Who do we blame for the impoverished
reality so many in our country live? Some
like to blame the poor themselves. Others
blame the president, or Congress.
But...mostly...do we really care enough to
do something about it? Seriously? As long
as we can blame, we don’t have to.
The southern area of Statesville where our
main campus is located is within the most
impoverished area of the city. There are
those who want to blame Fifth Street for
“bringing down the neighborhood” when, in
reality, the neighborhood was down before
we ever moved our services here back in
the early 90’s.
Again - when you have someone to blame,
you don’t have to do anything about it. In
honesty, we have provided food, clothing,
and a sense of community to many within
this area. They have come to us for help
when no one else would respond. These
grounds are seen as a safe haven, a place
where they can come when help is needed.
Fifth Street is one of the few helping
entities that has not moved out, but has
stayed in the heart of the need in order to
help those in situations of extreme need.
Poverty exists, not just here, but
everywhere, for a variety of reasons - lack
of education, unstable family situations,
lack of transportation, jobs that do not
provide full-time hours and/or do not pay a
living wage, mental illness, poor physical
health, and yes, sometimes being affected
by generational poverty has an impact.
Occasionally you hear a comment that
someone has “pulled themselves up by
their bootstraps.” Baloney. My husband
has been known to say that pulling oneself
up by the bootstraps is physically
impossible. And even speaking
metaphorically, the truth is that we all need
help. Honestly, breaking out of the chains
of poverty is extremely difficult.
Often times, in this neighborhood, folks
may abuse drugs and/or alcohol as a way
to cope with their situation, a way to deal
with financial stress, or a way to self
medicate a physical or mental illness, or
deal with trauma. Drugs are often sold in
neighborhoods by individuals as a way of
survival. It is an attractive option to a 20
year old who has no transportation and few
skills to stand on the corner and peddle
drugs, ending the evening with a wad of
bills as opposed to walking 5+ miles to a

job that likely pays minimum wage - and is
even more likely part-time.

must perform this complicated juggling act
in order to keep life and limb together, and
too often it is out of the limits of their ability
to function. The myth that there are
agencies in place to assist is just that. A
myth.

Housing in many places in this
neighborhood is substandard and rental
costs are much more than what the space
is worth. Absent landlords have contributed
to the attitudes by not caring about their
For many, the high cost of healthcare
properties, thereby enabling bad behaviors. keeps them from seeking treatment,
therefore their condition continues to
Individuals with criminal records have
worsen. The fact that North Carolina did
extreme difficulty obtaining housing, even if
not accept the Medicaid expansion created
their criminal history was years ago. The
an extremely wide gap between those who
same is true for employment. Those with
qualify for Medicaid at its current level and
felonies on their record find it extremely
those who are able to afford private
difficult to find full-time permanent
insurance (which is getting even further out
employment. Even those with
of reach.) Even if healthcare treatment can
misdemeanors may encounter roadblocks
be accessed, the cost of medications to
as well. And, speaking of those issues,
treat the illness is unaffordable.
throw in the idea that someone on
probation must pay upwards of $40 per
Lack of affordable childcare keeps many
month in fees, depending upon their
parents from working.
charges, restitution, etc., has difficulty
And again, the myth that the solution to all
finding a job to begin with, must maintain
issues of those living in poverty are funded
housing and all the expenses related. If
by the government could not be further
they don’t, they stand the chance of their
from the truth.
probation being violated and they will head
back to jail/prison. And we fill ‘em up.
Driving down Wilson Lee Boulevard in the
spring and fall, it is apparent that those
Many individuals who receive SSI
who were involved in the development of
(Supplemental Security Income) receive
that part of town had dreams and a vision.
around $733 per month. With this amount,
The dogwoods, the crepe myrtles in the
the expectation is for them to pay all
spring and the brilliantly colored maples in
household expenses (rarely do you find
the fall gives testament to the hope they
rental property under $400 per month, and
lived. That hope began to erode when
throw in the fact that most of those houses
Garner Bagnal Boulevard became the
are poorly insulated so power bills could
dividing line. Neighborhood churches left,
easily be $150+ which leaves around $200.
moving to the north side of town in order to
With the remaining funds they must buy
create a better atmosphere for their
food (some may have food stamps, but
families, leaving behind fertile ground for
they are supplemental and do not pay for
providing opportunities to live out a social
the entire months worth of groceries.)
ministry focusing on our own citizens.
Food stamps do not pay for toilet paper,
cleaning supplies, diapers, and other
The solutions are difficult, and through the
necessities of life. They must pay for
years, resources have diminished due to
transportation costs. If they have their own budget cuts. It is going to take a village…a
vehicle (which is rare) the costs include
really strong, cohesive and committed
gas, maintenance, registration and taxes.
village to bring South Statesville out of the
If they rely on public transportation, which
grips of poverty. We have to move past the
is extremely limited, there is a cost
blaming and the fear. There is no blanket
associated. Cab fare from the south part of “fix” and it means stepping outside of our
Statesville to Iredell Hospital is $24 round- comfort zone. My experience is that
trip, and $30 round-trip to the Iredell
working one on one with folks is the best
County Health Department.
way to accomplish some really tough
goals. The ability to celebrate tiny baby
We haven’t even talked about basic living
steps is a must.
supplies, cost of medications, clothing ...cha-ching!
It's not an easy process and not for those
who do not have staying power through
Throw in the fact that many of these folks
hard times.
are mentally and/or physically handicapped
Patti West
and have a limited support system. They
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Canned veggies (corn,
mixed vegetables)
Coffee/sugar/creamer
Cooking oil
Cooking spray
Shortening
Baking powder/soda
Rice
Pasta
Tomato products
Cereals
Eggs/milk
Dry beans
Spices: Poultry seasoning,
Sage, Basil, Oregano
Jelly
Salad dressing
Vinegar - white and apple
cider
Drink mixes
Bullion - beef or chicken
Onions
Dawn detergent
Multi-purpose cleaning
spray
Small dessert bowls
Deodorant

My Sister’s House:
Loose leaf paper, 1 subject
notebooks, pocket folders,
highlighters, headphones,
zip drives, index cards,
white out, pens and pencils,
pre-packaged snacks
Twin blankets
Pillows
Feminine products
Baby wipes
Hand soap
Dawn dishwashing
detergent
Bathroom cleaner
Multi-purpose cleaner
Our office is open between
8am and 8pm. All donations
for My Sister’s House are
accepted at Fifth Street 1421 Fifth Street.
You’re the best!!
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Please accept my tax-deductible donation in the amount of $____________________
Donations may also be made by visiting our website - www.fifthstreetministries.com
Name _________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________
If you’d like your gift to be given as a memorial or in honor of an individual or a group, please provide us with the information below.
Circle one
In honor of
In memory of
Name _____________________________________________________
Special message ______________________________________________________________________________
Name and address of person acknowledgement is to be sent
______________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail to: Diakonos, Inc./Fifth Street Ministries, PO Box 5217, Statesville, NC 28687

Our programs are supported by grants and donations from individuals, churches, civic groups, businesses and fundraising. Your support is appreciated as we serve thousands of individuals each year in a variety of ways, addressing
the needs of the homeless, the impoverished and those who are victims of domestic and/or sexual violence. Blessings on you for helping us carry out the work of Diakonos into the world where the need is great.

