If we were really going to work through Matthew, 


I would take this passage, 



and not cover it in one week, 



but 12




to acknowledge each member of Jesus' entourage.  

And before you get worried that I might actually do that, 


I will tell you now, 



some weeks 




some of you will love 




and others of you would walk out disappointed.  

Not sure what I mean, 


let me give you a quick example 



of what the week on Bartholomew would sound like, 

“Bartholomew was one of the 12 apostles Jesus sent out.  


Jesus sends you out as well.  



Amen.”  



Or the week for James, 


son of Alpheus, 



would sound like, 

“James was one of two people named James 


that Jesus sent out as an apostle.  



His dad's name was Alpheus.  




Some of his friends may have called him “Jim.”  


Be sent out by Jesus like “Jim.” 




Amen.

Now of these twelve names, 


the truth is that we really know anything about four of them from other writings.  

We only have slight origin stories for the four fishermen, 


and Matthew the tax collector.  

Those origin stories consist of, 


“They were fishermen.”  


And James and John's  father's name was, “Zebedee.”  


Peter and Andrew were also brothers.  

Matthew, the assumed author of this gospel, 

gives an extensive background history for himself in chapter 9:9-10, 


“As Jesus went on from there 



(the there being Capernum), 


he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. 



“Follow me,” he told him, 


and Matthew got up and followed him.”  

Then we are given the exclusive that, “Jesus ate at his house.”

That is the extent of Matthew's self disclosure.  


And he uses that transition 



to set up the story of the Pharisee's disgust for 




Jesus eating with sinners and tax collector's.  

So why is the history and story of the disciples so limited?  


The answer to that question is not good for the narcissistic part of us.  


Or the part of us that believes the world revolves, 



because we exist in it.  

The reason we don't know much about the 12 apostles is 


the same for most members of an entourage, 



Who they were was not important, 



what Jesus did through them was.  

The disciples are not the focus of the story, 


Jesus is.  

The disciples are noteworthy, 


only because Jesus called them 


and Jesus sent them out.  



There were thousands of fisherman, 



hundreds of tax collectors, 



a whole commune of Zealots, 



thousands of people from Iscariot, 




where Judas is from.  

But these twelve men are named and known, 


because Jesus called them 


and then Jesus sent them out.

They went out with Jesus' authority, 


they went out as students of Jesus 


doing what Jesus had taught them to do.  

That is why we learned their names in a various version of a Sunday School song.  


Not because they were great, 



but because of who their master was.  


What their Lord was doing, 



was changing the way the world worked.  




And they were invited to be a part of that.  

When they accepted that invitation, 


they helped rewrite the way the world worked.  
You are hearing their names today, 


because they let Jesus work in their lives in bold and extravagant ways.  



Just as he can work in yours.  

For Jesus has 

and is still calling you today to follow his way, 


to be his student, 


and let him transform the way you live as an individual, 

and what is more, 


how we live as a body, 


as a community, 


as a church.

We can see this different way of being a community 


in just the names of the disciples alone.  

The most noticeable pair, 


are Matthew the tax collector 


and Simon the Zealot.  

These two titles are polar opposites on the political spectrum.  


If we were to take the most extreme of the Republican party member 


and put them in a room the with the most extreme of the Democratic party, 



they would look like kittens playing 




compared to setting these two in the same room.  

Matthew, as a tax collector, 


had sold out to the Roman Empire.  



They not only were okay with what Rome was doing, 




but they were burdening and extorting their fellow country men, 





to fund the Roman occupation.  

Meanwhile, the Zealots, 


as their name suggests, 



were zealous for Israel's freedom from foreign powers 



and God's rule alone, 


so much so,



that they carried out murderous plots and riots 




in order to make it so.  

So what allowed these two men to spend so much time together?  


Time for that solid Sunday School answer, 



“Jesus.”

The vision and mission of Jesus 


was enough to have both men put their differences aside 


and work for what Jesus was working for, 



the Kingdom of God.  

