                                  “ Thyatira”  --(4th Church) 
                                      (606 A.D. to present )-
Name means:  “Continual Sacrifice”
This city was previously name “Semiramis” or Semerimus.-(Another name for “Astoreth”-(from Babylon-Mother/Child cult religion).

 The Church letter that corresponds with this church is--Galatians, which speaks against 'another gospel' and the 'mixture of truth and legalism'.
The Parable that corresponds with this church is Mt 13:33.  “The Woman and the Leaven.” -(leaven represents sin.)
This is the Church of the Crusades & The Inquisitions.
It’s called the Pagan Church, also The Church of the Dark Ages.

This Church is known for it’s works toward man rather than it’s belief or Faith.

This church evolved from the church of Pergamum.  The paganism that entered the church of Pergamum was really promoted by this church, some of which are: year 995 A.D.- Canonization of dead saints.-(they get to by pass Purgatory.)
       998         - Fasting on Fridays.-(no meat.)
     1215         - Transubstantiation-(bread and wine actually become the body and                            blood of Jesus Christ upon the pronunciation of the priest.) 
     1229         - Bible forbidden to laymen-(Only the Pastors-or Priest could interpret scripture.)  -( Peter Waldo in the year 1120 said lets read our own Bible, which started a war between the laymen and the Church.  2 ½ million people were killed  because they wanted to read the Bible.)

       Only the priests were to read it. -(in fact the world was kept in the dark, even the Mass was said in Latin and not in the cultural language.) The Inquisition suppressed all literature.  The church maintained strict censorship.
The Decree of Absolute Truth was declared, symbolized by two keys. -( these keys were noted by two men Janus and Cybelus, who were from Babylon. They were the interpreters of the Mystery of the Babylonian Religion and would use these two keys to figure out the interpretation of the religion.  These keys are on the Coat of Arms of the Pontiff.  Pope John Paul II said 'scripture must be expressed through the church.
The statues of the “queen of heaven and Jesus” became icons that took the place of the scriptures.-(against the 2nd  commandment !)

     1414- The communion cup forbidden. ( The host or bread only, wine omitted.) They began using a 'wafer.'
     1439 - Purgatory doctrine established.-(purification after death -Babylonian teaching.  You could purchase candles, blessed by the priest, from the church and light them and say prayers for your friends and family and alleviate their torment in purgatory.
     1545 - Tradition granted equal authority with the Bible. ( The practice of the church from history according to their own interpretation.-also the Pope speaks ex-cathedral-officially without error. )- The Pope is called the 'vicar' of Christ.  Latin word 'vicar' means 'opposed' or 'in place of'.  It's translated in Greek as 'anti'.
    1546 - Apocryphal books put into the Bible. (14 books it the O.T. - not inspired)

     1854 - Immaculate Conception of Mary.  (Born without original sin.) She is                       declared 'without sin'-equal to the Lord Jesus Christ.
     1870 - Infallibility of the Pope declared. (he cannot make a error when                               speaking on church dogma.)
     1950 - Mary proclaimed to be the Mother of God. -(she now has authority.)
     1950 - Assumption of the body of Mary.  ( like the Ascension of the Lord. )

     1965 - Mary proclaimed to be the Mother of the Church. (She is now the one to
                 pray to.  Her titles are: 'queen of heaven', the 'virgin Mary', and the                    'mother of God'.  
                 Jeremiah 7:18 speaks of the 'queen of heaven'- it says "the children 

                 gather wood, the fathers light the fire, and the women knead the dough

                 and make cakes of bread for the 'Queen of Heaven.' They pour out drink
                 offerings to other gods to provoke Me to anger." -(The Queen of 

                 Heaven is noted to be 'Semerimus, or Asteroth, the instigator of the cult

                 religion of Babylon.- This false god was worshiped by the Jews in the

                 O.T. much to the anguish of the Lord.  In Jeremiah 44:19 the women

                 burned incense to the Queen of Heaven and poured out drink offerings                    to her.
The Mass:-- The Mass is said continually around the clock around the world.- It is based on the belief that a continual sacrifice is going on for our sins rather than  One sacrifice, the finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ.

 Remember-Thyatira means - “Continual Sacrifice”--
Hebrews 9:28 says "Christ's sacrifice was once and for all."
-By accepting this belief, this church feels they have to earn their salvation by :

   1.)  Believing; 2.)  By being obedient to the Church Law; 3.) Doing penance for sins that can only be forgiven by a priest.  A person cannot go straight to the Lord and ask for forgiveness. There are many other scary acts to keep the laity in order.

