PEUELUTYNN OF TEE KL PAGO TRANS PECOS AUDUBON SOCIETY

TRC5 Bevarly Place Dl Paso, Texas 79207
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COHTIEG BVRLYS

Cvernight f£ield trip to Davis llountains, joining
the iiidland Haturalist Club.  fdieet a 2 p. m. on
Saturday at the Cottonwood grove near the entrance
to JYort Davis llatioral Historic Site. We will
prioceed to iiadera Canyon, birding along the way.
Lring a picnic supper.

Leet bunday at the same grove at 8 a. m.

omodations  Lixcellent campground at Fort Davis
Park. Indian Lodge in the park provides the
wernight accomodations, but reservations are
sary. otels in Fort Davig are not luxuriocus.

“egular meeting. Centennial sluseum, ULLP, 7.30 p. m. .,
ixy. Telix Hernandez, an environmental specialist with.
the liational Fark G@uvice, will speak to us. Hr.
Pernandez. whe has been with the Fark Service for eight, .
yzars. has a mastcrs degree from £ul Ross. His previous
wark service duty has been at Big Bend, Fort Davis,
Damacacori in Arizona, and Volcanoes Lational Park in
Fawaii. 1. Hernandez has also attended the iiational
PAari Service Lnvironmental School at Harmer's Ferry.

[uck and sherebird speci~2l to Horizon Lake! iieet
at the Bordertown Drive  In “heater, 2200 licntana,
at 7 a. m.

© Taniks trip. ilkeet at the Bordertown Theater

Zuxras Oranithological Society Fall ileeting in E1 Paso
with our club as hosts. Leadguarters. Del Camino
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Om September 29 harren, rugged neaks of the Iranklins revealed
their secrete to twenty one of us. <ur party included three children
and a half grown »up accorpanving the adults. ile stepred high over
larce boulders and small making a gradual ascent until the creosotsa
gave way to scrubby evergreen oaks and dense thickets of netleaf hacic-
merries and sumac.

e were kbound for a relict forest of ancient junipgers sat in a
bowl at the torn of the Pranklins. This bowl had bacn discovered by
our gu1fCu three ULLF scicnce graduate students. Dennis Lppelhons,
Rex Crawford and uyron Alexandcr have hewn 3tucying this area for a
yvear . . startled a covey of ﬁcaled cuail and got a 7llm)Sb of a
cactus wren and a four rock wrens as we made our way tiarough the brush
it tooi: us until noon to reach the buab of the red qranite cliff

whicn loormed up 3G i ‘to 100 faet above us Some scaled it with rope,
others took a hiddzn path at one side. ..t the tos a liuge juniper
grected us almogt on the contact between red granite and basal rad
liss sandstone in the bLottom of the watercoursc which drainzd tog
well crassed basin containing ths old juniper forest. Gie cxplored
the neadow and the crest which gave us a wagnificent view cast of tihe
franklinz . to ‘the fuecos. The Port Bliss sewage ponds showed un like
jewals the crhst"r the 1“tance-the mOre jewel-likc they Lacong,
according to id thite. L

T zighted the two qolOPn Lacloo who 1mmcd1atplv soared off accove
the ton of ths mountains and dlﬁnnnaarfd to the other side. We saw
the »ile of sticks nestling in a hole higher in the rock face wiiich
was thelr nest.

There.was nuch nesitatien in beginning the return.trip, mainly
because we had a difficult decision- aither go down: the zlinpery
steep rath on foot! or: use the ropes and take the fast way down the
face of the cliff . inh the pup, whinvered against wy legs,
and I tioought e eypressed Iy sentiments exactly. I ciaose tihc rope,
ané¢ to my surprisc, it was fun. s lorng as you were facing tiie cliff
and looking for a toehcld, yvou weroe not aware of. tiie sheer drop to
the bottom ané first thing you knew you were at the zase of the cliff
a few cactus spinags in your hands and arins wherefthu rope got miXoa
up in some prickly nears. growing out of tihe ruck.

From then on it wazs: down the beulders and a whole new set of
ruscles went inte. play on the downiiill slope. <me of the largest
hlack-tailed rattlers I ve avQer saan uazzﬂd me al foot away from the
trail and most of the party got a qglimpse of him Lefore he went away
from @e in a genthAanly fashion and retired under:ysome brush.

e were grateful for the gencrosgity of the science students wao
shared their experiences with us and their knowledge and for ¢giving
us a day waich will be lon~. rencmered. Jur bird list was better
than it scem~d as we woro:.not aware of sesing so many birds
Coopar £ hawk r@dwtallg hawk. Golden cagle, scaled quail, white-
throatzd swift lHumminchird specics, ladderbacked woodpocker,
blac)k throated sparrow. Wilson's warbler . canyon wren. rock —rren,
cactus wran, curve billed thrasher. Townsends solitaire, pyrrauloxia.
house fincii brown towhee, gray headod junco - and red-braasted nut-
hatch -

Sonc of cur clothing suffered. but the ceat of a pair of jeans
was a small sacrifice to:make for such an exhilarating experience
in such interesting company of members and friends.

