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the MLU website for updates to our schedule. We’ll
camp for the weekend, clear trail on Saturday and (if
the trail work gets done on Saturday) have free riding
on Sunday.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
We are half way through 2016 and so far we have had a
very busy year. We’ve had training rides, campouts, our
Pack Clinic, the Rendezvous, Horse Expo, and a pack
trip. We’ve had static displays at three events,
CPR/First Aid Trainings, Chain Saw Trainings, and
fundraisers.

Be sure to mark your calendar for the Mountain
Meadow Fun Ride the weekend of September 23rd –
25th, and let your friends and family know about it as
well. This is a fundraiser for the unit and is open to the
public. For details, take a look at the flyer elsewhere in
the newsletter or on the MLU Website (bchcmlu.org).

The BCHC Gentle Use Camp at Horse Expo this year was
located right next to the Trail Symposium speaker’s
venue. It threw us for a loop when we first arrived for
set up on Thursday, but we quickly re-grouped and
redesigned our camp layout for the new space. We
actually like our new space better as it makes us a more
visible part of the Trail Symposium. This year we had 37
people volunteer in the camp for a total of 320
volunteer hours. BCHC Mother Lode, Mid-Valley, North
Bay, Lake Mendo, and Shasta-Trinity Units were all
represented.

This is my fifth year as President of MLU and it has been
a very rewarding experience. In November, we will be
electing new officers for the 2017 Board, and I believe it
is time for a new President. I respectfully ask each of
you to consider stepping up to run for a position on the
Board.
I hope to see you at our next meeting, work party,
and/or training ride. In the meantime, Keep Your
Leather Side Up, and Your Steel Side Down! God Bless
America!

Horse Expo provided a great opportunity to meet
Brittany Joe and her family. Brittany was one of several
young people who entered the BCHA Essay Contest
sharing her interest in packing and the US Forest
Service. Brittany’s short term interest is to intern with
the USFS with a long term interest in full time
employment with the USFS.

Mike Kohlbaker, President

Our first pack trip of the year was the first weekend in
June. We were assisting the Tahoe Rim Trail Association
(TRTA) by packing in bags of cement, lumber, and
hardware for a new bridge they were building in the
Van Sickle Park on a connector trail to the Tahoe Rim
Trail. We have several other pack trips on the schedule
for this season. If you are interested in helping, please
get in touch with Jerry Heitzler.
In July, we’ll be clearing the Two Peaks Trail out of Tells
Horse Camp. The dates are not yet finalized so watch

MLU’s Annual Pack Clinic
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MLU’S ANNUAL PACK CLINIC

MLU SPONSORS UC DAVIS PACK TEAM
TO WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Lucy Badenhoop’s excellent article on MLU’s Annual
Pack Clinic is in the summer issue of the BCHC paper. It
includes step-by-step adjustments for fitting a pack
saddle to your horse or mule. Be sure and read it!

By Lucy Badenhoop

Three years ago the UC Davis Horse Barn formed a
student pack team and began competing in area events.
For the last two years the Mother Lode Unit has
sponsored the UC Davis Barn Gals with both cash
donations and packing tips from our top notch packers.
Last year the team did very well in their competition at
the week-long Mule Days in Bishop, CA.

All you have to do is….

HORSES SELECTIVE IN WHO THEY COPY
by Liz Osborn HorseScienceNews.com
Whether a horse learns new behavior by copying another
horse depends upon their social status, researchers in
Germany have discovered. Horses can learn how to do
something simply by observing another horse. But they'll
only readily pick up the new behavior if they have a
certain relationship with the horse they're watching.

2016 Championship Buckles proudly worn by, left to right:
Erica Falk (a Junior from Los Angeles), Madison Seeley (a
Senior from San Diego), Kayla Wigney (a Junior from
Huntington Beach), and Katie Ott (a Senior from San Juan
Capistrano), all are Animal Science and Management majors.
Photo by Dr. Jan Roser, Equine Professor Emeritus at UC Davis
(read more about it in the summer edition of BCHC newspaper
on line.)

The study at the University of Regensburg made use of
horses adopting a "following behavior" towards people.
One horse reacted to a handler in a riding arena and
eventually responded by following the person around.
Meanwhile another horse stood watching the whole
event.

Of course, this stellar display of packing skills is the
result of their own hard work and coaching from MLU
member Andy Assereto and the UCD management
support generated by Joel Viloria. It should also be
noted that the UCD team is supported by Craig London
(owner of the Rock Creek Pack Station) who provided all
the pack stock and tack for the team during Mule Days.

Then the bystander horse had a turn in the arena. If the
horse they'd been watching was dominant in social
status, the bystander quickly copied the following
behavior.

(More story in BCHC summer edition on line.)

DEWORMING ADULT HORSES

Conversely, the bystander would not readily follow the
handler if it had previously observed a subordinate
horse. A horse also failed to mimic another horse's
behavior if the horses were from two different social
groups and didn't know each other.

