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Immanuel Lutheran Church LC-MS
229 11th Ave. West
Grinnell, Iowa 50112
Office: 641-236-6691
Email: immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net

Rev. Dr. Joel Koepp
Cell Ph. 507-829-3901  
Email: koeppj@hotmail.com

Office hours
Monday through Thursday 8am to 3pm

Let’s Get Social
          Website
                   http://www.immanuelgrinnell.org

          Facebook
                   Immanuel Lutheran Church LC-MS

                       Podcast
     https://anchor.fm/ImmanuelGrinnell

Worship with Us!
Sundays at Immanuel
Divine Worship 9:00 a.m.
Christian Education 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study 10:30 a.m.

Thursdays
Weekly Bible Study 11:00 a.m.
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Immanuel News                   
Reference Information

HAVE YOU...moved? ...changed phone numbers? ...changed email addresses?  
...need to update birthday/anniversary dates? Let the office know! Thanks!

LET US KNOW...If you have a loved one ill or hospitalized, have a new 
baby, would like a pastoral visit, or if any pastoral need arises.

PRAYER REQUEST...If you would like a special prayer during the prayers of 
the church on Sunday, please contact Rev. Dr. Koepp: 

Office: 641-236-6691
Email: koeppj@hotmail.com   

Cell: 507-829-3901   
    
DO YOU...want to put something in the bulletin or newsletter? Have a prayer 
request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? Upcoming events? If 
so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the bulletin or 
newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the church secretary at  
immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net. 

Deadlines:
Bulletin – 12 noon of each Wednesday 
Newsletter – 15th of each month

For those of you without email access, please call or submit your written 
request to the church secretary.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR
          September 2020

September is a time when education 
is on the forefront of many minds. 
Schools are back in session; this year 
either on-campus or online. It is also 
the time when the church begins a new 
year of Sunday School and Confirma-
tion classes. I think it is important, 
now more than ever, to reflect upon 

what it means to not only be a Christian, but the immense importance of Christian 
education. What does this mean? That is a largely important question. When Mar-
tin Luther visited the parishes around Saxony in the fall of 1528, he was appalled at 
what he found. Not only did most Christians not know the Ten Commandments, the 
Creed, or the Lord’s Prayer, they also did not know much about Baptism, Confes-
sion/Absolution, or the Lord’s Supper. On top of this, the priests didn’t really know 
how to teach it. They had been trained to teach more of the Cannon Law of the 
Roman Catholic Church and preach on works-righteousness. 

Many heads of the households were shirking their duties. They were avoiding the 
words of God, placing more emphasis on the importance of worldly things like work 
and leisure, and pawning off their responsibility of teaching the Word of God to 
their own children. 

I argue we are living in much the same conditions today. Many heads of the house-
hold either ignore their God-given role and responsibility to their children, or they 
evade it under the guise of “you worry about that stuff, I will worry about the more 
important things.” 

This month, I share with you Luther’s preface to the Small Catechism. While it is 
directed at pastors and preachers, it is readily applicable to the first and foremost 
teachers of the faith to children, the father and mother. Luther reinforces this Bibli-
cal teaching by beginning each section of the Small Catechism with the words, “As 
the head of the household should teach his family.” Please take time to read and pray 
through the preface to the Small Catechism. As you do, may God send His Holy 
Spirit to strengthen you as you teach His truth to those for whom Christ as died.
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Luther’s Preface to the Small Catechism:
Grace, mercy, and peace in Jesus Christ, our Lord, from Martin Luther to all faithful, godly 
pastors and preachers.

1 The deplorable conditions which I recently encountered when I was a visitor constrained me 
to prepare this brief and simple catechism or statement of Christian teaching.

2 Good God, what wretchedness I beheld! The common people, especially those who live in 
the country, have no knowledge whatever of Christian teaching, and unfortunately many 
pastors are quite incompetent and unfitted for teaching.

3 Although the people are supposed to be Christian, are baptized, and receive the holy sacra-
ment, they do not know the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, or the Ten Commandments, they live as 
if they were pigs and irrational beasts, and now that the Gospel has been restored they have 
mastered the fine art of abusing liberty.

4 How will you bishops answer for it before Christ that you have so shamefully neglected the 
people and paid no attention at all to the duties of your office? May you escape punishment 
for this!

5 You withhold the cup in the Lord’s Supper and insist on the observance of human laws, yet 
you do not take the slightest interest in teaching the people the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, the 
Ten Commandments, or a single part of the Word of God. Woe to you forever!

