




Some survey findings… 
 Majority of Iowa’s hort farmers have been hort farming 

ten years or less 
 These farmers are farming less acres: the average farm 

size has decreased from 13 in 2000 to 8 in 2015 
 Top five crops: tomatoes, pumpkins, cucs, green beans, 

winter squash (in 2000: sweet corn was tops, then 
tomatoes, green beans, cucs, sweet peppers 

 On average, Iowa producers use two markets to sell 
products.  Half sell exclusively through direct-to-
consumer markets. 



Survey findings, cont’d 
 The top four markets by dollar value of sales were 

wholesale-type markets including brokers and 
wholesalers, contract processors and buyers, retail 
stores, and produce auctions 
 Beginning hort producers are more likely to sell 

exclusively through wholesale markets 
 Most high tunnel produce is sold at produce auctions 
 Most grapes and Aronia berries are sold to contract 

processors 



 Hort sales doubled from 2010 to 2015: $30 million in direct 
sales was reported and $20 million in value-added 
commerce for a total of nearly $50 million in economic 
activity 

 
 These results can be used to estimate total Iowa sales of $48 

million and $32 in value-added commerce for nearly $80 
million in economic activity 
 

 While sales are increasing, producers are deriving less gross 
family income from hort production: 14 percent of 
respondents in 1989 reported 71% or more of family income 
from horticulture while only 4% did in 2015 
 

Survey findings, cont’d 



2015 Iowa                         
Commercial Horticulture Survey  
 Final publication should come out at end of February 
 
 The survey steering committee wants to extend a big 

“Thank you!” to the Iowa Farmers Market Association 
 
 The survey will help industry groups like IFMA, 

Practical Farmers of Iowa, Iowa Fruit and Vegetable 
Growers, etc,; policymakers; legislators; growers, staff 
at IDALS, etc. make informed decisions down the road 



 

 
 
January, 2017 
 
 
Dear Iowa Farmers Market Association Members, 
 
The IFMA board is pleased to announce that the Iowa Farm Bureau has created a new insurance policy specifically 
designed for Iowa’s farmers markets.  

A few months ago the board approached the Farm Bureau to create such a policy, and Farm Bureau released the 
attached information to the board in late January.  Prior to this, Farm Bureau did not have an insurance policy 
tailored to the needs of Iowa’s farmers markets: we hope this information and offer provides you with one more 
option as you consider your market’s insurance needs. 

Sincerely, 
 
Donna Brahms 
 
Donna Brahms, President 
Iowa Farmers Market Association   
 
http://www.iafarmersmarkets.org/home.html  

https://www.facebook.com/IowaFarmersMarketAssociation/  
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Send IFMA (or me) your 
market rules! 



 
Tracy Penick 
Iowa Dept of Human Services 
515-281-4935 
tpenick@dhs.state.ia.us 



a new partnership to assist in protecting  
pesticide-sensitive crops and apiaries 



FieldWatch is a non-profit company created to develop and operate 
the DriftWatch Specialty Crop Site & BeeCheck Apiary Registries. 
Formed in 2012 by Purdue University and interested agriculture 
stakeholder groups, the nonprofit is funded by state departments of   
ag, corporate entities, and producers. 
 
 
driftwatch and beecheck are web-based mapping tools created by 
FieldWatch to promote communication between beekeepers, 
producers of specialty crops and pesticide applicators in support of 
ongoing stewardship activities. 

 



FieldWatch is currently in 14 states and 1 Canadian province. 



 
www.iowaagriculture.gov 

 
 
 

Programs 
 
 
 

Sensitive Crop Directory 
 
 
 

Iowa Sensitive Crop  
Directory Homepage 

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/


FieldWatch Specialty Crop and Apiary Registries 
Easy-to-Use Website Mapping Tools 



 Producers of commercially-grown specialty crops* can register 
their sites on-line and provide contact information about their 
operation.  

 This registry tool allows producers to trace their field boundaries 
with easy-to-use mapping features. 

 Crop producers that also have apiaries can register those hives 
through the driftwatch portal – they do not need to go through the 
beecheck registry. 

 
 
*includes commercial fruit and vegetable producers, orchards, 

vineyards, floriculture sites, tree nurseries, Christmas tree farms, 
and organic production sites 
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driftwatch Specialty Crop Site Registry 
Crop Producer View – allows producers to trace field boundaries 



 
beecheck provides features such as GPS mapping, optional 
designation of time frames at given locations, and features viewable 
one-mile boundary zones around hives.  beecheck is FREE to register 
and use for commercial and hobby beekeepers. 
 
 



beecheck Site Registry 
Beekeeper View – allows commercial and hobby beekeepers to 

designate sites by clicking locations on maps 



Once a apiary site is approved by the data steward, a one mile  
boundary is propagated onto FieldWatch maps. 



Prior to inclusion on the 
driftwatch and beecheck 
registries, sites submitted 
by producers are reviewed 
and approved by an IDALS 
Data Steward. 
 
