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r:rom the Dcsk:

President’s

Wc]comc back to each of our onal members. l l’lOPC that
your summer vacations and activities included rest ,
amusements, and a touch of history.

Our last mccting was held at our retreat in Sl‘lavcr, and we
were dclightcd at the turnout to hear [ van Joncs spcak

As we head into the new season, we have a dclightful list of
resentations for our month‘y dinner meetings. Your Board
Eas also cxplorcd ways to make our cxPcricncc at Kcarncy
FPark as interesting as ever; and we hope for good
Participation there . Wc are going to E” our space with
evidence ofourFund~raising efforts.
Wc hopc that everyone is well and we look forward to
sccing you all at the next rcgular mccting.

Brian Claguc,

Frcsidcnt

Sign up for the 22nd Annual West Coast

Conference in Sacramento on Nov 10-12

[t's not too late to sign up for "The War on the Waters® West Coast
Conference hosted by the Sacramento Civil War Round T able.
The order form was included in your last Bugle (Call F choes
newsletter, or pick up another form at our Oeptember meeting.
Costis $160 for all seminars and meals. Also, call the Double
Tree nn directly to book your room.

Featured presenters include: [.d Bearss, Craig Symonds, Jim
Stanbery, Dennis Ringle, and Kevin Foster. Make checks out to
Sacramento C WK T and mail to: George Foxworth, 9463 Salishan
Ct., Sacramento (A 95826-52%3.




For dinner
reservations for
our Thursday,
Sept. 26th

E)iograpl‘ny for our 5cPtcmbcr Spcakcr:

Our Scptcmbcr 5Pca|<cr, via a rccording bg C-SFAN, is
Dr. Elisabeth Sl‘lowa'tcr Muhlenfeld, President of Sweet Briar

Co”cgc since 1996. Dr. Muhlcnfcld rececived her bachelor’s
dcgrcc in Fhi|osoph3 from (Goucher Co”cgc in 1966. After several

meeting at the

Ramada Inn at

the Sl-:aw o”-ramp of I:rccwag

years of tcaching high school and raising a Fami|9 she complctcd a P Sccrctary

master’s in English at the Univcrsity of T exas at Ar|ington in197% F"‘g”is Mann at 229-3778 |
and a Ph.D. in Eng“sh from the Univcrsitg of South Carolina in [afteinotns oF evenings Plcasc] ‘
1978. From 1978 to 1996 Dr. Muhlenfeld was affiliated with the l

or e-mail her at: |
P mOZ@cviP.nct

Florida State (University in T allahassee, first as a Professor of
[ nglish and then in 1984 as founding Dean of (Indergraduate
Studies.

She is the author of four books, including a biography of
Mary Boykin Chesnut, as well as an edition of Chesnut’s original

diaries, coedited with historian (C. Vann Woodward. Marg !203‘<in
Chesnut: A Bioqraplﬁq was a [ulitzer Prize nominee and a ( hoice

magazine “outstanding academic book.” She is also the editor of
Two Novels by Mary Chesnut, recently published by the
University of Virginia Press in the Southern Texts Society series.
Dr. Muhlenfeld appears to us on a video tape of CSPAN’s

“American Writers” series. | his was originally broadcast live from
g Y

Mulbcrry Flantation, the Chcsnut Family home built in 1820. |t is,
todag, a Privatc residence owned bg the Chcsnut descendants.
Other Propcrtics associated with Marﬂ Bogkin Chesnut are also
viewed.

The original 2 and 1/2 hour Prcscntation has been edited bg
Dr. Davcnport to aPProximatcly one hour with non-germaine viewer
qucstions removed. Dr. Davcnport believes this is consistent with

the “fair use for educational Purposcs” Provisions of copgright law.

MINI-CONFERENCE AT HUNTINGTON LIBRARY

Wars within a War: Controversy and Conflict over

the American Civil War Oct. 27-28 (Friday-Saturday)
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

The Civil War saw the creation of two enormous armies that
waged some of the bloodiest battles in American history. Both
the Union and the Confederate armies also dealt with serious
strife within their own ranks. This conference explores the
internal disagreements that posed serious challenges to both
sides’ war efforts and carried over into the postwar years. $25.

Registration: 626-405-3432 or skrasnoo@huntington.org.

SIVCW Round T able

mcmbcr voluntccrs FOF

Civil War Revisited re-

enactment at Kcarncy

Park needed Big Time

Qur Round Tablc/Booth at the
Civil War reenactment on 5at. and
Sun., Oct 2istand 22nd needs
members to sit and chat for two
hour blocks. [t's fun and gives you
the opportunitg to rest for awhile
and talk to the many out-of-towners
who come to the event each year
wanting to express their enthusiasm
and interest in the Civil War. Won't
you consider thPing out?

