I have met many great people along the way and hope to meet many more as
we continue down the path towards legalization. I have been in this fight since 1974 when
the first attempt at getting legalization on the ballot was done by the Michigan Marijuana
Initiative of which I was member #00179. It is a good thing that we have the Michigan
Medical Marihuana Act here in Michigan and working together we can reach further and
extend that to anyone who wants to use marijuana, whether recreational or medical.
Personally, I never thought that we would get this far in my life time and there really seems
to be a light way down at the end of the tunnel. Only time will tell if we see it “sooner”
rather than “later”.
Hope to see many of you at the last quarterly meeting of 2011. Information below:

Michigan NORML 4th Quarter Meeting
WHO:

MINORML members & general public (all our meetings are open to the public)

WHEN:

Saturday, November 19, 2011 at 1:30 pm. You can come on Friday and stay the
weekend or Saturday night or both nights. Nov. 18-20 is reserved for MINORML.

WHERE:

East Bay Lodge
125 Twelfth Street
Prudenville, MI 48651
989.366.5910 or 888.265.0660 toll free

No alcohol or smoking allowed during Meeting!
CONTACT: Randy or Lorrie at 989.366.5910 or 888.265.0660
NOTE:

Due to only three positions open on Board and only three people that notified
the Board at board@minorml.org that they had intentions of running, the
elections are sort of a moot point. Intents were to be sent by 9/6/2011, which
was extended by one week and no one else responded to volunteer for Board.
Thank you Matt Abel, Kim Koper Davis and Lou Vierling for your time and efforts.


The UN and the MMMA
Judy Shimoda, Wayne County Chapter
In 1971 President Nixon started the Global War on Drugs. He coordinated
with the United Nations and initiated a global treaty titled “Convention
on Psychotropic Substances” which was signed by nations on Feb.21,
1971. This global treaty is a supplement to the 1961 treaty titled “Single
Convention on Narcotic Drugs”. The 1988
Treaty titled “Convention against the Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances” is a supplement to the 1961 and 1971 treaties. The Watch Dog
over the treaties is the INCB –International Narcotics Control Board. All drug scheduling is
controlled by the INCB. The INCB works directly with the World Health Org. and the UN on
all issues regarding licit and illicit drugs.
In reading the 1971 treaty, page 5 brings Article 7- “Special Provisions Regarding Substances
in Schedule I”. Article 7 lists conditions the Governments needs to follow when people
legally use substances in Schedule I.
Article 7- Special Provisions Regarding Substances in Schedule I
In respect of substances in Schedule I, the parties shall:
a) Prohibit all use except for scientific and very limited medical purposes by duly authorized
persons, in medical or scientific establishments which are directly under the control of
their Governments or scientifically approved by them.
b) Require that manufacture, trade, distribution and possession be under a special license
or prior authorization:
c) Provide for close supervision of the activities and acts mentioned in a and b:
d) Restrict the amount supplied to a duly authorized person to the quantity required for his
authorized purpose:
e) Require that the persons performing medical or scientific functions keep records
concerning the acquisition of the substances and the details of their use, such records to
be preserved for at least 2 years after the last use recorded therein; and
f) Prohibit export and import except when both the exporter and importer are the
competent authorities or agencies of the exporting or importing country or region,
respectively, or other persons or enterprises which are specifically authorized by the
competent authorities of their country or region for the purpose. The requirements of
paragraph 1 of Article 12 for export and import authorizations for substances in Schedule
II shall also apply to substances in Schedule I.


The UN and the MMMA (continued)

The Michigan Medical Marijuana Act was written to comply with Article 7 of the 1971
treaty, probably deliberately. Patients are the “duly authorized persons” mentioned in
section a). The caregiver and/or patient’s home is the “medical or scientific establishment”
under control of their government as mentioned in section a). The manufacture, trade and
distribution are under a special license, it being the patient/ caregiver identity cards issued
by the state therefore Section b) is complied with. Section c) is complied with due to the
card expiring and needing renewal each year and by the state informing persons where or
where not to use marijuana. Section d) is covered by the plant counts and usable marijuana
weight limits. Section e) is covered in our law. Section e) is elaborated in Article 11 – Records
on page 7 of the treaty, having to do with plant counts and weight measures.
Section f) could work to our benefit somehow. I would think a person could order medicine
from another state with similar laws, legally, as we are all in the same country.
I see many similarities between Article 7 of the treaty and the MMMA. The MMMA was
smartly written but yet, our state government wants to refine or tweak our law. Tweaking
seems unnecessary, considering our law’s conformity with internationally recognized special
provisions regarding Schedule I “narcotics”. The special provisions satisfy the UN and the
INCB. The provisions satisfy the USA (we signed that treaty). The provisions should satisfy
our state Government.