By Katie Navarro
The deworming drugs we use are becoming ineffective
against the parasites they’re designed to control and
that is changing the way researchers and veterinarians
recommend we deworm our horses. Studies suggest
that some commercially available dewormers—
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Deworming, continued from page 2

across the water this way – in the air – instead of
carried by people. Mostly this had to do with ensuring it
didn’t get dropped in the water. That would be an
environmental nightmare.

fenbendazole, oxibendazole, and pyrantel pamoate—
showed poor efficacy on the majority of farms sampled.
Currently, ivermectin and moxidectin still offer good
control against small strongyles.
Their continued
efficacy is significant because so far they are the only
available dewormers for horses that still have
consistently good activity against strongyles.
Rather than administering rotational or daily
deworming doses, selective therapy focuses on less
frequent dosing based on fecal egg count results, which
can be obtained from your veterinarian. Use the fecal
egg count reduction tests to determine which
dewormers are effective against small strongyles. Use
only those products that show a 90% or greater
reduction in fecal strongyle egg counts 10 to 14 days
after the horse is dewormed.
Deworm high shedders of worms at least four times per
year. Deworm all other horses twice per year, typically
in the spring and again in the fall.

BUILDING A BRIDGE OVER TROUBLESOME WATER

Tahoe Rim Trail volunteers prep the site
Photo/Kathryn Reed

Lake Tahoe News, June 3, 2016
B y Kathryn Reed

The location was described as dealing with two
imperfect surfaces in a tight spot. The stream crossing
comes at a bend in the trail. As with most mountainous
areas, it’s not flat or even. And working around any
body of water in the basin means needing to adhere to
strict guidelines to ensure nothing gets downstream
that could negatively impact Lake Tahoe. Rock being
used for the project comes from the side of the hill. By
the time everything is done the landscape will look as
though the workers were never there and it will last for
100 years or more.

This is no easy undertaking. On Thursday about a
dozen volunteers from the Tahoe Rim Trail Association
were at the worksite. (Editor’s note: MLU members
were working, too, just not mentioned.) Horses were

Tim Durbin and Mike Kohlbaker hauling sacks of cement
Photo/Kathryn Reed

While horses were used for the cement, the men and
women hauled the rest of the tools, including the 50pound generator, up to the waterfall. Wheelbarrows
were pushed up the slope with tools. Many of the men
and women are in their 60s and 70s. The youngster of
the group was Chris Binder. He was also the only actual
employee of the TRTA. He started with the group about
a month ago as the director of trail operations, having
come from the Appalachian Trail Conservancy.

bringing in 80-pound sacks of cement. By the end of the
day more than 30 sacks had been delivered.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

A grip hoist was rigged across the stream, with thick
cables secured to trees. The cement bags were brought

Sharon Talley and Larry Buntrock, Tim Dubin, and
Starla and Dennis Ledbetter. Hope to see you soon.
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HORSE-TO-HORSE ADVICE
HORSE PACKING IN PICTURES
Bottomless drowning pool. When it rains really hard, a
small yet terrifying puddle will appear in the yard. Don’t
be deceived. It may only be a couple feet wide, but it
will swallow you whole. Best practices dictate lots of
snorting and maintaining approximately a 20-foot
distance. That’s what we always do, and so far, we’ve all
survived.

By Francis W. Davis

This is an older book that can be ordered on Amazon or
found in some stores that have used books. The
pictures clearly show what to do. (ISBN0o.87605-899-3)

HORSE EXPO
Found: Channel lock pliers. Lost: rusty old pipe wrench.
Call the Kohlbakers.

Bay Warmblood lesson horse’s stall. When you’re
standing outside this horse’s stall, you should be aware
that he’s going to try to lunge at you. I recommend
taunting him. The best course of action is to sniff him
through the bars until he almost breaks his door down.

TO RIGHT A HORSE
Mounting a horse is actually very easy if it is done
properly. A rider can only mount a horse from one side
because a horse only likes to be mounted from one
side. The left side is right and the right side is wrong.
You're right to be left and wrong to be right.

Keep your grays straight. Steel gray baby wants to be
your friend. You can tell, because she’s craning her neck
toward you now, ears forward, nostrils flared. She’s
desperate. Just give her a little nose whuffle. I saw her
lesson. It was hard. She had to move like a horse today.
Gray mare, on the other hand, doesn’t want to be
friends. She hates other horses. Yes—yes, you do, gray
mare. Don’t even pretend to be nice. Look at your ears!
They’re back now!

If you mount from the front, you mount from the right,
which is then the left because your right is its left, and
the left the right, keeping in mind that the left is right
and the right is wrong. Put your left to your right and
step so your right is to the wrong and now your right is
opposite its left and left the right.