Contact Pattie SPcnccr at 504~
8170 to sign up for a two-hour spot.
Thcrc will a|wa35 be some 'veteran's'
hanging around to hclp. Times still

open include:

Saturdag, Oct 21: noon - ZFM;
2-4FPM; and 4-6FM

Sundag, Oct 22: IOAM - noon;
noon - ZFM; and 2 -4 FM

|f you do not voluntccr, Fattic
threatens to stick you with the
miclnigl*nt- 8 AM shift.

FSS. Tickets for admission will

be Providcd to volunteers.




MARY CHESNUT Our Scptcmbcr Mccting Topic

Mary boy‘(in Chcsnut (I 82%-1 886) is best known todag for her firsthand account of
the rise and fall of the Confcdcratc Statcs of Amcrica. Shc was a keen observer who ‘(cPt
a diary throughout the War Between the States. A version of her diary were Publishcd in
1905 and againin 1949 under the title Diary from Dixie. T his tome removed much of what

she had written about numerous individuals. |n 1982 an uncxpurgatcd version of hchournals

was rcPublisl'\cd as Mary Chesnut’'s Civil War.

Marg Chcsnut’s record of the warwas farfrom ordinary. Hcr husband was a member of
the Confederate Con ress so the family lived in Richmond. Moreover, she was a close
g Y
Pcrsona| friend of Varina Davis, [Tirst Lady of the Conchcracg. As such she was amember

of the Political and social elite.

Mary was born in 5tatcsburg, South (Carolina,in 182%. Her fatherwas Politica”g
Promincnt having served as a us Scnator and as a Govcrnor of the Falmctto Statc. 5hc
attended Madamc Talvanc]c’s schoolin Char]cston, w|'1crc, at the age of I 4, she met Jamcs
(Chesnut, age 23. Thcg married in 1840 when she was 1 7. (ntil 1848 she and Jamcs lived
with his parents at Mu”acrry Flantation. T his was not a happy time for Mary. Shc was very
much an outsider when it came to running the Plantation and she had little to do other than
read voraciously. Moreover, she and James were childless, a fact of which she was made

Pain{:uny aware by her mother-in-law.

On the other hand, the fact that she was not burdened with the twin rcsPonsibihtics of
running a Plantation and raising a gamily allowed her to accompany her husband where ever he
might go. Thisincluded Columbia when he was a member of the state lcgislaturc, Washington
when he served in the US Congrcss, Montgomcry when he was 50ut|1 Carolina dclcgatc to
the Confederates State’s Constitutional (Convention, and Richmond when he served in the
Confcdcratc Congrcss as a rcPrcscntativc from South Carolina. Moreover, since most
|cgis|ators left their wives and children back home Marg was often called upon serve as
official hostess rcgardlcss of who was Footing the bill for the many dinner parties at which
the men “talked shoP”. As aresult she knew a great number of Promincnt Po|iticians
Pcrsona”y.

When the conflict endedin 1865 Mary and hundreds of thousands of other
Southerners tried to Pic‘( up the Picccs of their shattered lives. [t was cxtrcmcly difficult to
do so. E_vcntua”g she and a freed slave oPcratcd an “egg and butter” business that
Proviclcd them with anincome. She also bcgan to rework her diaries with the intention of
Publishing herfirsthand account of the war but she diedin 1886 at the age of 63 before
doing so. | he diaries where then put away by a Family friend until donated to the South
Carolina Statc Archivcs at the turn of the ccnturg.



2006 MEMBEKSHIF I:OKM ~ Mcmbcrship year is from January to Dcccmbcr

F|casc bcgin/rcncw my mcmbcrship in the San Joaquin Va”cg Civil War Round Tablc
_____INDIVIDUAL/TAMILY membership - $25.00
___STUDENT membershipor NEWSLETTER ONLY-$1250

*$5.0 0 of each mcmbcrship goes toward Civil War Battlefield Preservation

Namc

FPhone [ ~mail

Aclclrcss

Br‘ing this mcmbcrship form and your check to our next montlﬁly meeting, or mail it to our

Post Ogicc Box listed on the return address below:

Did you know?

Q TI’\C Congrcss of the Conchcracy voted to admit Kcntuckg as a state on Dcc. 10, 1861.
Had Kcntucky in fact seceded?

A. No. Thc new Confcdcratc Flag adoptcd after [irst Manassas had 13 stars, inclucling
stars for Kcntuc‘cg and Missouri, but neither state ever ogiciaug seceded from the (nion.

Q [n car]g November, 1861, (Gen. Winfield Scott rclinquishcd command of the (nion army and
Gen. McClellan was chosen to rcplacc him. Mc(Clellan was given a hugc torcHight Paradc in Washington
on Nov. 1 1th. On the night of the 13th, Linco]n Paid a call at Mc(Clellan's Washington home to discuss
stratcgg. Wlwat occurred that gave credence to suggcstions that the young gcncral‘s cxtrcmc|3 raPid rise
to the higl’ucst command had swelled his head?

A. He retired for the night without seeing the President.

San Joaquin Valle
Civi' War Round Taglc
PO Dox5695