Prohibition = Racism & Xenophobia
Lou Vierling, MINORML member and Board Member
The first US drug legislation to criminalize the consumer was in the late 1800s against
Chinese immigrants smoking opium. It was still OK to eat opium, which is what most
Americans preferred, only smoking was made illegal. At this same time, laws were passed
which prohibited carrying two pails of water using a pole. Other laws were passed that
prohibited the way Chinese did laundry.
Alcohol prohibition began in 1920 with the 18th amendment and ended in 1933 with
the 21st amendment, which repealed the 18th amendment. This was primarily aimed at
large, newly-arrived, Irish and Germans populations, both of whom liked to drink alcoholic
beverages.
Cannabis was introduced to the southern border states and the Southwest by Mexican
immigrants, and to ports such as New Orleans along the Gulf of Mexico by Caribbean sailors
and West Indian immigrants. Cannabis use began growing in popularity around the country
at the turn of the century, and quickly became classified as dope, by people who wanted to
eliminate or marginalize these immigrants.
Now it’s time to introduce three arch-villains: William Randolph Hearst, Harry Anslinger and
the Dupont Corporation. Each had something to fear from cannabis, and the Hearsts and
Duponts were friends. Hearst was a wealthy newspaper publisher who owned many square
miles of virgin forest that he wanted to clear-cut and grind up to make paper. The Dupont
Corporation had just invented Nylon. They were also major suppliers of sulfuric acid to the
paper mills. This acid would not be needed if the paper mills were using hemp instead of
trees. Cannabis is superior to trees for paper-making and, because it is a natural fiber, much
better for many fabric applications than Nylon.
Harry Anslinger was head of the Federal Bureau of Narcotics from 1930 to 1962. He was
also the Son-in-law of Andrew Carnegie, who was Hearst’s banker.
Using Hearst’s position as a wealthy newspaper publisher, Hearst and Anslinger composed
fictional accounts of people doing horrible things under the influence of the “devil’s weed”
– then published these stories in his newspapers as if they were real news. These were
lurid tales of brutal murders or stories about how Mexicans and/or Negroes were using
cannabis to lure white women into romantic relationships. These stories gave support and
encouragement to the xenophobia and racism that were already present in society.
After many such fictional stories were published and accepted as true, Hearst and Dupont,
with help from legislators who owed them favors, got the Marijuana tax act of 1937 passed
by the congress and signed into law.


Prohibition = Racism & Xenophobia (continued)

Not only was there much fraud and duplicity used to get the act passed, but the act itself
was a fraud. It was called the Marijuana Tax Act – but it was not designed to collect any
tax. Here is how it worked: it was illegal to posses cannabis without a stamp, but you had
to sign a statement that you possessed the cannabis in order to apply for the stamps – and
no stamps were ever made available. This clearly unconstitutional law stood from 1937 to
1969.
Then Timothy Leary took a car trip to Mexico with his two teenaged children. On the way
back, he was stopped at the border, cannabis was found in the car, and he was charged
with possession. Dr. Leary had the financial resources to appeal his case all the way up to
the Supreme Court. They ruled what many had known for decades; the Marijuana Tax Act
of 1937 is clearly unconstitutional because it violates 5th amendment prohibitions against
self-incrimination. This made cannabis, briefly, legal in the US until Congress passed the
Controlled Substances Act of 1970 the very next year.
The term marijuana, to refer to cannabis (AKA hemp) was also Hearst’s invention. He knew
that if he tried to convince people that hemp was a danger people would laugh at him,
because hemp was very familiar to nearly everyone. So he had to come up with a new word
for cannabis. He wanted something that would sound foreign and scary – so he adopted
the Spanish word marijuana – which, at that time, was a term in Spanish, equivalent to the
English word intoxicant. Please remember this the next time you are about to say the word
Marijuana. The correct name for this most wonderful of plants is cannabis.
September 7, 2011 Rally for Patient’s Rights at Lansing Capitol Building



