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ROLLING MEADOWS GARDEN CLUB
Our mission is to encourage the knowledge and love of gardening through
educational meetings and field trips, and to contribute to the community through
civic beautification, awards and annual events.
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“TO PLANT A GARDEN IS TO BELIEVE IN TOMORROW” AUDREY HEPBURN

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
FEBRUARY 2021
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dear Garden Club Members & Friends,
I can’t believe January is gone already! Well our first Zoom meeting went quite well. It was
good to see your faces! Hopefully you have read the minutes to see how busy we were getting our
year in order.
We are really working hard to make the Plant Sale a reality this year. Obviously it will be
different, but hopeful we can still pull it off.
I’m working on new job descriptions for our committees, trying to define them better and
detail what is expected from the committee. If you have been or still are a committee chairman,
please send me a list of tasks you perform. This will be helpful going forward.
I wish you all a Happy Valentine’s Day, spent with someone or something you love – spouse,
children, pet, popcorn, or snuggled up under your favorite blanket! Be on the lookout
Valentine!
Carol O

for your

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

COMMITTEES:
COMMUNITY SERVICE –
Includes but not limited to:
Farmers Market, Welcome Planters,
Mary’s Garden, 4th of July Parade
EVENTS –
Outings, dinners & any other social event
other than regular meetings.
GARDEN WALK

COMMITTEES CONT:
HOSPITALITY
Refreshments & greeting cards
MEMBERSHIP
NOMINATING
PLANT & CRAFT SALE
PROGRAMS –
Monthly speakers or activities
PUBLICITY / MARKETING

MEMBERS NEWS
Past member Bev Olander passed away in January at the age of 90. She was an avid gardener, with
over 300 plant species in her yard. Bev always donated plants from her yard to our Plant Sale, even if
we had to go dig them out ourselves! She lived in Rolling Meadows for 56 years.

HONEYBEES
The bees are just hanging out in Florida and enjoying the weather. Once the bees get back
from Florida, I’ll be doing that full time again. Now we are just feeding the bees in Florida
and bulking them up to hopefully be able to split them all before moving them and double
our hive count coming back.
Jackson Banger

ZOOM SPEAKERS

February
"The Tallgrass Prairie: Grocery Store, Apothecary and Love Charm Shop"
Once the prairies covered 61% of land in what is present day Illinois. Between 1820 and 1840 settlers
and pioneers turned the prairie into farmland. Cindy Crosby tells us charming stories about the
tallgrass plants, their use and beauty still valid today.
March
"Best New Plants for 2021"
Kim Hartmann of Countryside Nursery will be our speaker in March. She will introduce the best new
plants for the upcoming gardening season, how to select and care for them and make your containers
and garden beds look spectacular until fall. Join us for a fun and informative program!

Kathy Cullen
*Joined the Garden Club in 2018
*Has lived in Rolling Meadows for 44 years
*Kathy is a Chicago born gal, now living in Rolling Meadows, riding her bike whenever possible. In her
work life, she was a legal assistant at Baxter Healthcare. Kathy has 3 children and 4 grandchildren.
Katie Lockwood
*Joined the Garden Club in 2020
*Has lived in Rolling Meadows for 3 years
*Katie decided to join our club right before shutdown so not only is she new to the club, but we’ve
barely gotten to know her! One of her favorite things to do is watch “The Masters Golf Tournament”
on TV – even though she doesn’t golf!
Debbie Danek
*Joined the Garden Club around 2014
*Has lived in Rolling Meadows for 37 years
*Debbie has been married to Rich for 37 years. They met while roller skating at the roller rink! They
have 2 children, a son married with a daughter, and a single daughter living in Chicago. Debbie’s
adventurous side has let her experience snowmobiling, ATV riding, zip line, white water rafting, hiking,
downhill snow skiing, ice & roller skating and she loves boating!
OK – so now we know why she’s had both knee and hip replacements!

