ENGL 212, Sec. 05: Topics in Critical Writing
Memory in Theory and Practice 

Saginaw Valley State University

Fall 2012

	Professor
	Dr. Kim Lacey

	Office
	Brown Hall 358

	E-mail
	krlacey@svsu.edu

	Office Phone
	989-964-2016


	In-Person Office Hours
	Tuesday, Thursday: 12:00-3:00 pm

	 
	Also available by appointment

	 
	 

	Online Office Hours
	I prefer that you make an appointment for an online office hour meeting,
but if you see me online, please feel free to chat with me.

	 
	Skype: kim.lacey5

	 
	Google Chat: krlacey

	 
	Zimbra Chat (through SVSU’s e-mail): krlacey

	 
	Twitter: @kimlacey


	Course Meeting Days
	Location

	M/W 2:30-3:50 pm
	M: SE 124
W: SE 127


Course Goals: This semester we will explore the concept of “memory” from several perspectives including, but not limited to, neuroscience, digital media, film, and literature. By investigating our theme from a variety of angles, we will begin to understand how different disciplines approach a common concept in drastically alternative ways. 
Required Course Texts: All texts are available at the SVSU bookstore in Curtiss Hall and online
Gordon Bell and Jim Gemmell: Your Life, Uploaded: The Digital Way to Better Memory, Health, and Productivity
ISBN-10: 0452296560
Viktor Mayer-Schonberger: Delete: The Virtue of Forgetting in the Digital Age
ISBN-13: 978-0691150369
Walter Mosely: The Last Days of Ptolemy Grey
ISBN-13: 978-1594485503
Other required readings have been posted to VSpace and are indicated on the course calendar. 

E-mail: Check your e-mail daily. It’s the university’s official mode of communication, and there is no excuse why you shouldn’t check it often. You need to have internet access for this course. Our campus is wireless and many other locations off campus also have free Wi-Fi, so be sure to take advantage. If you are having difficulty connecting, make sure you call my office (989-964-2016). Not having access is not an excuse.
VSpace: All grades will be posted on VSpace.
Course Description: Emphasizes processes of critical reading and writing, as applied to several modes of communication. Frequent writing assignments for different audiences, with attention to disciplinary conventions and rhetorical strategies for argument in academic discourse. Workshop approaches. Includes work in developing research questions and using library and electronic resources. Refines abilities to analyze both student and professional texts. Specific content for reading may be organized by theme.
Prerequisite: All reading and writing Basic Skills requirements must be completed before enrolling in this course.
Course Objectives: As defined by the English Department, ENGL 212 will refine students’ abilities to:
1.  Employ rhetorical strategies that communicate an academic voice. Students should:

a. Move from writer-based to reader-based prose

b. Use specific and concrete methods to support positions in a manner convincing                     to targeted audiences.

c. Understand and choose effective strategies for argumentation and persuasion.

d. Use cited materials responsibly and effectively.

e. Review, critique, and revise their own and others’ texts.

2.  Read critically and analyze texts that challenge their thinking and that are written for diverse audiences, purposes, and disciplines.

3.  Conduct academic research. Students should:

a. Develop focused questions for research. Use a variety of research modes, including print and on-line tools.

b. Critically evaluate source materials. Select, cite, and document primary and secondary sources appropriately for purpose and audience.

4.  Engage in interactive and/or collaborative reading and writing activities.

5.  Use electronic technology to aid research and writing processes, which may include:

a. Word processing Internet, e.g. e-mail, WWW Electronic databases and searchtools available in libraries.

6.  Understand and apply different documentation formats as for various disciplines, e.g. MLA, APA.

7.  Extend and refine editing skills

8.  Additionally, as English 212 is also a General Education Category 10 course, special consideration will be given to developing your critical thinking skills, your logical reasoning skills, and your communication abilities, such that you develop an ability to read literary works with appreciation and understanding, and develop greater efficiency in writing effective academic texts that use research.

Course Assignments

Detailed descriptions can be located on VSpace and will also be discussed in class.

