LEGAL NOTICE

UNOFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF UPTON, WESTON COUNTY, WYOMING
November 12, 2024

THE REGULAR MEETING of the Town Council of Upton, Wyoming, was
called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Nmember 12, 2024 at the Upfon City Hall
located at 725 2nd Street in Upton, Wyomin,

Present: Mayor Nicholas Trandahl, Councl.l Members Rick Rothleutner, Justin
Norman. and Joe Watt. Council Member Tiffany McMillan via Zoom. Staff present
included Clerk/Treasurer Kelley Millar, Superintendent Mark Lindstrom. Chief Les
Richemann and Attorney Mark Hughes. Public attendance included Brittany Trandahl
with the Wesfon County Gazette, Weston County Undersheriff Dan Fields, Justin Mc-
Millan, Mike Pogany, Meirose, Wes Ashton with Black Hills Energy, Mike Mores
with Charter Communications, Debbie and Paul Douy,

COUNCIL MEMBER ROTHLEUTNER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER NOR-
MAN SECONDED a motion to approve the consent agenda which included the min-
utes from the October 8, 2024 re; meeting as with the correction from “Monday™
to “Tuesday”, the minutes from the October 11, 2024 special meeting as published,

claims a1d for November to date, and claims pald m October (utilif yments. pay-
roll. DVEﬂ ant/loan EX-EEESES} All aves. M CARR]%.I&m

CO ER RO FUTNER MOVED CCIUNCIL MEMBER NOR-
MAN SECONDED a motion to aj djﬁme the claim for the Weston County Gazetfe and
Upton Co-op with Mayor Trang and Council Member Joe Watt recused due to a
conflict of interest. All‘ayes, MOTION CARRIED.

CLAIMS PAID:
sit/Overpayment %eﬂmds) $125.00. $125.00; Reimbursements: $2.446.84;
rvice (FI:] s) $88.08; Axon %s;en'ice $4 200 40: Bailey Crackel (service)
. Black Hills Energy (uﬁhtv 21000, $5.742 41- Blue Cross Blue Shield
eﬁt 38 052.89; Border Slates ectric (pa.rts) $1.615.63; Boundiree (supplies
1.459.99: Chase Cardsmmes ?OP gDOfuel poslage equipment
$8.504 80: Cliny an (au it) 351j 0.00, $6.000 Communications,
Tnc. (service) § % ed Commmumnications JPB (dispatch) $8.915 83: Contrac-
tor's Supply (pans} §173. 19 CW Waste (contract) $12.696.00; Dana Kepner (parts
$1.450. i ofTreasu.rv ()axes) $8.052.80. $1.380.59; Ennl% Cork sennce
$300 00; E.uel Labs (testy Gina Ravine (EMS C]ass 360.42; Gros-

mﬁ{ $74.39; Hughes Lzrw Ofﬁ e (retamer) $1.600.00; (sugphes) ilJ 19,
58 58: Kyle Sturhe 6smrlce $550.00; LinkTech (serulce  §202.50; Matheson Trigas
Inc (supphes) $223.07; Notco (parts) $288.50; Normont Equipment (parts) $2.496 38;
‘»Iorrh\\.tst P1peﬁlt1.ug (parts) $4.363.85; One Call (locates&gfllm Parts One HD )

016.44; Postmaster (postaﬁ;.) $287. "8 PRECorp (uti nes) $570.03; Ran e 11(111—
ues) $631 06 S&S Parts c? Servall (service) $1 "
(supphel} $805. )() TopO ce upglv(sm'lce)ﬁlsg 88: Turgersou 5

$28s

%p SSOO ()0 own of pton (utilities) $348 32: Upton Co- arts, suj oplies)
1,302.20. $156.65; (\1 ursement) $75.00; fenzon(p S‘iSPTS 18; Weston
Couaty Clerk (fee) $12.00; Weston County E.azeﬁe ].lshmg) $634.15; Wyoming

APQZI fus LILC (service) $1.226.00; W Earthmoving Company (service)

500 00; WY eumem[bm t)$) 19 63, % 8750
The fol]ow].ng invoices will gald from grant and/or loan funds when received:
ering Associates (sen'me $34.492.78 and $10 238.01 for the Phase I, II & IIT

ash’uctum and North Pine Transmission Line projects; and Falcon Construction
gserulce $169.250.00 for the Transfer Station project.
ALARIES: $20,82330

CLATIMS DENIED: NONE

Abbey Hagerman of ClingerHagerman, LLC. delivered a report on the Town’s
FYE 2024 audit and shared the unmodified opinion.