MONARCH BUTTERFLY NEWS
The news about the Western Monarch overwintering area is devastating. Not all
of the West Coast Monarchs migrate to Mexico and instead overwinter in several
areas in the southern part of California. This year the report is that they have
counted only 1980 butterflies. Some of the areas that people visited every year to
see the Monarchs have not had even one butterfly. They always list the same reason for the drop in
numbers as loss of trees in the overwintering areas and pesticides, but there wasn’t any mention of
the fires. I have found that some web sites are not kept completely up to date, but I’m pretty sure the
count is right. The acreage and trees lost to the fires is unbelievable. On top of that the nectar
flowers that fuel the butterflies migrating to the southern part of California are gone. Now the
Monarch seriously needs help and it will be up to the people in that area. Gathering and caring for
the eggs and caterpillars rather than let nature take its course, in my opinion, is necessary. Insects
and animals that could have been saved have gone extinct because some people think we shouldn’t
interfere in nature. In some instances, I think, it is because we interfered that they went extinct so it is
up to us to fix it.
In our area there are still fields or meadows full of milkweed and wildflowers but the large cities
and residential areas break up what is called a corridor where the butterflies make their migration to
and from Mexico. It is like a road that ends and starts again but miles apart. We can provide a
connection by planting what the butterflies need and protecting them against pesticides and
predators. I for one think we have lost too much not to try to save what is left. We don’t have to
gather eggs and caterpillars in order to help. Milkweed and flowers is what they need.

WISCONSIN GARDEN EXPO
SATURDAY, February 20
SUNDAY, February 21

v This is a virtual Expo and is FREE ! Many great seminars are scheduled, such as:
v Quick Fit – Lower & Upper body stretches for gardeners
v Fearless Indoor Plant Propagation
v Sensational Seasonal Plants
v Growing Potatoes
v Old Fashioned Flower Favorites
v Big Gardening in Small Spaces
v Rain Garden
v Also, virtual garden tours
You must register online to sign up for any of these FREE seminars.
Website is: www.wigardenexpo.com
This is typically a very well attended event, lots of fun with craft and food vendors. The vendor’s
wares can be viewed and ordered online also, but you must be registered.

More Plants, Please: Adventures in Propagating.
Jennifer Karls - Jennifer is a member of the Garden Club and also the administrator of the
Rolling Meadows Plant Share page on Facebook.
This is the t-shirt my mother gave me for my birthday this year. It’s funny
because it’s a little bit true. I can often be found stopping into the local big box
stores on the corner “just to see” if they have a new shipment of houseplants, or
if they have any good finds on the clearance rack. I really like being surrounded
by plants both inside and outside my house. However, unlike the plant
influencers on social media, I don’t have unlimited time to shop for plants, and I
certainly don’t have unlimited money to buy them. So between my love of
botany and my need for budgeting, I have become fascinated by (read “a little
obsessed with”) propagating the plants I do have.
I can’t talk about propagating without first talking about vining plants. Tradescantias are great
candidates for propagating. Mine tend to get a little wild and leggy,
especially indoors. A good pruning is actually beneficial for them and will
make the plant look more full and compact. One of my favorite things to do
is to trim up a big tradescantia and then take all the cuttings and put them in
a cute vase. They last as a “bouquet” pretty much forever. Eventually my
established tradescantia start looking a little tired at the base
no matter what I do, so a good refresh helps them out. You
can plant your water-rooted vase cuttings back into the pot
where you pulled out mature stems. Or, even easier, often I
will pull out an old, tired stem, but a good length of the tip is fresh and bright. I have
had lots of success just cutting off 3-4” of the tip and sticking that stem right back into
the same spot it just came from minus the more tattered parts.
English ivy can also be propagated by stem cuttings. I simply cut off the length of stem I want showing
above the pot plus about 2-3 extra leaves. After stripping off those extra
leaves, I bury the bare part of the stem in soil and roots
will form within a few weeks where the leaf nodes are.
The more, the merrier when it comes to vining plants, so I
usually try to plant at least 5 or 6 cuttings in the same pot
for effect, but even one little sprig in a tiny pot can liven
up a space that needs a little green.
A last favorite in the vining category for propagation are the pothos and philodendron
families. These cuttings were given to me through Rolling Meadows Plant Share. They had
been rooted in water, and now I have repotted them in soil and am encouraging them to
climb up this trellis I made for less than $1. (Let me know if a separate article on cheap, easy,
DIY plant accessories would be of interest to anyone!)
When the weather turns cold and our focus turns to the inside of our homes instead of the outsides,
houseplants can be a great outlet for our gardening ambitions. Propagating the plants we already
have can be a great way to satisfy our urge to mess around in the dirt while getting free plants to
beautify our spaces or swap with friends. Happy propagating!