th

Geth White




YO QULICY TORLST Tl R TROSPLCT

fince it is a rare treasurc and extremely vulnerable because
¢f the nature of the arid mountains  all of thie conservation groups
in our arez would like to sce the relict juniper forest set aside
25 a scientific prescervation arca with limited access by students
and rasearch people. o-Texas scientific arcas prescrvation law,;
which is an ¢nabkling act could make this possible. The land is
curr=ntly under the'jurisdiction of the City Parks Department
within tho "ilderness Fark of the Franklins. : : :

1If we are to have truly a wilderness park. .we must pay attenticn
to the advice of the-bioclogists who arc studying tiic mouritdins and
reve a hody of research end knowlcdge. “herc is now and hids been
considcrable migraticn of animals and birds from the Franklins to
the Crean ‘ountains. If we develcp the Franklins and put too many
peonic in the mountains what Iittle game is preasent in he arid o
descrt highlands will move on cut to the ¢rgans. e trulv need to T
save the wildest part ¢f the Franklins by careful planning now.

If an casy trail were built to this bowl and visitation made
possible ‘it would not Le long kefors the wilderness character,
the game animals and birds would disappear. iven a rcad around
the wildernoss park should be carefully nlanned in order not to
give casy access to some of the more vulnerable wilderness regicns.
One member of the field trin grous whe is a member of the Zod and
Gun Club told of an acquaintance who bragged about coming to this
arca in hunting seascn several vears ago and shooting threc deer
viztich he left to rot hecause of the difficulty of getting tac dead
animals cut of the arca. Unfortunately, there are toc many 'sports-
men with this phiiloseopay .’ Im b
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ZOOK REVIEW

8¢ Wauer, formerly Fark iiaturalist for tue Big Bend, is the
author of two books on' the Dig Zend o©ne, BIZDS OF LIG BLUD HATIONAL
FARLC D VICIUIYY . and the'latest one! HATURALIST S BI¢ BRUD.

- The first mentioned Lock’ came out last year, and many of us own
it but if vou 4o not. you can pick it up at the Park. It was.
puslished by the University of tcxas Press, sclls for 54 .95, and is
extremzly helnful fcr understanding where to find what snecies in
the park in the various Liomes., '

NATURALIST £ BIC BEI'Y goes inte the total natural history
ricture a bit farther having chanters on trees and shrubs: the cactus,
wildflowersz  kirds, rzotiles - and amphilians. fish, insects and
invartebrates. Some of the key plants ard illustrated with drawings .,
and thers are excellent black and vhite photographs illustrating scme
of the'rarkis most elegant scenery. ' Price is £3.55, and this book
can L ordered from Feregrine Productions Dox 5373, Santa e, Liew
exico 27501 nostpaid.

Geth Vhite




Ly SER GLETTNG

The club got off to a fine start with its ueptvwogr meeting.
One of thie real heartwarning aspects of the zvening was tae largest
attendance ever a crowd of aJOUt fifty peonle.

fr.Tom vestfall ! wember of ‘the ilayor s Il Paso Lizritage Con
mittee appricsed the club of brullmlnary plans for the viilucrness
Park fuseur. Two sites arc unagr consideration’ at this time. one

on the cast side'ln the present Castner Aahq¢, and anotiher in Tom .iays
Fark on the west side. ©$10 )’“ in funds is availableé for the
buildingo of this museum and “lderman L. . Daeza, a local contractor,

nas offer @ to build the muscum at cost. ;

sr. viestfall asked for the', cooperation of the local Auducon
“ociety and other conscrvation jrougo.;n tiie ;lann;ng of this
ruseur. and sugpasted the pO"si%iTity'of a 3¢t up similar to that of
the irizora Soncran Jesert nuscwn in .irizona. In rospouse €0 iir.
Yastfall's rnwuf~+ o rias represen ntative from the clul Charles
Jensen was anpeintzd to work vith the Yilderness lark uscun plan
nina com%1ttﬂo

The eveninga. concludcd with a dellgntful Dlldb »obltab*OA

by Dannis Appelgpg -2nd fwex Crawforg of tic bowl an, relict” forest:
described on previcus pages iaiz arsa of the Franklins was tag wasis
of study for their masters degrec Worlk. '

LCO LOTLe

FOILOL CONTIOL. :ﬁhﬂnrnqlgrovur“ lobby and forces within the fouse”
&gricultur Committee are devoting large scale offorts to wbaLbnlng
¥_R 4579 the pradator centrol reforw Lill. The bill is now' being
marked up by the Subcomzittee on Fisheries aund 7ild 1life Consarvation
and the Anv1rﬁnnent chaired by .ep. Jouan 5. Diungell (L. iidich.). <Yae
voclgrowers lobby is pushiine for amendments tiiat would delate
langWage specifically designatinc state wildlife agencies as responsiile
for wanagement cf oredaters thus allowing a taksover Ly pro polson
agriculture agencies and would rainstat. use of the .i 44 cyanide
cgun n»nresently hanned. thucugh'cvan'dc dces not have secondary
effects cther species resides coyotes con still grigger the mechanisii.
Althougk there hQV“.uD“n individual reports of tremendous losases
since the bar .on usc of pcisons on federal lands went 1nto effect,
official Ptathtlcs have not ﬁac%bu un the claims.