Debbie Douglas was present to deliver signatures asking for the council to wait
until a report from Powder River Energy Corporahon 15 received before proceeding
with the renewal of the Black Hills Energy franchise agreement. She presented sig-
nature sheets with the Upton Chamber of Commerce logo that had been at several
local businesses since October 17, 2024, information regarding an anticipated 6.5%
rate increase from PRECorp effective January 1. 2025, and a rate increase proposal
from Black Hills Energy for the state of Colorado. She reiterated from her previous tes-
timony that PRECm]Ercmlld not legally attend a meeh.%g or delwel a stud} without the
formal action of the Town of Upton council. Mayor had spoken with Brian
Mills, CEO for PRECorp earlier as well and confirmed that any study to be undertaken
by PRECorp for taking over the Upron system would need to be officially initiated by

formal action f:‘mm th]a% lg R/I

COUNCIL ER WATT MOVED. COUNCIL MEMBER ROTHLEUT-
NER SECONDED a motion to approve l.he third and final reading of Ordinance
No. 2. Series 2024 entitled-AN INANCE GRANTING A NO. CLUSIVE
FRANCHISE FROM THE TOWN OF UPTON. WESTON COUNTY, WYOMING
TO BLACK HILLS POWER. INC.. A SOUTH DAKOTA CORPORATION DOING
BUSINESS IN THE STATE OF WYOMI\IG AS BLACK HILLS ENERGY. ITS
SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS. TO OPERATE AN ELECTRIC UTILITY SYSTEM
WITHIN THE TOWN OF UPTON. WYOMING FOR PROVIDING ELECTRIC
SERVICE TO THE TOWN OF UPTON AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF
AND ESTABLISHING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SAID FRANCHISE,
]NCLU'EL]I\[IGngE EFFECTIVE DATE el;l-gi]g.EOl; A]I‘li %mcmndme]r)lr to Section 6,

agraph 1 of the agreement was present: explained by Mike Pogany.
ﬁxanagﬁ of BHE. The amendment ge splits the franchise fee 1% passedcm to the
customers and 1% born entirely from thﬂdgmss revenues, as defined in the agreement,
by Black Hills Energy. The Town would still be paid 2% of the gross revenues, as
defined mn the agreement. Council Members Watt and Rothleutner were friendly to the
amendment of their motion. Wes Ashton. Operations Manager for Wyoming and South

Dakota for BHE. clarified some rate information within the different locations of BHE
and shared that the amendment ]znﬁ g[_[\vas similar to that of the franchise agreement
in Neweastle with BHE. All ayes, MO

Weston County Uﬂdershenﬂ‘ Dan Fields, presented a police report and shared
formation regarding calls in Upton. He stressed again that the council should be pancut
and to be sure that the right person or pm&)]e ‘were hired for Upton.

At 7:59 p.m. Mayor Trandahl opened a budget amendmem hearing. There was no
public comment. and the hearing was closed at 8:01

COUNCIL MEMBER WATT MOVED, CO C]L MEMBER ROTHLEUT-
NER SECONDED a motion to approve amend.mg ‘the Town of Upten FYE 2025

budget in the fo]]o\tm%};l;cm
Increase the al Fund Budéei bg $38.977.00 bvbudgetmg General Fund
Reserves in the amount of $3! 0. The monies will be used for compen-
sation for Deputy Shell after earning a Certified Municipal Clerk designation
1.1} 33? ammm‘ljo $077.00 and for repairs to the roof at Clry Hall in the amount
ol

b.  Increase the Water Fund Budget by $414.00 by budgeting Water Fund Re-
serves in the amount of $414.00. The monies will be used for compensation
for Deputy Shell after earming a Cerh.ﬁed Municipal Clerk designation.

c. Increase the Sewer Fund B _E,hg414 .00 by budgeting Sewer Fund Re-
serves in the amount of $414.00. ‘monies Will be used for compensauon
for Deputy Shell after earning a Certified Municipal Clerk designation.

d  Increase the Landfill/Sanitation Fund Bu elog &4 00 by budgeting Land-
fill/Sanitation Reserves in the amount of $ The monies will be used for
compensation for Deputy Shell after earning a Certified Municipal Clerk
designation

All ayes, MOTION CARRIED.
ustin McMillan delivered the fla rear-end report for the Cedar Pines Golf Course.

