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Understanding
the
New Testament
1 Thessalonians
1 Corinthians
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Thursday, November 8, 7:30 p.m.

St. Mary’s Ecumenical Institute
50th Anniversary
n

Location: North Baltimore

n

Graduate-level courses
and programs in Bible,
theology, ministry

n

Credit and audit, evenings
and (some) weekends

n

Phone: 410-864-4200

n

www.stmarys.edu

16 Spring classes include
worship, ethics, church history,
Bible, biblical storytelling,
spiritual care
n Mike’s spring classes
n

– Taizé: Community, Spirituality,
Theology (January intensive)
– Letters and Theology of Paul
(Monday nights)
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Song: The Gift of Love

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AXSI8krPwx0

n

Though I may speak with bravest fire,
And have the gift to all inspire,
And have not love, my words are vain,
As sounding brass, and hopeless gain.

n

Though I may give all I possess,
And striving so my love profess,
But not be given by love within,
The profit soon turns strangely thin.

n

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control,
Our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed;
By this we worship, and are freed.

Opening Prayer
n

Day by day,
O dear Lord,
three things I pray:
to see thee more clearly,
love thee more dearly,
follow thee more nearly,
day by day. Amen.
-Richard of Chichester, 13th c. / Godspell, 20th c.
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Getting Acquainted with the Apostle Paul

Paul 101

Paul 201

Paul 301

Paul 401

Paul 501

Paul’s Letters
To Churches (9)

Romans (7,111 words)
n 1 Corinthians (6,829)
n 2 Corinthians (4,477)
n Galatians (2,230)
n Ephesians (2,422)
n Philippians (1,629)
n Colossians (1,582)
n 1 Thessalonians (1,481)
n 2 Thessalonians (823)
n

To Individuals (4)

1 Timothy (1,591)
n 2 Timothy (1,238)
n Titus (659)
n Philemon (335)
n
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Paul’s Letters
Undisputed (7)—prob. AD 49-58

Disputed (6)

Romans
n 1 Corinthians
n 2 Corinthians
n Galatians
n Philippians
n 1 Thessalonians (earliest)
n Philemon

n

n

2 Thessalonians

Colossians
n Ephesians
n

n

The Pastoral Epistles
– 1 Timothy
– 2 Timothy
– Titus

Why Some Letters
are “Disputed”
Differences in style
n Differences in theology
n Differences in historical situation that
suggest a later date
n

n

However…
– Authorship is a spectrum
– Scholars accepting Paul’s authorship
of at least 9 or 10 letters
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Two Questions for
Starters
n Name

one or two
things that can divide
a church.

n Name

one or two
things that can unite
a church.

A Tale of Two Pauline Communities
Thessalonica:
A Persecuted Church, but United

Northern Greece (Macedonia)
n Persecuted: why?
n Paul’s “bullied child”
n Paul stresses the second
coming (parousia) of Jesus
n Paul calls for faithfulness,
love, and HOPE
n

Corinth:
A Problem Church, and Divided

Southern Greece (Achaia)
n Divided: why?
n Paul’s “problem child”
n Paul stresses the death
and resurrection of Jesus
n Paul calls for faithfulness,
hope, and LOVE
n
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The Second Journey of Paul…

Location of Corinth and Thessalonica
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Paul’s Macedonian Call

Remains of the agora, including
cryptoporticus in Thessalonica
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A New Allegiance: Acts 17:1-9
n

After Paul and Silas had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2And Paul went in, as was
his custom, and on three sabbath days argued with them from the scriptures,
3explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and to rise
from the dead, and saying, “This is the Messiah, Jesus whom I am proclaiming to
you.” 4Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many
of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. 5But [some of] the Jews
became jealous, and with the help of some ruffians in the marketplaces they formed
a mob and set the city in an uproar. While they were searching for Paul and Silas to
bring them out to the assembly, they attacked Jason’s house. 6When they could not
find them, they dragged Jason and some believers before the city authorities,
shouting, “These people who have been turning the world upside down have come
here also, 7and Jason has entertained them as guests. They are all acting contrary
to the decrees of the emperor, saying that there is another king named Jesus.” 8The
people and the city officials were disturbed when they heard this, 9and after they
had taken bail from Jason and the others, they let them go.

Outline of 1
Thessalonians:
Holiness and
Hope
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Some Key Texts in 1 Thessalonians (1)
n

1:3, 6-7 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith [faithfulness] and labor
of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ…. 6And you became imitators of
us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the
Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.

n

1:9-10 … how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for
his Son from heaven….

n

2:7-9 7though we [Paul and colleagues] might have made demands as apostles of Christ.
But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8So deeply
do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but
also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 9You remember our labor
and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of
you while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.

Some Key Texts in 1 Thessalonians (2)
n

3:13; 4:3 13And may he [the Lord] so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may
be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his
saints…. 3For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from
fornication.

n

4:16-17 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and
with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together
with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.

n

5:9-10 For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live
with him.
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Location of Corinth and Thessalonica

The Diolkos
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Corinth Canal
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The Acrocorinth
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Corinth: the

Lechaion road from
the city center
toward the
Acrocorinth

The Temple to Apollo at Corinth

Corinth
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Remains of the Northwest shops
along the agora in Corinth
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1 Corinthians: Chaos, the Cross, and the Spirit at Corinth
1:1-9
n 1:10–4:21
n

n

5:1–7:40

n

8:1–14:40

n

15:1-58

n

16:1-24

Opening and Thanksgiving
Addressing Ecclesial Chaos: Unity through the Wisdom and Power
of the Cross
(One Church)
Addressing Moral Chaos: Holy Living between Cross/Resurrection
and Parousia
(One Holy Church)
Addressing Liturgical Chaos: The Cross and Worship for all Members
of the Body
(One Holy, Catholic Church)
Addressing Theological Chaos: The Apostolic Witness to the
Resurrection as Vindication of the Cross
(One Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church)
Closing

1 Corinthians 13
n 1If

I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but
do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over
my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

n 4Love

is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes
all things, endures all things.

n 13And

now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.
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What Unites the Letters
n

Jesus is Lord

n

The story of the Lord Jesus is a story of faithfulness and love: “Love does not insist on
its own way” or “Love does not seek its own interest” (1 Cor 13:5): Paul’s “Master
Story”:
5Let

the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being
found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of
death— even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him
the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2)

Two More
Questions
n Why

is 1 Corinthians 13
important in a marriage?

n Why

is 1 Corinthians 13
important in a church?
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