Will the Real Bill Schuette Please
Stand Up
David Light, MINORML member
It seems that hardly a week goes by that we aren’t treated to one of the numerous
rants from our current Attorney General, Bill Schuette, carried by one corporate
media outlet after another across the state. One thing that has been consistent
is his overt hostility toward the Michigan Medical Marijuana Act; a citizen-led
initiative passed by the voters back in 2008, and by no slim margin. It’s no secret
that Schuette went “all-in” with his anti-Proposal 1 campaign - an effort in which
he failed miserably.
Some political insiders suggest that Schuette aspires toward a future run for the US presidency, further
continuing his lengthy reign as the proverbial “career politician” we’ve so often heard decried by
Republicans, and his passion for media face-time very well could be a carefully crafted step in laying the
groundwork toward that objective. On the contrary, many others feel that it was this earlier failure that
now drives his obsession to have the law repealed or at the very least, gutted beyond recognition and
usefulness.
I have no problem with Schuette’s prior marijuana use, but his pothead-turned-puritan image is a bit
disgusting. He repeatedly complains that people bringing up his prior “indiscretions” is unfair. While he
reluctantly admits to being a former recreational pot smoker, the “okay for me, but not for you” adage has
never been acceptable to me, on any issue. Having Libertarian leanings, I subscribe to the view that one
is free to choose how they conduct their own life and to believe in whatever ideals they see fit. Just don’t
try to tell me how to live or what to believe in. Show me the same respect that you would wish from me,
and respect my right to choose by refraining from forcing your views on others
Obviously accustomed to having his way, it’s apparent that Schuette is determined to defy the will of the
electorate as a means to satisfy his own personal needs, and he will stop at nothing in the process.
Everyone feels the effects of state and local budgets that are being strained beyond their breaking point
and revenue sharing has been drastically reduced, or in some cases, eliminated. Education funding has
been slashed to levels unprecedented in recent history. Both public and private sector jobs and employee
benefits are being lost on a daily basis. Record numbers of homes have been foreclosed on, and most
people have been forced to cope with the realities necessitated by our current economic situation.
In spite of the woes we face, both as a state and as a people, personal fortunes aside, it seems that all
is well in “Schuette’s world” of state government. As several cases related to the MMMA have begun
working their way through the court system, Schuette has seized on those opportunities to intervene in
nearly every one of them, supposedly on behalf of “the people,” and again using scant public resources to
further his own personal agenda
In his latest move, Schuette has again teamed up with his like-minded comrades to achieve what he had
earlier failed at. Like before, it’s no surprise as to what this group is again comprised of: current and
former law enforcement leaders, prosecutors, Prosecutors Association, DEA, assorted socially-conservative
groups, and lo and behold, with the grand master, Bill Schuette himself at the helm; everyone but those
most vulnerable to the effects of his sinister plan, yet including everyone realizing the financial benefits of
prohibition.
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Will the Real Bill Schuette Please Stand Up (continued)
Although they claim neutrality and deny any negative involvement, it is suspected that the Michigan
Municipal League may indeed play a role in these shenanigans, based on their previous involvement
with the issue, statements and recommendations made during debate among municipalities, and on
statements that they’ve had posted on their website. Also, our own local Representative, Kenneth Horn
(R-Frankenmuth), has chosen to be party to these actions by sponsoring at least one of the 8 bills being
proposed.
Attempting to frame these bills as “bi-partisan” in nature by having a couple Democrats signed-on, in
truth, it is largely a Republican effort (you know, those same ones who say that they loathe “big gumn’t”
– (Make note of that, as you’ll see it again later in this article).
While these operatives also attempt to portray this as the public’s will, it most certainly is not. This fact is
supported by a recent poll conducted by Marketing Resource Group of Lansing, which determined - a full
two years after the law’s enactment - that 61% of the citizens still support this law.
When announcing the introduction of these bills in the media, Schuette made the statement, “As I travel
across the state, people come up to me and say…” (http://www.mirsnews.podbean.com) That statement
is a fallacy, and is dishonest to the core. Schuette doesn’t travel the state and converse with the masses;
the “little people.” The only people talking to him, or that he’s even remotely interested in talking to, are
his close associates and those that he can use to further his personal ambitions.
Something else notable is the sheer absence of patients and patient advocacy groups in this medium of
debate. To date, the input of these individuals and of organized advocacy groups has never been sought
out. Further, when these groups have persisted in their attempts to have their message included and
their concerns addressed, that input was flatly rejected, leaving no doubt as to what’s really at play: an
organized, state-sanctioned coup d’état, designed to defy the voters’ wishes, and in the process, the needs
of patients.
I earlier spoke of consistency. However, in Schuette’s case, consistency has proven to be the exception
rather than the rule. With regard to the MMMA (and Proposal 1), note the following quotes; his own
words, to be taken on face value.
In an October 7, 2008 article published in the Michigan Daily, Schuette stated:
• Another prior quote, from an October 29, 2008 press release on behalf of his group, Citizens Protecting
Michigan’s Kids, and echoed by media outlets statewide:
• California Experience + Proposal 1 = Michigan Pot Shops”
• …Despite the California lesson, nowhere in the text of Proposal 1 have advocates prohibited the
creation of pot shops in Michigan. ‘There is not a single paragraph, sentence or word within Proposal
1 that prohibits pot shops from opening in Michigan, just like they did in California,’ “ said Judge Bill
Schuette, co-chair of Citizens Protecting Michigan’s Kids and a member of Michigan’s Court of Appeals.”
Just prior to that, Citizens Protecting Michigan’s Kids issued the following statements, in relevant part, in
an October 2, 2008 press release:

• …Among many of the potential consequences that could result from passage of this flawed proposal,
Citizens Protecting Michigan’s Kids point to loopholes that would:
– Allow use of marijuana without a doctor’s prescription;
– Allow a person arrested on any offense to use marijuana use as a “medical” defense in court;
– Allow the opening of pot shops and smoking clubs in neighborhood strip malls, like has happened in
California under a similar proposal… “
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Will the Real Bill Schuette Please Stand Up (continued)
So, what is he saying now that the law has passed?
In a 4/10/2010 Petoskey News-Register story, Bill Schuette was quoted as saying:
• “…We cannot have dispensaries in a commercial setting. The law does not allow for commercial
dispensaries.”
Published in the June 29, 2011 edition of the Ann Arbor News:
• “Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette issued a formal opinion today, declaring there are only two
legal ways patients can get access to medical marijuana in the state. They can either grow it for
themselves — 12 plants at a time — or they can get it from a registered caregiver who can grow 12
plants for each of as many as five patients. ‘But not allowed under the state’s medical marijuana law,’
Schuette said, ‘are cooperatives where patients and caregivers jointly cultivate, store and share medical
marijuana.’ Schuette’s opinion also noticeably leaves out patient-to-patient transfers of marijuana,
which is the business model many dispensaries follow, as an acceptable practice. Schuette has said
publicly he believes the law approved by voters in 2008 did not authorize dispensaries.”
Intervening in the case, People v. Koon, Schuette submitted an amicus curiae brief on behalf of the
prosecution, in which he opined:
• “The MMMA is unambiguous, and Michigan law consistently holds that, when reading such a statute,
‘no further judicial construction is required or permitted, and the statute must be enforced as written.’”
He went on to further state, “The MMMA lays out in clear terms what it permits and what it prohibits.
In an amicus curiae brief on March 20, 2011, submitted in the case People v. Compassionate Apothecary,
Schuette asserted:
• “The Attorney General strongly agrees with plaintiff that defendants’ operation of the business at issue
is illegal because: 1) the transfer of marihuana from a primary caregiver to another caregiver or to a
qualifying patient with whom the caregiver does not have a registered connection is not protected by
the MMMA; 2) any transfer of marihuana from one qualifying patient to another is not protected by
the MMMA; and 3) in any event, the transfers here are sales that are not protected by the MMMA. Not
protected by the MMMA, all of these activities remain illegal under Michigan law.”
On June 28, 2011, in his official capacity as AG, Schuette issued the following opinion with regard to the
“collective growing or sharing of marijuana plants”:
• “The Act does not provide for the operation of cooperatives… Nothing in the language of the MMMA
suggests that the majority of voters, in adopting the Act, intended that patients, primary caregivers, or
any other individuals could form and operate cooperatives to jointly cultivate, store and share medical
marihuana.”
This is a mere sampling of a much longer list portraying the two faces of Bill Schuette, but to the learned
observer, the list of these inconsistent opinions seems endless. Although the MMMA has been his primary
focus of late, it doesn’t stop there. Rather, it transcends into political ideology as well. For example, take
these two very differing points of view concerning states’ rights versus federal supremacy:
At an October 10, 2010, “10th Amendment Rally” in Lansing, Schuette said, in relevant part:
• “While our state and so many others stood firm with the State of Arizona to fight the federal
government, and as your next attorney general, I will fight to be on the side of citizens and the people
trying to protect the borders. My opponent sides with the Federal government, and I think that’s
wrong.”
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Will the Real Bill Schuette Please Stand Up (continued)
Is everyone clear on that point? Schuette declares that siding with the federal government is “wrong.”
He continued:
• “Let’s look at health care and the 10th Amendment:
– You know I’m opposed to that big government, big spending, boondoggle that wants to separate
you, us, from the doctors. That big spending, big government boondoggle wants to have the