Plant Ideas by Debbie Danek
Black Walnut Woes-Illinois has a large population of Black Walnut juglnas nigra, Butternut trees juglan
cinerea , or Hickory trees Carya in our state, especially right here in our own backyards. Every fall we
deal with picking up those round or oblong nut seeds hopefully before the squirrels get to them and
make a mess of the yard even worse. What some don’t know is what these trees produce in the soil.
Like their Latin name implies, they produce a chemical juglone which is exuded from all parts of the
plant. The production of juglone is a protective response by the plant to assure its survival and
changes of reproduction with competition of trees surrounding it. This chemical leaches into the soil
and creates sensitivity to nearby perennials, shrubs and trees. Yellowing leaves or foliage may occur
along with wilting and lack of response to watering. Juglone toxicity may persist for years after a tree
is removed.
• Here are some things you can do:
• Locate gardens away from these trees.
• Create and plant in a raised garden bed.
• Prevent leaves, hulls and stems from decomposing near these new plants.
• Avoid mulch containing walnut bark.
• Garden with plants that are more tolerant of Juglone. Some of these plants work, some don’t.
It depends on the toxicity of your soil of juglone. (See Attached List). As with all gardening,
sometimes it is trial and error!
• So, if you are wondering why some plants never seem to work in your garden, look up to the
nearby trees to see if you can identify if you have a Black Walnut, Butternut or Hickory tree!

Black Walnut

Butternut – more oblong shaped nuts

Hickory

Trees tolerant to Juglone
Most maples except silver maple, Oaks, Ohio Buckeye, River Birch, Catalpa, Sycamore, Eastern
Reddbud, Eastern Red Cedar, Serviceberry, Yellow Poplar, Black Gum, Virginia Pine, Black Cherry,
Fringetree, Callery Pear, Flowering Dogwood.
Shrubs tolerant to Juglone
Barberry, Hazelnut, Daphne, Forsythia, Witchhazel, Rose of Sharon Hydrangea Arborescens, St.
Johnswort, American Hilly, Juniper, Spicebush, Mockorange, Azalea, Sumac, Alpine Currant, Arborvita,
Blackhaw Viburnum.
Perennials tolerant to Juglone
Iris, Wild Ginger, Shasta Daisy, Aster, Lilyturf, Astilbe, Lobelia, Virginia Bluebell, Bee Balm, Bellflower,
Grape Hyacinth, Daffodil, Chrsyanthemum, Sudrops, Fern, Crocus, Phlox, Bleeding Heart, Purple
Coneflower, Lungwort, Primrose, Sedum, Lambs Ear, Lenten Rose, Tulips, Coralbells.

2021 PHOTO CONTEST
Snap your favorite garden photo! Be it a landscape view or a close-up.
Here are the rules:
Limited to one (1) photo per member per month, couples as individuals.
Must be from current month (to show seasonal change).
Must be emailed to Shirley no later than the 28th of each month.
Each month members can vote for one (1) picture, not your own, by emailing your vote to Shirley or
Carol O. no later than the 28th.
At our Holiday party, the five photos with the most votes will be voted on
again for a first, second & third place cash prize. THERE ARE 10 PHOTOS ENTERED FOR FEBRUARY.
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Don’t forget – if you would like to remain a
Garden Club Member –
you must let Shirley know! Dues or no dues (optional)
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