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Tech. Session & Smithville  

 (above) Pete Cosmidesô Tech. Session 
 

(below @ Smithville - L to R)  Joan Ley -Byrne (BMC),  
Chris Rollins (Samaritan) & Ed Gaubert (BMC)  

(above) 1950 MG Y ñSaloonò  
at the Motorcar GarageTech. Session   
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DISCLAIMER!!!  
Readers are warned that any attempt at mechanical or other modifications described herein is at their own 

risk.  Good car mechanics results in pleasure; poor car mechanics results in, at best, a personal rebuild.  

The opinions expressed in the articles of this newsletter are not necessarily those of BMC, the editors or 

advertisers.  The editors take responsibility for any editorial mistakes or errors. 

ñOffside/Nearsideò is the bi-monthly newsletter of the British Motor Club of Southern 

New Jersey (BMC), which was founded in 1992 to encourage the ownership, operation and 

preservation of British cars. 
 

Membership is open to all individuals with an interest in British cars.  The dues of   $15.00 

per year, includes a subscription to ñOffside/Nearsideò.  BMC is affiliated with the following 

organizations: MG Owners Club (MGOC); North American MGB Register (NAMGBR); 

North American MGA Register (NAMGAR); Vintage Triumph Register (VTR);  Triumph 

Register of America (TRA). 
 

BMC Membership Meetings are held at each of our events.   Our current schedule can be 

seen in the ñCalendar of Eventsò in this newsletter or at our website:  BMCSNJ.org. 
 
 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

OFF SIDE / NEAR SIDE is YOUR Newsletter. 
The Editors are always looking for new material.  Please submit British car related copy 

(or personal experiences in your LBC) for us to use in one of our six annual Newsletters.   

Copy should be forwarded to the Editors by the 12th of the month preceding publica-

tion.  We publish in Jan, March, May, July, Sept and Nov. 
 

SUPPORT STAFF  

 

NON BMC EVENT LISTINGS -  
Bill Carroll 
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    Bill Carroll  609- 567-2676 

 

   VICE PRESIDENT 

 

Ed Gaubert     856- 751-7773 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
 
 

Tom  Evans     609-923-9298 
 

Harry  Stridick     609-519-7225 
 

Jack Kontes     856-327-1607 
 

Gary Warren       856-455-4260 

              MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS  
 

WANT TO ASK FELLOW MEMBERS QUESTIONS ABOUT 
TECHNICAL PROBLEMS OR TRYING TO FIND PARTS 
FOR YOUR BRITISH CAR ???  YOUR BMC MEMBERSHIP 
EARNS YOU ACCESS TO OUR E-MAIL BLASTER WHERE 
YOU MAY GET ANSWERS.  
CONTACT BILL CARROLL AT: my1971mgb@comcast.net 
FOR INSTRUCTIONS ON USING THE BLASTER. 
 
 

     PAY YOUR BMC DUES VIA PAY -PAL  
 
IF YOU REGULARLY USE PAY-PAL BMC NOW OFFERS DUES 
PAYMENT VIA THAT SERVICE.  GO TO OUR WEB-SITE: 
BMCSNJ.org,  PULL DOWN THE MEMBERSHIP TAB.  HIT THE PAY-
PAL LINK AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE AND FOLLOW THE IN-
STRUCTIONS.  YOU SAVE WRITING A CHECK.AND IT MAKES OUR 
TREASURERôS LIFE A LITTLE BIT EASIER    
 

mailto:my1971mgb@comcast.net
mailto:tricars@verizon.net
mailto:peteb01@comcast.net
mailto:mccjoemarchione@aol.com
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE  
 

SECRETARYôS SATCHEL 
 
 
 

ñCos Iôm the tax man, ye-ah, Iôm the tax ma-anò Yes, Mr.  Wil-
son and Mr. Heath, itôs that time of the year  again! Although, 
they did extend it to the 18th, Emancipation Day is the 16th 
celebrated on the 15th, I guess they had the day off. Anywho, 
mid-April, and with the exception of snow on the day of the 
Smithville Gathering , the weather certainly has been LBC 
friendly. The tech session at Motorcar Garage was well at-
tended and a noted success with Peteôs discussion of all as-
pects of restoration. Smithville was rained/snowed out. Next 
up, Monroe Twp. Historical Society celebration is on May 
21st, come greet the Queen, and Jack Konteôs meet on the 
river will be June 11th, come out and enjoy the days with food 
to purchase in Williamstown and pizza provided at Jackôs. 
Something new this year, Golden Nugget Hotel, Casino & 
Marina ñBritish Music Celebrationò on June 18th   in Atlantic 
City. See all this in this issue of Off Side/Near Side for details. 
 

Donôt forget, in our effort to enhance club leadership, we are 
looking for volunteers to assist in the club operations with web 
site updates and content, board positions, newsletter and 
events coordination. See Bill Carroll and talk at an event or 
email my1971mgb@comcast.net and let him know you want 
to help. 
 