government choose your physician instead of you, and I think that is wrong. Now my opponent
wants to stop the lawsuit. Our current attorney general filed a lawsuit to stop that federal
government, big spending, big taxpayer, boondoggle. Now my opponent wants to dismiss that
lawsuit. Ladies and gentleman, as your next attorney general, I will fight that healthcare, big
government, big spending, every day as your next attorney general. That’s where I stand on the
10th Amendment!”
*Note the comment on the government choosing your physician. It will re-emerge later in a future article.
• “So I understand the 10th Amendment. And I know the responsibilities that I, as your next attorney
general, will have. So I will stand up for the Constitution, I will stand up for freedom, and I’ll stand up
for sovereignty...”
To reiterate: “I’ll stand up for sovereignty.” Would that be as in “states’ rights”? Does he feel that
the states have the power to pass laws that don’t coincide with federal law, and is he expressing a
commitment to defend the state in those cases?
Posted on the State of Michigan website, January 5, 2011, (http://www.michigan.gov/ag/0,1607,7-16434739_34811-248945--,00.html) the following comments appeared, in relevant part:
• “Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette today announced the renewal of Michigan’s constitutional
challenge to the federal healthcare law commonly known as “Obamacare.” Schuette will file
paperwork in the U.S. District Court in Florida adding his name as a representative of the People of
Michigan in the case. Schuette’s lawsuit questions the authority of the federal government under the
Commerce Clause to force citizens to purchase health insurance and challenges the vast expansion of
the Medicaid program in violation of state sovereignty under the 10th Amendment.
‘For the first time in history the federal government is forcing us to buy a product under the threat of
a penalty, in violation of the U.S. Constitution,’ said Schuette. ‘I will fight Obamacare tooth-and-nail to
protect our citizens from this constitutional overreach.’”
To further add to this point, posted on the Attorney General’s website in February, 2011, were the
following comments:
• “…As you may recall, when I ran for Attorney General, I pledged to continue the lawsuit against
Obamacare and I’m thrilled with this ruling. It vindicates everything we’ve long argued, that there are
real limits to the power of the federal government.”
On August 2, 2011, AG Schuette appeared on the WSGW (www.wsgw.com) Art Lewis’ morning show. The
topic of discussion was the Michigan Civil Rights Initiative, and his efforts to overturn the Court’s ruling
against that initiative. Quoting Mr. Schuette:
• “…my job is to defend our Constitution and defend our laws.”
Contrast those previous statements with this one, whereby federal law happens to coincide with his views
and/or agenda:
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Will the Real Bill Schuette Please Stand Up (continued)
On January 5, 2011, in his official reply to the Court in the case, U.S. v. Michigan Department of
Community Health, in which the federal government sought confidential patient records from the
Department, rather than fight to protect our state law and our citizens, not surprisingly, Schuette willfully
relented, stating:
“Pursuant to the Supremacy Clause of the U.S. Constitution, DCH understands it must comply with a
valid court order to provide the requested information and that DCH, its employees and agents will
be immunized from liability for providing information that is confidential under MCL 333.26426(h).
Accordingly, DCH will comply with a valid order from this Court requiring DCH to comply with the
DEA subpoena. The order should also make clear that, pursuant to the Supremacy Clause of the U.S.
Constitution, DCH, its employees and agents will be immunized from liability for providing information
that is confidential under MCL 333.26426(h).”
So, where does this all lead? “Our laws,” as Schuette earlier made reference to, include the MMMA. Yet,
rather than “defend” this law – the people’s law – Schuette has worked through the courts and alongside
a small group of openly hostile legislators to instead subvert the will of the people, beginning with a series
of eight controversial legislative bills. This combination House/Senate, 8-bill package is clearly designed to
undermine both the provisions and the intent of the MMMA, and panders to those same individuals and
groups that opposed the MMMA from the onset.