Council Member McMillan shared that the course had done very well this season and
would be in a good starting position for the 2025 season. She and Clerk/Treasurer
Millar will begin working through the awarded Land and Water Conservation Fund.

]gn the request of Clerk/Treasurer Millar, COUNCIL MEMBER WATT
MOVED. COUNCIL MEMBER ROTHLEUTNER SECONDED a motion fo table the
Tnvestment Policy update until the December mee All ayes. MOTION CARRIED.

COUNCIL ER WATT MOVED, COUNCIL ER NORMAN SEC-
ONDED a motion to accept the draft andit presm!ed C]mEaHagmmn LLC for the
FYE 2024 financial statements. All ayes. MOTI!

COUNCIL MEMBER. NOI MOVED 'COUNCIL MEMBER ROTH-
LEUTNER ?ECON'DED a motion fo & rove Reso]ulum No. 18, 2024 ennlled 3\.

G THE WY O GION 1 HAZARD MITIGA

P]_AN O‘»I BEH.ALF OF THE GO\'ERN]NG— BODY OF THE TOWN OF UPTO\I
All ayes, MOTION CARRIED.

COUNCIL MEMBER NORMAN MOVED. COUNCIL MEMBER ROTH-

LEUTNER SECONDED a mcmon 1U_Plp8mve Reso]ulum No. 19, 2024 entitled: A
UTION OF THE T RIZING ACCESS TO PO BOX
4+UPTO\I POLICE DEPARTMZENT All ayes, MOTION CARRIED.

COUNCIL ROTHLEUTNER MOVED), COUNCIL MEMBER. NORMAN SEC-
ONDED a motion to approve holding a budget amendment Ig at app(oxm)arely
7:15 pm. during the regular meeting on December 10, 2024 in the followi

a  Increase the General Fu Budgﬂb’v$l? 275001y ﬂ budgeting $17 275 00

from General Fund Cash Reserves. The monies will be used to update secu-
rity and at City Hall and the Upton Community Center.
All ayes, MOTION CARRIED.

Chief Richemann gave his report and let the council know that Weston County
had donated a 2008 Chevrolet Tahoe for the fire department command vehicle replace-
ment. The title just needs to be transferred, and the Towu will incur those costs. Bids
for replacement of SCBA equipment are still being snuglgmd

Superintendent Lindstrom gave lus report and s some law enforcement
vehicle options he’d researched. COUNCIL MEMBER WATT MOVED, COUNCIL
MEMBER ROTHLEUTNER. SECONDED a momm o a%prwe Superinfendent Lind-
strom making the expenditure of not more than $4 0 on a used vehicle for the
UﬁonR]F:'EoI].;ce Department. Council MemberNorlmn vole nay, all other aye, MOTION
C. . Superintendent Lindstrom also 2g:ma and upd.ated, but still fentative, clo-
sure date for the Upton Landfill of June 30, 2025_

Clerk/Treasurer Millar gave her r and noted that another bill from Advanced
Communications had been received with a highlighted note indicating that these costs
were the responsibility of the Town of Upton. It was determined that the costs are
dispatch related. regardless of the location of equipment. Clerk/Treasurer Millar was
asked to notify Advanced Commmmications in writing of the denial of the Cgaymmr
for the invoice submitted referencing the Joint Powers Agreement for dispatch signed
on August 4. 2023 cost allocation for each entity belonging to the Newcastle, Upton.
Weston County Joint Powers Board for dispatch services. It was also discussed that the
JPB had rejected former Chief Bridge s designation of Council Member Norman as the
de51 e of the Upton Police Chief. After a brief discussion, COUNCIL MEMBER

EUTNER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER NORMAN SECONDED a motion
to appoint Fire Chief Richemann to the position formerly held by Chief Bridge. All
ayes, MOTION CARRIED. Clerk/Treasurer Millar will draft a letter of communication
to the JPB.

There be%no further business before the Council. COUNCIL MEMBER WATT
MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER NORMAN SECONDED A MOTION to adjourn. All
ayes, MOTION CARRIED. The meeting adjourned at 9:15 g}

icholas Trandahl Mayor

Attest  Kelley Millar, Clerk/Treasurer

Publish: November 21, 2024