 



Applicator User Page – 
Applicator View 

Applicators can zoom 
in to view maps  

Crop designations, field boundaries, and one-mile apiary radii  
are all features within the applicator view 



Applicators can view 
contact info when 
viewing maps by 

clicking on a producer 
site icon  

FieldWatch Specialty Crop & Apiary Registries 
Contact Info Viewable for Applicators 

 



Field Signs Available 
To further promote awareness and 

 communication in the field at the site   



IDALS “No Spray” signs will also  
be available for purchase 

Department “No Spray” markers are 
durable aluminum  12” x 18” signs. 

Signs are available only to those that 
have registered on the driftwatch® or 
beecheck® registries.  An order form 

can be found on the Department’s 
Sensitive Crops Directory homepage. 



Annual Registration 
 Registered producers and beekeepers may update their information 
at any time during the year.   

 Because registration expires December 31st of each year, producers 
and beekeepers that wish to remain actively registered must confirm, 
and edit if necessary, their registration information beginning in January 
of the following year.   

 FieldWatch will send out up to three notices to renewing producers 
reminding them to renew. 

 



Food Safety Modernization Act or 
FSMA  

 The law had broad bi-partisan support in Congress 
and was enacted on January 4, 2011 

 
 FSMA is administered by the U.S. Food & Drug 

Administration (FDA) 
 
 Since 2011, the FDA has been collecting input and 

formulating rules to enact this law 
 

 The Act will be fully implemented over time 
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FSMA  
 Primary goal is prevention of food borne illnesses 

 Reduce and eliminate outbreaks of Salmonella, E. Coli, 
Listeria, etc. related illnesses and deaths 

 FDA reports about 48 million people (1 in 6 Americans) 
get sick, 128,000 are hospitalized, and 3,000 die each year 
from foodborne diseases, according to recent data from 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

 Last major update to the nation’s food safety laws was 
1938 

 Most sweeping reform of FDA’s food safety authority in 
more than 70 years 
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FSMA: 7 “Foundational Rules” 
 
 One of those seven foundational rules is the “Produce Safety 

Rule” 
 The Produce Safety Rule “establishes science-based standards for 

growing, harvesting, packing and holding produce on domestic 
and foreign farms.”  Final rule issued: Nov. 13, 2015. 

 
 How does your farm fall under the FSMA Produce Safety 

Rule? 
 Exempt  
 Modified requirements/qualified exemption 
 Full compliance 
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*Rarely consumed raw produce  commodities include asparagus; black
beans, great Northern beans, kidney beans, lima beans, navy beans, and
pinto beans; garden beets (roots and tops) and sugar beets; cashews; sour
cherries; chickpeas; cocoa beans; coffee beans; collards; sweet corn;
cranberries; dates; dill (seeds and weed); eggplants; figs; horseradish;
hazelnuts; lentils; okra; peanuts; pecans; peppermint; potatoes;
pumpkins; winter squash; sweet potatoes; and water chestnuts.  Also food
grains, including barley, dent- or flint-corn, sorghum, oats, rice, rye,
wheat, amaranth, quinoa, buckwheat, and oilseeds (e.g. cotton seed, flax
seed, rapeseed, soybean, and sunflower seed).



What do you need to do if you fall under the qualified exemptions? 
Primarily…  

1)Labeling
2)Records



Qualified Exempt: Labeling 
 Name and complete business address of the farm

where produce was grown must be “prominently and
conspicuously” displayed on a label, poster, sign,
placard or documents delivered with the produce

 Purchased produce sold along side of the produce you
grow must also display the complete business address
of that farm



Labeling Requirement Dates 
 Farms grossing no more than $250,000 in produce sales

annually: the general compliance date is four years from
the effective date of the rule (so, four years from January
26, 2016): January 26, 2020

 Farms grossing no more than $500,000 in produce sales
annually (based on a rolling three-year average) but
more than $250,000: the general compliance date is
three years from the effective date of the rule (so, three
years from January 26, 2016): January 26, 2019



Qualified Exempt: Records 
 Must keep adequate records necessary to demonstrate

the farm satisfies the criteria for the qualified exempt
status:
 records that show the farm sales are below the $500K

sales threshold (a detailed Schedule F on tax forms
could suffice)

 Records showing the majority of your sales go to
“qualified end users” (retail outlets, direct to consumer,
restaurants in Iowa or within 275 miles)



Fall under full 
compliance? Go to http://
www.fda.gov/Food/
GuidanceRegulation/
FSMA/ucm334114.htm



IDALS & ISU Extension have 
partnered on FSMA  
 All growers are encouraged to take steps towards GAP

certification and FSMA Produce Safety Rule
compliance

 ISU Extension has a team to aid all growers in GAP
training and Produce Safety Rule assistance

 Angela Shaw is the ISU team lead
 515-294-0868
 angelaml@iastate.edu
 safeproduce.cals.iastate.edu

mailto:angelaml@iastate.edu


Postcards on the handout table 



Questions on Food Safety?  IDALS has partnered with 
ISU Extension to provide outreach on compliance. 



Thank you!
Contact info:

Paul Ovrom
State Horticulturist 
paul.ovrom@iowaagriculture.gov 
515-242-6239 • Sensitive Crop Directory

• Farmers Market topics
• FSMA Produce Safety Rule
• Hort Food Crop Survey
• Outreach & Promotion
• Questions on Hort topics,

etc., etc. – we’re here to help! 
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