Bob Wood, Tuscola County Chapter Director
Hello my Friends;
If we wait for our legislators to reform our marijuana laws, we will all be dead before that
happens. I’m not willing to wait that long.
We can decriminalize or legalize marijuana with a voter initiative.
It is time to step up folks. No more bitching about MINORML not doing anything. The
MINORML board of directors can’t do this by themselves. It will take an army to pull off an all volunteer
voter initiative. I believe that we can raise the army needed to win this fight.
Proposal 1 cost a couple million dollars. It will be hard raising that much money with out outside help. We
won’t know how much money we can raise until we try. If we did an all volunteer drive we could do it a lot
cheaper than 2 million dollars, but it will still take money, so we will have to raise money.
The first step is to form a committee. This committee will be responsible for researching, organizing and
carrying out this enormous challenge. I hope that those of you that have experience at these drives join
this committee and lead us in the right direction. We need a chairperson with experience to head this
committee. Please step forward and volunteer again. Please let us put our past grievances to rest and
make history. For those of you without experience, you’ll need to step up and join this committee also.
I will be looking to form this committee at our next quarterly meeting.
Are we going to continue getting our asses kicked with prohibition, or are we going to challenge these
bastards and change the law?
Bob
14

15

16

Lackbash!
Mish Parikh, MINORM Member
As we all have read the Art of War...swift action is not always good since no one seems to know what swift
action to take. There are so many varied opinions on what areas to take swift action in that it requires everyone
to take a step back and narrow their scope on what areas to target. As per the Art of War - “Speed is the
essence of war.” “Take advantage of the enemy’s unpreparedness; travel by unexpected routes and strike him
where he has taken no precaution.” If we are to strike, are we sure they are unprepared? I think they are very
well prepared which is not when we want to strike. We need to pick the right battle. Flailing out at anything will
do us more harm than good. Sometimes picking the right battle will win the war. Lets pick the right one before
we shove our way in and lose everything.
I don’t think everyone is understanding what marijuana sympathizers are actually thinking. I hope everyone
understands that it is the sympathizers that are making decisions about what to do with any law that we
pose. I go through a variety of individuals on any given day due to my profession as well as being a generally
social individual. Through the varieties of individuals I can easily say only 3-4% of those sympathizers even
want legalization which means you have to convince 96% to say its really a good thing. Understand we have
a general stigma that comes from 70 years of reefer madness marketing campaign that has been successfully
implemented. With basic marketing understanding if you have bad press out there on top of bad press from as
long as this has been an issue whether it was a failure or not...it’s still BAD PRESS! Every time there is bad press
it takes 100 times more good press to show that maybe the bad press was BS.
If you really want to take effect; if you really want to educate and show that what they are saying is not true, it
requires thinking outside the box. Severely thinking outside the box! To be a true grass roots organization, be
involved with the citizens of this great state. Where do you see large amounts of people outside of the cannabis
cavalry or outside of the 100,000 CGs and patients? Those are the places we need to be infiltrating. Do you
want this to affect people that don’t understand? Is legalization going after the regular citizens or the small
percentage that have commonly used marijuana? I understand that we have to be talking to politicians. We are
required now more than ever to be a very well oiled, planned, precise, tactical action grass roots hit squad that
targets specific areas of policy, community relations, media, public relations, marketing and membership drives.
I also think with all the different Marijuana alphabet soup of organizations that are out there each organization
should pick their target areas. That is what that organization focuses upon completely. At the end of each
quarter the heads of those organizations come together to understand where they are at and what each of
our groups have accomplished for the Movement and the Industry. No infighting, just precise coordination. If
MACC is there to fight for dispensaries than that is their directive; if ASA is there to fight for safe access thru
dispensaries and others than let them formulate a directive specific to their areas of expertise; if NORML is here
for legalization then we specifically formulate a directive for that with each NORML chapter aligning to those
directives in relation to their areas. MIHEMP is here for hemp industrialization and as we all have seen the
acceptance of that specifically is beginning to occur, and many others. I would suggest a single Media company
to handle all the media. That way it is unified and each organization’s individual directives are pushed out with
the unity of groups that make up this movement. Those that are Republicans show us how to approach that
group without being divisive; Democrats same thing; Tea Partiers same thing; Libertarians same thing; No Party
same thing. They need to see us as organized, vast, unified, smart, and tactical.
NORML is the group that stands for normalcy, regular individuals, citizens, no matter what class, race, creed,
style, level, or political leanings. It was one of the many reasons why I enjoy the cannabis community, everyone
was a regular normal individual. I related and I was accepted! Don’t you think the regular normal citizens of this
state should get the same benefit without it being shoved down their throats. Lets take it a step at a time and
take the skills of everyone in this group to take us to success.
It might take us a year to find the right battle, it might take us two months. We will only know once we have
studied our obstacle on how to overcome them. To know their weakness is to know our strength.
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Michigan NORML chapters