6 I therefore beg of you for God’s sake, my beloved brethren who are pastors and preachers, 
that you take the duties of your office seriously, that you have pity on the people who are 
entrusted to your care, and that you help me to teach the catechism to the people, especially 
those who are young. Let those who lack the qualifications to do better at least take this book-
let and these forms and read them to the people word for word in this manner:

7 In the first place, the preacher should take the utmost care to avoid changes or variations 
in the text and wording of the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the sacra-
ments, etc. On the contrary, he should adopt one form, adhere to it, and use it repeatedly 
year after year. Young and inexperienced people must be instructed on the basis of a uniform, 
fixed text and form. They are easily confused if a teacher employs one form now and another 
form—perhaps with the intention of making improvements—later on. In this way all the time 
and labor will be lost.

8 This was well understood by our good fathers, who were accustomed to use the same form 
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in teaching the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments. We, too, should teach 
these things to the young and unlearned in such a way that we do not alter a single syllable or 
recite the catechism differently from year to year. Choose the form that pleases you, therefore, 
and adhere to it henceforth.

9 When you preach to intelligent and educated people, you are at liberty to exhibit your learn-
ing and to discuss these topics from different angles and in such a variety of ways as you may 
be capable of. But when you are teaching the young, adhere to a fixed and unchanging form 
and method.

10 Begin by teaching them the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, etc., follow-
ing the text word for word so that the young may repeat these things after you and retain them 
in their memory.

11 If any refuse to receive your instructions, tell them that they deny Christ and are no Chris-
tians. They should not be admitted to the sacrament, be accepted as sponsors in Baptism, or be 
allowed to participate in any Christian privileges. On the contrary, they should be turned over 
to the pope and his officials,5 and even to the devil himself.

12 In addition, parents and employers should refuse to furnish them with food and drink and 
should notify them that the prince is disposed to banish such rude people from his land.

13 Although we cannot and should not compel anyone to believe, we should nevertheless in-
sist that the people learn to know how to distinguish between right and wrong according to 
the standards of those among whom they live and make their living. For anyone who desires 
to reside in a city is bound to know and observe the laws under whose protection he lives, no 
matter whether he is a believer or, at heart, a scoundrel or knave.

14 In the second place, after the people have become familiar with the text, teach them what 
it means. For this purpose, take the explanations in this booklet, or choose any other brief and 
fixed explanations which you may prefer,

15 and adhere to them without changing a single syllable, as stated above with reference to the 
text.

16 Moreover, allow yourself ample time, for it is not necessary to take up all the parts at once. 
They can be presented one at a time. When the learners have a proper understanding of the 
First Commandment, proceed to the Second Commandment, and so on. Otherwise they will 
be so overwhelmed that they will hardly remember anything at all.
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17 In the third place, after you have thus taught this brief catechism, take up a large cat-
echism so that the people may have a richer and fuller understanding. Expound every com-
mandment, petition, and part, pointing out their respective obligations, benefits, dangers, ad-
vantages, and disadvantages, as you will find all of this treated at length in the many books 
written for this purpose.

18 Lay the greatest weight on those commandments or other parts which seem to require 
special attention among the people where you are. For example, the Seventh Commandment, 
which treats of stealing, must be emphasized when instructing laborers and shopkeepers, 
and even farmers and servants, for many of these are guilty of dishonesty and thievery. So, 
too, the Fourth Commandment must be stressed when instructing children and the common 
people in order that they may be encouraged to be orderly, faithful, obedient, and peaceful. 
Always adduce many examples from the Scriptures to show how God punished and blessed.

19 You should also take pains to urge governing authorities and parents to rule wisely and 
educate their children. They must be shown that they are obliged to do so, and that they are 
guilty of damnable sin if they do not do so, for by such neglect they undermine and lay waste 
both the kingdom of God and the kingdom of the world and are the worst enemies of God 
and man.

20 Make very plain to them the shocking evils they introduce when they refuse their aid in 
the training of children to become pastors, preachers, notaries, etc., and tell them that God 
will inflict awful punishments on them for these sins. It is necessary to preach about such 
things. The extent to which parents and governing authorities sin in this respect is beyond 
telling. The devil also has a horrible purpose in mind.

21 Finally, now that the people are freed from the tyranny of the pope, they are unwilling to 
receive the sacrament and they treat it with contempt. Here, too, there is need of exhortation, 
but with this understanding: No one is to be compelled to believe or to receive the sacrament, 
no law is to be made concerning it, and no time or place should be appointed for it.

22 We should so preach that, of their own accord and without any law, the people will desire 
the sacrament and, as it were, compel us pastors to administer it to them. This can be done 
by telling them: It is to be feared that anyone who does not desire to receive the sacrament at 
least three or four times a year despises the sacrament and is no Christian, just as he is no 
Christian who does not hear and believe the Gospel. Christ did not say, “Omit this,” or “De-
spise this,” but he said, “Do this, as often as you drink it,” etc. Surely he wishes that this be 
done and not that it be omitted and despised. “Do this,” he said.
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23 He who does not highly esteem the sacrament suggests thereby that he has no sin, no 
flesh, no devil, no world, no death, no hell. That is to say, he believes in none of these, al-
though he is deeply immersed in them and is held captive by the devil. On the other hand, 
he suggests that he needs no grace, no life, no paradise, no heaven, no Christ, no God, 
nothing good at all. For if he believed that he was involved in so much that is evil and was 
in need of so much that is good, he would not neglect the sacrament in which aid is afford-
ed against such evil and in which such good is bestowed. It is not necessary to compel him 
by any law to receive the sacrament, for he will hasten to it of his own accord, he will feel 
constrained to receive it, he will insist that you administer it to him.