Personal Reflection: 10%

Compare and Contrast: 20%

Memory Conditions in the Media: 20%

Film Analysis: 20%

Concept Review and Discussion Lead: 10%

Professionalism: 10%

In-Class Activities (writing, speaking, etc.): 10%

Grading Scale

95%: A              
              


90%: A-               
         

87%: B+               
            

83%: B                
              


80%: B-               
          

77%: C+               
            

73%: C              
            

60%: D               
              


   0%: F              
              


Course Policies

The decision to take this course it yours, but once you make that decision, you have responsibilities to everyone else in this community of learners. It is your responsibility to abide by the following course policies in order contribute to our classroom’s productivity.

Attendance:  It is in your best interest to attend class regularly.  Attendance means much more than simply showing up to class.  Attendance in ENGL 212 means being present in class through active participation, sharing insightful ideas, completing homework, and willingness to ask questions. Attendance will be taken during each class meeting. You are allowed two free absences. On your third absence, 2% will be deducted from your final grade. On your fourth absence, and additional 4% will be deducted from your final grade. If you miss more than four classes, you will be asked to drop and/or fail this course. Please find a classmate and exchange e-mail addresses. In case you miss class, it is your responsibility to contact a classmate to find out what you missed.  My office hours will not be used as a “make-up” class period.
Situations that Count as Absences:

· Arriving more than 10 minutes late or leaving more than 10 minutes early

· Using technology inappropriately during class (texting, Facebook, Twitter, etc.): All computer labs have surveillance software and I will use it to enforce this situation

· Coming to class unprepared to participate (this includes peer-review days if you don’t have a draft)

Technology Policy: I encourage you to use whatever note taking system you prefer. If, however, you choose to use a personal computing device, you are asked that it be used for class work only. Phones must be turned to silent during class time. If you are expecting an important phone call during class, please sit near the door so you can leave the room without disrupting others. I can see you texting, so don’t do it.
Late Work: Late work is unacceptable. Please ensure that your work is submitted on time. The deadlines are clearly marked on all assignments and on the syllabus. If you know a due date conflicts with something outside of class, plan ahead and submit your assignment early.  I will send a confirmation e-mail after the paper deadline. If you do not receive a confirmation e-mail, I did not receive your paper.
Disability / Non-Discrimination Clause: Students with disabilities which may restrict their full participation in course activities are encouraged to meet with the instructor or contact the SVSU Office of Disability Services, Curtis Hall, Room C-112, Phone: 989-964-4168.
SVSU does not discriminate based on race, religion, color, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, physical impairment, disability, or veteran status in the provision of education, employment, and other services.

Academic Integrity Policy: According to the SVSU Student Handbook, “Academic integrity is undermined whenever one is dishonest in the pursuit of knowledge.  Dishonesty takes many forms, including cheating, plagiarism, and other activities for undermining the educational process.
“Cheating occurs whenever one attempts to gain an advantage through a violation of rules regarding the relevant behavior.  It should be assumed that collaboration is cheating unless explicitly authorized” (16).

“Plagiarism involves intentionally or unintentionally presenting another person’s expressions – ideas, opinions, illustrations, data, style – as one’s own expression” (16).

Forms of plagiarism include directly transcribing (copying) without quotation and attribution, summarizing without attribution, paraphrasing or patchwork paraphrasing without attribution, patching electronic materials (including pictures, graphs, and/or charts) without attribution.

In ENGL 212 deliberate plagiarism or cheating in any form will result in the grade of zero (0) for the entire assignment.  

“’Undermining the Educational Process’ occurs whenever one attempts to prevent another’s learning or subverts the recognized means by which learning occurs” (16).

The goal of SVSU faculty is to help each student achieve success through learning the concepts and skills for which the course was designed.  In a university classroom, the learning that takes place is determined by the quality of the interactions of all members of the class.