Benzie County, Rev. Steven B. Thompson, 231.882.4496, benziecountynorml@yahoo.com
Branch County, Robert Coleman, 260.437.6872, rcoleman731@hotmail.com
Calhoun County, George Streeter, 269.209.1682, minormlcalhoun@gmail.com
Clare County, Darrel Runyon, Jr., 989.429.8543, dazedandhazed1@yahoo.com

Don’t see your
area listed?
Genesee County, Cary Justice, 810.241.7040, 420positive@gmail.com
Perhaps YOU
Ingham County, Richard Clement, 517.908.2454, rclement@voyager.net
can start a new
Isabella County, Stacie Travis, 989.621.3864, stac.travis@yahoo.com
chapter in your
area!
Jackson County, Sean Murphy, 517.917.0606, jaxnorml@yahoo.com
Contact us at:
Kalamazoo County, Daniel J. Corse, 269.375.4399, dcrazyhorse@sbcglobal.net
info@minorml.
Kalkaska County, Archie Kiel, 231.676.0123, archiebehappy@gmail.com
org
Kent County, Apryl Coleman, 231.580.4210, aprylcoleman55@yahoo.com
Emmet County, Gene Foley, 231-420-3737, bluemooncaregiving@gmail.com

Lake County, Apryl Coleman, 231.580.4210, aprylcoleman55@yahoo.com
Lapeer County, Olen Rush, 810.338.6756, perarduaaddeus@gmail.com
Leelanau County, Griffin Cypher, 231.256.1495, griffincypher@gmail.com
Livingston County, Dr. Kareem Hares, MD, 248.228.0069,
kareemhares.md.minorml@gmail.com
Macomb County, Annette “Nay Nay” Carter, 586.354.8207, amcarter72@yahoo.com
Manistee County, Martin Gregorski, 231.510.0568, pitnazi@yahoo.com
Monroe County, Vickie D. Gandara-Zeiger, 734.755.5088, vdgz01@yahoo.com
Newago County, Apryl Coleman, 231.580.4210, aprylcoleman55@yahoo.com
Oakland County, Neil Yashinski, oaklandcountynorml@yahoo.com
OAR (Ogemaw, Arenac, Roscommon County), Terry Marentette, 989.345.3509
Ontonagon County, Denny Charney, 906.553.6238,
ontonagoncountynorml@yahoo.com
Osceola County, Diane Luckey, 231.743.2849, charm1964@yahoo.com
Shiawassee County, Steve Rosencrans, 989-472.3458, shiawasseenorml@live.com
Tuscola County, Bob Wood, 989.325.0674 Bob, woodb55@yahoo.com
Washtenaw County, Chuck Ream, 734.395.0811, moksha@umich.edu
Wayne County, Judy Shimoda, 734.284.9385, judyandbone@hotmail.com
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Michigan NORML Contacts
Executive Director.....................................Rev. Steven B. Thompson – director@minorml.org
Assistant Executive Director..................................... Dan Solano – detroitartster@yahoo.com
Treasurer.............................................................Christeen Landino –treasurer@minorml.org
Secretary................................................................. Kim Koper Davis – rottsnrio@yahoo.com
Director of IT & Minority Outreach........................ Richard Clement – rclement@voyager.net
Membership Director................................................... Lou Vierling – lou.vierling@gmail.com
Assistant Membership Director.....................................John Davis – pfcmichigan@gmail.com
Legal Counsel........................................Matt Abel – attorneyabel@riseup.net (313.446.ABEL)
Michigan NORML on Face Book—Administrator................................................... ZigZag Man
MINORML address & phone.....................P.O. Box 640, Eastpointe, MI 48021 (586.873.5084)

Michigan NORML Board of Directors
Rev. Steven B. Thompson
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MINORML’s mission is to move public opinion sufficiently
to achieve the repeal of marijuana prohibition so that the
responsible use of cannabis by adults is no longer subject to
penalty, including asset forfeiture, and to allow industrial
hemp to be produced and marketed by Michigan farmers.