24 Accordingly you are not to make a law of this, as the pope has done. All you need to do 
is clearly to set forth the advantage and disadvantage, the benefit and loss, the blessing and 
danger connected with this sacrament. Then the people will come of their own accord and 
without compulsion on your part. But if they refuse to come, let them be, and tell them that 
those who do not feel and acknowledge their great need and God’s gracious help belong to 
the devil.

25 If you do not give such admonitions, or if you adopt odious laws on the subject, it is 
your own fault if the people treat the sacrament with contempt. How can they be other 
than negligent if you fail to do your duty and remain silent. So it is up to you, dear pastor 
and preacher!

26 Our office has become something different from what it was under the pope. It is now a 
ministry of grace and salvation.

27 It subjects us to greater burdens and labors, dangers and temptations, with little reward 
or gratitude from the world. But Christ himself will be our reward if we labor faithfully. 
The Father of all grace grant it! To him be praise and thanks forever, through Christ, our 
Lord. Amen.

+Soli Deo Gloria+

Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp
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Monetary donations for Derecho relief efforts for individuals and busi-
nesses are being accepted at the following organizations: Grinnell Food 
Coalition, Grinnell Small Business Relief Fund, Grinnell United Way, Grin-
nell Area Mental Health Consortium-JPK Fund, NonProfit Emergency 
Relief Fund, and the Poweshiek Housing Assistance Fund. 

MICA has reopened. They have forms for Replacement of Spoiled Food 
and Individual Disaster Assistance grant forms for individuals needing 
to complete those. In addition, they are in need of donations. Specifically 
personal hygiene items (body soap, bar soap, shampoo/conditioner, tooth 
paste, ect.), shelf stable items (ramen, soups, pork & beans, peanut butter 
and jelly, bread, other things that can be eaten cold) and monetary dona-
tions. 

If you or someone you know needs financial assistance to repair electri-
cal boxes on homes to be able to reconnect to power, please call the City of 
Grinnell (236-2600) and inquire about the Campbell Fund or reach out to 
MICA (236-3923) for more information. 

The request for federal approval to lift 
the 10 day reporting deadline to replace 

spoiled food has been approved. 

If you receive food assistance from DHS 
and have experienced food loss from the 

derecho on August 10, you now have 
until September 17, 2020 to request 

replacement food assistance.

Please visit our website for eligibility 
information and application 

         https://dhs.iowa.gov/DHS-Derecho_Resources
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Jesus said to His disciples, “Go into all the world and proclaim the 
gospel to the whole creation. Whoever believes and is baptized 
will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” 
(Mark 16:15-16) Paul wrote to Timothy, “Keep a close watch on 
yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you 
will save both yourself and your hearers.” (1 Tim. 4:16)

In effort to preach the Gospel to the members of Immanuel, the Pastor 
and elder’s are tasked with keeping close watch on both the teaching 
and its hearers. There are several members of Immanuel for whom we 
have either no contact information, or not the correct contact informa-
tion. If you do, we are asking you to pass it along to either Pastor or 
the Board of Elders (Joel McDonough, Steve Haase, Darlo Kelting, and 
Ken Mergen), so that we can, “consider how to stir up one another 
to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see the day drawing near.”  (Hebrew 10:24-25)

Christine Carstensen 

Clinton Hagedon
Dennis Hagedorn

Patrick Harms

Kiara Petersen
Travis Puls
Tyler Puls

Hannah Smith
Matthew Smith
Nathan Smith

Samantha Smith

Jenna Tanner
Lydia Tanner
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CONFIRMATION SCHEUDLE FOR SEPTEMBER 

5th/6th Grades

September 2      
Orientation with Parents
T.V. Evaluation Paper Given

September 9
MEMORY WORK: Books of the New Testament
LESSON TO BE COMPLETED IN CLASS:  How to Listen to a Sermon and Take Sermon Notes; Crucifer and 
Acolyte Procedures/Practice; Lesson 1
BIBLE LESSON: Matthew 1-2

September 16
MEMORY WORK: First and Second Commandments and meanings
LESSON TO BE COMPLETED IN CLASS:  Lesson 1-2
BIBLE LESSON:  Matthew 1-3