I spend a reasonable amount of time on the road all across  
the country. I keep a running list of automotive or transporta-
tion themed museums to visit on my down time. On a recent 
trip to Kansas City area I drove a short distance further south 
and visited the sales showroom of Victoria British, LTD, the 
British car parts supplier. I know many of us use their parts to 
keep our LBCs going and I thought it would be a buzz to visit 
them. The showroom displays a few well maintained cars the 
counter staff is efficient and the warehouse is stocked full of 
parts for immediate dispatch. Iôve had success sourcing parts 
from all over the work and they are one of the better providers 
with great catalogs and quick turnaround. I recommend them. 
 
Donôt forget, anyone can contribute to your newsletter, sit 
down and type you thoughts, email them to Bill at 
my1971mgb@comcast.net, add some photos; done! Also, 
thank you to all who host events and those who attend, the 
Club strength lies with us, letôs enjoy it. Keep the petrol  
topped, the radiator full and the leather oiled! See you on t the 
road. 

         
                  Happy Motoring           Tom Evans 

 

 

This issue of Offside/Nearside reviews our 2 re-
cent events (Tech. Session, Smithville) and pre-
views coming events.  Original content is light this 
issue because, even after some prompting, BMC 
members havenôt come through with anything 
new.  No articles on completed or on-going pro-
jects.  No editorial or observational musings.  I 
guess weôve just hit a dry spell.  I hope things im-
prove soon or youôll see more issues like this one 
that just look back 2 months and forward 2 
months.               

 

Iôm still fighting brake issues on my ó71 MGB.  
Next comes replacing the front brake rotors and 
brake pads.  The front calipers were changed 
last year with only a slight improvement in brak-
ing.  I recently drove my brotherôs ó72 MGB for 
comparison and found his MGB stops way better 
than mine.  Tried to upgrade the brake hoses 
from rubber to stainless steel but replacements 
were faulty from a major British parts supplier so 
Iôm going to try sourcing them direct from AERO-
QUIP, TRW or EASTWOOD.  Iôll keep you 
posted on results.    
 

Weôve got a busy warm weather driving season 
ahead with Williamstown (May), Jack Kontes 
(June), Golden Nugget A/C (June), Ice Cream 
Social (July), Road Tour (Aug.) then our home 
show in September.  There are a number of non-
BMC events like a PEDC event in Brick Twp. 
(May) and a  Drive-in Theater event in Vineland 
(Aug.) that BMC members may find interesting.  
Iôll E-mail details of any car shows or car events 
that come to my attention.   
 
 

BILL CARROLL, BMC PRESIDENT  
 
 

MEMBERSHIP NOTES 
  
 

 

Member count (4/27/16):  159  
 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
 

 

Joel Taylor, ó58 MGA Roadster,   ó60 MGA 
Roadster           Millville, NJ  
 

James Kilrain, ô68 Jaguar E-type,  ô86 Jag- 
Uar VDP,   ô00 Jaguar  XKR     Marlton, NJ     

 

Tom Dintino,  Ocean View, NJ  

 

mailto:my1971mgb@comcast.net
mailto:my1971mgb@comcast.net
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MOTORCAR GARAGE TECH. SESSION  

(above)  MGBGT V8 ñRH steerò at 
the Motorcar Garage Tech. Session  

(above)  BMC member Pat Brennanôs 
1960 MGA 1600 at the Tech. Session  

 

Photos above and at the top of page 1 provided by BMC member Ed Hilinski 

 
MOTORCAR GARAGE TECH. SESSION - Saturday March 19  
 

Pete Cosmidesô related his experiences and insight into British car repairs and restora-
tion gathered from his many years owning and managing Motorcar Garage.  The most 
difficult task in making his business run every day (day after day) is managing expecta-
tions and aligning them with the customerôs budget.  Building a trust based relationship 
with each customer is essential.   
 

The most challenging jobs are ones involving an ñheirloomò car which was gifted to a 
customer by a family member or family friend.  The customer may have fond memories 
they want to relive by owning and driving the car.  Those emotions usually run up 
against the reality of a car which may not be worth saving.  Spending $15K to restore a 
1972 MGB and ending up with a beautiful running and driving $6,000 car can be difficult 
for the customer to comprehend.        
 

The next problem in dealing with old British cars are those associated with the accumu-
lation of work done improperly over many years.  It can be tough to explain that expen-
sive repairs are needed where the owner didnôt even know there was a problem.  This is 
particularly the case where safety is involved (brakes, steering etc.).  Pete described 
these as ñhidden problemsò which can get pricey to make right.   
 

Motorcar Garage specializes in re-commissioning old British cars which have been dor-
mant.  Making these cars run and roadworthy after being in storage is a prideful experi-
ence for Pete and the Motorcar Garage crew.  Anyone who has brought an old car or 
other machine back to life knows how exhilarating that feeling is when quoting the British 
stage actor Colin Clive in the film Frankenstein  (1931): ñITôS ALIVE !   ITôS ALIVE !ò.               
 
BILL CARROLL 