1.)-The church is full of idolatry, (Idols.); 2.)- Chanting (praying repetitiously).-Matt 6:7 forbids this.  3.)- Mary has taken the place of Christ. (She’s now the central figure.) 

Col. 1`:18 says "Christ should be the Pre-eminence in All Things."
This church is the most richest church ever. It has more land holdings ,more gold, more art, and vast amounts of wealth.
Title:
v-18- “These are the Words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet  are like burnished bronze.”
-Jesus identifies Himself as the “Son of God” and He uses that title because this church has substituted “Son of Mary” !  It’s also in contrast to “queen of heaven.” 
-The “eyes of blazing fire & feet like burnished bronze” indicate Christ is going to judge this church because she permitted false teaching to creep into her midst. (God is a jealous God.  He won’t permit anything or anyone to take His place !)

Commendation:
v-19-note-there are six things here that are good--

A.)- Their works(deeds).-Many have faithfully served Christ in spite of the teaching.

B.)- Their Love.-This church has done much in helping others in sanitariums, hospitals, missionary work.--The nuns & priests have devoted their lives to the church.

C.)- Their Faith. This church has a lot of faith, but it’s also mixed with works as well.(meritorious salvation).
D.)- Their Service.- they are always involved in the community, always helping.

E.)- Perseverance.-(Patience)  The period of it’s existence is long and enduring.

F.)- Now doing more good. Their works of helping others are quite commendable!!
Criticism:
v-20  There are a few things to note here.
First--Who was Jezebell?
Jezebell of the O.T. was a floosie, a power hungry woman.  She was the wife of King Ahab, who himself was the wickedest king in the O.T.  Jezebell completely
controlled the king, as he was a weak man.

1 King 16:31,32- says she was the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians and High Priest of Astoreth, the goddess sensuality and fertility.- (Astoreth , remember was another name for Semerimus)- Sacrifices were made to her and immoral activity took place in worship to her.
Astoreth is referred to in Jeremiah 7 & 44 as the “queen of heaven”.

Jezebell worshiped Baal & Astoreth and she got Israel involved in this worship.
-( she is a symbol here for the idolatry that was brought into the church during this period .)
Notice the phrase “the eating of foods sacrificed to idols”- that’s another symbol of the union of the church and the world.

During this period the Pope tried to become the ruler of the entire world by subjecting all the countries to his church power, as did his predecessors, the Caesars.  -( but Jesus said “My kingdom is not of this world”!) -(this period was the Crusades.)   

v-21-says “I have given her time to repent of her immorality but she is unwilling”.
There has already been plenty of time for this church to repent and she hasn’t done it yet but there is still time left.)

v-22- the consequences of not repenting is this church will go into the tribulation period and those of the ecumenical movement who are involved with her if there is no repentance. 
v-23- “ I will strike her children dead” -( those churches who have broken off of this Church,  Lutheran, Episcopalian, Russian Orthodox, Greek Orthodox.            
Notice, then all the churches will know who the Lord is.  (These churches will be in the tribulation period, unless they repent and get back to the gospel of Jesus Christ as taught in the scriptures, without any additions.)
Exhortation:                      
v-24-

Many within this church are truly saved and refuse to go along with their false teaching.  They are mostly the Charismatics who do not adhere to the teaching of this church. -Some break away churches have repented and gone back to the gospel, such as some of the Lutheran churches.
In 1963 the Charismatic Movement was founded at Notre Dame University right after the Church Counsel brought on by Pope John 23rd called Vatican II, which established the ecumenical movement that desires all churches to affiliate with the Roman Catholic Church, under its leadership.  This again reminds us of the first false religion established by Nimrod in Babylon, to bring everyone together under his leadership.  However, the Lord stepped in and made them disburse by confusing their languages.
V-25 “hold onto what you have until I come.”
         -( the people who have repented will be taken at His coming for the Church,  
             at the Rapture.)
Exhortation:
v-26,27-are talking about those who overcome the false teaching and believes and trusts in Christ only. -(1 John 5: 1-5)

 “authority over the nations” means a position of leadership during the millennial period.
V-28— “I will give him the Morning Star”-- (Rev 22:16- says Jesus Himself is the Morning Star.)

This is assurance that Christ will come and abide with those that overcome.
Books to read:
Malachi Martin- "Keys of the Blood"
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