Specifically the SVSU Student Handbook states, "No student shall engage in conduct that disrupts or interferes with the educational activities in classrooms . . . computer laboratories . . . or any other place where education and teaching activities take place.  This includes, but is not limited to, such behaviors as talking at inappropriate times, drawing unwarranted attention to him or herself, engaging in loud and distracting behaviors, displaying defiance or disrespect to peers or threatening any University employee or student.  No student shall engage in conduct that is disruptive or interferes with the rights of others on University property . . . nor shall a student obstruct, disrupt, interfere, or attempt to interfere with another students right to learn or complete academic requirements"   (34).

In ENGL 212, any student who engages in any of these behaviors that undermine the educational process will be asked to leave the class immediately, and lose any possible credit for that class period.  To return to the class, the student will be required to schedule a meeting with the instructor to discuss his or her plans for modifying their behavior in question.

Important Note:  In any case of cheating, plagiarism, or engaging in behavior that undermines the educational process in addition to the consequences outlined above, the instructor may choose to report the behavior to the Office of Student Conduct, following the protocols outlined on pages 32-37 in the SVSU Student Handbook.
Writing Center Information: One of the many advantages of this University is the Writing Center.  You are strongly encouraged to meet with a tutor to discuss your writing.  Sessions at the Writing Center are available on a first come, first serve basis. Please stop by the Writing Center anytime you need additional help.
	Writing Center Hours
	M-R 8:30a-7p

	 
	F 10a-2p

	Location
	Zahnow 308 (3rd floor of the library)

	Phone
	989-964-6061

	Website
	www.svsu.edu/writingcenter


Course Calendar

It is possible that this schedule will change. If it does, I will notify you in class and in writing via e-mail.

	Date
	Reading
	Concepts

	M 8/27
	Intro to Course
	

	W 8/29
Signed Syllabus Contract Due In-Class
	Syllabus
	

	M 9/3: No Class: Labor Day
	
	

	W 9/5
	LeDoux (VSpace)
	Historical Memory
Autobiographical Memory

	M 9/10
Personal Reflections Due by Midnight
	Total Recall: Part 1
	Temporal Lobe
Hippocampus

	W 9/12
	Total Recall: Part 2
	Externalized Memory
Prosthetic Memory

	M 9/17
	Total Recall: Part 3 (end)
	Memory Places

	W 9/19
	Delete: Chapters 1&2
	Internet Archive/The Wayback Machine

	M 9/24
	Delete: Chapters 3&4
	Mnemonic Devices
X-Pire!

	W 9/26
	Delete: Chapters 5-7 (end)
	Oral History

	M 10/1
	VanDijck (VSpace)
	Google Effect

	W 10/3
	Donald (VSpace)
	Episodic Memory

	M 10/8
	Ptolemy Grey: p. 1-50
	Amnesia

	W 10/10
	Ptolemy Grey: p. 50-100
	Hyperthymesia

	M 10/15
Compare and Contrast Essay Due by Midnight
	Ptolemy Grey: p. 100-150
	Recollection

	W 10/17
	Ptolemy Grey: p. 150-202
	

	M 10/22
	Ptolemy Grey: p. 202-250
	

	W 10/24
	Ptolemy Grey: p. 250-277 (end)
	

	M 10/29
	Wade (VSpace)
	Memory Implantation
Memory Erasing Pills

	W 10/31
	Loftus (VSpace)
	Confabulation
Short Term Memory

	M 11/5
Memory in the Media Essay Due by Midnight
	Start watching Memento (in-class)
	

	W 11/7
	Finish watching Memento (in-class)
	

	M 11/12
	Start watching Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind (in-class)
	

	W 11/14
	Finish watching Eternal Sunshine (in-class)
	

	M 11/19
	Bohanan (VSpace)
	Long Term Memory
Flash Bulb Memory

	W 11/21
	Chabris and Simons (VSpace)
	Misattribution

	M 11/26
No class
	
	

	W 11/28
No class: Thanksgiving Break
	
	

	M 12/3
	Lampenien (VSpace)
	Memory Persistence
DRM Paradigm

	W 12/5
Last Day of Class!
	
	Transience of Memory

	W 12/12
Film Analysis Due by Midnight
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