Bathroom Rules. Pooping should happen, if possible, in
the barn aisle. Ideally, try to reclaim your back hoof
while your human is cleaning it out, and then
unceremoniously poop on her. You tried to warn her.
The wash rack is also an acceptable location. Under no
circumstances should you wait until you return to your
stall. We don’t do that here.

To right right is to the left and to right is wrong is to the
right, but backwards, the right is right and the left is
wrong only when your right is on its wrong, and the left
is on its right. Switching right to left and left to right is
wrong. Right is wrong and left is right only from the
front or else the left is right and the right is wrong.
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2016
MOTHER LODE UNIT OFFICERS
AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Email: bchmlu@sbcglobal.net
Webpage: www.bchmlu.org
OFFICERS
President
V. President
Secretary
Treasurer
State Director
Alt Director
Membership
Editor
Webmaster

Mike Kohlbaker

(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
Randy Hackbarth
(530) 626-0571
trlryder@pacbell.net
Norma Kohlbaker
(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
Lucy Badenhoop
(916) 216-7040
badenhoop@comcast.net
Mike Kohlbaker
(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
Appointed as necessary
Chris Chaloupka
(530) 677-3187
Corky Layne
(530) 589-6914
corkylayne@scglobal.net
Carrie Johnen
(209) 245-5617
cjubilee5@gmail.com

MLU Note Card gift sets are selling for $11 for 5 cards
with envelopes. Contact Norma Kohlbaker

Book your next trip through YTB Travel and
BCHC will receive 60% of the commission.
Visit www.ytbtravel.com/bchc to book Flights,
Hotels, Cars, Cruises, Vacations and more (even
flowers).

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE
Bob Gilmore

(530) 620-4994
wildroseranch@wildblue.net
(916) 835-8498
Kathy.goodrich@ucdavis.edu

Kathy Goodrcih

A World Class Travel Service for
BCHC Members and Supporters

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Education:
Horse Expo:

Public Lands:

Rendezvous:
Rides:

Trail Projects:

There are new travel specials every week so be
sure to check the site often!

Jerry Heitzler
Mike Kohlbaker

(530) 391-6822
(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
Bob Gilmore
(530) 620-4994
wildroseranch@wildblue.net
Randy Hackbarth
(530) 626-0571
trlryder@pacbell.net
Cordell Van Rees
(916) 956-4657
cvanrees@sbcglobal.net
Mike Kohlbaker
(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
Kathy Goodrich
(916) 835-8498
kathy.goodrich@ucdavis.edu
Mike Kohlbaker
(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
Becky Wolk
(530) 622-1907
rwbzbranch@localnet.com
Al Kaiser
(916) 687-7094
dbldiamond47@frontiernet.net
Jerry Heitzler
(530) 391-6822
secrtvly@gmail.com

BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN OF CALIFORNIA
PHILOSOPHY AND PURPOSE
To perpetuate the common sense use and
enjoyment of horses in America’s backcountry and
wilderness.
To work to insure that public lands remain open to
recreational stock use.
To assist the various government and private
agencies in their maintenance and management
of said resource.
To educate, encourage and solicit active
participation inthe wise use of the backcountry
resource by horsemen
And the general public commensurate with our
heritage.

5

COMING EVENTS 2016
Board meetings are on the 4th Monday of February, April, June, August, October, and December.
General meetings are on the 4th Monday of January, March, July, September, and November.
You must be a current member of BCHC to participate in any unit’s activity involving animals.
For Rides and Camp Trips contact Kathy Goodrich (916-835-8498) for information and to sign up.

7/15-17
7/22-24
8/10
8/ 26-28
9/14
9/22-25
9/23-25
10/12
10/21-23
11/9
11/19
12/14
12/17

PCTA Cross Cut Saw training, north of Truckee. Contact ecoyle@pcta.org
CAMPING - Loney Meadows
Day Ride – Caples Creek
Coordinator: Lucy Badenhoop
CAMPING – Tells Creek
Day Ride – Olmstead Loop Trail
Coordinator:
Draft Horse Classic and Harvest Faire, Grass Valley
CAMPING – Mountain Meadows (Wine Ride Fundraiser)
Day Ride – El Dorado Trail Latrobe Road)
Coordinator:
CAMPING – Point Reyes
Day Ride – Falcon Crest, Folsom Lake
Coordinator:
Day Ride – Pena Adobe
Day Ride – American River Parkway
Coordinator:
Day Ride – Rattlesnake Bar (Folsom Lake)
Coordinator:

This is the official publication of the Mother Lode Unit of Backcountry Horsemen of California.
Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the board. Articles, comments and suggestions are solicited.
Newsletters will be published in January, March, May, July, September and November.

MOTHER LODE UNIT
BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN OF CALIFORNIA
P O BOX 2088
ELK GROVE CA 95759-2088

Valais Blacknose sheep, Switzerland
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