This calling of the Kingdom supersedes all other callings.  


Partly because it is the basis of all other callings, 



which have usually been twisted in some way by our sinful nature.  

One of those ways, 


is to make us the center 


or catalyst for transformation, 



rather than Jesus.  

Matthew let go of collecting the taxes 

and Simon of his plots against Rome, 


and both focused in on Jesus as the catalyst for change.

We see the same in the fishermen of Peter, Andrew, James, and John.  

They went from being concerned for their own personal and family livelihood 


to being concerned for the world's livelihood.  

This change of focus, 


this fishing for fish 


to fishing for men, 



was re-centered by Jesus and what he was doing.  

Jesus can change your focus as well.  


For in God's Kingdom, 



retirement is not a concept.  

I know a number of you have worked a great number of years, 


served a company well, 


and are now enjoying the benefits of retirement.  

But with that retirement for many, 


has come the realization that you are busier now 



than you were when you were working.  

Which is good, 


because God's plan for our lives never included retirement.  

Work was what Adam and Eve were called to do in the garden before the fall 

and work continues in Revelation as it is a city, 


where Jesus and the Father are served and worshipped.  



The nations can not bring their glory and honor into the city without work.  


So we are called to continue serving and building the Kingdom in ways 



beyond just our 9-5 jobs.

Finally, there is Judas Iscariot in this list.  


This name is one that stirs all kinds of trouble for theologians.  

But it is a clear reminder of why Jesus needs to call 12 new sons of Israel.  


By the time that Jesus was on the scene, 



there were only two tribes of Israel remaining.  


The other ten tribes had adopted the worlds ways 



and exchanged them in place of God's ways.  

In the process of doing so, 


they lost their identity 


and their way.  

They were called by God, 

given authority by God, 


but did not continue as students of God.  

Instead, they thought they could make God's plans come about 


by their own methods.  

That failed 


and their existence was no more.  

Same for Judas.  


He tried to push Jesus to be the King Judas expected.  

That failed 


and the consequences of what Judas had done, 



led to his demise.  

Even in Judas' sinfulness, 


God was still able to bring glory out of it.  

There was no glory in what Judas did.  


But there was glory in what Jesus did through Judas' actions.

This list of apostles, 


those sent by Jesus, 



does not tell us much about who Jesus sent, 



but it does tell us about Jesus.  

That is important, 


because of the 12, 



only their teacher is still alive today.  

That teacher is wanting to transform your lives, 


or more clearly, 



our lives.  
Despite our penchant for individualism in the United States, 


that does not exist in Jesus' Kingdom.  

We can see by the list.  


Everyone on the list 



is not listed as an individual, 


but as a pair.  



It is Peter and Andrew, 



James and John, 





Philip and Bartholomew, 



Thomas and Matthew, 



James and Thaddeus, 



Simon and Judas.  

As we look at the larger canon and the lists there, 


the pairs actually appear to be groups three groups of four.  

The small groups were part of Jesus' plan.  

In every list in scripture, 


with all of the variations in names,



 the first name in each group of 4 is always the same.  




Peter, Philipp, and James never change.  

And while Peter's name comes first in every list, 


it does not necessarily mean that Peter is Jesus downgraded.  

Peter is often first, 


but that firstness is in glory, 


and in sin.  

Within five verses, 


Peter is acclaimed as the rock on which Jesus will build his church 


and called Satan by Jesus.  

Peter makes mistakes first 


and therefore often learns 


and needs to be forgiven first.  

But all disciples are still learning, 


and part of learning is making mistakes.

So it might be a mistake not to spend 12 weeks going over each disciple, 


but I am willing to risk it, 



as learning what Jesus does through them 



is more important than who they were before Jesus or after Jesus.  

Knowing that Jesus transforms these 12 men into who Israel was called to be 


will help us remember that Israel was called to continue to proclaim who God is 



to all nations.  

So their work is not done 


and neither is our learning as part of God's calling to all nations.