September 23
MEMORY WORK: Third & Fourth Commandment and meanings
LESSON TO BE COMPLETED IN CLASS: Lesson 2-3
BIBLE LESSON: Matthew 4

September 30
MEMORY WORK: Fifth and Sixth Commandment and meanings
LESSON TO BE COMPLETED IN CLASS: Lesson 4 
BIBLE LESSON: Matthew 5 
T.V. Evaluation Paper Due

7th/8th Grades

September 2      
Orientation with Parents
T.V. Evaluation Paper Given

September 9 
MEMORY WORK: Books of the Bible – Old & New Testaments  
READING ASSIGNMENT DUE BEFORE CLASS: Prefaces in Book of Concord: Small Catechism – 307-315; 
Large Catechism – 351-357 
LESSON IN CLASS: SCQ 1-14

September 16
MEMORY WORK: 1st Commandment  
READING ASSIGNMENT DUE BEFORE CLASS: Large Catechism 359-363
LESSON IN CLASS: SCQ 15-41

September 23
MEMORY WORK: 2nd Commandment  
READING ASSIGNMENT DUE BEFORE CLASS: Large Catechism 363-367 
LESSON IN CLASS: SCQ 42-47

September 30
MEMORY WORK: 3rd Commandment  
READING ASSIGNMENT DUE BEFORE CLASS: Large Catechism 367-370
LESSON IN CLASS: SCQ 48-53
T.V. Evaluation Paper Due
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry

Newsletter article – September 2020

“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10).

God bids us to be faithful in the tasks He calls us to do. He calls us to be members of a family 
(husbands and wives; fathers and mothers; sons and daughters). He calls us to be members of 
society (those who govern and those who are governed). And He calls us to be members of His 
family, the Church (those who preach and teach and those who hear and learn). Each of these 
callings from God places a duty on us.

As members of a family, husbands are given the duty to die for their wives as Christ gave His life 
for His bride, the Church; while wives are given the duty to respect their husbands and submit 
themselves to them as the Church does to Christ. Fathers and mothers are to raise their children 
in the fear and admonition of the Lord, teaching them the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the 
Lord’s Prayer, and the Scriptures concerning Baptism, Confession, the Office of the Keys, and the 
Lord’s Supper. Children are to honor their parents throughout their lives, and even when their 
parents are no longer alive, serving and obeying them, loving and cherishing them, and speaking 
well of them.

As members of society, God calls those who govern to bear the sword, that is, to punish those 
who do evil (those who live contrary to God’s will) and to reward those who do good (those 
whose lives are lived in conformity with God’s will). Those who are governed are to obey their 
leaders as to the Lord Himself, for their leaders bear the sword of God’s temporal justice for a 
purpose.

As members of God’s own family, the Church, He calls those who preach and teach to do so in 
faithfulness to His holy Word. To preach and teach the Law of God to convict the hearts of hear-
ers of their sin and to encourage, admonish, and exhort them to do good works in accordance 
with God’s will. They are to preach and teach the Gospel, the full forgiveness of their sins accom-
plished by Christ and received through faith, not by works. They are to administer the means of 
grace in accordance with the Gospel and the Word of God. They do all this for the young and old 
alike, for those who are near and far off. Those who hear and learn are to submit themselves to 
their preachers and teachers. They are support them by their prayers and their gifts. 

Each of these callings from God place a duty on us. They make a claim on our presence; on our 
prayers; and our time, talents, and treasures. So, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all 
your might” (Eccl 9:10). Pray for your family, your government, and your church. Give of your-
self by means of your time, your talents, and your treasures to your family, your government, 
and your Church. That is what it means to be faithful in the tasks that God has given us. That is 
what it means to do it with all your might.
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    2020 Immanuel Officers & Board Members
President   
Steve Haase      

Vice President  
Joel McDonough
    
Secretary   
Kathy Stanek
    
Treasurer   
Chris Christinson
   
Elders
Joel McDonough~Chairman   
Steve Haase       
Darlo Kelting    
Ken Mergen    

Trustees   
Kevin Schultz        
Ben Louden        

Board of Education  
Sherry Baker~Chairman      
Megan Schutt   
Markie Koepp   
   
Board of Stewardship   
Keith Thorpe     
Pamela Sittig      
Cindy Cloyed 

Board of Evangelism & Missions 
June Routier~Chairman     
Dianna Kelting 
Sandy Koch 

LWML President  
Pam Haase

LWML Treasurer  
Susan Schoen

LWML Secretary  
Pam Haase

LWML Christian Life 
Denise Cadwell

Organist   
Esther Huedepohl/Pam Haase

Church Secretary  
Amber Carnine

Sunday School Opening 
Pastor Koepp

Altar Guild    
Helen Thorpe  
June Routier    
Danielle McDonough 
Pam Haase
Pam Sittig 
Esther Huedepohl (Backup)
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