
What You 

Need To Know 

About 

Easements and 

Right-of-Ways 

on Canals and 

Ditches 

RELOCATING AND/OR 
PIPING  

CANALS AND LATERALS  
Idaho law requ ires a 
landowner  to obta in  wr i t ten 
permiss ion before re locat ing  
or  p ip ing  one of  Pioneer ’s  
cana ls  or  la tera l  d i t ches.    
 
To obta in permiss ion,  an 
encroachment  app l icat ion 
must  be submit ted that  
meets a l l  cr i ter ia  out l ined in 
the encroachment  
procedures ( form and 
procedures are on our  
websi te) .   W e wi l l  then 
advise you as to whether  or  
not  you can proceed,  and 
how best  to do that .    
 
I f  we approve your  p lans,  
we a lso prov ide you wr i t ten 
permiss ion to proceed in the 
form of  an agreement  or  
other  appropr iate wr i t ten 
author izat ion.  
 
Genera l ly,  cana ls  and 
latera l  d i tches may on ly be 
re located or  p iped dur ing  
the non - i r r igat ion season,  
af ter  water  is  out  of  the 
de l ivery system.  
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de l ivery system.   We can a lso g ive 
you deta i ls  about :  
  The access easement  for  the 

d i tch  
  The th ings we do to  access,  

operate,  mainta in and repa ir  the 
d i tch  

  Our po l ic ies regard ing 
encroachment  and modi f icat ions 
that  might  af fect  the d i t ch.  

 
ENCROACHMENT  

Encroachments are th ings l ike 
bu i ld ings,  park ing areas,  fences,  
landscap ing and other  s t ructures 
or  act iv i t ies in  our  easement  
areas.   Idaho law requires a 
landowner  to obta in  wr i t ten 
permiss ion before encroach ing on 
one of  P ioneer ’s  cana ls  or  la tera l  
d i tches.  
 
We cannot  a l low const ruct ion or  
other  act iv i t ies in  the easement  i f  
they wi l l  in ter fere wi th our  access,  
operat ion,  maintenance and repa ir  
act iv i t ies.   
 
You must  contact  us i f  you p lan 
any act iv i t y wi th in or  af fect ing  any 
of  the cana ls ,  la tera ls  or  
easements pr ior  to s tar t ing .  
 
We wi l l  rev iew your  pro ject  and 
determine i f  what  you want  to do 
wi l l  in ter fere wi th our  access,  
operat ion,  maintenance and repa ir  
act iv i t ies.   I f  i t  does ,  we may be 
ab le to of fer  suggest ions on how 
your  pro ject  can go forward without  
in ter fer ing  wi th our  use of  the 
easement .  

We appreciate your cooperat ion 
in working w ith us to protect  our 

i rr igat ion faci l i t ies!  



Important Information 
About I rr igat ion District 

Rights -Of -Way  
 
 

We are your  local  i r r igat ion 
d is t r ic t .   W e diver t  water  f rom 
reservoirs ,  r ivers and other  
sources and del iver  that  water  
to our  users through a 
d is t r ibut ion system of  canals ,  
la tera ls  and i r r igat ion works.  
 
In  Idaho,  there are thousands 
of  mi les of  canals ,  la tera ls  and 
i r r igat ion works.   Many of  
those cross pr ivate lands or  
are bordered by res ident ia l  
and commerc ia l  developments.   
This  can prove confus ing for  
many landowners who are 
unsure what  r ights  they have 
and what  r ights  we have.   Th is  
brochure is  in tended to he lp 
you understand our  r ights ,  
respons ib i l i t ies and pol ic ies 
regarding our  cana ls  and 
latera l  d i tches.  
 
 

EASEMENTS  
 
We have the responsib i l i t y to 
operate and mainta in water  
f lows,  d i tch banks and 
i r r igat ion st ructures  to 
min imize the r isk  of  d i tch bank 
fa i lure and b lockage,  wh ich 
cou ld resu l t  in  damage to 
adjacent  landowners.  

To do so ef f ic ient ly ,  we need 
access to i r r igat ion fac i l i t ies  
through the use of  easements.   
Idaho law g ives us the legal  r ight  
to use these easements through 
e i ther  fee t i t le  ownership,by 
r ights -of -way or  s ta tutory 
easements.  
 
Easements are s t r ips of  land 
a long the banks of  our  cana ls  
and latera l  d i tches.   They are 
genera l ly located on e i ther  or  
both s ides of  the cana l  or  d i tch.   
 
I t  is  impor tant  to understand that  
easement  areas are  not  publ ic  
proper ty.   They are not  open to 
pub l ic  use.   Under  Idaho law,  
unauthor ized th i rd par ty use of  
these st r ips of  land amounts to 
t respass ing.  
 

Easements g ive us access so 
we can:  
  Monitor /adjust  water  f lows  
  Remove sed iment  and debr is  

f rom the cana ls  and d i tches  
  Contro l  weed growth by 

mowing,  spray ing or  burn ing  
  Pipe,  l ine and refurb ish 

d i tches  
  Perform other  maintenance 

act iv i t ies  
 
Easements a lso g ive us the 
r ight  to depos i t  mater ia l  on the 
d i tch banks that  has been 
removed dur ing  c lean ing and 
maintenance.   As wel l  as the 
r ight  to take out  obst ruct ions to 
the easement  and to proh ib i t  
act iv i t ies which unreasonably 
in ter fere wi th maintenance 
act iv i t ies.  
 
I f  your  land is  crossed by a 
cana l  or  la tera l ,  you may use 
the easement  area so long as i t  
does not  in ter fere wi th our  
access,  operat ion,  maintenance 
and repa ir  act iv i t ies .    
 
 

WORKING WITH YOUR 
IRRIGATION ENTITY  

 
Please contact  us i f  you have 
quest ions about  who owns a 
cana l  or  la tera l  d i tch that  
crosses your  land.   We would 
be happy to te l l  you whether  i t  
is  par t  of  our   

The black line shows the width of a typical canal easement area.  

No building or encroachment is allowed in this area without our 

express permission.  Generally it is 16 ft. from top of bank, but 

may differ depending on facility size & position or relationship to 

adjacent lands. 