WODRTOISL SHELL £LIZED. Toderal authcrities have confiscated illegal
lawksibill turtls jewelry valued at £25C.000 from some of Liew Yorik's
most fashiconable stores. Uthe jewelry had Leen Openly advertised,
indicating the stores had not realizaed that 1m90rt of the shell of
this endanceroed species is against the lav. assistant Secretary of
the Interior fiathaniel . Rezd strassed that he uaoped the casz would
heln . educate crchants in other citiss to the law, and to the fact'
that the qﬂV&rnnynL feans busincss.

IR YO OIBL CULliRGL hanIfCS,, “he tew York State Department of
invironmental Conservation is holding statewide public hearings on
new noise control regulations as required by .cw York‘'s 1970 invircn
mental Conservaticon Law.




BIRD SIGHTILIGS

deCillivray s w"“w¢br ¥iilscn ‘s warbler (Cbserver Geth uhite
in <oronado and Tranklin Foothills)
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nark sparrows . 50+, vesper sparrows, 25; sparrf;;hawks 4

clay cnlﬂrbd sparrows, 50+ lark buntings 15 DLrever's sparrows .,
160+, nized flock of blackbirds witis Brewer‘s qwmlnaﬁt, redvwinged,
yellcwheaded starlings 1 kingfisher on drainage ditca rToad-
runner Gambel ‘s quail: curve'pilled thrasher, . In %Tom iays

rFark .  black tnroatau Sparrov, rocl, wren, bhrown tcwqcc, canyon
wren (Cosorvers Vhites . Yalpoles, and Hardaways from Xio
isrande bridge west on country rcads in Upper Vallcy and at

Tom liays Park.)
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9/15 Iared grohe Jjéréen heron. rail species heard, blus winged teal,
acrthern shovelzr ruddy duck, Swainson's hawk, rouga legged
hawk marsh hawk. fncrican kestrcl. common gallinule, coot.
killdezr . greater yellowleas, lesscr yellowlegs, pectoral sand-
niper Daird’'s sandpiper 1lcast sandpiper. semi -palmated sand
pirer. westorn sandpiper. ifilson’s phalarope, ring billed gull,
rlack tern mourninc dove,. roadrunner, western kingbird. Say 3
nhnene karn ewallew roucgh winged swallow, cliff swallow,
yollow headed blackbird. cricle soecies,. house finch . Savaanan
SPITrOW VRsper sSparrow. (Obscrvers Lucrctia Caew, bcrt*?w
Barnhart and her mother - 21 and iadeline Cavit, Chariie deasen.
Sack and ;Arcaret l.chaniel. iliaxry ilkccrz, LG and Geth Hhite. at
the Fort Bliss Sowage Ponds. )

9/24 Sanderling with western and least sandpipers. leong billed
mars:;a wren (Cbacrver. Bill funt on ixio Srande levee in the
Lowsy Valloy.)

9/2%2 Yigecn 15, cinnamcn teal, 24 (Observer. BEill Hunt at Lower,
Valley water table lake.)

o/28 Yellowheaded blackbird, 300+ Brower'’s sparrow, clay--colored

sparrow  Cambhal s guail G0+ emplaunaA species; hummingbird
snecies . comnmon gallinule,. coot, (Obsarvers vetis White,

2lcna EBachmen ilarjorie Brown in Upper Valley nsar tha Rio
Grande )

13/1 7TGownsend's warkler (Obhserver r. Luis Santaella in Hountain
Park )

CAC HILILCGLD RATLS . General iotors. Ford, Chrysler, and cight foreign
cempanies have notified the Environmental Protecticn Agency that milceag:
rate stickers based on DP2 test data. will appear on windows of their

1974 cars and lirixt duty trucks.

TLVLSTICUT Il TEE LUVIROUMLIIY can be made through the new Tax Lxempt
Environmental Zond Tund, a portfolic of tex-exempt bonds for financing
nollution abatement and for other environmental purpceses. Dor infor
mation write to The First Boston Corporaticn, 20 Ixchange Flace.

Yiew Yorln i Y. 18005,




FOR THE BIRDS

The new series For the Birds," engineered by Geth White and
Veldon Yerbv for our local Audubon Society made its debut in
Sunday '3 LL PASO TIileS with a fine article by Geth on the black-
chinned hummingkird. i

Twelve articles for the series have: already been submitted,
with “udubon members currently busy preparing others. A photo-
graph or sketch will accompany each article. The beautifully
detailed sketches have been drawn by Byron Alexander, a graduate
scienca student at ULLD,

Contributions or suggestions should be given to Weldon Yerby
(755 7360) or GCeth Thite (584-7783). :Look for the ¢ontinuing
series.cacin Sunday in the TIIES. 4

FLE0 TMaliS FECOS AUDUBOLI SOCIETY
;5 Deverly Flace
Faso Yexas 79927
FIRST CLASS




